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GENERAL ORDERS WAR DWPARTMENT
No. 11 Wasmrnaron 26, D. C., 80 January 1948

BATTLE HONORS.—As authorized by Executive Order 9896 (sec. I, WD Bul.
22, 1948), superseding Iixecutive Order 9075 (sec. III, WD Bul, 11, 1942), cita-
tions of the following unlts in the general orders Indicated are confirmed under
the provisions of section IV, WD Circular 333, 1048, in the nawme of the Pregident
of the United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinction. The
citations read as follows:

1. The 1st Battelion, j1st Armored Infantry Regiment, i3 cited for outstanding
performance of duly in actlon against the enemy from 25 December 1944 to 18
January 1045 durlng the Allied operation against the German penetration into
Belglum. ‘The I8t Buttalion, j1st Armored I[nfantry Regiment, fought and lived
in snow and subzero temperstures in a sustalned drive against the enemy from
Ciney, Belgium, through Brazards, Conneux, Conjoux, Soinne, then through
Grandmenil and Odelgne, Beiglum, on to Houffnlize to close the Allled pocket
around the German salient in the Ardennes. The drive was launched throngh
well-Qug-in German infantry, organized in depth in suceessive strong points and
roving antitank rocket tenms, heavy enemy avtillery five, nebelwerfer, and small-
arms flre from cnemy posltions protected by dense wooded areas. Despite the
relatively short daylight hours and long nights spent in digging in defensive po-
sitions in the frozen ground, the celd, tived men of the Ist Beitelion pushed dog-
gedly forward In the face of gevere losses of personnel, At times their hands
and fect were g0 cold that they could walk and fire their weapons only with the
greatest difliculty. Many suffered from actual frost bite, but those gallant, de-
termined, avmored infantrymen gnined their assigned objectives at a cost of 8
officers and 810 enlisted men after capturing 670 Germans and killing or wound-
ing 540 of the enemy troops. This hold and aggressive action of the Ist Batial-
fon, 418t Armored Infuntry Regiment, carrled on under the most dificult condi-
tions, did much to further the 24 Armored Division’s suceessful offensive against
the German bulge in Belgium and 18 worthy of the highesi pralse. (Ceneral
Orders 81, Headquarters 24 Armored Division, 28 November 1845, as approved
by the Commanding General, United States Army Forces, Buropean Thenter
(Maine).)

2. The st Battation, (20(h Infantry Regiment, is cited for outstanding per-
formance of duty I{n action agatnst the enemy from 8 to 12 October 1344, In
Germany. This battallon was glven the mission of eapturing und holding an
important enemy-held town loealed on vitally strategie terrain, Due to the
uature of this terruin, the atiack was made across an unprotected area within
full view of enemy defenses, so that when the objective was reached, the enemy
wag still able to deliver necurate fire,  Despite violent opposition and heavy
casualties, the troops fought tenscdously and svized the town,  Four counter-
altacks were Inunched by the foe in the days following, and numerically superior
infantry and armored thrusts were repulsed in hitter fighting,  The enciny lost
38 tanks, and 126 troops were caplured, in addition to an unknown number of
killed and wounded personnel. The herolsm exhiblied by all members of the
18t Battation, (2000 Infuntry Regimend, reflecis great erodit on themselves, and
1s In keeping with the highest traditions of the military service,  (General Orders
042, II(‘il(i(illlll‘L(’l‘H Seventh Army, Western Military District, 9 November 1945,
as approved by the Commanding General, United States Army Forees, ISuropean
Theater (Main).)

3. The 18t Battalion, 330th [nfantry Regiment; Company C, 773k Tank Batial-
fon; Ist Platoon, Compuny I8, 629U Cank Deglroyer Batlulion; 1st Platoon,
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Antitanle Compuny, 830th Infantry Regimend; snd Mine IPlatoon, Antilang
Compuny, 88010 Infantry Regiment, are clted for oulstanding performance of
duty in armed conilict with the enemy from © Jinuary 1045 to 11 January
1046, With 1ts wenry ranks depleted after a week of constant exposure to
severe cold, including 4 days of bitter fighting, the fst Battalion, together with
its supporting forces, was assigned the misslon to selze and hold the town of
Bihain, Belgium, and protect the right flank of {he 88d Infantry Diviglon in
conjunction with the division's mission of establishing a bridgehead over the
Langlr Ronce River. Despite the handleap of decp snow and extremely low
temperatlures, the assault compunles of the hattalton advanced over 000 yards
across flaf, exposed terraln. In the faee of Intense artilery, morlar, and
automatlie-weapons fire, this battalion sueceeded In driving the enemy from his
outpost pusitions enst of Blhain, After a night characterized by heavy enemy
ghelling of the bltterly won position, the battallon vesumed g attack on Bihaln
at 0730 hours, 10 Junuary. Defending the town stubbornly, the enemy cem-
ployed tank, mortar, artillery, and avtomalicsweapons fire and fanatieally held
thelr posltlons until either killed or overpowered by unvelenting pregsure.  Be-
eausge of the exposed terrudn, each house was an encmy fortifleation.  Although
the enemy fire enused heavy cagualtes among the attackers, it resulted only in
an increagsed determination within the ranks to secure the objectlve.  Kvacuaa-
tion of the wounded was extremely difflcult beenuse of {(he Inclement werther
conditions, the nature of the texrain, and the faet that the enemy wrilllery cov-
ered every approach to the town with heavy flre.  On the mornlng of 11
January, the encmy compleiely blunketed the town with o ¥-hour artillery
barrage of great intensity and, at 0000 hourn, an eatlmaled foree of 2X) enemy
infantrymen supported by flve tanks aftacked the town from (he woodd to the
south. Once again the 788 Battalion displayed lts indomltuble fighting apleit
and, although outnumbered, rose to new helghts In completely halting the
enemy atlack. The final assault wag crushod declsively, the enemy aunthilated,
and the flve tanks destroyed. In these 8 days of actlon the 18t Baltalion wus-
tained 130 casualtles against an estimated H25 for the enemy,  Thuy, ng o resull
of the ungwerving aggressiveness and outstanding courage of ihe men of (he
18¢ Batialion, 380ih Infantry Regiment; Company O, TY4th Tanle Ballalion;
1st Platoon, Company B, 629th. Tanl Destroycer Baltallony 1st Platoon, Antl
tanle Compuny, 330tk Infuntry Regimeni; and Mine Plaloon, Awnlltunk Com-
puny, 830th Infantry Regiment, from § through 11 Januury 1945, o fanntleal
enemy was dislodged from the town of Blhain, Belglum, and the right flank
of the dlvision was secured. The aggressiveness and superb devotion {o duly
dlgplayed by each man of the Jfst Bettalion, 380th Infantry Reglment, and s
supporting forces arce in keeping with the finest traditions of the armed forees.
(General Orders 222, Headgquarters 83d Infantry Division, 3 November TG, ag
approved by the Commanding General, United States Avmy Forees, luropean
Theater (Muin).)

4. The st Battalion, 384th Infantry Regiment, and supporting personnel of
the 320tk Itield Artillery Bultalion and Cannon Company, 3340 Infantry Regi-
ment, nre cited for extraordinary herolsm and detormined aetion against the
enemy In the deive from the Roer River to the Rhine Itfver, 28 I'ebrunry-5 Mauch
1045. The fs! Battalion, at 230330 Webruary 1040, against positions well pre-
pared over an extensive period of thme, launched the Ninth Army ollensive by
crossing the Roer in assaull hoats,  Ieavy encmy avtillery five resulied in divect
hits on the two boats, the loss of the battallon commandoer, und the loss of many
englneer guides and boat personnel; however, the battnlion complefed (he cross-
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ing ready to advance in less than Y% an hour.  Under devastating enemy artillery
fire, over flat terrain subjected to antomatic-weapons fire from a dangerously
exposed vight flank, the I8t Battelion cleared Korrenzlg by 0830 and Rurich by
1410. Before midnight on 23 ¥ebruary 1046, the Ist Battalion started a move
2,500 yards north to Baal to repel a strong counterattack supported by direct
tank fire against the remainder of the reglment. At 240480 February 1945, the
battallon regrouped {n the southwest section of Banl, and amid severe artillery
ghelling and sniper fire, constituted a rear and left flank defense. By 1616 on
25 TFebruary 145, the Isé Rattalion had moved to and captured Hetzerath,
2,600 yards north of Bual, from a fanatieally resisting enemy force. In addition
to many dead and wounded littering the town, Ietzerath wus cleared of over 300
prisoners.  The night of 26 and 26 February 1915 were spent 1u consolldating
positions and establishing contuet with flank unlts. On 27 February 1945, the
battalion, Company A riding on the lead tanks of the 771st Tank Buttalion, con-
stituted the lead elements of Task Toree Chureh, which initiated the Roer-Rhine
break througl, and thrust forward 20 kilometens before dark, The wany
prisoners aud clviitans streaming to the rear were evidence of this battalion's
aggressiveness. By 281700 February 1046, the 18t Battalion, brought up to the
left flank of the 24 Battallon, which had passed through by pushing forward
relentlessly on foot when the road was blocked, had destroyed or captured an
cnemy foree cast of Waldnkel conslsting of H00 troops nnd 7 tanks and self-
propelled fleld pleces. At 010336 Muarch 1045, the 1st Battalion again de-
trucked and assisted in clenring Bolsheln,  Again on 2 March 1045, at 1400, this
tank-riding batintion led off, hoading due cast for the Rhine, Bast of St, Touls,
an cncounter with a sirong enemy foree of 8 self-propelled 88-mm., guns and 200
infantrymen cuused the losg of 4 tunlks on which Ist Batfalion personnel were
riding. A tolnl of eight tanks vldden by 130 Battalion men had been put out
of action. Bwinging north agnin toward Moers on 3 March 1045, the batialion
passed througl (Lie 2a and 8d Battallons and broke up the Germang’ last desperate
counteratinck west of the Rbine. The battle of Moers contluued throughout
4 March 1945, with tho 18i Batlalon flaking to the left through heavy artillery
and lntense automatic fire. AL 050255 Mareh 1046, the battalion reached the
bridge slte where, nt duylight, 400 enemy troops were clenred from surrounding
pulldings. In 10 days of almost econtinuous movement and combuat, the Isé
Battelion, 884tk Infanivy Regiment, and supporiting personnel of the 826th
Field Artillery Battalion and Cannon OQompany, 334th Infonlry Regiment, in
constant contact with the enemy, with the loss of the battallon commander and
two rifle company comnnanders, despite fatigue easualties, made an assault cross-
ing of the Roer River and, hy forever keeplng ity spiril to ndvance and its will
to fight, spenrhended the 84th Infantry Division in the rapid break through to
reach the Mbine River. (General Ordens 224, Headguarters &lth Infantry
Diviston, 10 Octaber BHEG, as approved by (he Commanding General, United
Stales Army Forees, Buropean Theater (Mnin).)

5. The 2d Baltalion, 63d Infantry Regiment, 1s elted for outstanding perform-
ance of duly In action against the cnemy on 1.uzon, Philippine Islands, during
tho period 23 June to 7 Iuly 1945, The 2d Battalion began its advanee on Mount
Santo Domlngo, 4,200 feet in elevation, gurrding the entrance to Kinngan, last
major Japnnese defense pogition and supply base oo Luzon. The advanee through
the rugged and wild mountain provinee was made along two parallel and tortuous
mountain (rails, blasted from the side of rock ellffs and flanked by dense jungle
and rain foresl. The trails were mined, evatered, and blocked by numerols land-
slides anqd tank traps. Bight grueling duys of bitter close-in fighting against
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stubborn resistance hrought the 84 Battalion to wilthin sirlking dlstance of the
main enemy position, Illgh winds and typhoon ralns hampered engineer ang
ploneer operations and made supply and ovacuntion by haud earry extremely
difficult. Well-trained enemy infantry In good physleal conditfon and armed
with a high percentage of aulomatie weapons, defended tho knife-edged ldges
of the positions, which were completely tunnelled throngh and honeyeombed with
caves, Jungle and vertleal cliffs on efther flank canallzed the aifack of the
2d Battalion. Tor 4 days, the 84 Batlulion hurled atincks agalust thls position
until it was finally tnkon on G July by a savage assault with hand grenades,
bayonety, and satchel charges. The enemy fought to the death, and friendly
easunltics were high.  During the nlghts of 6 -0 and ¢-7 July, the cacy atlempted
to retake the position with fleree counterattacks which were hewden back,  During
the perfod 23 June to 7 July 1045 845 enemy dend were counted on the front of
the 2¢ Bueltelion and two prisoners of war were {uken,  The defeat wan o deelstvo
one and opened the way to the selzure of KKlangan, Toug of ammunition sud
lurge wmounts of vehleles, supplies, and equipiment were captuved along the
roule of advance. The logses of the battallon wera 10 dead and 12 wounded.
Brery oflicer and man digplayed the highest kind of fortitude, resourcefultioss,
and devotion to duty. The distinguished performnnce of duty by the 2d Babiulion,
6384 Infantry Regiment, exemplifies the teue spielt of the Ameriean Arimy and
refleets great credit on the miitary service,  (Goneral Orders 161 Headguariers
Gth Infantry Division, 16 August 10435, a8 approved by the Commander In Ohilel,
United States Army Forces, Pacific.)

6. The 2a Battalion, $11th Infantry Reginent, 8 clied for ountstanding per
formance of duty in action againsgt the cnemy during the perlod 30 January (o 7
February 1045. During this protracted perlod, the battallon eaptured Kesternieh,
Germany, against fanatical defense, and ndvanced abt nlght over 4,000 yards of
enemy-held terraln to capture Rulivberg, Germany, on 4 February UG, The
24 Battelion continued its allack at 0330, § February 1045, over very ruggoed
mountain terrain te capture Woffelsbach, Germany, and the high ground to the
west and north. Soma 23 plllboxes wore caplured in thlg operanton. On 7
TFebruary 1945, the 84 Battalion fought Iy way over 300 yards of mountainoud
forest, with slopes of [rom 80° to 60° to he overcome it defended by detfermined
enemy In concrete pillboxes, wooden bunkers, and entrenchments, By s daring
and vigorously persistent operatlons, thdg battalion outflunked the Steaugh-
Steckenborn gegiient of the Slegfried Line; successfully antineked nuaid elenred
the enemy from key terrain gouth and gouthwest of Schmlde, Germnny, nnd
thereby provided for the rapld reductlon of the strongly fortifled aren protecting
the Schwammenauel Dam, wilh o minimuwm of casunlties, The cournge, fortitude,
and devotion to duty shown hy the members of the 24 Battallon, 314U Infantry
Regiment, for a protracted period of 9 days In the face of severe weather and a
determined, entrenched enemy—38 dayg of Lhig operatlon helng over ferealn
impassable to movement of any type of motor vehiele, necossttating the hand
carrylng of all supplles, equipment, and ammunition-—resulied fn a 6 mite advanee
into the enewmy territory nnd the caplure of three (owns with over 800 prisoners.
(Genernl Orders 824, Headquarters 78lh Infaniry Divislon, 80 June M, a
approved by the Commanding General, United Slates Army lforces, Kuropean
Theater (Main).)

7. The 24 Buttalion, 330ih Infantry Regiment, 18 clted for ontstanding per
formance of duty in armed confllet with the enemy. At 0830 on 7 Augusl
1044, the 24 Battalion, 330th Infantry Reghment, launched an attnclk loward
8t. Joseph, IPrance. By 0030, the leading company began recelving intense
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artillery, machine-gim, and small-arms fire. Al through the rest of the day,
heavy fightlng went on and the two leading compunies were able to ad-
vance another 800 yards before darkness came and detensive positions were
prepared for the night., Doove dawn on 8 Aongust, the German urtillery bhe-
gan a coneentration whieh blanketed the entive battalion aren and lasted
for 45 minutes, and its Intensity delayed the jump-off time of the battalion’s
attack. The battalion seetor way some 1800 yards In width and ran through
woods of varylng denslty and over bald, open hills that were under divect
enemy ohservallon and subjeet fo all their fire power. At about (800, the
battalion resumed the attack. Ilere the battnlion bore the brunt of the
diviglon attack, Dbelug almost {n the center of the division seetor. It en-
countered the strongest of enemy inslallations, ineluding permanent gun em-
placements hewn out of the graulte rocks of a quarry and an extensive
gerles of fox holeg and trencheg refnforced by stone walls and barbed wire
entanglements,  Severul thnes hand-to-hand combat was needed to reduee
these positions. Mven though cutnumbered, it continued the attucks against
fanatleal opposition In the face of Intenge urtillery coucentrations, including
multiple-barrelled  rvoclket projeciors, antltank guns, 88-mm  guns, mortar,
and maehine fire.  Through aggressiveness, determinatlon, and sheer cour-
age, by 1030 it had gained 600 yardy of bitterly contested ground. Then
the enemy counteentlacked. The numerleally snperior enemy clogsed In upon
the battallon and a furlous hand-to-hand battle raged. Radio operators,
runners, and Halson personnel all Joined In the battle to muster every avail-
able weapon to force the enemy back., Finally, the fightlng skill and spirit
of the 24 Batillon whowed Hs effect. Those enemles who were not killed,
wounded, or capturced were pulb {o rout and thelr morale broken. Without
respite the battaliony’ atinck continued.  When one company was suffering
heavy ensualties nnd beemme disorganized by flee from a self-propelled guy,
the last remaining oficer i the company, at great risk to his 1life, knocked it
out with a bazooka.  Suell lendership and disvegard for personal safety
chavaeterized the actions of all mentbersy ol the hattallon. By nightfall it had
advanced to within 500 yards of (he St Joseph fortress, and by constantly
pouriug fire Lrom stnall arms, mortavs, and artillery into the forirvess, they
prevented the cnewy from manning (heir gun positions atop (he fortress,
thus being able (v clean up the oufposts of the enemy that surrounded the
fortresg. The heavy shelllng shook the fortress continuously throughout the
night. The next morning, the German commander of the fortress, his troops
declslvely defeated and thoroughly demoralized, and seeing the hopelessness
of hig sltuation, surrendered the forfress.  Baltabion losses during the 3-day
netlon were 154 killed, wounded, or inissing. Ao esthmated 261 Germans
were killed, 428 (aken prisoner, and 178 wounded.  Five enemy gassanlt
guns, three self-propelled guns, flve antiank guns, seven antlddveraft guns,
one tank, and seven mortars were destroyed,  Anoundefermined but large
amount of enemy small arms, ammunltion, and food stores was captured or
destroyed.  Thus, during the 3day period from 7 through 4 August 1044
the 2¢ Ballalion, i30th Infeniry Regimenl, with st notable display of courage,
combat skill, and determination hroke stubborn coemy  resistunee at St
Joseph and the approaches fo SG Malo, decisively defetted the enemy, and
prevented them Crom denying our entry into the St Malo-Dinard aves.  The
undaunted cournge and suswerving devotlon to duty shown by cach man of
the battalion refleet (he highest teaditions of the armed forees. (Gencral
Orders 281, Headquarters $3d Infantry Division, B December 1945, as ap-
AGO 20898
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proved by the Commanding General, Thivd United Stafes Avmy and Fastern
Milltary Distriet,)

8. The 3d Baettalion, 137th Infanlry Regiment, s cffed for owtstouding per-
formance of duty in actlon agalnst the enemy In Ffrmee from 18 to 21 November
1944, On the morning of 18 November 190, (he dd Ballalion, 187 Infuntry
Regiment, launched an atlock towd blgh ground nopth east ot Hneprieh, ag
part of the 85th Infantey Division offensive denfgned to hrealo the winder offensive
line estublished by (he Germans on the axls of Naney, Nurregueines, and
Mannheim. The fixst obloctive was selzed at OUIG howrs, after the battalion
had forded an ey stremm and had deiven through barbed wive entunglements
at the muddy approaches Lo the town of Benlng, Pauslng moneninrily, the
troops pressed on under inereasingly accurate shellflre, aeross open terraly, and
entered the town of Blstroff, Bitter howse-to-house fhehtlng ensaed, untll 1230
hours when posgegsion of the town was seeured, Mavshy terenin {n that vielnity
defied all efforts to move elther track or wheeled vehleles, I antlelpation of
an atterapt to retnke Blstroff, antllank mbies were hand carrled under cover
of darkuess nnd placed astride the two ronds lewdling Into the town, AL 0000
19 November, Company K lnunched an atlaek on 1L 810, the outntanding lereain
fenture in this avey, studded with gun cwoplacenients whiel denled (he use of
nedarby roads to our forces, Simultuncously the Germans counterndfneked the
town of Bistroft In company strength, supported by two Mark V LPanther (nnks,
Both tanks were disgabled by the well-placed antitank mines, and the §d Battalion
riflemen, with avtillery support, pluced withering fire nmong the enemy ranks,
stalled the enemy atlack, gradually turned i, wnd forced the (Germang haelk with
heavy casualtics. In the meantime, Compnuy I aeldeved o tacetieal surpriso
and, supported by a heayy machine gun platoon, stormed the dug-in positions on
Hill 816, The capture of thig hill pierced the encmy defense Hne, nnd enrbled
armor and other units on the right to advance and welze (rog/Tenquin, At 0700
20 November, the 84 Battalion moved toward the enemy stronghold of Frey-
bouse, acress sogey terrain and under arvtilery wud mortne fire, selzed severat
intervening fortified positions, aund that afternoon Inunched an attuele which
carried Into the outskirty of Freyhouse, Thie enctuy reacted strongly with well
organized counterattacks. By nightfull, one platoon of Compnny K was estab-
lished In a group of houses in the town, Other wuniiy of the d¢ Baltation, sap-
ported by two tank destroyers, attacked at 0700 the Lollowlng mornlug, wmlvanced
relentlessly across an open fleld swept by machine-gun five, jolned the plirtoon
already in the town, and, without resplite, proceeded to drive Lhe bitterly vesist-
ing Germans from Freybouse, thereby cllminatiug the last major obatacle betore
Suarreguemines, The extraordinary herolsmy, exemplary cndurance, and temin-
work displayed by the members of the 3¢ Baltallon, 137th Dufuntry Regiment,
fightlng under adverse circumstances agulnst a determlned and resoureeful
enewny, are in accordance with the highest traditlons of the mlittiry serviee
(General Orders 68, Headquarters 85(h Infantry Dlviston, Camp Breekinridge,
Kentucky, 6 November 1945, as approved by the Commnnding Genernl, United
States Army Forces, European Theater (Mnlu).)

9. The 3d Battalion, 830th Infantry Regiment, g clied for outsinndiug per-
formance ol duty in armed eonflict with the enemy.  On the morning of the 10th
December 1944, from an asscmbly area near Grosshau, Germany, (he badtallon
attacked with the mlsgion of capturing and securing the town of Strass, (fer-
muny, and thus permltting the Gth Armored Diviston a place of debouchieut
from the Hurtgen Forvest In Its drive to the Rocr River. Tuking advantage of
darkness, the battulion euntered the town of Strasy, complelely surprising the

AUL 20801



Go 11
7

enemy ; but when the enemy discovered the battalion had entered the town, in-
tense reslstance was encountered. The enemy maneuvered its supporting forces
untll It had senled ofC the assault companles by completely surrounding the town.
Despite constant artitlery, mortar, and machine-gun fire, the 84 Battalion threw
bdck daily counterattacks by numerlcally superior forces of enemy infantry sup-
ported by tanks and assault guns. During the 4-day period which saw six
battalion commanders in command, because of wounds or death incurred in
action, the battulion displayed ity superh fighting spirit by refusing to allow
itself to be defeated. Although without food for 8 days aud without sufficlent
medical supplies to treal the ever-lnereasing number ol its own and enewy
wounded, the battallon never lost 1ts determination to succeed in the face of
what appeared o be a desperate and hopeless situatlon.  During this period the
8d Battalion lost 203 men kifled, wounded, and missing, while the enemy suffered
an estimuted 650 casualties, IPive enemy tanks were destroyed by our forces
during this perlod. As o resuit of the outstanding courage and determination
to succeed displayed by cvery flghting man of (he 3d Battalion, 380th Infantry
Regiment, from 10 through 18 December 1044, a strong enemy foree was repeatedly
driven from the town of Strass, which enabled the 51 Avmored Division (o execute
its drive toward the Rocr River and seal off the vitally important Roer River Dam
aren, The aggressiveness and superb devotion to duty displayed by the 84
Battalion agalnst overwhelming oddg and under extremely diflicult conditions
meri¢ much praise and are In keeplng with the fnest traditions of the armed
forces of the United States. (General Orders 230, Headquarters 83d Infantry
Divigion, 4 Doecember 1946, ay upproved by the Commeaending General, Third
United States Ariny nnd Eastern Mitltary District.)

10. The 8d Baltalton, 848th Infantry Regiment, 18 cited for outstanding accom-
plishment in combat during the perlod 8 to 12 April 3045 in the vicinity of
Hellbronn, Germany. After crossing the Neckar River by assault boat, the bat-
talion securad a bridgehead nnd prepared to hold ity position when intense enemy
artillery and mortar barrages landed with almost pinpoint precision on the cross-
Ing slte, making further uge of assaulg bonts impossible nud Isolating the bat-
talion, Simultancously wave after wave of hostile troops, an entire regiment in
strength, counteraliacked, and the weight of the numerically-superior foe forced
the battalion (o withdraw to the river's edge. Despite heavy losses, remuants
of the battallon reorganized and, when the Germams stopped to dig in, attacked
agaln and retook most of the lost ground.  Kvery night for 5 nights the cnemy
attacked, trylng desperafely to regain the cast bank, bul each thue they were
thrown back. On one oceaslon, after a 3-mile-long column of cnemy troops and
vehicles poured into the lines, the Germans charged with reckless and fanatieal
zeal, and suceeceded in making a slight penetration.  Committing s veserves, the
battalion stopped the attack nnd reestablished its Hnes. By the individual
herolsm and Intrepidily of the officers and men of this command, the depleted
battallon held the bridgehend for 8 days and nights nnder continuous and savage
shelling, cnabiing (he diviston (0 push other (roops across the river and Insure
the success of the vital operation.  The aceamplishent of the 3d Battalion,
398th Infaniry Regiment, reflecls the highest traditions of (he Army of the United
States.  (General Orders 277, Headguurefers 100th Infanlry Division, § Novemher
1945, as approved by the Commanding General, luropean Theater (Main).)

11. The 25¢h Liaison Squadron is clted For oulstandlog performance of duty in
action tn the Phillppine Islunds frone 17 April to 1 June 145, During this period,
members of the 25(h Licison Squadron, 1ying light, highly vulnerabie linison type
aireraft, rendered lnvaluuble support to Ameriean alr and ground forces cum-
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palgning on the 1stand of Mindanae. Trequently hraving cuemy ground fire,
pllots of the 25¢th Licison Squadron alded two divislons by varrylug out photo-
graphie and reconnadssanee misstons, lacuting enenty posttions uhend of advaneing
ground troopy, directing tnetleal atreraft, plu-pointing targets with smoke gre.
nades, leading transport alveraft on drop missions, and bringing messnges and
information to rapldly moving forward elements. WHL bt Uttle Sutereaption
throughout this perlod, the 25th Licison Synadron malntalned a dally courler
sehedule for evacuating casunlttes from front Unen to hospltals or 1o lavger alr
fleldg for evacuation from the Island.  In all, airplanes of the 25th Lidison Squad-
ron flew a total of 2,630 houry In a stngle montly, an average of 1208 houvy for each
available piiot, aud, during the entire perlod, earrled n (ofgl of 2.1k passengers
and 125,000 pounds of freight, mail, and supptles. o malntnin this geoeling
schedule, practically all malntennnes work and brleling was carvied out at night,
Many times the photographic seetton worked all night to meet phatographile re-
quirements, wiile the squadron’s wmedlent personnel vendered nvatugble anslstance
to the ground forces medienl troops in evaenation work, By the sklll and courage
of 1ty pilots, and the tireless devolion to duty of s ground personnel, the 85t
Liaison Squadron played nmajor part n the conquest of Mindanao and the cons
sequent lberatlon of the southern Islands of the Philippines, By thelr achleve-
ments in the Mindanno opernttons, pevsonnel of the 25tk Liaivon Squidron hrought
great evedit on themselves and on the United Staten Army Ale Forees,  (General
Orders 2186, Hendquarters 1My ISasl Aly Forces, [0 Novenber 181G, ug approved
by the Commander in Chief, Unlted Ntates Army Forees, Laclfle))

12. The 85th Troop Carrier Sytudron iy cited for oulstanding performanee of
duty in actlon in the Philippine Islands on 23 Febraary HHG, On thal duy,
Amerlean and Flipine fovees undertook Lo lberate 9,100 Alllod efvillang and
prisoners of war Intorned fn the Japanese prison cunp at Los Banes, at the
gouthern end of Laguna de Bay, Luzon, The plan of operntions ealled for g
ground attack from the north, an amphiblous attack Lrom Laguna de Buy, and a
paratroop attack, as well ayg guerllia inflitration.  'Phe mission of the 65th T'roop
CQarrier Squadron was to trangport the aheborne (roops nnd (o drop them within
a small target area in the proximity of the prison. Taking off b complete dark-
ness from Nichols Meld, Imzon, carly fn the morning of 213 iebrunry, the forma-
tion of nine C-47 alveraft headed toward Munla Buy, then turted and ene hack
over the target. Although the small dropping zone wan surrounded by trees
on three sides, and a high-power eleetrie line extendad dingonslly aeross the nren,
the air-borne troops were placed in the proper aven, eloxe to the compound, without
Injury, and were successPul in neutrallzlng gun positlons nud entering the prison
within 15 minutes after the st pavachute had opeped. Al the Internees, suffer-
Ing from maluutritlon and various disenses, were succensfully veleased, ug Amer-
fean and Filipino forees achleved complete surprise, By effeeting the preelse tim-
ing necessary to the suecess of this operntion, wnd by dropplng the paratroopd
into the target aren ag quickly and efielently as possible, the crews of the 650
Troop Cerrier Squudron played a major parl In (he successful Hberation of
several (housund men, women, and children In desperwte need of help. The eour-
age and skill of the personnel of the 65ih Troopy Carvier Nquadron wre ln keeplng
with the bighest traditions of the armed forces of the Unlted States.  (General
Orders 2186, Headquarters Far East Afr Rorces, 10 November 145, as approved
by the Commander in Chiel, United States Army Korees, Daclfic.)

13. The 8d Engincer Combut Battalion 13 clted for outstanding performanee of
duty in action agalnst (he cnemy on 12 and 13 April 1040, near Magdeburg, Qe
muny, Although taxed strenuously while supporting the 2d Armored Divislon's
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long and hazardous drive from the Rhine River, this battalion accepted with great
determination its mission of bridging the ¥lbe River. Xven though it was im-
possible to make a detalled reconnalssance of crossing sites, the officers in com-
mand made a prompt decigion, and operations begnn, Two bridges were approach-
ing completion when Intense enemy artillery fire destroyed both of the crossings.
At this point, all troops were evacuated from the far shove, and general casnalties
were sustained. The battallon remained at the site, handling assault boats until
evacuation wag completed. Then, a third attempt to establish a crossing was
made and resulted tn the first bridgehead acrosy the vitally important river. The
skill, courage, and efficient efforts of the oflicers and men of the 824 Bngineer
Combat Battalion uassured the successful asgault, despite flerce enomy resistance,
Thelr achievement contributed materially toward the completion of the Alliag’
mission and was in keeping with the highest standards of the armed forces of the
United States. (General Orders 042, Headquarters Seventh Army, Western
Military Distrlet, 9 November 1046, as approved by the Commanding General,
United 8tateg Army Forces, Buropean Theater (Main).)

14. The 166t Engincer Oombat Battalion 18 clted for outstanding performance
of duty against the enemy from 7 to 10 February 1946. For 72 hours, the gal-
lant men of this battallon battled the overwhelming diflicuity of concentrated
enemy artlllery flre and the raging, flood-swollen current of the Saner River, near
Dilltgen, Luxembourg, to maintaln a constant flow of infantrymen and supplies
to the hostlle shore, Limited to night reconnaissance by constant surveillance
from the Slegfried Line, they employed assault boats to transport the first com-
pany across. With daylight and the attack developing, the battalion attempt-
ed to construct foutbridges, only to have them elther destroyed by direet, hostile
artillery flre or swept nway by the torrential current, All else failing, the en-
gineers brought up 460 assuult cralt and, despite heavy losses suffered in men and
matérie]l, continued to ferry men, food, and ammunition across the river until the
entire regiment and thelr equipage had been unloaded onto the newly established
bridgehead and sulliciently secured agninst all enemy attack, except by artillery,
these intrepld soldlers constructed a Class 40 ponfon bridge downstream for the
movement of reinforcements and supplies to fhe infantrymen ussauiting the
Slegfried Iine. The [66th Kngineer Combet RButtelion’s indomitable fighting
gpirit, indefatignble efforts in the face of almost insurmountable odds, and
thelr unflluching devotion to duty ave In keeping with the finest traditions of
the mllitary service, (General Orders 204, Headguarters Thivd Unlted States
Army, 14 October 1945, as approved by the Commanding General, United States
Army Forces, Kuropenn Theater (RRear).)

15, The 247th BEngineer Combat Battalion 18 cited for outstanding performance
of duty In action agalnst the enemy from 2 to 23 Oclober 1944, In the viclnily of
Murienberg, Rimberg, and Aachen, Germany.  Against Intense enemy mortar,
artillery, and small-urms flre, this unlt undertool it vital migsion of coustruet-
ing four hridges across the Wurm River, so that infantry and tank groups could
cross the river and attack.  Although the battalion was forced to deploy as in-
fantry upon reaching the sftes: and despite heavy casualties, the first bridge was
completed 2 hours after construction began. This permitted tunk support to
Inunch an attack. The tollowing day, while still under ar(illery fire, 4 Bailey
bridge was built near the same stte.  On 4 October, after fighting as infantry for
2 days, the unit completed the fourth and finnl (readway bridge. Without a rest
perlod, the battallon {hen assumed the offensive as inlfantry, and moved against
the Slegfried Line. For 4 days and uights of contiaual cambat, they drove 1rom
Kerkrade, Holland, Into Auchen, Germauny, to capture 22 plilboxes and 186 pris-
AGO 20891
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oners, The herole achicvement of the 24710 Fugineer Combnt Ballalion, which
enabled the $0th Infantry Division and (he 24 Avmored Diviston (o drive to (he
Roer River line, was {n keeping with the fineat traditions of the combat englneers
and the armed forces, (General Orders 642, ITeadquarters Seventh Avmy, Wost-
ern Military Distrlet, 9 November MG, ax approved by the Commnnding Gen.
eral, United States Army Iovees, Buropean "Theater (Main).)

16, The 3j8th Righter Uroup s elted for owlstanding pevformanes of duty In
action in the Phillppine Islands on 24 December WL On that day, four P-47
squadrong of the group were assigned to provide protectlon for twenly-two B-24
afreraft making a raid on Clark IMeld, Luzon, then one of the prinetpn) Japuncese
gtrongholds in the Philipplne Islands,  'Palking off 'rom an alesteip on the slund
of Leyte, the alrplunes of the 348th Fighter (Group rendezvoused over Maxhate
with the bombers, which were Oying from Palnu, ‘I'wo of the U247 pilots, dis-
patched on ¢ preraid reconnaissance, renched the target avea 26 minutey ahead
of the maln striking force without belng detected,  Finding (the afr filled with
Japanese alrplanes at altitudes of from 10,000 to 16,000 feet, they unheslialingly
dived into the nearest enemy formatlon and, In the cusuing battle, desiroyed
3 enemy alveraft and damaged another. Then, bhefore tho remundning Japunese
conld elose 1 on them, these pilots radloed full nlormation (o the maln Amerlenn
force on the number and digposition of the cnemy formations, the weather, and
possible targets. Ag the Ameriean bombers appronchied Clark Fieki wuder g
cover of -47 aireraft at 20,000 feet, encmy Nghlers hegan Lo nttuek,  Soon, o
serles of fights between elements and flights of D=4Ts agninst 2-nlrplane tghts
and single alreraft of the enemy raged at allitudes of 2,000 to 20,000 ool for
10 to 15 milles on elther flunk of the Liberntors' approacl,  Desplio Inercasing
antlaireraft fire, two of the Thunderbolt squadrons provided cloke proteetion for
tho bombers, engaging the enemy fighter atveralt only whoen they brolka {hrough
the cover to attack the bombers, In a db-minufe hattly the I 47 phiots destroyed
82 hostlle alreraft and probably 2 others, or move than bulf of the mrborne
Japunese fighters, and thereby enabled the Ameriean homb smpuudrons to destroy
grounded alreraft, large hangars, extenslve supply dumps, nud repalr lustalla-
tions without suffering a single casualty. OF the Thundorbolts whieh purtlet-
pated In this perfectly coordinated strike, fonr were losf, with vne pllol erash-
landing safely. Credit for the outstanding success of (his njsslon must be
glven not only to the pilots of the group but also to the maltenunee, aperations,
and Intelligence personnel who readied the alrplanes and afrimen for the ight.
In helping to deal a smashing blow nt the center of Jupunese alp power o (he
Philippines and thereby pave the way for the Invaslon of Luzon some weeky
later, the personnel of the 348th Fighicr Group brought great honor on (hemselves
and the United Stateg Army Alr Forces,  (Generad Orders 2186, eulguariers
Far 13ast Afr Forces, 10 November 1945, as approved by the Conunnnder In
Chlef, United States Army Forces, Pactiie.)

17. The 403 Troop Carrier Group is cited for oistanding performance of duly
1 action in the Philipplne Islands from 17 April to 80 June MG, When Lighth
Army units, after landing on the island of Mindanao, qulekly overvenched thele
supply lines, and prolonged raing rendered gronnd routes impnssable, 1L beeame
necessary that air transport be used to resupply ammuniiton, ratlons, and medieal,
engloneering, signal, und fuel supplies to the rapidly advitnelng troops.  Arsigned
on sndden notice to take part in the Mindanno operntlons, the 408d Trovp Gurrier
Group, then enguged In transport activily over an aren ranglng from Auslralia
to the Philipploes, had Lo set up u temporary advance buse to meel Jeighth Army
requirements. To accomplish their vitally Importunt task, (347 crews of Lhe 403d
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Troop Carrier Group, frequently subjeeted to severe enemy ground fire, flew at
dangeronsiy low altltudes ab minfmuam alr speeds to earry out dropping mlissions,
and made uplft Qights to guerrBla-bullt jungle alr strips or bhadly damaged pre-
war Innding flelds.  These hastily constructed flelds, averaging less than 2,500 feet
in length, made landing and take-off especlaliy hazardous, while the absence of
radio communications in many of the aveas of Mindanao foreed the pilots to deter-
jine from vigual markings whether the stripy were Ameriean- or Japanese-held.
To reach ground force units In the mounlainous dlstriets, alveraft of the 408d
Troop Carvier Group had Lo wind through valleys and dodge trencherous peaks in
ever-changing weather.,  One of the most noteworthy achlevements of the 403d
Troop Carricr Group veeurred on 20 and 21 May, when these transport plunes
landed at Libby Fleld In the midst of a fleree battle for the posscssion of the field,
and, in 2 duys, evacualed 343 wounded, although ground action wasg in progress less
than 200 yavds awny, Desplte the hazards which confronted thelr netivities dur-
ing thig entire perlod, only 2 alreraft were lost and no persounel of the 4084 Troop
Carrier Group were Injured, although 12 of the afrplancs were damaged by enemy
fire.  Groumd erews of the 403d ‘t'roup Carvier Group demonstrated exceptional
kit and devotlon to duly in maintaiuing and servielng the alverafl, working 24
hours o day to keep the nirplanes lylng.  Durlng this period, the 40384 T'roop Car-
rier Group completed a total of 6,128 flights, dellvering u total of 1,606,864 peunds
of supplles and equipment In dropping missions, and 9,685,248 pounds in uplift
missiong, and evacanling 4,700 battle casnalties. In making 1L possible for the
Bighth Arnty to continue its drives through Mindanao, the pergonnel of the 403d
Troop Ourricr (roup mnade n declded contribution to the suceessful liberation of
the I1glands of the southern Phillppines and brought great credit on themselves
and the United States Army.  (QGeneral Orders 2180, ITeadquarters Far East
Alr Torees, 10 Novemboer 1946, ag approved by the Commander in Clilef, United
States Army Forcees, Paclfie,)

18, The 4518t Bombardment (roup 1s cited for outstanding performance of
duty In armed conliict witl the enemy. Notifled to prepare thelr aireraft for
a vital mission agalnst the Markersdorf Afrdrome, Vienna, Austrla, in a counter
aly operation, the gronnd erews worked with enthusiasm to Insure the mechani-
eal perfection of thelr alrplaney for (he Lortheoming mission.  On 23 August 1944,
twenty-four 1324 type atreraft, heavily loaded with maximum tonnage, took off
and set course for thelr destinatlon,  Iin route, the formation was intercepted by
numerous cnemy fighters in o well coordinated attack, emerging from protective
cloud covering ¢ to 10 abreast and employing 20-nnn cannon in thelr violent
assaults.  The highly aggressive enemy lighters mnde sulctdal attempls agalnst
the bombers In w desperate attempt (o hreak up and destroy the formation, to
prevent the successtul commpletton of thelr vital misslon, Displaying outstandiog
courage, professionn] skill and fortitude, the gulinnt erews bullled thelr way
through the overwhelining enciny opposition to the target, where, under con-
thimed heavy opposition, they completed @ highly sueccessful bombing run.
Through thelr superlor ablitty to muintain a tight protective formation and
to divect henvy defensive five ngainst (he fierce attacks of the enemy, the group
accounted for 2 enemy nlreraft destroyed or damaged In the air. The excellent
bombing pattern on the ground installations inflicted grave damage to important
butldings and supplies, nnd 12 enemy adrphines were destroyed on the ground.
Throughout (he serial battle, the 45/8t Bombardment (roup lost nine heavy
bombers, with others severely dumaged by heavy enemy five Throvgh this
outstanding achiovement, 1 telling blow was straek at the fighter alreraft con-
centrations In the Vienna arey, thus effectively aud serlously crippiiog enemy-
AGO 2o¥0 1
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operations eficlency at a time of great mportance. By the oufrtanding cournge,
professional skill, and unwavering delermination of the combal erews, together
with the superior technleal skill and devotlon ta duly of the ground personnel,
the 4518t Bombardment Group has upheld the highest tradltions of the milliary
gervice, thereby refleeting great credlt on thewselves and the armoed foveey of
the United States of Amerlen,  (General Orders 37597, Hendgoariers Fifteenth
Aly Iroree, 2 October 1044, ag approved by (he Conmnanding General, Mediter-
rancan Theater,)

19, The 4758k IMghier Group 18 clled Lor outstunding performance of duty In
action in the Phillppine Islands from 26 October to 20 Decomber 1946 Opornt-
ing from 3 alrstripy on the iyland of Leyle, pllots of tho Y50 Fighter Group
destroyed 158 Japanese atreraft awd probably destroyed 28 others in aerlal
combat durlng this perlod, assisling In wresting alr supremuey from the enemy
early in the course of (he Phillpplue operations,  Prior (o the arrlval of thelr
atrplanes at Leyte, plloty of the group, which had arrlved o the Philippines
shortly after the inttinl assaull, borrowed uirernft of anolher organtzation and,
of thefr own volltlon, made fighter sweeps over nearby cnemy Ingtallations,
while more (han 200 oficers and men of the anit worked for 2% days through-
out enemy hombing and straflug attacks o serviee Unlted States nnval fighters
and attack bombers at Dulng alrstrlpy, although neconsary equipment and parts
had to be borrowed, fuprovised, or salvaged. On 7 Decomber 1044, tho group
flew 01 smortled to glve patrol protection to Amerlean Ilnndlng operations (n
western Leyte, and destroyed 28 enemy alveraft In numcerous battlen. On 26
December 1944, escorting heavy bombers over enemy-held Clavie IWeld, Luozon,
piloty of the 475th Fighter (roup destroyed 20 enemy afveralt to bring the total
aerinl vietories of the group to 0§00, In additlou, the 475th Pighter (roup
destroyed numecrous cnemy alrplanes on the ground and gerlously damaged
enemy airfield installattons, Of the pllots who partielpated In (hese aperntiony
2 were killed, 6 were reported missing, wnd 4 woere wounded, white 14 of thelr
alreraft were destroyed. Credlt for (he brliilant achievements of the group
during this eritical 60-day period must go to not only the pllots but alse (o the
maintenance crews and other ground ypersonnel wlihout whose skill and tre-
less devolion to duty these vietorles would unot have heen possibie.  In ouanking
this outstanding contributlon to the successful completlon of the Irst phases
of the Phllippine lberation eampulgn, the personnel of the §756n Mighter Uroup
upheld the highest traditions of the United Stated Arvy Alr Forees.  (General
Orders 2186, Headguarters Far Bast Alr Forces, 10 Novemboer 1445, a8 approved
by the Commander in Chief, United States Arviny Foreew, Paellie,)

20. 'The 687th Iticld Artillcry Battalion I8 eiled for outatanding performance of
duty in action against the encmy during the perlod, 16 22 December 1944 In
Luxembourg and Belglum, On 16 December 1044, the 687th Fieltd Artillery
Battalion, less Battery B, was rclnforelng the 28(h Infantry DIvision from
positions south ol Wiltz, Luxembourg. The ecoemy Inunched n stromg allack
early on the morning of 16 Deecember whieh penetrated the Infantry and swur-
rounded the batallion. The battallon was heavily shelled.  The howltzer
crews, on 18 December, with great courage and determination fought off re-
peated enemy attacks agalnst thelr positlons.  Battery BB was returned to
the battallon. It arrived and was emplaced on Lhe nlght of (¢ December
1944, haviug passed through enemy territory. 'Lhroughoul 17 Decomber 104,
Battery B pluced a barrage avound the positions of Battery A and G, ¢n-
abling them to beat off a determined enemy attuck and to displace {o more
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advantageous positlons. On the night of 17 December, the Battalion ITead-
quarters and Battery BB were surrounded but they broke out, made a night
march through cremy terrltory, and went into positlon with Batterios A
and B near Wiltz, Luxembourg, to support the Qefense of that eity: Al
observation posts had been overrun and the personnel were missing. On 18
and 19 December, the battallon was the ouly artillery In the sector and,
with outstanding inltintive and adwirable fortitude, supported the defense
of the eity of Wiltz. The supply Jnes were ent but the battalion trains fought
through with ammunition and supplles. The batterles wete in position in column
and as the enemy attneked the fivat battery, it withdrew under the pro-
tecting fire of the remalning batterieg.  On the night of 19 December, the .
battalion commamd post was eaptured and heavy casunalties weve suf- |
26 yards of the remginder of the baltnllon. At 2200 that night, the bat- -
tallon wag aptacked on all stdes and fought courageously for several hours,
The battnlion conmmand post wag captured and heavy casualties were suf-
fered Dy both sides.  On 20 Decembor 10944, the battalion fought its way to‘t-'. S
Bastogne and there reorganized. At 0200 on 21 December, Dattery A was
attacked from the south and hy 0330 was engaged from all sldes by inachine .
gung, small arms, mortars, and grenades, Al 0815, six cnemy tanks en- \l
clreled the positlon tn (he fog nnd altacked. The second seetlon gun was -
destroyed after knocking out a tank at polnt blank range. After heavy ..
fighting, the battery was overrun. The cannoncers withdrew only aftev dis—',(
mantling their howllzers.,  The baltalion then deployed four howlizers in :
antitank positlons and defencded them ns ritlemen against incessang attacks. ..
The supported infantry withdrew at 2000 on 22 December 1944, and the three Loy
remaining howitzers In the batlallon remained to cover the withdrawal, '
{iring continuously lor 45 minntes after all communieation bad been lost. ‘
In one 11-hour period, (his 3-gun ballery fired over 1,200 vounds against the _."f';*,
enemy and was the only organlzed artiilery In the seetor. At 2300, the °
three remalning howltzers were withdrawn to n position south of Neufehateat,
Belglum.  The individunl leadership,  courage, valor, and tenueHy of t‘.he\.'_\\
personnel of (he G687 Fleld Artillery Ballalion, (he succoss with which the '\
battallon retalned its tighting efficiency In the Tuce of supertor odds, and its )
courageous stand are In keepitng with the highest traditlong of the armed
forees.  (General  Orvders 8, Hoewdgquarters gist Field  Actilery  Brigade,
4 November 1940, as approved by the Commanding General, United Stutes Army \
Forees, Kuropenn Theater (Main).) \
21, The 868 Bombardment Squadron (1) 18 ciled for oulstanding perform-
ance of duty In actlon In the Netheriauds Fast Indies on 7 May 1040, On that
night, B-24 alveraft of the S68{h Bombardment Synadron () made the seeond .
of three long-range strikes ot enemy installations on the island of Java, Nether- \
lands Bast (ndies.  Prioe to vndertaking this series of misstons, which involved
a round trip of approximntely 3,000 miles, o munber of experimental Hghts had
been made Lo determine the minimum nmount of fuel that could be used, so that  \
a maximum bomb lond could he earried.  Having saceessfully made a similar )
vald on 27 April 145, the 868U Bombardment Squadron (1) dispatehed a forma-
tion of 10 Liberators on 7 May to attack shipping In the naval and cominercinl
basin at Soerabaja harhor, Java.  Flying through a heavy barrage of accurate
antlaireraft flre which damaged 8 of the airerafl, and held in the rays of 17
searchlights for approximately 156 minutvs, (he 86814 Bombardment Squadron
(H) dropped 500-pound genernt-purpose bombs and scored hits on b vessels,
AGO 208901
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causing extengive damnage and destruction, starting 6 large and 8 small fires in
the basin aren. Two bombs struck subpuarine sheds, and one string of bomby
hit a quay along the edge of the hasin,  Jfves wera vintble for half an hour after
thoe Liberators had left the target wren.  The superd courage and daring of (he
aly crews in fighting thelr way through heavy eneiny opposition to complets thls
extremely long and hazardous mission, and the exeeptionnl ki and tireless
devolion to duty of the members of the ground cchelon who carried out the pre.
misslon experiments and readied the bombers Tor the sivlke are in keeplng with
the highest traditionsg of the United States Army Afr Worees,  (General Ovders
2180, Headquarters Far last Afv Forces, 10 November 145, an approved by
the Conmmander in Chlef, United Sintex Army Forees, Paeifie,)

22, Company C, 88d Oliemical Mortar Buattalion, I8 vited for outstanding per-
formance of duty In netlon againgt the enviny from 10 (o 7 Reptember 1943, near
Chiunzl I'ags, Italy. Thig company landed af Maorl, laly, with the Ranger
Force on the night of Scptember 8 and 9, 103, with the mission of wvelzlug the
high ground conlrolling Chiunzl Pass and of seeuring the Jeft flanle of the 1Pt
Army. The holding of this posltion was vital for flank security, tor observatlon
on the plalng of Naples, and for abservatlon on German sapply voufes and com-
munication lines to the Sulerno batHefront,  Ihwaelog this period, Compuny C
exhiblted unusual gallantry and determluntlon fn muanhandlng morinrs and sup-
plies to mountaln tops. Lhe men worked continnously, ulght and duey, keeplug
the unit supplied. Mortar crews were cut down {o one aidd two men pee gun,
and the vemaining men fought with the Rangers and wenl on combnt patrols.
Subjected to almost contiuvous mortar and ar{illery flre, und repenledly at-
tacked by a determined, numerieally superlor encmny, Congpany ¢ nmunintained
extremely heavy fire and Mled in all gaps {n the Ranger Une.  Compeny ¢ men
fought slde by slde with the Rangers, using thelr automatle wenpons and
grenades with devastating effect. Company ¢ mofar flre wan of necossity
brought to within 60 yards of friendly unita ns seven major counterafineks were
repelled during the perlod, and numerous enemy pairols woera stopped, often o
bitter, close-in fighting, Company s mortars kept (he Qerman Army supply
route under continuous effective five, although the supply roule was 2,000 yords
beyond the authorized range. The men and ofliecers of Caompany O, 83d Chemieal
Mortar Battalion, displayed oxtraordinary determinntlon In supplyiug  thelr
mortars, which were at the top of the moeuntaln, wlth wmumunlt{ion and spare
mortar parts. Despite limited food and waler supplies, and the continuous
nature of enemy flre and actlvity, this compuny nnintained (s courige and
determination throughout an extended onslaught by an enemy defermined to
wipe out 1ts positions and made possible the suceessful necomplishment of a vital
wfssion.  (General Orders 047, Headguarters Sevenih Avmy, Wertern Miitary
Distriet, 16 November 1945, as approved by the Commmannding CGenernl, United
States Army Forces, Buropean Thenter (Main).)

28, Company L, 180th Infantry Regiment, is cited for outstanding porfarmnniee
of duty in actlon against the enemy on 19 and 20 April 1045 1n Nurnberg, Germany.
After two Infantry companies, attacking a well-fortified easlle guardlag the ap-
proaches to the walled “Inner-City” of Nurnberg, hnd heen stopped by fanntienl
enemy resistance, Compeny I wag committed in an attempt to elenr the enemy
from the castle. When two frontal assaults were repnlsed, Compeny £, nned-
vered around the left flauk of the aren in an effort to gnin entranee fo the castle.
Infiltrating into the walled city, Compeny L met o deadly hall of fire cinnating
from a museumn to its rear. One platoon sent (o clear this restsinnee was twice
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denled entrance. Doggedly attacking u third time, the platoon seized the bulid-
ing, capturing 70 enemy and eliminating the strong point.  Using hand grenades,
pistols, rifics, and submachine guns, the members of Company L then assaulted
the eastle, engaging the enemy in 80 minutes of cloge conbat, killlng and capturing
the entire garrlson of 120 funatleal defenders. Resuming the attack on the
following morning, Company I, wedged through the enemy ring and continued its
advance, clearing an area of 00 square meters, eapluring an additional 80 enemy
and crushing all remaluing resistance. The heroism, combat proficlency, and
brilliant achiovement of Company I paved the way for the eventual reduction
of the anelent Nazl shrine, and are exemplary of the finest traditions of the Army
of the United States.  (General Qrders 308, Ileadquarters 180th Infantry Regi-
ent, 9 November 146, ag approved by the Commandlng General, United States
Army Forces, Kuropean Theater (Maln).)

24, The Intelligence end Reconnaissance Platoon, 829th Infantry Regiment,
is cited for outstanding performance of duly In armed conllict with the enemy
from 4 to 10 Scplember 1944, On 4 September 104+, the Intelligence end Recon-
neisgance Platoon crossed the Lotre River into enemy-held territory, with the
mission of scouting enemy posttions and movements,  After about § days of ex-
tended patrolling through an area some 70 miles wide and 100 miles deep south
of the Loire River, the platoon recelved word through French informants in Is.
goudon, France, that a large force of approximately 26,000 Germans was moving
eastward in an attempt to esenpe through the Belfort Gap into Germany. Rac-
ing through enciuy ferritory, heedless of the threat of capture or amnihilation
which faced them at every turn, the Intelligence and Rceconnaigsance Platoon
boldly effecied a eoutact with the commander of the German forces and con-
vineced him of the desivability of gurrendering his force to the American Army,
While the platoon leader refurned (o the regimental command post for instrue-
tions, the platoon was charged wilth the mission of maintaining contact with the
enemy force and restraining the local WI'T from mnking any premature show of
force. Armed with hul a few rifles, machine guns, and pistols, this conrageous
group virtunlly contained the cntlre enemy foree by theiy sheer audacity and
bold and aggressive puirolling,  Congtantly patrolling the area, tracking down
rumors of other eneiny groups, being sniped at by Isolated cnemy armed with
burp guns, and having their vehleles subotaged by colluborationist French, the
Intelligence and Reconnalssanee Platoon held on to theie prize untfl arrange-
ments could be made to have the German commander mect with an authorized
Amerlean rvepresentative, Thiy meeting oceurred on 11 September 1044 at the
Inteltigence and Reconnaissance Ploloon conmmand post nt Romorantin.  Ar-
rangements were made (o hnve the German foree proceed to three assembly areas
along the Loire River where they would formally surrender and turn {n thelr
wenpons. The long trek to the river bhegan with the Intelligence and Recon-
naissance Plaloon netlng ns guides, Aank goides, and Jindson ngents with the
Freneh forees along (he way. Only the timely intervention of the men of the
platoon prevenled frequent outhreaks by the FI'L who were not familiar with
the situatton or the terms of the swerender. Finnlly, on 16 September 1944, at
Beaugencey, Irance, the German commander swrrendered himself, his troops, aud
all of their equlpment to Major General Macon, Commanding General of the 83d
Infantry Divigion, acting an behalf of the Army commander. The outstanding
gallantry of this Intrepid group of soldiers in arranging and executing the first
and largest mass survender of (he war up to {higt time is without parallel in

the annals of military history. ‘The courage and devotlon lo duly of every man
AGO 20808
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of the Intelligenoce and Reoonnaissance Platoon, S29th Infantry Replment, reflect
the finest, tradttions of the armed forces of the United States, ((lenern) Orders
221, Headquarters 83d Infantry Divislon, 2 November 1045, a8 approved by the
Qommanding General, United States Army IPorces, uropean Theater {Main),)

By ORnRER OF TR SECRETARY O WAR:

QWFICIAY !
EDWARD ¥ WITSRLI, DWIGHT 1, BISINHOWER
Major General Chief of Staff

Acoting I'he ddjutant General
AG0 20801
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