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IOLD SOLDIER~ NEVLR ~IE I

I
I

J The fog was settling over ,Luxemburg9i ty like a. d.e.llse~

ICIOU0 ~ngul~in~ a mounta Ln ; ~u~, =i:nsidt;_the ca f e Villa.N~Va'j

there wa_s~usic, danc Lng; and gaiety. E'yeryon~ was havarig
I

fun and everyone was d~:Lnk:lng. i
I

A_young l:Le1!.tena~::tClQCl b.i.1;L pLat ocn , s_e..rge_ant_were ~j tj:;~ng

together in a Lo neLy corne r drinkine;; beer-. They were _ I .
d\",~I(\~C( d ~0'" ";1<5 .. et r-ange r s to the croWd. .9f s oLdi.er-s who were _~J.!!}?ffI!.Je-kilf..:; __

l, +\00 dYi e"e"YIl~q 0 ~ ell v ta'· .••')tJ@")!+
ftt., ~ had_ dri yep a long way to enj oy a p] CD QJ) Fell] c eve-

n:i£f.g. 0- -\- -\ "'--e t. a ~ e \..1., I\a tJo v s , _

The lieutenant' B ~y~s were _bloodsh9t from lac_k of sleJp

and too much drink. "You knowJo~," h_ebegan, "These rear] .

, eehelon commandos are all alik e• Tiley '.re ,;l,ad you're fl gh~in"

-

the war Lnst ead of them and the-y're too uamn proud to aumi

it. Look at them, all PQlished up in their neatly pressed

un t forme-c-you I d never know there was a. war on. II . The lieut

enant pau sed. to, take a cr i.nk of beer, ariu continued, III
{

d.on't_begrudge it to .t.hem though, hell, I.'d hay.e grabbed
." sueh f'0sdlolls

a job _like that ..myself if I I d known ab.out~ •..... But
-+ht!se Anr ~h('/o," eOlllo-nt~"dV

what .bur ns me UJL is with~~~ . ':ir""a 5' mi.nut.e wal.k ,I
ihome when they~r.e through her.t;.. vie poor souls hav e to tr~1

:)2. kilometers back to Junglins.ter--and. OIL a night like tonJ5nt

the.t black fore st .betw_?S?nus__and. horne m...i..-b.htdec_i.Jie to swa1.40w
I

- t
I

..The..f:;erg.e.a.l1tleaned back, in _his chair_in typical I
__ ankee fashion .. "Well_ Lieutenant, I think our biggel£t. 1

conc.enn, a.sn.tt. getting Los t in that bLac.k.forest .a s much, a.s.~ .

lit is ,0.1'. running out o.f, gas •. This .ga.s =tiDning is SUI'e -I
IP18,ying 'hob' w-i-th our night- life. The-gau·tie wa-s sit.tin..g !

u.a,
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we don't haye a pPare_can eitheJ
1

.-
Don't fong~t3~eutenant, it orders to come to

- \ I

t own tQnigllt. "__ I
Tl1e l=i:eutenant held two fingeri::) up I 0\

moti oru ng {or a refill. ":..~el~~-, ", he - cr~
trouble with you pessimists--always worrying wl).e.p.you. don' ~ ~ _

V/1/1;'\e""""I'Lo"''''- have to. -Just c~uge the gauge said empty doeen ' t nece-e saj- ~y ~ o! _
- - 'f

imply that all the' gas~s gQl:JG- we-v eIr gauges somet imes are A""
~_/- off , And suppose we do run out of gas, we have bLanket s l

J_

~t.-i
l

•

,_ L

.on empty when w.e lef

The mail truck takes the same r out e .in t.he morn

.ing and 'Cossy'~' bound to see us and tow us in.

"Just the same, Lieutenant, I would leel a lot betterr about it if we had that extra can of .gas , II decLare d the
I

sergeant. "I seem to sense that we're not Only going' to r'un

Qut of gasJ but something more serious_than_that wil~ hapQ n
.

to _us--it's that sixth sense I'ye cult~vated since I've

. been oversea.s. II

. "Eoppycock ;" retorted .tne lieutenant, "pure_ bunk •
~

There is~'j; any such thing 13-S prernon i t Lon or Lrrtut t i.on,

Tl1a:t;stuff is a lo"!; of ~hooey'.11

The waiter brought two full glasses of beer_alld set

__ :them on the table. fhe lieutenant hand~d him a 10 F~anc
I
note , "Kee p the chan,6eJ". he sa id , The waiter bowed, and

w:j.j;!! _a "Merc i Beaucoup " , Le f t , _
I

"As I was jllst ~ayJng _J.oe,~' the Lfeutenan t cont anueo,
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--I - -_.

.... :::.~ £::e::e~;::~S:::::t::§~:::l::::;::::h:U:;b:;g~~+.:.. _...
. tall hill •• the.1llD tor. sput te.red...a..f ew. .t.Ime.s; . The.. ae r-ge.ant l·

..•.•~.... ;::~~e:a::s~:::::e~:~:::~::::::.::~:e~:.Q:::~a::~::e.he.1
___ l~py-tt-~rilJ:K c_~u~eg it tQ_losl?-.ID,omentumrapi..dl:::-. . __ +1 .

... j.. .. "I'~ll h~ .0 v ,,;r2.J0~ l.". :Ii.!!.e. J.ieU~e nan j; . ba ;rj>e.d .•. -". L !W:e8.8: I .. _ ...
.~ .11..."'",-8 wrorys a.bgut gi's.. g"uge.~y~ b.\JJ~~ _

__ . 1 j::Q.eseKgeanUC!u_ti_ousl'y __d:c-.oyethe veh:Lcl§.__ont.~o--"t"",h"",,e'---__ I -"--

otne r pJ~~Terti_w.ould_sl1o.wJ1P._at_yari9us._.intar\lals ...•_.J.oining

S~ .the accor.<li9U J!.nQ..the..p.ianQ .were..tWQ .s'!..xep~~.e.rs, .

a violinist,. _l!1_ PJiS$ :(iddler, jin.d a.guitar_ player. '_The.. twoJ

;r

Song Violl? t t.a,." and the _II \¥oQdpeckEll' Song •.!'_.

The _orch~strao.o!!tiIlu..e(t t o play un t f.L mi dn.Lgh t , .arid,

accordionist remadned; ThEL..lie_utenant and sergeant- quaffe

thei.r last glaJ3S of bee r , conne d their cve rc oaas and .ne Lme s ;

.and Le.ft ,

jeep. was making_it..s way slowly _thrQugh .the. :foggy .aspha Lt

. J~:Lghwayto_Junglin_st_er... The two, c ccupantie dnove. in .e i.Le.nc

_' _.since they werELst..ra.ining .t.hemaeI ve.s _trying.t..o S.Re_the ,

.1highway through th.e mu.rky __£Dg. _ They.were._wall into .uhe.

"Well=)_Li~:u.tenan.t, _-



t

.1.wJ1at do _w.e.do now?"_ ne. qu~~ti.Qn~dL .'~ShalL w53start .waLkf.n
- I

_ ~o~ shoulA~~e _try to sleen. J:lef'E?.?11

______ . ~__ . T.h~_li~1!tena_nt_p.a}JJ?ed_t9 t.h.:l-nk.o_ "jVeJ.l.,H .ne rep-J.:L~d,_
()

_ ~_. :!l's aJ').oR1:;_s;lx oi_ o_ne and_ba_l.! a .dosen__o.r tnEL-othero. _~L

-4-

,--- --

- _. --
I

three hour-s get t tng the r-e, It_'.s up. to you, §ergeant o!'
\

"I'm fox w.alking, II the. se rgeant answe.red •...........--
As. the two. dismounted~nd. st ar t ed .to waLk, _1:;h~ .sound

ofa mot.or growling .s.t rencue Ly. .coui o.. be heaz-d.. as another .. -J.
- I

vehicle was climliling the hill. The .two stopped and .100kadt-

In the distance a couple of _dim lights began t,o show them-t .

Belves throngh.the fogo I

~'B.yG.ory.! _ ~{e-'.re in luck !the lieutenant .exc Laf.med~-- -l
_.. The two. at oodc i n the .center of _the highway. waving the.ir ..

arms de sp.e.ra te~y 0 .Tn a mat tar ox eeco.nde the vehicle aSCejded

nh.e short -distance- and.ipu.Ll.e.d..up, to a .e.t op 0 .I'he two reCOg1ized. _

it as another -.j eep_ with a.-l.o.n.e occ upan t beh tnd.rt.he .wheeL; - --
! '
IThe lieJlten.~nt hur-r i ed a19t1g§iqe tl1t;;._driyex. __ftijay,_o o. 0_0." __

I _

"We~l :1;.' 11_ b_e da~eq :If_i_t_ iJ3n_"LQaptain Sh~l ti>!} :t:~O!rLB_

~ -il_ ' C.oIllp'anyo!l_ A h,orrifj_89. _expr~s_s ;i,or.!- .c~ll!~ o ve r th§l ~i8uten~nt ~r· ~

__. . l:" f~\iell, .§eeing iJ3__b§lievillg, __i_s~'t_i~ kieutenan.J;? I'm'
I ' I

_______ J311elt.o n, all r.igh.t,. .L .gue ae, you got_y...oJ.l..r..JLir-.e..s.c.ro.s.sacL.ab.out __.

_ _ Ime b'ej.ng, killed~ff_ _ _ _

... ~L--~Yell-1J----$UB--Ra that ~s__;:-~.the La.eut enan t .anexe r.ed. _ _ _

_____,_ uu.mhfo:und_t;;d_.. ... __ __ _ . __ .. . .. __

face.
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I •••. thought" ••••••.

"Ar-e both of you drunk~II the captain Lrrt er rup t ed ; __- .
IIl!ife11, I gues s we were mistake .• ,..', the lieutenant

anawer-ed trying' to gather hj.s s~lf-QontJ:ol. "Yeh •. that _

must be it," he rl:}peated._ "limy are y_QU fixe<i for .gas ?";

"Joe 1 the lieutenant. ye~l,E?d.to his sergeant who was,

_ ,standing guard _nearb~in case the apprQaching vehicle was I
Ithe_en.emy, "Come hereLl.t's Cap.tain She~ton from_B_Co.mpan~lll

"It I $ whq?rt_the f?e:r&E3a.p.techoed as he amble_d OV{:;X. J

the, lieutenant asked. . . I
r~I have a spare can on the _back," the captai..Yl·re~li~~ 1

,
"If you I re .aut go ahe ad and tak.e it.. But do me_a _f'av.or and

retu rn the can 'to Ucompany tomorrow.. I

you h::::n::r~~o::e Q:i::~:n::tw:::::~~ "W~'re sure glad I

The t.;iO walked ar-ound to the rear of .the j aep. and

in a matter of seconds _had _taken the spare can of. gas off

1I0 •.K....pcapt.ain,U ..the .Laeut enant c.a.Ll.ed.•....

million." -

"thanks a I

I~n.on't mention it',,!' came..ttie r.eply- as the .cap.taan -

started his mot o.r, "Dont t _forget t.he. .can L''

The tw.o ..st.arted .10_fill their tank......vvith.the_precious

,flUid 0-- .then they had f-ini5b.ed., th&-y t o.s.sed t.he can -in

the back seat and st.a.r.ted aga i n for Junglirtster_.
I
II .-
I

~
I

-- t -

I
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_ ni.gh:t_we< raIL out.i.or gas_be~t!Ne_Em..nere and LJJ.xe_mbu_::t;'g_ci_ty,_

_.and_Capt.ain.. Shelton frQm_~B!!'_Company_happene ..d _along .and _

_-ga:\Le-us his spare' .can., ~l ..... _ .__

"Are you crazyJ ..the company icomraander- .growled... "Cant in.

- -- --.- - . -..\
- c -f-

:--~~l~---~-~~~.-~-~-~-~--~.-~--~..~--~.-~--~~~~~--~-

I
Shelton waw.kille.d .. an. No.rmandv ..th.ree ..morrt ha. ago •.." _ ...

_. .'~)VeJ-l, I have his ga~ can to pr-ove it, II the lieu .,t_e:t:l~n_i__

retorted. --_. _._---

I- --1
I -.

I-
I
I
I

I

._..'~;Right. there in the back of my jeep •.L He g?v~ it to

me b.imsj3lf~

7 - - -

- -"1"-

-1


