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OPERATION RHINELAND \

_"Phis place will do for my quarters," the young Infantry

ECompany Commander told his First Sergeant. "Tell the men ?7

1t's off limits and notify Sergeant Correia to tell the

3QQQuDantS to 'blow'. I think an hour's time is enough. Iﬁmww

, ﬁe give these Heinies more time than that, they take the

sheetb off the beds.[wvr

"Who do you want to stay with you, sir?" the lst Sgt.

_asked. Sergeant. Brlce was a typical army lst bergeant—-AM';f

except-~he had a pleabanT ~disposition when things went well.W7mmwﬂw

| _"Just Correia and my driver," the _captain replied;
"and be sure to let them know that if thgyalgqi,my bedroom e
before I;get there, 1'11 try both of 'em.‘ I'm tired of |

= ihslrmflndlng Leica cameras in my boud01r."ﬁﬁ,g‘.w»; e

- f¥es s1p, M retortaa Sergeant Brice in a curt. mllltany SLA ST S i

—_manner. s.erg_eann,Br,me knew his C.0. enjoyed a military N_, iz

: E;£1WhCaptainuBarnes wasn't G.I. from a strictly %es@ﬁ@g@gﬁmwsz

,,MWMMWWwww‘@schoglwaf‘thgught+ﬁandwevan@thgugnﬁhewwaﬁmalwayﬁ,threatﬁniggﬁnM“ e
;someone with court—martial,WitﬂWasmkngwn"iniihgrQuiiiﬁmihatw_;;KﬂﬁMmm_ﬁ

_he was a "regular guy." The captain merely envoyeLex LR b

-gLWMW“Mw“M;ﬁc131n° his aunthority, and he always liked a gooﬁ.@ﬁrfcrmanca~ﬁAMW4éﬁw~_
= —on the paxt,ofﬁhlsAsuhordlnates+A_Eor.ihlsﬁreasanfﬁtheﬁmen,mmW“,*,,___M

4w4ﬁw@4w_nwﬁ/were_alwaysﬁMAlllné to give him an extra salute, or an f ‘ =

- = extrangﬁLﬁlr 5 : , = o s e e

The men were all in good humor becau%e they knew thls

__operation was going to be a stalemate for a while. They

had orders to pusy behond the Rhine river and secure a

%ridgehead-—if——thev could capture one of the two bridges

spanning the Rhine. The German engineers were on the job



s
. however, and the bridges wgg%‘blown according to schedule. =

@Becajl,se of this, the troops Were being shuffled around,

' to repel anyﬁpgsaihlewcqunjaﬁ:wmmw;

_WAMWWMA,MMjanggkss however counter-atticks were not antlclpated4m,_w;

w.,.,,,,_,.,,,u,_M.,,,.,__‘_E,,ta,_I:L;‘L,x,lg.,,_up defensive Ddsitio

| The essence of a good d@fense has aluays been determ—

ined by good living quarters. In Neuss, on the Rhine, the

_homes of wealthy German iné‘;u‘strialists were to provide

L3

_excellent quarters for thessoldiers; moreover the _captain

was a firm kbel:!.ever that "it dldn t cost anymore to travel

e - firsk elags.! =

SR o e e e e e e

e

e

~The tired Infantrymen; who had conquered Neuss earlier

~ that morning, were plodding u§ Graflingstrasse, the captaln —

e hlntl;g lead. As they would pgkb each mangjen dn fhe sub- | =

s urban residential section, th: ;eapkain assigned a plateon’ -
e or a squad. to billet themselvgq. This procegAr_e,_ﬂa_::_,,J:;eﬁp_e;at;edv

e = untll _the entire company W‘ab #artered.wk === = g5

a7 *,‘_Wji‘_ ~__Then the ecaptain waarllyiretraced his steps to hls 17

- = _home to be. As he walked, hée thought of the American ‘

= > W1l ot Ripghis and that - _that said "no soldier in,;c_i_meé e

e e _igf_pweace,ﬁshall _be guartered in any house without consent LE

= ,,_--«v,-__ﬂ_of,meg owner, nor in tlme_of.mar _bui;_mﬁahmanner_prasarlbeﬁm_; -

—— 'by law." "No such thing hegb " he thought to himself, "but e s o
S=F 5 fhe paused to l;._ght a 01careﬁ;e, ?if the shee were on ithe | =
nﬂqpr foot, 1 guess wa';d,_be,;n for the.same treatment—-— l
= _,vé,_prohahly Wepee.' - - x ?: —— e

_ﬁ_Ablazge_wh;te_h_;Qk maghlgnmgamaalnio view, and he | -

xrecogn;zﬁd,gj__a&hws_ngw nom, __He hastened toward it and |

- af‘t;er ascending the small filght_of ‘bxaps*_gave the large_



brass knocker a couple of jolts. He noticed that the

entire_landingwatop themstairs,was made of pure red marble,

| - : 2 |
| A pretty German fraiilein wearing an apron answered the door.

_"Ist der Amerikanische Unteroffizier hier?" he asked.

"Ja, gewiss! Treten Sie naher," answered the frauleln.

} The captain entered into the vestibule and then 1nto

a spacious living room. He noticed the walls were covered

s e _ﬂ;$w1th antique Zuropean tapestrlesulwaW;W_m%m,WW,mﬁ,thm”;ﬁ,ﬁmN“Amiw i
s kvw__i_MM - Sergeant Correia came out of the library holdinga =
. M;;Sl§§§,°f9@%@2%8?3:_“"3311JakeaEﬁlﬁwtl@?_lﬁulgoks 11kewj
= E,,,,vy,e,‘,/,h_it,‘iz,hg_j,aqkmzj;,,,,"mhe,,§ai,@ - "The basement is full of | £
I | liquor, Champagne and all. And wait till you get a load
= of thie guv's secretarv--she looks just llke one of the‘”i;w‘_Fﬂ L
_H_;,__ _Q;nups I had back in the stases.  I'1]l even flip vou for |- -
= g the Besh.e..ce.” ~Fhe eapigin’eut Hymoff, - - =~ ' | - f
g E _ "Sergeant Correia, I1'll have to remind you to guit = =
B el meﬁJake::yQulzgmaptthJﬁQ;it_inwfroniwgimiha”,hmwi s
. colonel, and furtgérmore ‘just what the hell is this all e

1about9 Don't you know thers*h_a“lawAagalnstﬁfratgrn1z1ng

.;___M____M$jujﬁ_Ihﬁ_ﬁnﬁm¥2" Sse e
|

~_Joe Correia took advantage of every opportunltv to

_eall his company commander by his personal name. The two

i

ﬂhad "buddied" around for a couple of yearsfyhgq»ﬁ@g_quﬁg}g;

_was an ehlisted man. They were in the same eclass at the

%Offiéers Candidate School, but Sgt. Correia could not meet

| the reguirements needed to gzraduate.

"Yes sir, Captain sir," he said sarcastiically as he |

g_wglked over to the desk and pickéd up gwletter. "Here,



. _this ought to answer things better than I can explain them 2 -

The captain plcked up the letter and began reading it. fﬁ

 was in typewritten Bnglish. "Notice to anyone entering

= work with them on important civilian matters, I w1ll

__i-these premises: I, Harry Arns, am the owner here, and |

since the temporary Militéry Government has requested thaﬁ

|

; require my house as a place of business. I‘will be only E

mi,tgo%glad,towallqwmtne”Ameiiganﬁ;iheﬂuﬁgﬁwaii*Apzoyidgdwﬁjw,”NNW;"MmWﬁ

I keep three bedrooms, my maid, and my secretary. Iam

i,surewﬁilitaIyWGQvernment will allow this. Signed Harry A#nslﬁﬁﬁ
_w_Qégtain“Barnesleoked,upwin;aszgn;shmenthmﬂWhywﬁh@ ;
ﬁbu%zggﬁioplAW%ljl;hay@“him.nuag*fromwthehigheat:&iﬁgzsé_
L,Wy;lfllL.Llll,.m ‘bet., Correig agterruinded, = ; =

_"Jesus Christ, captain, you're not going to passup

_i the best sel-tp we'w¥e ever had, ave you?t? =~ = = =~ =

_ "Orders are orders.’ Tell the maid to start packing

,her things, ,shé's,movingéean@mﬂhile,shg!swaﬁwit4ﬁjell her% i

T
|
1

| to start packing her master's thlngg_hﬁcangﬁ“hﬁ.ﬁ moving

t g when hie gcts heve [ * - = - - Vm,,,___,_;;,_:h,,,,AA = e

]

- - ggt Gorre ia*gmmbled,as_he_,_went'_i;o_,the-kitchen.,7,,,,,,,,, -

Qg_You re_alwayaj.nusmg, up my love llfe " and as an after- |

— I """" |

- | .. - 13 3 efs s -~
Later that same evening, Harry Arns walked into the ‘

= library to see the American captain using his desk.,”m__rﬁiii_w_me

f "I'm Harry Arns," the German said exfending his hand.

Captain Barnes hesitated and then sgid, "I'm sorry bum

| e

we_reﬁnot allowed to shake hands., Nothing personal--just




e

 right, I know how things are when one's in the army."

Ferders.”

The German's eyes twinkled. "I fully understandwallf

| Herr Arns spoke perfect English with an Oxford accent. Hé

' was a middle aged man, immaculately dresczed, and very

,ﬂQ§i§ﬁ;nguis§§@4}99king:w '3 trust _you are comfortable and

%making yourselves at home." Herr Arns gazed at the stackg

_ nervously blurted, "My mother was killed during the blitz

. band. "Did you lose bomeone°"yho asked.

,éﬁof records piled on the chair and added, "it's foo bad weirv

;can t provide you chaps with electricity--it's the bomblngs

\you know——they ve obliterated almost everythlng "‘ "7W>MiLWW.M_HW

The German winced at the irony of the question and

,,,:QV@-I’ Lendon."

WM@MNN__M;Englandwmany‘yearsvmvself, and as a matter of faet, I grad-

t
|

__ father wgs German, and my mother English. When the war

_ broke out, she chose t0 remain in London. I lived in

»M_kuatﬂd from OQxford—--nice old place, England.”

"Well, aren't you German9" the Infantryman queutloned.

__"Iim a German subject," Herr Arns answered. "My

|
|

Barne% hurried to answer the door. Pvt. Tabor, aﬂgpggggzﬁw

i

. colonel wants to see you right away."

A sudden knock termlnated the conversation as CaptalnrAww

imessenggz+_greeted the captain. "JSir," he reported, "theg

"0.K., thanks Tabor," the captain answered.

After he closed the door, Captain Barnes picked up

hls "helmet lying on the piano and with a short "I'll see




_jugggz,qunwanﬁwas hgwggx§r§d~§hﬁqéimlzwlithillalmhgthgriim_m

i s o 8

~ The captain returned home in an hour. He pushed the

. a metallic hammering emanating from the second floor.
. _ He hurried wp the stairs.and into one of the many bedrooms.
? The room was illuminated by a kerosene lamp. Sgt. Cg;ggié
- _ wasj@neeligg in front of a small strong box and was. trylng‘ =
- = to open it with a chisel. =
- | _"What the hell are you doing?" the eaptain queried.
j Sgt Correia looked up in surprise.” "Say;g@ppgig,",:,ww_
- | he sald,‘fthls guy Arns is a big tlme Nazi. You ought to
.u,,é.‘see,,,spx_z;e_gi _the stuff I found. Look at that pile of letters -
= w:?:,_c>~r,1,,i;_k.1ﬁe, dresser, all of them signed with a 'Heil Hitler.' .
= . And I found a whol,e,,,sﬁac&,oﬁf,_Niz&iﬂg;nag@,_zin,e,é__in _the library. -
E = I wouldn't doubt but what Arns isn't one of those 'left =
= - ibehind spys'. He's probably got some valuable papers - .
= thls strong box if I can ever open 5" — T
- _ "Yeh;" Captain Barnes mused, "and he mlght Beay B
- Jes i Beve vee." . - . . =
= - i ENQNheydaesnlt,ﬂﬂGergiamagswaredvprampily;".ﬂfhg,nmjﬁkmﬂvm,Hwaﬂ,

- s = - - = = =

é_told\,,mev,ll_e;.,pll_,t_l_lis, valuables in a downtown vault several

——~__———_wmﬁ~A___~AﬁdHImsupQMMiJELJHHLHLJELhinplﬂ_ﬁﬂgugh_iﬂ_lﬁave

=== yaluable<paperb ‘behind, eh, Sgt?" ﬁ_m,,dm_,ﬁ_mﬁ,*_Wﬁ;_m_,ia_nn_VNﬁw,,

» ";eredA_M I:‘"""""‘"""""thgught!JJJ_,:JAt ’v..,"_ =S

u""Vell¥ﬂl_never_thougni;glwthat,h_é_t qurela,sﬁamm-A

'Who told you to thlnk‘?" the captain chimed in. "Dog;',t




i
i
!

/

. _you know it's against my orders for sergeants to think? |

dJust do what you're told to and leave the thinking to

_people who get paid for it."

_put the strong box back in its place.

Sgt. Correia uttered a meek "yes sir" and started to

The captain grinned and said, "GP“ahe§ngqugQ§g;ger%

__while the Captain held the box, Sgt. Correia hammered away

_of minutes the 1id fell open.

,,,,,,,,,

. was a smaller hand earved wooden box.

up Joe, we'll take a look anyway." The two sat down and

at the metal clasp that kept the 1id closed. In a matter

i
|
i

~_ "Huh," the captain execlaimed. Inside the metal box

The two quickly | =

| pulled it out aﬁ@,poticed there was no lQEKNQQ_EELAJBy%LJM;M

1

5 raiseggjgguligmof the wooden box and iookegnayhggggv§pher;*_w_A‘

. in amagement.

‘"Well E'1] be damned," utfered Correia. "Who the

|
|
_hell would have thought the old boy kept a miniature battle-

| ship in his bedroom. And flying the British flag at that."

"Not too hard to explain," ejaculated the captain,

| "the !o0ld boy' is and has been with the British Naval

|
|

_Intelligence. I just left headquarters and the colonel |

5told me to see to it thgt_he,ign't bothered. Judging from

%his coliection of boats in thg_pgrlor, I would say he is

|

|
{

probably a collector."

"Well, if he's a navy man, what'sqhg_@g;gg_§gﬂfar~4f

' inland? And what about the letters and magazines?"

?asked Correia bewildered.

| "The letters, Joe, are ordinary business letters and

i



,theilﬁgil,HitlngWiswibgwgﬁangazéwﬂézmginsayigg”Ysincerelxmm

yours,' and as for being this far inland, I haven!t_agkeéﬁ

+HerrﬁA;ns, but the S-2 says he's working on a special steei

~alloy used_gﬁ submarines that is ten .times stronger than

= - i»agy&h;ng,we have. Oh yes, and the maga_z/ine S, you can buy = % —
i , .
_ those down at the Drogerei for 24. Ho-hum," the captain
continued, dled's hit the sack Joe, I'm dead tired."




