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OPERATION RHINELAND

__ ----'-- "This place will do for my quarters, It

Icompany comma~der~told his ]'irst Serge~nt.

th~_young Infantry
- -- T - -- --

I

II Tell the men i

i

r- ~-f~cu~ants-tQ~lOw'. I think an hour's time is enou 'h. _I_~+: _
!

Jlje give_ these He_iJlie~ lI1Qret_i1!leth?nth.-at" ,they_ t~~e the

isheets off the beds •."--- ----------r-- - - - -- - -- ----- - '--- - -- ---------j--------

'~Whodo ou want to sta ou, sir?" the 1st ::3gt.:
.

____ --,a~k.ed_._ Sergea,ntJric~1!s _a~ypical aYII!y--.J.~t sergeant~-__-_ _+_' _
i

iexcept--he had ~ pleasant disposition when things went weli.

l---- I~Just ~orr~~a ~;;_mY_driv~rJ_,~~~~ c_apji€lirL!'~pJ.ieJl· --!
# •

i!.!..aruLhe_sur~tD Let, .them..J.ma.YL.JLhat..i,f~t.h.e-Doot my_.bedroom.;..,~
i

________ ~efor.EL_I~.et _th_ere '- I~LJ;ry- botp-_o,i ~m.. I 'm~ir.§.d_ Ol_

-i- __'_'Yes.......sir,.~_~ret.ort,eJl. Sergeant~ri...9"§" iIL.a_curt-1Jlili:t,g:rry-~_
I I

--4Ilannar S-er.g.ea..n:t...Brke.knew .na e. c. O~~nj~a-.m.ili tary_--,--_

t j
_~o..o.L o.f.,thQUght~n.d_e_v~I1_thou~h.e ...wa~a~'V.a.,YB-j;hrea:t.eni4~ _

someone with _cour_t-marj!,;Lal~~t_was~nQ~n ;in _tlLe_QutJ'_i.L:.tha.t: _

E-- ,__ ---'h.~as-.a_" re_gu.la~y- "_T.h.e cap.t.a..irLme.r.elY-fillj..o.y~e:x.e.•...•...r7_:__j--------_,
!

t------~-----I'c"'_l_j.z::;s-Li.l..ln.f:,gbi s authority, and he alwaY£Lliked a gnarl performanqe

~iX_L-_ .0a:gtain Barnes wasn't G. I. from a strictl

i----------O-ll-th.e-p.art of his subord.i nates For tbj s reason, tbB-lIl~ _
Ii---'---------iw.e..r.a-al.w.ays willing.._tQ. giv:§......him_anextra~_'s~=lu~t~eC,J.-....>o,ur=__.!a~n!±.......__ t__-------
! .

extra IIye.lL.Sj,""'-r...L..."~ _ ---- ----------- ----+---------
;
I The men were all in good humor because they knew this I

! •
__ ~i~o..l:'eration,,-yvasg,oing to be a stalemate for a while. They_

l-------..)l.ad orders to pusy: behond the Rh:i,.ner1.ver and secure_a __ --+- _

~ridaehead--if--the could captu~e one of the two bridges
I

~ -+"!s:gannin~-th~ _Rhin.e.. _The ..G:e :.rmanenginee rs ~e:r~ on~~t:..:.h_e_.••·~o_b__+__-------

I
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'however and tne bridges
•

, ..
blown according .to schedule. ~__

iBecause of this, the. trooJ?s being shuffled ar-oundj
I

_____ ~t.aking up_d.efensJ-ye. :gosj"t_l.O to repel anY_-:_1lQJ'3sille.. coJ.ID.t~ _
I____ ~a ttacksJ howeveLcoun ter-Kt..t.a.c.K.s...w..er_e_not-.anticipat.e~_ ~ _
~ .•.• :.".,&.t

~ The ~ssenc~ of a good ~~ense has_alvays been determ~J
, .

...J1.ned ~;y_good living
I

!homes of wealth German industrialists were to rovide
I
I

. ~xcellent _qlJ.a+'t.er:;Lfo;l:'_t_he §9.1J;lie.I.'s;..J!lQreo_ver_the_capt.ain _+__

I

4as a
1

. __ . -ifirs t c~a§§ ._" __ .. •

; __.l'he tir~d Irtfantrymen.J who__had cOllquere.d. Neu~~
T

_____ ..,tha.t Jl1orp.ing., w.ere plodQ.iIl~~ _Gr_aflil1,&st..1'asse, t.he

!
i-. -+ .

ea_rli.e4- _
I

capt~j,,~ __

. _ lin. .the _lea.d....._As_th~woul.9. .Q~_ss .eSl..chm.a..n.s.ion_irLt.b.e .aub-,,
I

._~rbaIL.~ELSident:!-~l-. .§e..9.J....~QI1_,thy captain_a.~_bigp.~g.~latoon

br R_squad_t.o billet tbem$~l3 S_o_ 14i.~'procedure..-'8'ab _r_~p_e_a.t.ed_.

__ p.r1ti1:-~he _~~t:y-~co.!!!£any-V!a§. :9-art~r~~_ -- ------
,____ +- .. Jhen the_ c_apt.ain .w_eari.l.y~:r~t.r.~ced._his _s.teps_tQ bis__ L

__ --'-~-*,h"",oIIteto be s he walkeq_, hi; thought of the American

___ -'Bill_of Rights and_ that.Qa . that' said IIno soldier in jiim=e"'r--_

-----i.o.Lp.ea.ce shall-.b.lLq..uar.ter....e..d_in_any hOUBs:_.Wj.Ji_houtcon.",-s-",e"""n"-.!L.--t~

.,1: of I_____ -;--l_'-'--'-_-U..tha....o..wner.., nor in t j me of w.a.r. ..hut j n a manner preseri betJ

b law. '_'_-IIJo such thin £leI' tl he thou ht to hims..elf~bu;t...J.1I

!
; other foot, I guess we' d
I
I :

____ --- ~ro..b.ahlJLj'V.nrs><...Jt.-"-----....--ri---------

fo r th e . sa me' tre a tmenw.t...",-"-"-~_+--- _

---- ---~--- ----

jrecognized it as his n~~_hD~m~e~.~~H~e~hasten~oward it and~! _
,
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~
, bra as knocker_a co@1tL..9f _jolts". __lie noticed that the

I entire Larid i.ng a top the stairs was made of pure red marble.

__ -I--",A~prett" German f:rraiilein wear~ng an apron ansvye~ed--.:the"do1r ....".'-- _

! ~st der Amerikanische Unteroffizier hier?" he asked.-----I I

-L- _ _'~JaJ gewissJ_Trete~_Sie _naher, '_I answered j;he f!,a~l~n._

•. ~--The captain entered into the vestibule and then "into I
I a spacious living room. He noticed the walls were covered

--------.

I

i glass of Champagne. ""Yell Jake, this time it looks like
--I - - - --- --- - - - --- - - -- - - ~ - - -

---.L ~e~j, Ul1e_1ack:Q.Q,,:b~~p§_said 0__ " The baseme.Ilt is_ fUll_Qj'__ i __
liquor. Champagne and all. And wait tilly-ou get a loa_~ _

"Ii,' .
~ ~,~Qf~is gu 's secretary--she looks "ust like one f the _

I,
~-----~I.~nups I had back in the states.

I-------r,_\ the beJ:Lt;..•.....o_u ..••• II

___+- "Sergeant Correia, I'll h~ve to re_min~ou to quit, _
1 !____ ---+ e.a.ll_i~EL ..Jake~:::.Y-QJl're_apt.... t~d~i~n f.r.O.n..t....a.f_....t.he~__ ~__

I " •

..l.....' 11 even_flip_ you ...i'~
I

The cap...:tain __cut hiJ1L.Of...f0 --+1 _
I

_and..~llrthe:rllloJ'e_jg§"t _w,nat_the __heli is this alJ
I

I
1- -+- ...•••..•b~o"-'ua,...t!L?.e.,_,J.Iyo""n•.....'-'t"--...."y,...,o"'-'u""--'kn...Q..YLJ;he..r..e.-s.......a......law-B.gains.:L..fra:t,.e.rniz.ing,.....,!i---_

colonel,

1 wj th the enemy? II

Joe Correia' took advanta@....of· every~~p~o~r~t~un=~it~y_~t~o:.....---+ _

call hi~ .9~mp§inycommander~ his persoEal name. -=-T=h:.::e~t:..:.w:....:0::......L_

! -had "buddied II around for a couple of years when the c.apta" n

was an enlisted man. They were in the same class at the

b----- _-Lthe requirements needed to ~radu~a~t~e~. _

"Yes sir Captain sir, II he said, sarcast:ihc.al~l~~a!.!:s~h:::..:e:::........+' ,

w lked over to the desk and picke~_ up a letter. _1_IH_e_r_e_,__~ ~
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The caI?tain picked up the letter andhegan reading it.

__ ---'_was in_1yp~wri tten English. "Notige iL::J.nYCLneen~ering.

It
!
I

____ ~:-·t=h==e=s~eQ~e~ises~ I an=d__~! _
~inge t.!le temporary 1.tili tary Gqvernme_nt has r~uested_thai

Barry Arns am the owner here

I I work with them on im ortant civilian matters- --------r- -- -- ----
I

I will---- ...

. . I
~ tJ)o_gilad to. alJ-.OV'Lt.b.e__AmerL~aILs-.-:the.JJ....SJ3Qf ..i.:lLt-_pro..Yid!id__ ~

a lace of business. I will be onl

.-+_1 k~ep_t~re~ ~edrooms, "!!lyI1!..C!.i.si,_and~y~ecretary. I aI!L -+

_ j s!lrELlVl~litary Gove rnmen t w_ill allow th:i:s. _Signed Harry .l1~n~~'_I_
I.-----+ - _-.C.apta.in_Ba.rn_esJ_Qoked up..-.in ·aat.onis.hmen~~~Why-...t..h.e -r
1 I"__ i brazen fogJ-LJ' 11 have him. ..bunUrOJIL.:the highesi. rafteri _

____l <vYhY--lI.J,.lu_•.J...._.J~ii~_O_o.rreia interru:gted. _ . 1
I
I

--- -+ ---

___ ~1 "0rder~are_orders.~ Tell th_e maid to startY.§l.cking i
i . I

______ lAe..x. thi,ng.s ,~h..? "s_moviJl,g::-an..d.3vh_i_le_sh_e~.9_aLti_J- tell_her-t __
I' .

-l--to_st.arj; ·_P.9.Q~j.Jlgtt~r master IS tlU"ngs because he' s illoyj~_ngI

too when~e gets here. II --------- --- -- --

____ -+- ,Sgji___. Co.rre~gri]mbled as be went- tu-thEL...kitchen..,., _
, .

E--- ---- --l- "Yo.u.-!..r.a....a.lways ] all sj n g U-p my ) ove ) i fe ,~d_as_an-aft.a .•..r=-_+_-.-----
I

_r--tll-QJlgh.:L..ad.d..e.d...~ without even se..eing the secretar.J--!O._tl_-:-- _

i §§-i-§ § § §~ _

Later that same evenin Arns walked' int 0 the

Ii brarv to see the Arnericap. cap tai_n_u_s_i_n->J_h_i_s_d_e_s_k. _

f--_~ -+- tI I' ill Harry Arns, n the German said e?Ctending _h_i_s_h_a_n_d_.+-; _

Captain Barnes hesitated and then s id, "I'!Il_~.9'!:~y"'_-,bc-u~!t,,--_------
i

..:..w.e..!.xe-no..:Lallo.w.ed-±Q..cS.hak.sLhands_t._11o.thirr~ peroo_nal-- j.us_t---+.: _
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The _German's eyes twinkled. "I fully understand all;

I rigb.t_~ I kns>wl!2.w__th~ngs are when one ' s in the army." :, . ---- - -- . ----r------ --
I !

___________ LHe_~::r__A~ns spok~_J2...erfect Engli_~h with an Oxford accent. H~

i distinguished "looking. "I trust you are comfortable and i- -- -- -- ++ - - - - - --- -.-- -- -- - --- -- - ---- -~ --
I makin ourselves at home." Herr Arns azed at the stack i
. i
i of records Idled on the chair and added, II it's too bad we I

-- - -v-: - - -. -- ---- --- -- - -- - --- ---- - -- .--- - - ------ T - --~

. can't provide you---r- -- ----
i--t yo_u
!

chaps with electricity--it's the bombings-.----- ------------- --- - T-
I---- --+--- - -
I

_G9.Pt~i_nBar.Q.es not i.ced _tha~he _~an wor~ _a_bl~c_k_a_rm~ _'f - - -
I

: band. "Did you- lose someone?" he asked •., - - ---- .- - -~ - --- - --- - ---------- -- - - --

______ ~-- _~__ The_Q~~m_a!.!:..~_i~Q~_d_~~th~~Fon.Y of_ tl}.~~estion __~nd _;__
i .'
~nervously blurted, liMymother was killed during the blitz'

-. - - ---- . --- -- -- - --- - - --- -- ._- --- - --- - - ------ -.~----
I

i-- J ____ ~'_I:!:I!La_g~~~a~ BJ,lbj E?.9t_l..~1_ !l~_!..!:_A.~ns__a.:p:~wer_ed-,,"~;y _

fathe~_wq§~erman,_?~~ my mother English. ~hen the war

i
- j--- ~ - - ---- ---

I

A sudden knock terminated the conversation as Captain----- ---- - .. ------

_______ ~g~an-d-IIla..tly -y"ears_!!l~~_lf_, and a.§_a matter of -.f?-.9}J_1. g~?di:-__
, . I

_~ ~ ua.t..ad-..fr_Ql!LJ2Ai.J)xd:-::nic...eold place, En land. II _

_________ ~~£I.:rQ.es411~r:tE?<!_t9 a!1~ '_er_~he door. Pvt. Tabor, a Cgmp._a_n-"y,--+__
i
i " he re orted "the

--------
I

----------1 ~Q.K•.,f-. thanks Tabor~j;he ca tain answered.
,

• I____ ---1 ·_After he closed the door" Ca tain Barnes picked u
I
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) ---

_ ~he captain rej;_urned~o~e_ in a~__hour , .H~'p,!-!s4~g.__the ! _
, I

i------;- I_idooL. Q.Pi3n_ a_nd_~~_he entereQ._ th~JlirrL).y. 1;!..:L vill~,_hejleard \ _

._-+.Jl. ~etallic_ haI@l~r~ng_emana~i~5 ~roIIl:_the second ~loor. _

_ t- ~~_c!l~rr_ied_~p _tl.!e. stai~f?:...and .?-_nto_o~~ of ~~e_m~y bedroo_m_s-l-:' _
I I

: The room was illuminated b a kerosene lam. S t. Correi~---+-----
;

____ ._~_ \¥&~_J~neeling Ln fro:g.t_ 0:( ~__sI!!?II_stropg QO~_~lld_was _tr;yi!?-&_

- - -\

. - -.-- ---- I

"What the hell are Y.<?~_do~n~~~'_the captain queried. i- - . -- .-. - i

__ i_he said,_j;hi~. gu~ A_rn0~ __a_biK ti_m~-=~_~_zl.You ou~hj;.!o
•

__ !.13ee_~.Qme_..Qf_thJL_§11JiL.Lf_ound. LQ9k __ai. t4at pile, ofJ~ti~rs __
i '~~=

~. on the dresser, all of them si ned with a 'Heil Hitler.' '
--- - --- - -- --- - - ---- - - - --r - -- - - ~- - - -

___ " And_I. fQUJlQ..Jl. wPQ;L~_sj;ackof ~~a~~ rna.gaz~nes In _the _librar~ •.__ _ _

__ .....:.-l. 'yy.Qul<!.n ".t_.do~~1i but what Arns i~n~ ~_S:lll~ _ o.f tho s~__' 1_~ft_
i +----- - --

_Lbe.p:l-YJ.9.~.P.Y-~'~._Jje's.Qr.:Qb~'pl~ ggt sOJI],e__.yal~~Ql~ 'p"'aper_1ltn.l _
I • !

____________ : this strong box if I can ~.v_e:p Op~J~ i~."_ . .. .j- ~ _

"Yeh' ", Oaota.Ln Barne.s musedL tland_he I:!l.1gl:J.Lk~e"ph"....:l"",'s::!..-_----c- __

___ • --l-

.
_____ ~-t-old me he..-pu~ his_ valuables. in_a downtown vault several.

. [

r---------+-----".n.n.d-I supposehe would ,be stupid enough to Ie"
,
-------- -

I

___ ~-~er..e.d....--l=-~--------hought._'-._L __U, .•~I _

___ J.. ~-ho~ol~yo~ .~_ ~hink_,£"_t:Q.e_c~tai_n chi_med in. "Don't
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i- you knoyv~t t s_aga.inst my Q..rders_for sergeants to think? _ r
-r Just_ do what you' re ~old to and leave the thinkJng to I

___ -Lpeopl~ who get - aid for it. II

i
t-- Ti -'S",-o-t=-.!C...--"<C..o::o~rreiauttered a meek" es si'rll and started to!

I
I

t--
,

-----
The ca tain grinned and said~~ ahead a1!.dopen he_r-+-: _

Joe we'll take'a look an wa.1l The two sat down and!u

--_~-_t_at the metal cla£lp that kept the iid:. closed. ~n a I!!atter~ ~

--I ~f minu_tes the l~d.fell open_._' _ _ L_
• 1

i
..l '_'Huh~~the caQtai!l e~claimed. Inside~bLmetal. _Q9_x-+: _

i
I was a smaller hand carved wooden box. The two qu Lc k.Ly _I __-----i,--=- --"--- ----

__~p=u=lled it out and noticed there was no lock on it. ~h~y--t----~--

raised the lid of the wooden box and looked at each other.E--------+-=c..~'-='--'~.::.=-=-- -t-- - -- --
!

in amazement. I
----t+-'-- ill-VeIl I t 11 be damned,." utiLered Correia. "Whot:-e--r-

_-_~=-~ell W~~l~ have thought the old boy ~, a ~iniature batt~~~ _
_ _ ship in his bedroom. And_;gl:.yiflKth~ _Br!ti.£l.!l.fl§!£; ai that.

1
"

"Not too hard to ex lain fI e 'aculated the ca tain, __ ;-1 _

! i
r- I~tn~~old boy' is and has been with the British Naya~l~_-+ _

te11igence. I just laLt headquarters and the CQl~~~_+- _

, told me to see to it that_l1e isn't bothered. Judging from;

___ +-his collection of boats in the ~rlor I would sa he~=i~s_~_

probably a collector."

r- ~----"~1¥=e~1~1~~i~f~b=e=-'~s~a~n=a~v~-==manwhat's he doing so far ,------

~-----~inland~nd what bout the letters and ma azi=n=e~s~?_" ~ __ ~ _

asked Correia bewildar~~ -+ _

___ ~ __ ~ f_'T~h~~lette~JQe~~re ordinar~~UBiness letters and
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~the 'Heil HitJe]'~ ~s t.9.~_st~ng.ard w8JL of _saying ~sincereJy;
i
: yours,' and as for b_eing this far inland, I haven't asked

.Arns,_ put the S-2 say~ he's working on ~ ~p~ci.?l~te~L
- .

~ -+~~~_~u~s~e~d~Qnsubmarines that is tenvtim~stron.~e~r~t~h~a~.~n~+- _

_L_aIlything we have._
I
; those down at the Dro~erei for 2Jt.
I - .- -----

!
'continued ~'let's hit the sack Joe
I
!--i- -.----
It----- -
ii-----
I-t-----

Ho-hum II the ca tain

I'm dead tired •."-

-- ------------ -- ------ - -------
i

~
i

---------0-- ---------- ---- -- ----

- - -- -.1-- _

+-

----t-- --- -- ----- ------ ----------

------ -- - ------ - -- -- ---- ------.;, - - - - - -

I-----r------
,

- ,
I

..---- ---'.-- -

-i---- -------------------

------+-- -----

!----

t----- --~----

---'----- --- --

------ ------ --------------'----- ---

-
I

i

11--------- --r- --------
I I~----------+-------------~-----~---------------------~--------+!-----~--
1 i

t--------I-----------------~------------ -----------------l-----------~
I
i

-~-- -- --- ----~


