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Thé most satisfactory way of summarizing the action of the 83d

-
I

Division in its advance to the Rhine uas stated by lst Lieutenant

Isaac Hamlln, order of Battle Specialist, who said "This was a walk-away."

'J'.'h_:i.s,-''l'.v:u:r,I is in pd8rfect agreecment with my observations. The Germens
presentedfthe scum of their barrel to our well orgenized onslaught;

7 consequently,the white flags and easy march +o the Rhine. Had the

'prisoners we took held their ground, as would some of the elite German

troops hava done, there would undoubtedly have been a somewhat different

chginuof ?vents. 17 it had been possible for the encmy to properly man
the easil% deendable positions before the city of leuss; in the path

]
of our adyance, the exbremely light casualty rate of the division would i

ST Y
have been a much different story. (24)
] |
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83d Infentry Division

INTRODUC

[O

j
Thel83d Infantry Division had just completed another brilliant phase
|

of its history, during the German breskthrough in Luxembourg and Belgium,

when it reverted to Ninth Army control. Being well deserving of a short

rest%period in which to reorganize, take care of administrative functions,
|
and prepare for its next large scale ondeavor, it was placed in XIX Corps

il
: \

reee;ve beforé being committed in the push to the Rhine Rivere.
The 29th Infantry Division and the 30th Infantry Division, on the

corps left and right flank, respectlvely, were Lo bear the brunt of the |

|

blow; cr0551ng the Roer River and establishing the corps bridgehead, ‘ i r _*?i

ofter which the 2d Armored Division was to pinch out the 30th Division and l

continue‘to the north, also pinching out the 29th Division, after which Y

theyBBd Division was to be prepared to assume responsibility of the corps' _i

righf flenk upon orders.

i
1

;*The pnemy was sadly lacking in organization, equipment, and personnel
i

| e |
to men the extensive prepared positions in defense of this area.l All the - ,”"

1

defendlng troops he had available were a conglomeration of hastily organlzed
' forces to be committed for a last dibch stand. (2)
The natuzal barrlers confronting the XIX Corps before gaining entrance

to the Ruhr Valley were the Roer and Rhine Rivers. After crossing both of

these stremms, the march to Berlin would begin. The terrain features - e L

|
g
!
a-.i
i
|

between these two rivers consist of nothing but a few scattered towns and
5 .

opeﬁ plainsg, furnishing little, if any, cover or concealment for our
1
advancing forces.




L]
=
i j=s!
1]
-3

Major General Robert C. liacon, 53d Division Commander, received f"mm_c"?s
warning to alert his division and be prepared to move in the afternoon of )
28 February 1945. Immediately thoreafter, preparations for the coming move
were undér waye s

General Macon had a meeting later that afternoon with Major General
Raymond S. LicLain, XIX Corps Communder. The purpose of this was to discuss
briefly the plan of attack and agree upon boundaries with lajor Gengral
Isasc D. White, 24 Armored Division Commander. (3)

Field Order /52, 83d Division, 2300, 28 February 1945, was the final
step necessary to insure perfect coordination of all units in the coming
move and action. (4)

The main body of the division crossed the Roer River and moved to
assenbly areas,preparatory to going into action, on 28 Fobruary. The 331;t
Infantry Regiment, which was then attached to Combat Command B of the 24
Armored Division, had crossed previously and had already joined in the
battle by that time. The 83d Division, with the 330th and 329th Infantry

Regiments on line, was comritted to the battle on 1L March.



The 1lst Battalion of the 329th Infantry Regiment attacked from

Rockrath (231855) toward Neuss (2590) =bout 1200, 1 Larch.* The advance
“o 259877
was through Loveling (245873) ool along the reilroad track fres—there—to

phmaduup‘r&g?&f/&‘ _ .

The battalion arrived &t the juncture of the railrosd tracks and
the main highway (266884) ot 2000, 1 tarch.  (5) (6) (7) (8) The 34
Battalion pulled up bohind the lst Battalion ab that point, where both
waited for the assault on the railroad line which woe to take place

-

carly the next morning. (9) The 2d Battelion, 320th, remoined in Jolzheim
B » ’

(203853) as flank protection for the regiuent, during 211l of 1 Lbrch. (5 5
: 2

The 2d Battalion, 330th Tnfantry, arvived in ot. Hikoloz (188842)

about 1200, 1 i'grch, from which point Cempony B oadvanced to Lan zoratiim
9 b) I J /] ﬂg.

(240875).*‘There, it wezs held up till nightfall by Ligh velocity cheay
artillery fire.#(16) After dark, the entire batbtalion advenced past

these wnomy positions and by widnight had advanced to the junction of

weal”

the Nord Canal and the highway, Justh s 0f Fouss ot *57893. (1e)

(14) (13) (17) The 16t Dabtolion attacked northeast from Grelrath

),

(230875) % on the lelt ©iie. vu ww wd Dattalion.x There

was practically no registance, ard the battalion was at the canal on
the western edge of MNeuss, ob 250905, by nidnight. o) (1) (12) (13)
The 3d Battellon was in regimentsl reserve and had no contact with the
encmy on 1 March. (10) (26)

% The footnotes follewing the action of each battalion refer to all&mji&ﬂ‘“r
statoménts concerning thet oauthllonsaAﬁ}nﬁ )
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At 0300, 2 iarch, the lst Bottalion, 220th Infantry, which had
reached the junction of the nein highway ond ths railroad just south
of Neuss, at 266884, the previous evening, stbacked and crosscd the
reilroad embankment.¥ Upposition was practically non-existent and the
babbalion had cleared its area of Heuss all the way to the canal on the ea5514~
shleer side of town and organized a defense hefore dawn.* The rest of
the day was spelt consolidating and completing the job of mopping up in
the zome. (5) (6) (7) (8) The 3d Dattalion crossed the tracks soon
ofter the lst and swung around the outskirtec of the town to the eastern
side, facing the Phine River.¥* Here the advance was held up till efter

wead”
noon by high velocity artillery fire from thopbanks of tho river, but at .
gbout 1340 Companices I snd L advanced to the banks of the river on the
(298 295)

right side of the approach to the bridge over the river aand had completely
cleared the area by 1500.% Company K, on the left side of the bridge

approach, did not advancs to the Ehine till the worning of 3 liarch. (5) (9)

The 2d Battalions 330th Infantry, crossed the Nord Canal, sewth of
Neuss, at aboutb 0030, 2 Larch, and by 0600 had reached its objective in
the southern part of Nsuss.* Oppesition was ektremel& light, and the rest
of the day was spent congsolidating and holding the positions. (14) (15)
(16) (17) The 1st Battalion crossed the canal on théhwe;t side of MNeuss
ebout 0630, 2 Merch, and soon occupled its area of town clear to the Erft
Cansl on the other side.®* The rest of the day was spent mopping up, this

being completed about 2100. (10) (11) (12) (13) The 3d Battalion

remained in Holzheim in régimental reserve. (10)

S



3 liabch

Its mission having been completed, the 329th Infantry spent 3 March
setting up defensive positions and consolidating its scctor, jmoidgito

its final areas on 4 larch. (5)

The 1lst and 24 Battalions, 330th Infantry, also spent 3 March
consolidating their positions. (10) The 3d Battalion, which had been in
regimental reserve, was ordered to advance to tho peninsula above leuss,
clear it out, and capture the bridge crossing the Rhine at 321931.% This
it did, starting at 0200, 3 llarch, and reaching the approaches to the
bridge against negligible resistance in the mid-morning.* I[However, the
bridge had been blown by the Germans prior to the arrival of this force.*
Thlee rost of the day was spent completing the job of mopping up the areas.

(10)
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Neuss, Sermany

Raiiroad Bridge (295904)

Note terrain leading to water edge,
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Neuss, Germany

Ground occupied by Company X,
329 Infantry

Note obstacles and terrain
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Meuss, Germany

Food Problem

Note white flag in backsround.
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331st Infantry " ogiment#*

Throughout most of the operation against Neuss, the 331st Infantry was
attached to the 2d Armored Division, Combat Comuend B, reverting to 83d
Division comtrol gt 1500, 2 March. (18) The Zd Battalion crossed the Roer
River late on 237 February, moving to the line of departure outside Garz-
weiler (128750) soon thersafter.¥ Against very lipght opposition, the tanks
and infantry moved to the vicinity of Grevenbroich (194775} by early
morning of 28 Bobruary.* Company L remained in Grevonbroich till the
evehing of 1 March protecting the mein supply routc and the rizht flank
of the battelion.* The rest ot the battalion moved to Hemmerden (200813)
at 0400, 1 March, and Compeny I moved to Kapellon (222816) immediately
thereafter.* Uhile Compony K set up a defense in Hemmerden and Company I
cloared out Kepellen, the enemy counterattacked from northeast of Kapellen
about 1000, 1 Liarch.* This attack was soon driven off and mopping up the
ares coutinued.* Company L was rclieved in Grovenbroich by elements of
the 30th Division in the early cvening of 1 March, and the battalion
(~Company I) woved on to Holzheim (258853) at that time.%* Company 1

reported Kapellen clear on the evening of 1 Merch. (18) (21) (22) (23)

Meanwhile, the remainder of the regiment crossed the Roer on <8
February.* The 1st Dattalion moved to the vicinity of Hemmerden, from
which point it moved north with CCB at sbout 0100, 1 March.# ﬂintérfeld
(235917) had been reached by 1600, where the battalien remained till the

of ternoon of 2 March. (18) (19)

#% As the 331lst Infantry was under comtrol of the 2d aArmored Division
during most of tho operation, it is trecated separately for the sake -

of continuity.
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Tho 2d Battalion errived in Hemmerden about 0200, 1 Marchdmaitqckigé
through Rockrath, Loveling, and Holzheim and cleari%% them by 0910.% The
battalion remained there till 0130, 2 March, when they moved east across
the Erft Canal sdd advenced tbward the Rhine.* Opposition was light, except
along the banks of the Rhine itself, snd Company I reached the river about
0500.% Mopping up comtinued ell day, and the battalion's zone was clear by
1700, 2 March. (18) (20)

About 0700, 2 March, a strong enemy counterattack hit Company I, at
Kapellen.* Air support end artillery aided the compeny in driving off this
ettack after an all day battle in which the main supply route was cut by
enemy tanks and several vehicles and tank destroyers were destroyed.¥
After the enemy had been driven off, Compeny I was relieved by elements
of the 30th Division, and it rejoined the 3d Pattalion, 33lst Infanmtry,
ot Holzheim late that cvening. (18) (21 (22

4t 1500, 2 March, the regiment reverted to £3d Division conmtrol, and
the 1st Battalion was attacncd to the 330th Infantry.® At 2300, 2 liarch, .
the battalion attacked to clear tle north half of the peninsula above
Neuss.* There was virtually no opposition, and the battalion reached the
Rhine at 1000, 3 larch, finding the bridge had already heen destroyed by
the enemy.* The rest of tne day was spent mopping up the area occupied

by the battalion. (18) (19)
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329th Infantry

Tnterview with Major James C. Bagley, S-3, 329th Infantry; Neuss, Germany,
.0930, 6 Larch.

The: 1st Battalion entered Loveling from tho direcetion of Rockrath about

1400, 1 March, and thore encountercd very heavy 38mm and othor artillery fire

. .
from the'northwest, ot shout 242868. This necessitated working through Lqﬁglipgj
to the east, until the railroad running through the eastern edge of town was ‘
reached’gt about 1500. -llere, tlhe battalion swung o the left, along the railroaag
and headed toward Neusas, with the 3d Battalion following much later, about ZlOij
The lst;Battalion had roached the underpess where the nein roed from Loveling to
Weuss crosses the reilrosd rumning along the southwestern edse of Neuss by aboqt
2100, but it was held up therc for nbout six hours by smell arms and aubomatic

weapons ‘fire. larly in the morning of 2 Larch, tho 1ot Dpttalion got past the

'

reilroed embankment snd reached the road junctlon in Touss (20778849) eboub

0530, whercupon the 3d Battalion moved around its right flenk ond skirted the

town to its eastern odge, whore it wags ©o clean up any resistance found there

and advence on to the Rhine. Control was very good throuchout the operation.

The main line of resistance held by the encuy was along the railroad on the

southwest side of lleuss, wherc :4 crosses the highway (267884). The 23d

. 14
Battalion met very heavy resistance from 20um AA guns firing direct fire from
along both banks of £hd Bhine River after it left the sastern odge of Neuss-
The 2d Daitalion was not comiitted and remained in Holzheim, Dbeing intendéd
only for flank protcction on the right of the regimental zone aftoer Nouss had

been occupied.




yures oy
#

dons ten Gal Go wolin NSO LH4T yitlomlie o gy

Interview with Captain Dennis E. Henr:laka, 5-3, and Gapta.h: 'rhomas G. Harria. s-l,
st Becqul;Lon. S49¢h. Intantry. Neuas, Germanyy 1330, 6 March IS | uvoro &

bt il des O bos A eol ol s
" In the early Lebornoon of 1 tarch, tbe lst mtuion dotmkod wt Rockr:t.h
w !1 o oluckfcdiad o Jﬂ" T“f‘r éfﬁfdh:adf‘yrfﬁﬂd

..uvu\l

(381855) and edvanced ‘nortasast, i a Solinn of coupanies, A leading, foilowed

by B and U. Near the road jmc'bion on the southwest edgo of Loveling, it iaﬁ niet
by heavy flab trajectory fire from the north, et about 2428683 these enauy guus
forced the ﬁbandonlb@ 01‘ the origlugl plan to advance up tho main Lovouling~ileuss
h_ighway '‘therefore, tae batta\hon worked ite wuy through Loveling to the railroad
rumning through the east side of toun toward Neuss, Wiers, with Goupeny A on the
right side of the reilroed ewbankment and Couwpany & on the left, tho battelion
svung toward Neuss. <The companies advanced up the ditches along either side of
tha omban}:maut, tut the ditohos petered out near the point where the tracks crose
the.main highway (259876) and the battalion wes tliere lLaken under fire by Ny
20mm AA mm?\fgﬂ;ngngat trajoctory from positicns at about ?678'!2 and were helg
up wntil nightfell. Artdllory was called down on thie enemy guns, buit they wore
not entirely silenced at that time. After dark, Coumpuny A ndvenced toward houss
on thss‘ ;;:iﬂ./gkrh sidoe of tho highway with Conpany B on the lefiy réaching the railroad
trac;c‘s/\.‘i\(ist outaide Neuss at obout 2000. Therss the battalion met very neavy
autbma:bic woaspons fire from eloag the eitankment end was hold up.

—Prioru{:; ‘63;3';}, 2 iarch, Company O wes comuitted on the batiallon's rightt £lany ¥
at 0300, the bettalion stormed the enomy line along tho tracks, ewploying marching
fire with great success. After crossing the lracks, the battallon a,d ad _E.glhrouzh ‘
town egainst wvery 1iﬁ;hb resistance, reaching its odjective in the heart oz liouaao‘;‘:’\gm
and crganising a uefenge beforo dawn. Clvilians hampered tho operations somowhat,
oreating traffic problomea and mekxing it diffioult to track down sniperaj they also
bothervd persomnel by asking needless questions and by giving both good and bad t.ip

as tb loocations of wilitary stores, oice The line along ihe railroad was heavily
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TNTERVIEY MUOMBER HENRICKS
Unit: $29th Infantry Regiment, 834 Infantry Divisiom

Aebion: Roer=Rhine

. Source; Captain Demnis E Henrioks, S=3, lst Battalions Captain

Thomas G Harris, S-=1

Interviewer: 1st Lt Frank Houcek

Piace and Date of Interview: Yeuss, Germanys 1330, 6 March 1945
Maps: Germeny, GSGS 4607, 1/50,000, Sheets 18 & 38

Journals:

Comments:
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INTERVIEW NUMBER _COMES
Unit: $29th Regiment, 83d Infantry Division
Action: Roer-Rhine

Source: Captain Wentworth C Comee, CO, Co As 24 Lt Thomas S Little, Plat
Idrs 24 Lt John A Landom, Plat Ldre

Interviewer: 1st Lt Frank Houoek

Pluce and Date of Interview: Neuss, Germany; 1500, 6 March 1945
Maps: .

J Qurﬁais:

Comments:
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Interviw with Cgptain uuntworth G» Gomas, Commanding OLIjoery 2d Li Leonant
e J W ktn ‘{G‘

vkl [smipdsias ey L6146y 16t Plitoon-Leader; and 24 Lieutenant John'4;
2d Platoon leudery Company, f, $29th, Neuss, Germeny, 1800, ﬁﬁ'&j A0 o

emavnotd Ldbw Boveved Drs 0% gl b wln I

A8 Gompany A sdvauoed along the east (right) side ofthe’uiirond Toadl#g®
from Lovelling ’co I‘ausn, .:.t was Leld up for a time ut about 257670 Ly Company B,
which orossed J.'ruu the iu.ﬁ sido of the tracks &t thet poiut so us to esoupe
gome high velocity wee.pona fir.mg «Pu- 4 Crou across the Loveling-Neuss highways

N T A W

Ater uon:;»an} B recxos.sed to tne left sme of the reilroad and continued up to
its Jjunstion witix ;;Lalh.sga:r’way, ;om,nany A also moved to this junotion snd went on
towsarvd Nsuss along the rigot side of the Lighway. The only opposition st this
point was from the 2Gan AA guns to the eust, &b about 467873« Tho oonpeny was '
held up by en erouy mackine gun along the road near the first group of bulldinge
betore reaching the rellroad jusi outside lieuss, bui a helf squad wes soxt Lo
the right flank of the buildings end tho eneny gunuer was eliminated by the BAR
mane Baszockes and rifle gronades were omployed on the rest of the btuildings,
and oo furiher opposlition was encountored there. Tho coupany advanced to a line
east of the highway and about 100 yerds from the rellroad eubanikument just ouvside
of louss. lore, it deployed for ilb sbback with the d Plabooa on the right of
the 1st and the 3d Platoon held bask 1in resorve. The company oocuplied a 300 yard
front at this point. DLuring {tlhe evealing; and early worning, the Goriaas uged
mortars, £lares, and automaiic woapons in an shtempt o drive off the attack, but
the entlre patialion Jugped off at 0300, taking a few prisonors as it orosged the
railroad after a worbar proparaiion fire. Narching Piro was employed and only one
casually was sui‘s.erad by ‘the cowpany ia this atbeck. ihers were holos on top of
the railroad elevat:.on, but the discerded ememy guns wore not found in them and
they were probavly not being used as Liring positions. The epproach march along
the railroad and highway was made iy 8 colwm of platoons in order lat, 2d,

headquartors, weapons, and 3d Pletoon. The line at the railroad was ouly thinly



ey BeaT Mg ;
! Vo WoEEEN AN Lo Cp
- PEYSY] [ o acs - b-'ﬁ-ww—!dw L Lol J-w--.v

. mold &b the time of the assault, but it hed been more neavily manned earlier in the

(AW u.,_..tu if.l.’.‘.u 3 ﬂb;’ Ll..hu}t.,*..

mﬂﬁéi;.f,j'.'f"den s Ik only winos amouabamd..wm'ﬁé‘éorql. + tho oried

r<1|'

CETY proegnd \'Ii“t'.’l--J‘l Sraaby U.-. l-."JDJ.*.H,' {'I!.‘.

of departures ‘thedo wore p"laoed ot the Sisgacs ‘of ‘the road snd coversd with branches

brol; irop nearly wreas. -

v . oy 1
bt S (% yproudecntr) , TR SUNAS e B S VR ¥ s A
o < ATEE RN T - Lt g “avr oAb . ; o Dl uatL
ehd R Y VsV ol T s 1. 4 - AL { S LA
ey o . 3 - ey RO SO P
PR R SR v i e TR B e =1 : ‘ AN 3 LR Cadve

PN AN N

wd o

Lol Y
L
S,
b o [ T L D0 Ve Qead hed e
e GRIQD n Rl vt e y S S Ui b AR R
'
! ' vy or -
e bn T R o S e gty fime R il
Lomie B y e g 0 . | B E A SRR N Wb fdaa b
:..g',,,;f.‘)_‘_.{‘l/u Dol i - . < f , ok \ g L
T s y :
i o . ar 0 oy
S AR R ; . H i B A
,
3 o . R ! .,
Sl el ) i J | J
! .
) ' f . K A PO
. n T4 W { 0 [l s PR S P PR
S [ ; ‘ o : Lovene g % :
FNERT IS SR STV SIS RINEE . - . : Vi empask Y
|
. o e & iy
o et BRI LD . - 4 wowowh Lote Gaban aierd
X .
FO LR i . W . a aik o N ok
. ’ .l
I r = e 1= i - L. H iy SR TRRAY
b
. " . '
- ¢ i Pigs BE £ v
Y YT IR SO R Y ! : v !
LHED LA ' LT st 2 . 1 s S J 38
=\ | v Ly
: vt ol L B P nis PR S
, e . Sk L.
. -
’ W roooer $0 o 13
NI aad e , VL el Ly HETRNLE S P IRV
oot [ g
. H Fiei, et e
o} N R e (B L gL
Y | [EREPE S EAIS FAE TS P ol




, " ‘n‘v,,,f'F
, aL e
s
i

INTERVIIY NUMBER _ HILL

Unit: $29th Infenmtry Regiment, 83d Infantry Divieion
Action: Roer=Rhine

Source: 1st Lt Maurice L Hill, €O, Co B 2d Lt Clifton C Milton, Flat.
': Ldrs 2d Lt Frenklin D Bollerd, Plat Ldre | N

\
\

Intéfviewer: 1st Lt Frank Houoek

Placs aﬁd Date of Interview: KNeuss, Germanys 1400, 6 March 1946
Maps:

Icurﬁals:

Corments:
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Intorview itk 1ot Lioutonant Maurice L. R411, Cormanding Officer, 2d Lieutensut
1.GLif o0 Go, Hiltens 18t Platoon Loadery snd 24 Lisutedisny’ FrdénkIis Dy Bollard,
3d Platoon Lezder; Compeny B, 3..9th, Neuns, Gemany, MDO. 6 Murch 19&5.
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e Il g
Chbaserapit DR LNAGE DG Mool vyl =y 5} berrplatey wIeeiTls ol Yo

e ASter the babtelicn had been hit My the ligh volooity wedpons'{irivg Treus
norblwest of: Loveling, Company 3 elso . cresvsd Lo the railroad cn the toantt eide ol

‘._-‘g,cu P

tke town and sta. cd t¢ advance up the left (weat) slde of the tracks, witli thae

1lst and 34 Pletoons ehiacking in & skirumish line snd the 84 Platoon in suppert.

The lst Pletoon wee in front, helf on ouch side of the tracks, with the 3d Plsioon

AT A1t fot" Ciy,

following on the leflt and the 34 bringing wp the reare The compeny crossed to the

pest aide of the tracks juet short of the eroseing of the reilrond end the bighway,

botause of direct fire being delivered frem showb 400 ymrds to the wesl, across the

hichwey. /After this cressing, timw wnd anti~personpel fire was received froa the
G(fru44) 206872

positions ot 26F6TR, =nd 20 to 0 rounds of ertillery were dolivered into thsse

positiors with undetermined resulis. ifter rocresesing to the lelt side of the

nighyay, the loasding scouts reported smell sizs fire from the edge of Meussg.

outposts were established cn either nide of tle roud, at 2640£803 and 2036881%.

By 1000, Compeony A had woved uwp on the right flank mnd o line was built up on these

outposte alreedy ssteblished. Nelther compmny wns directly responsible for the

higkweye /\Before atteacking the enemy line slong thé railroad exterkment te the front,

the Lorvy machir?er gung zave overlwad fire snd the wortars 1ald dewn a zwmoko sereeny

tut by that time the line was very trinity I'so]..d. Rafors the atinck, however, the

Cormens used morbars, flarce, and mume’ ine gune in wn abteipt to drive off the attack.

But merelhilne fire wao succossivlly omr loyed in tle assuult, with cosumlties ell

glong the line beling exiromoely lipght.
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INTERVIEY NUMBER SPEiDIE
Unit:  $529th Infantry Regiment, 83d Infantry Division
Ac'ti‘_pn: Roer=Rhine

Scurce; Lt Col Johm C Speedie, CO, 3d Bng lst Lt William G Marks,
: Co, Co I3 llt‘Lt Williem C Shaw, Jry CO, Co L3

In}tt;,i.rv‘iewer:'. 1st Lt Frank Houcek

‘_Pié%é and Date of Interview: Neuss, Germanys 1100, 6 Nar;h 1945
‘Ma@éﬁl ' - :
-'Joﬁénaléz

‘Comﬁents:




329th Infantry

Intervlew with Lieutenant Golonel John C. Speedie, Commanding Officer; 1st
Lleutenant William G. Marks, Jr., CO Company Ij and 1st Lisutenant wllllan
C. Shaw, Jr., GO Company L, 3d Battalion, 329th; Neuss, Germany, ’

' .1100, 6 Merch 1945.

The 3d Battalion had been following the lst Battalion down along the railroad
tracks and the highway leading from Loveling to Neuss during the evening of 1

March, and et about’ 2400 it pulled up behind the 1st Battalion where it was sboppedl

just outs;de the railroad tracks rumning slong the edge of HNeuss. The plen was for .
: I
Companies I and X to sWinv around to the right of the lst Battalion, after the 3

1atter h;d crossced the rqllroad and reached the road junction in Neuss, at 268885,::
then to selze the approaches to the hrldve crossing tho Rhine at 290895. Compﬁny K.
was to advence along the left side of the rosd artproaching the bridge, Company I
on the rignt, and Company L was to be held in reserve. Tor the operation, a platqgé
of light‘%anks and four assault cuns werc attached to +the battalion.

\
As the 1st Battalion was waiting ncar the railroad tracks, Colonel Speedie

went forward to talk to the commander of the lst Battalion, who said he would attac
and cross the tracks at about 0300. This attack werd off successfully, and after X
the lst Battalion had crossed the tracks +the 34 Bgttﬁljon followed and immediately ? ﬁ;

swWung around to the right at 26779849, following thot street +to 27458825, then

turning left and following thet strcet, bearing right to 07798087, MNo difficulty - . 7Tu
e
W&o encountered in skirting around the outskirts of Neuss until the road approaching . .{

the bridze was reached. Company K srmediately crossed the road to its flrst
24 y

objective, at ebout 27778290, having no trouble in clearing out the areza. Mean-
while, Gompany I sdvanced as far as the last house along the road leading toward
the river just south of the bridge approach, at 28388885, but there it was pinned

down by heavy direct fire from 20mm AA guns firing flat trajectory fire and by ff




Interview, Lte. Col. Speedie, 3d Battalion, 32%2th, cont'd.

1

smell erms and automatic weopons firc from tronches immsdiztely beyond theso houses.

The platoon of tamks abtemybued to nid Company L iu its assault toward the river, but

cevoral of them got off btho rosd ond heeoic Torrad dewn in the warchy ground on

ither side. GCompuny L had rexined in vezitions jusbt to Lho right of Company I,
ot the odge of toun, bubt at 1315 (2 Tarch) il res orderod to advance to Conmpany

-~

I's positions and 2id Cou

i 1 A
]

1 in its ossault Lerard the river. At 1340, the

two companies, using marching fire, started ccross the open terrain toward the
banks of the river. The attack was aided by an intensc snow flurry which came up
just as it started and lasted sbout five minutes, by which time the positions

along the river had been roached. The trenches from which tho small aruns fire pad.
been coming were overrun immediately, and the 20mm positions werc reached with very
few casualties having been suffercd. Upon resching the river, Company L was. forced
to take to the enemy trenchcs ab about 294890 bLecause of heavy 20mn fire frémn
scross the Rhine, but Company I cutered the group of factories just south of this-
position, at 293889, and proceceded to mop thiem up with no pesistance being offered.
These buildings were all cleanod out by 1500. In the entire assault, about 400
prisoners were taken. During the cvening, Company L sent patrols to the west end
of the bridge, but direct fire from across the river forced them back. Meanwhile,
at about 1500, Company K moved on to its second objective, at about 281899, where
it was told to hdvance to the banks of the Rhine as soon as practicable and claar
out the area to the left of the bridge approaches. This was done, starting at
about 0030, -3 March, & bayonet attack being made on the objective at 285899. Trom
there, the company went cn thz tho banks of tho river, arriving about 0130. At

the some time, the Germans blew up the far end of the bridge, so that it was
rendered useless for use in crossing the river. GCompany K %ook about 120

prisoners in advancing from the edge of Neuss to the rivers.
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Tnterview, Lt. Gol. speedie, 3d Battalion, 329th, cont'ds

No mines were encouwtercd during the entire abtuck by the 3d Battalion. 1%
feced at least 15 AA guns (20zm) cleng the wost bank of lhe river, however, as
well as small arms and mortor Firc. In waddition, some onemy crtillery of
cxtremely heavy cualiber foll in hesvy concentratiocns in tlhie orca occupiod by
Company I priocr to its atback tovard the tanks of the river. One of the tanks
received a direct it from whal st have been at least an 8=-inch shell. On9~
tank managed to get to the buildings along the bonks of lhe river ut about 1600,
but the positions had been comp