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STORY OF THE EIGHTY THIRD
INFANTRY DIVISION












Normandy

Leading elements of the Division landed at Omaha
Beach on June 15th after lying offshore in_rough
channel weather for almost a week. The Division

d in the vicinit i i d
and then moved west to Carentan, where elements of
the 101st Airborne were relieved on June 26th. The
Carentan sector was heavily defended by crack Nazi
SS, Panzer and paratroops. The inital offensive of the
83rd was launched July 4th and the final objective,
the high ground in the vicinity of Periers, was reached
a few weeks later, Hedgerow fighting has probably
been the most difficult of the war. The Germans had
four years to prepare defenses against a possible in-
vasion and employed eveg known defense to stgp
the American advance. Hedgerows were zeroed in by
enemy artillery, paths of machine gun cross-fire were
set up and entrenchments were constructed not only
behind but also under the hedgerows. Connecting
trenches gave the enemy escape routes when their
positions were overrun by the doughboys. During this
campaign, the 17th SS Panzer Grenadier Division was
given a decisive beating by the 83rd. When the Nor=
mandy breakthrough came on July 25th, the 83rd
smashed remnants of enemy resistance to cut the St.
Lo-Periers Highway and come to rest astride the St.
Lo-Coutances Highway.




Brittany

On August 2nd, the Division entrucked for Brittany
and launched a two-week campaign aimed at the
capture of the garrisons of St. Malo and Dinard. From

~the so-called impregnableCitadel of St. Malo, Colonel
von Aulodk declared, “I am a German soldier, and
German soldiers donot surrender!” But on August 17th
he surrendered himself and his entire garrison after a
heavy pounding by aerial bombardment and artillery.
While the reduction of the Citadel was taking place, a
part of the Division went west of the Rance River
estuary to push on Dinard, o(;;gosite St. Malo. The
towns of Dinard, St. Lunaire and St. Brieuc fell in rapid
succession. Off=shore, the strongly defended Isle de
Cezembre held out under terrific air and heavy ar-
tillery bombardment but finally surrendered on Sep=
tember 3rd. During the operations in Brittany, the
Division was credited with the capture of 13,000 pris=
oners. While this operation was in process, the 3rd
Battalion, 330th Infantry and C Battery, 323rd Field
Artillery Battalion were detached and became a part
of Task Force A that smashed across the Brittany
Peninsula to Brest. The Division was at this time in the
Third Army.




Loire Valley

Following the successful conclusion of the St. Malo~
Dinard campaign, the 83rd moved to the Loire Valley
to protect the entire right flank of the Third Army in
its dash across France. The mission began on August
22nd and concluded September 20th. The zone of
responsibility assigned to the Division extended from
the vicinity of St. Nazaire eastward along the Loire
throught Nantes, Angers, Tours. and Orleans to

Auxerre. This is & distance of more than 200 miles —
the longest line of responsibility given any division
inthis war. Ang3rd Reconnassance Troop patrolwent

mishap.

om Orleans and near Geneva contacted elements of

General Fatch's Soventh Army moving north from the

imately 20,000 Germans including Brigadier General
Botho Eister, were captured. This surrender included
all vehicles, arms and other equipment of the March
Group which Elster commanded. Formal surrender
ceremonies were held at Beaugency Bridge on Septem-
ber 17th, General Elster tumed his pistol over to
General Macon and then his 20,000 men marched to a
prisoner of war enclosure. This was the largest mass
surrender of the war. The 83rd transferred from the
to the new Ninth Army during this operation.
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Hurtgen Forest

In early December, the Division moved north to the
Hurtgen Forest in Germany to relieve elements of the
4th Infantry Division which was fighting within the
Sie?hied Line. Despite ankle-deep mud, heavy enemy
artillery barrages and fanatical Nazi resistance, the
83rd slugged its way out of the dense forest and
seized the western bank of the Roer River in the
Vicinity of Duren. Seven key villages guarding the
approaches to the Roer fell to the 83rd as the enemy
retreated. Stiffest resistance was met in the villages of
Gey, Gurzenich and Strass. The 331st Infantry broke
the backbone of the resistance at Gey, while in Strass
the 3rd Battalion of the 330th Infantry was cut off for
three days and subjected to heavy enemy counter=
attacks. Despite their precarious position, the men of
the battalion fought off the Germans and took more
than 150 prisoners during the seige. Finally the 3rd
Battalion of the 329th hammered its way into the
village and routed the Germans. Patrols from the
329th Infantry entered Duren after the regiment took
the village of Gurzenich directly opposite the city.
This was the deepest penetration of German soil made
by any American force during 1944.




The Ardennes

Fully entrucked on the night of December 26-27th,
the Division moved out of Germany across Holland
and into Belgium to help blunt the point of Marshal
von Rundstedt’s counter-offensive. At Rochefort, the

ermans were pushed back. Taking up a position on
the northern shoulder of the Salient, the 83rd seized
the towns of Ottre, Joubeval, Hebronval, Bihain,
Langlir, and Petite Langlir. This cleared the way for
the 3rd Armored Division to pass safely through the
woods and cut the important St Vith-Houfalize High-
way over which the Germans were withdrawing to the
East. Proving a worse foe than the Germans was the
bitter cold and waist-high snow of the Ardennes
which hampered operations considerably. Morphine
syrettes froze and automatic weapons failed to func-
tion in the zero weather. When the Division was
relieved in mid-January, it had accomplished  its
mission of completely routing the German attackers
and forcxnghxhem into a headlong retreat toward the
Reich. For this achievement the Commanding General
of the VII Corps gave the officers and men of the
83rd high praise for their major contribution in drive
ing the Germans out of the Ardennes.




First on the Rhine

During the last week of February, the Ninth Army
smashed across the Roer toward the Rhine and indus-
trial Germany. Originally in XIX Corps reserve, the
83rd was committed when the retreat of the enemy
turned into a dash to the east bank of the Rhine.
Jumgmg off in the vicinity of Rockrath, west of the
Erft Canal, the doughboys plowed northeast toward
the German industrial city of Dusseldorf. The out-
skirts of Neuss, directly across the Rhine from Dussel-
dorf, were reached late in the afternoon of March 1st
and by midnight the center of the city had been
taken. Having a normal population of 56,000, Neuss
was the largest German city to fall to the 83rd. Infan-
try patrols were sent across the river and brought
back much useful information and 83rd artillery units
blasted away at enemy rail and troop movements
from their dug-in emplacements in the vicinity of
Neuss. The 83rd was the first American Division to
reach the lower Rhine and received a high commend-
ation from Lt.Gen.William H. Simpson, Ninth Army
Commander, for “characterizins does the splendid
record of the 83rd Infantry on since it began
operations on the Continent”.




Elbe Bridgehead

Crossing the Rhine on March 30th, the 83rd struck
swiltly to clean out podkets of resistance which had
been by=passed by the Second Armored Division. After
eliminating these enemy strongpoints, the doughboys
crossed the Lippe River at Hamm to aid in the encirc~
lement of the Nazis hopelessly trapped in the Ruhr
pocket. Onbeingrelieved by ofherunits the Thunder-
olts agains smashed eastward in pursuit of the fleeing
‘ehrmacht and toward the Russians advancing from
the east. Utilizing tanks, tank destroyers, motorbikes,
captured German vehicles, buses and trailers, the
doughboys rode herd against the disorganized Nazis
for 215 miles to the Elbe River. In accomplishing this
feat, the 83rd wrote a new d'mA)(ex in infantry history
as they liberated over 75,000 Allied prisoners of war,
took some 24,000 Germans captive in a 14-day assault
that carried them across four rivers into the very heart
of Germany and gave the Allies the ony permanent
bridgehead actoss the Elbe. Assault-baaf croseings
of the river were first made by elements of the 320
Infantry after winning the bitter battle of Barby on the
west bank of the river, where German civilians fought
side by side with Wehrmacht and SS troops in a futile
effort to stem the 83rd advance. After establishing the
bridgehead, the 83rd successfully fought off several
vicious enemy counter-attacks and defended the
bridge itself against air attacks and floating mines.







