In Memory Of

ROBERT HOWARD YORK
Lieutenant General

United States Army (Retired)
23 April 1913 - 15 April 1988

Lieutenant General Robert H. York was born in Birm-
ingham, Alabama, 23 April 1913.

His military career began in July 1933 when he enlisted
in the Alabama National Guard. He graduated from the
United States Military Academy with a Bachelor of
Science in Engineering in 1938 and was commissioned a
Second Lieutenant of Infantry in the Regular Army.

His first assignment was with the 18th Infantry Regi-

-ment, 1st Infantry Division at Fort Wadsworth, New York.

He was with the Regiment for 42 months serving as a Unit
Commander.

In September 1942, as a 29-year-old Major serving as a
Battalion Executive Officer, Lieutenant General York went
overseas with the 18th Infantry and fought with the unit
throughout all of its campaigns in Africa and Sicily and
in the Normandy Invasion.

While with this unit, he served in all grades from Sec-
ond Lieutenant to Lieutenant Colonel.

In July 1944, General York was transferred to the 83rd
Infantry Division in Normandy and assigned as Regimen-
tal Commander of the 331st Infantry Regiment, the posi-
tion he held until the division was deactivated in April
19486.

Approximately four months later he was assigned as an
Instructor of Tactics at the United States Military Acade-
my at West Point, New York.

At the outbreak of the Korean War, General York was
assigned to the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff G-3,
Department of the Army, as a Staff Officer in Operations
Divison.

In August 1951, he was selected for attendance at the
Army War College at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania.
Upon graduation he was assigned to the Office of Assistant
Chief of Staff G-2, Department of the Army, as the United
States Army Liaison Officer with station in Singapore. Af-
ter first attending the Strategic Intelligence School, he
served in this position untilMay 1956.

General York was assigned to the Infantry Center at
Fort Benning, Georgia, in August 1956. While there he
served successively as Director, Tactical Department, The
Infantry School; Assistant Chief of Staff G-3, The Infan-
try Center; Director of Instruction and Deputy to the As-
sistant Commandant, The Infantry School; and Chief of
Staff, The Infantry Center.

He was appointed Deputy Chief of Staff of the United
Nations Command in Korea in July 1949 and served in
this position until July 1960.

He returned to the United States in September 1960
with an assignment as Chief, International Division, Of-
fice of the Chief of Research and Development, Depart-
ment of the Army.

Two years later in May, General York was reassigned as
Military Advisor to the Deputy Director, Tactical Warfare
Programs, Office of the Director of Defense Research and
Engineering, Department of Defense, Washington, D.C.

In November 1962, he assumed duty as Director, Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency, Research and Develop-
ment Field Unit, and Joint Operation Evaluation Group,
Vietnam.

General York took command of the 82nd Airborne Di-
vision at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 21 February 1964,
and went with that unit to the Dominican Republic when
it was ordered there in April 1965 to protect American cit-
izens and other foreign nationals during the uprising in
Santo Domingo.

He returned to the United States to assume command of
Fort Benning, Georgia and the Infantry School, 16 July
1965, where he served until he became Commanding Gen-
eral of XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg, 1 August
1967. General York retired on 1 August 1968 and resided in
Hartselle, Alabama, until relocating to the West Coast five
years ago.

Decorations: Distinguished Service Cross; Distin-
guished Service Medal; Silver Star with two Oak Leaf Clus-
ters, Valor; Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster; Bronze
Star Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Valor; Air Medal;
Purple Heart with Oak Leaf cluster; Combat Infantryman
Badge; Distinguished Unit Badge; Croix de Guerre avec
Palme; Legion E'Honneur; Army Commendation Medal
with Oak Leaf Cluster.

Medals: American Defense Service Medal; American
Campaign Medal; European-African Middle Eastern Cam-
paign Medal (eight campaigns); World War II Victory Med-
al; Army Occupation Medal (Germany); National Defense
Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster; Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Medal: Vietnam Campaign Medal; Vietnam Ser-
vice Medal.

Badges: General Staff Identification Badge; Parachute
Badge (Master); Aviator Badge.

A favorite verse of his... Isalah 26:3
“Thou will keep him in perfect peace whose mind has
stayed upon thee because he trusteth in thee.”



Dear Bob:

Enclosed is my article for G Company for the next issue.

I have also enclosed a copy of the Special Tribute paid to Bob York at the Memorial Services at Huntsville, Ala. This was
delivered by Leo Schneider. I told Leo that I would send a copy of it for the Thunderbolt.

Also there is a copy of the Memorial Service program, with a complete list of Robert York's career in the Army.

I realize that this covers a lot of space in the Thunderbolt, but I believe that we owe it to this outstanding leader and to
any of our other leaders that performed such great service to our division and the United States Army.

See you in Hershey,

Joe Macaluso

The article to follow was delivered by Leo Schneider, 1st Bn Hq 331st Infantry Regiment, as a special tribute to
LTG Robert H. York in a Memorial Service held at the BiCentennial Chapel at Redstone Arsenal, Alabama.

Friends and family - either form of address would do. If you were Bob's friend, you were practically in the family and
positively the York family relationship is unique in the finest sense of the word. I am privileged, flattered, and honored to
have been asked by Betty to present the military aspect of Bob York's life.

Bob deserved a more knowledgeable and more articulate spokesman on this subject. I have not been a career soldier and
most certainly have won no awards for elocution.

Difficult to separate Bob York, the man from the soldier. Certainly he gave unparalleled meaning to the words Duty,
Honor, and Country as a soldier and at the same time was a loving and caring father and husband and a great friend.

I could spend an hour or more on the subject of Bob York, soldier, and still not do General York fitting justice. My cover-
age is necessarily brief, therefore, incomplete. But I could not do fitting honors to the memory of Bob York if I had hours.

So, let me open with some comments from a professional soldier. Herbert J. Lloyd was a LTC in 1984, when he was at-
tending the Army War College that year. Eight students were to conduct a study of eight of the U.S. Army's most successful
generals.

Colonel Lloyd, who had been a captain under Bob York, when Bob commanded the 82nd Airborne, asked to study Gener-
al York, because of their previous service together.

Colonel Lloyd was particularly aware of how highly respected General York was by his soldiers and by even generals
senior to him. Colonel Lloyd's studies included a comprehensive coverage of Bob York's entire military history. But one
" section of his research was particularly noteworthy and interesting.

Colonel Lloyd set about contacting officers and enlisted men who had served with Bob York, primarily in combat. Colo-
nel Lloyd went to the root source and sought out letters from a few of those individuals. It is published as "The Legacy of
LTG Robert H. York, as Told by the Soldiers He Led':

At this point I quote from Colonel Lloyd:

"As these letters arrived I began to see they were something rare indeed. The message of the letters went far beyond the
needs of my study. The message is clear - SINCERE, ADMIRATION, RESPECT, LOYALTY, and GREAT PRIDE. The few trust-
ed experience Combat Commanders I have shared these letters with all agree they have never seen anything like this be-
_ fore. Neither has the War College History Department.”

I continue to quote Colonel Lloyd:

“The letters provide an insight into a great American who was blessed with a remarkable talent. I believe there are only
a handful of leaders like this that are provided our nation every fifty years. We see the measure of the man under the most
difficult circumstances. Circumstances that most mortals will never know." "Were it not for these letters you and I would
probably never know much of this because General York always gave full credit to his soldiers."

Finally, Colonel Lloyd wrote:

" am joined by many combat-experienced senior officers who believe that LTG Robert H. York, is the greatest Combat
Commander the United States Army ever saw."

May I repeat the final paragraph from LTC Lloyd's summation of this study:

"I am joined by many combat-experienced officers who believe that LTG Robert H. York is the greatest Combat Com-
mander the United States Army ever saw."

From where I stand, I could count thousands of Combat Infantrymen who would heartily endorse LTC Lloyd's conclu-
sions.

Bob was commissioned at West Point in 1938 - Platoon Leader First Division.

In Africa the First Combat Action in the U.S. Army World War II.

I could quote a whole book of General York's accomplishments with the 1st Division that culminated with his com-
mand of an Assault Battalion on Omaha Beach on D-Day.

I will summarize Bob York's career with the 1st Division with a quote that I almost remember word for word that was.
stated to me by the late General Huebner. General Huebner commanded the 1st Division on D-Day. (This chat with General
Huebner took place in our suite at the Roosevelt Hotel in New York probably some 20 or more years ago. Grace York and my
wife, Shirley, were also present at this moment but General Huebner's remark was directed to me.

General Huebner said, in his opinion if any one man was responsible for maintaining the D-Day toe hold on Omaha
Beach, literally keeping the 1st Division from being driven back into the sea, it was Colonel York. (Then a LTC, Bob com-
manded the 1st Battalion of the 16th Infantry Regiment in the First Division. Think about D-Day and its effect on the win-
ning of WWII and relate that to the personal impact of Bob York.

After the war, Bob York was stationed at West Point. He was in Singapore as Military Attache and did a stint at Ft. Ben-
ning. There were several moves that led up to his assignment as Major General, commanding Ft. Benning on to Ft. Bragg as
Commanding General of the 82nd Airborne.

Ultimately to the rank of Lt General, Commander of the 18th Airborne Corps which included the 82nd Airborne, the
101st Airborne and other Troops.

So much for that part of history.
Let's talk about the soldier and the man as I personally knew him. It was my distinct honor and privilege to have served
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under General York in the 331st Infantry. I was a sometimes Buck Sgt., and was 1st Bn 331st Message Center Chief under
Colonel York's Command. While obviously there was no social intercourse at all between Sgts and Colonels, it seemed our
paths crossed often in the field. Bob spent considerable time away from Regimental Headquarters and he had no reluc-
tances at all in pulling me out of the 1st Bn Headquarters location to expedite his visits to a Line Company. (Quite frankly,
I was honored to have been singled out by Col. York, but given my druthers, I would have preferred to stay in my foxhole at
Bn. Hgs. Of that relationship, I came to know a man, who next to my father, was a person whom I respected more than any
other man I have ever known.

From that combat association came a post-war friendship that never stopped or wavered, a 40-year friendship was to
include Grace York and my wife, Shirley, and our children. To me, General Robert York was the quintessential soldier.
The proudest product of our country and of West Point. The best as a soldier and the best as a friend. -

I want to mention certain words and other attributes which I have read and heard in describing Robert H. York. Brave;
honest, strong, humble, integrity, caring, cool and unflustered, respectful, unpatronizing, brilliant, considerate, superior,
superior leadership, unflappable under pressure, compassion for subordinates, courageous, charismatic and modest.

He commanded respect. He was sincerely admired. Loyalty - he earned it and returned it.

Of York, it has been accurately said he was "always visible to the troops."

He was "war wise." He was "always with the attacking unit." "unequalled tactician,” "exemplary soldier,” "great leader,"
"his troops would follow him to hell and back."”

I feel that any small success that I may have achieved in business and in life was due in a great part that I tried to learn
leadership from Bob York. I tried to emulate his unflinching integrity, and imitating, in my own poor way, his style and
class.

I will end this with a first hand factual example of Bob York's charismatic leadership and military know how.

Bob came to the 331st Regiment on July 12, 1944, we had been in combat for 8 days. Our first day in combat was a July 4,
a 4th 1 will never forget. By July 12th the organization and morale of the 331st were in a shambles. We had lost at least 5,
maybe 6 Regimental C.O.'s in 8 days. 2 killed, 2 relieved and 2, I believe, replaced, one by Bob York.

We had also lost 3 Battalion Commanders, and at least 5 or 6 Company Commanders. The regiment had been fighting
from dawn to dusk every day, taking tremendous casualties and yet accomplishing very little.

In 8 days we lost approximately 800 enlisted men and 75 officers, that was between July 4th and the time General York
took over, on the 12th.

The newly promoted Bird Colonel York was ordered by the Division to attack almost simultaneously upon receiving
command of the 331st.

Lt. Col. Staples who was a Regimental Staff Officer at the time, tells us, York persuaded the Division Commander to
postpone committing the 331st to attack. Bob then ordered his people to get some rest, of course, excepting himself. York
then visited every company and reorganized the entire combat element.

How can I explain to anybody who does not know the horror, the fear, the weariness, and distress of Infantry Combat,
just how we, the troops felt - how depressed and low we were - at the time Colonel York took command.

Bob York told LTC Staples years later that when he saw the state of the regiment, it was the darkest day of his life. Inci-
dentally, where I have mentioned Colonel Staples' name I am quoting from his letter to Colonel Lloyd. That letter and
many others are now part of the War Department Hlstorical Archives.

Bob York took on this impossible mission with a warm smile on his face, he gave courage and heart to a couple thou-
sand weary, scared, thoroughly beaten and discouraged men.

In retrospect, I can well believe it could have been the blackest day of his life when he saw what he had to work with, but,
he took the group and turned it into, what I believe, was one of the best combat regiments that ever served in the United
States Army.

I believe that hundreds of 331st men and no doubt thousands of other soldiers are alive today because Bob York was
their chief. He was the consumate soldier, tactician, and leader.

One other comment, I think I knew and was with Bob or with Bob and Grace through just about each post in elevation in
command and rank. I never saw one bit of change in the man. This country boy, as Bob thought of himself, had no problem
at all in taking off the 3 Star Jacket and all the panoply of rank and becoming a civilian and self-styled country boy.

I have heard the expression "Legend in His Own Time" applied to some people. I suspect most of them were just a legend
in their own mind. Bob York would have been the first to say, Not me. Nevertheless, Bob York was and is a "Legend in His
Own Time." I hope for the sake of our country that there will be other West Pointers and soldiers just somewhere near the
caliber of Lt. General Robert H. York.

In behalf of Walt Ashmore and Joe Macaluso who are present here today, we've lost a wonderful friend, and in behalf of
every dogface soldier of the 331st Infantry and perhaps everyman whoever served under General York, I salute and say a
loving and fond farewell to the greatest combat leader that ever served in the United States Army.

MAY HIS SOUL REST IN EVERLASTING PEACE.

Leo Schneider

By Bruce Henderson
Staff Writer

Retired Army Lt. Gen. Robert H. York, former commanding general of Fort Bragg and its famed 82nd Airborne Division
and 18th Airborne Corps, died Friday, April 15, in San Diego. He was 74.

Born in Birmingham, Ala., Gen. York began his 30-year military career as an enlisted man in the Alabama National
Guard. He graduated in 1938 from the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., where he was also an undefeated boxer.
He went on to fight in World War II, work at Army headquarters in Washington and command units at Fort Bragg and Fort
Benning, Ga.

During World War II, his infantry regiment fought campaigns in Africa, Sicily and took part in the Normandy inva-
sion. Later assignments put him in Singapore, Korea and Vietnam. Among his military decorations were the Distin-
guished Service Cross, three Silver Stars and four Bronze Stars for valor, two Purple Hearts and the French Legion

D'Honneur.
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