
At the outbreak of the Korean War, General York was
asstgned to the OfIIce of the Asslstant Chtef of Staff G-3,
Department of the Army, as a Sta.ff Oftlcer in Operatlons
Divison.

In August 1951, he was selected for attendance at the
Army W-r College at Carllsle Barracks, Pennsylvanla.
Upon graduation he was asslgned to the Offlce ofAsslstant
Chtef of StaffG-2, Department of the Army, as the Unlted
States Army Liatson Oflicer with station ln Stngapore. Af-
ter first attending the Strateglc Intelllgence School, he
served in this position unUlMay 1956.

General York was asstgned to the Infanby Center at
Fort Benning, Georgta, in August 1956. While there he
served successlvely as Director, Tactlcal Department, The
Infantry School; Assistant Chtef of Staff G-3, The Infan-
try Center; Director of InstrucUon and Deputy to the .ds-
slstant Commandant, The Infantry School; and Chtef of
Staff, The Infantry Center.

He was appointed Deputy Chlef of Stalf of the Unlted
Nations Command in Korea ln July 1949 and served tn
thls posttlon until July 1960.

He returned to the United States tn September 1960
with an assignment as Chief, Internatlonal Dlviston, Of-
flce of the Chlef of Research and Development, Depart-
ment of the Army.

TWo years later tn May, General York was reasstgned as
Military Advisor to the Deputy Dlrector, Tactical Warfare
Programs, OffIce of the Dlrector of Defense Research and
Engtneertng, Department of Defense, Washlnglon, D.C.

In November 1962, he assumed duty as Dlrector, Ad-
vanced Research ProJects Agency, Research and Develop-
ment Fleld Unit, and Joint Operatlon EvaluaUon Group,
Vietnam.

General York took command of the 82nd Alrborne Dl-
vision at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 21 February 1964,
and went with that unit to the Domintcan Republic when
it was ordered there ln Aprtl 1965 to protect American cit-
izens and other forelgtt natlonals during the uprislng ln
Santo Domingo.

He returned to the United States to assume command of
Fort Bennlng, Georgla and the Infantry School, 16 July
1965, where he served unfll he became Commandlng Gen-
eral of )fl/III Atrborne Corps and Fort Bragg, I August
1967. General York retlred on I August 1968 and restded ln
Hartselle, Alabama, untll relocatlng to the West Coast flve
years ago.

Decoratlone: Disttngutshed Servlce Cross; Dlstln-
guished Service Medal; Silver Starwtth two Oak l-eaf Clus-
ters, Valofi lJglon of Mertt wtth Oak Iraf Clustec Bronze
Star Medal with three Oak Iraf Clusters, Vdor; Alr Medal;
Purple Heart with Oak Leaf cluster; Combat Infantryman
Badge; Distinguished Unit Badge; Crolx de Guerre avec
Palme: Legion E'Honneur: Army Commendatlon Medal
with Oak kaf Cluster.

Mcdals: Amerlcan Defense Servlce Medal; Amerlcan
Campaign Medal; European-Afrlcan Mtddle Eastern Cam-
palgn Madal (eight campaigns): World War II Vlctory Med-
al: ermy Occupadon Medal {Germany); Nattonal Defense
Service Medat vdth Oak l€af Clusten Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Medaft Vletnam Campaiglr Medal; Vtetnam Ser-
vice Medal.

Badgce: General Staff Identtflcation Badge; Parachute
Badge (Master); Avlator Badge.

A favorlte verse of his... Isalah 26:3
'Tlwu .:oill keep htm In paJect peare wtase mtnd hrrs

stagd uprt tfue ber;ausr- he Uusteth ln tlu*."

In Memoqr Of

ROBERT HOWARDYORK
I;l,eutenant General

Untted States Anny (Retlred)

a3 April 1913 - 15 Apdf l$g
Lieutenant General Robert H. York was born tn Birm-

ingham, Alabama, 23 April 1913.

His military career began in July 1933 when he enlisted
in the Alabarna National Guard. He graduated from the
Unlted States Military Academy wlth a Bachelor of
Sclence ln Engtureertng tn 1938 and was commlssloned a
Second Lieutenant of Infantry in the RegularArmy.

His ffrst assignment was wlth the lSth Infanky Regt-
ment, lst Infantry DMsion at Fort Wadsworth, New York
He was with the Regiment for 42 months serving as a Unit
Commander.

In September 1942, as a 29-year-old Major seMng as a
Battalion Executive OIIicer, Lieutenant General York went
overseas with the l8th Infantry and fought with the unlt
throughout all of its campaigns in Aflca and Sicily and
in the Normandy Invasion.

While with tlrls unit, he served in all grades from Sec-
ond Lieutenant to Lieutenant Colonel.

In July 1944, General York was transferred to the 83rd
Infantry Division in Normandy and asslgned as Reglmen-
tal Commander of the 33lst Infantry Reg[ment, the posl-
tion he held untll the division was deactlvated in April
1946.

Approdmately four months later he was assigned as an
Instructor of Tactics at the United States MilitaryAcade-
my atWest Polnt, NewYork.



Dear BS:
Enclosed ts my article for G Company for the nert issue.
I have also enilosed a copSr of the Specid Tribute paid to Bob York at the Memorial Services at Huntsvllle, Ala. Tttls was

delivered by Leo Schnetder. I told Leo that I would send a copy of tt for the TfutnderbV.
Also there is a copy of the Memorial Service program, with a complete list of RobertYork's canreer ln the Army-
I realize that this-Covers a lot of space tn the fhi"rnderblt" but I believe that we owe it to this outstandtng leader and to

any of our other leaders that performed such great servlce to our division and the Unlted States Army.
See you tn Hershey,
Joc MacgftEo

The arltcte to futrow qns dellvered by Leo Schnelder, lst Bn Eq 331st Infrnhy Regtment, as a speclBl trlbute to
LTrG Robert E York ln a Memorl,al Sewlce held at the BlCentennlal Chapel at Redstone Assenal, lNlabnma.

FHends and family - elther form of address would do. If you were Bob's friend, you wene practlcally ln th9 family and
poslttvely the York f,amtty relatlonshtp ls unlque ln the flnest sense of the word. I am prtvtleged, flattered, and honored to
have been asked by Betty to present the military aspect of Bob York's life.

Bob deserved a-mor.e imowledgeable and rnoie articulate spokesman on this subJect. I have not been a career soldler and
most certalnly have won"no awards for elocutlon.

Dlfficult to separate Bob York, the man from the soldter. Certainly he gave unparalleled meanlng to the words Dut5r,
Honor, and Country as a soldler and at the same time was a lovtng and caring father and husban{ and a great frtend.

I could spend an hour or more on the subJect of Bob York, soldter, and sflll not do General York fltilngJustlce. JVty cover-
age ls necessarily brlef, therefore, tncompletC. But I could not do lttflng honors tothe memoryllBob Vgrk tfl had hours.
-So, let me op6n wlth some commentgfrom a professional soldler. Herbert J. Uoyd was a LTC fn 1984, when he was at-

tendtng the Army War College that year. Elght students were to conduct a study of elght of the U.S. Army's most successful
generals.- Colonel Lloyd, who had been a captatn under Bob York, when Bob commanded the S2ndAtrborne, asked to study Gener-
al Yorlg because of thetr prevlous servlce together.

Colonel Uoyd was partlcularly aware of how htghly respected General York was by hls soldters- and !Y even generals
senior to htm. Colonel Lloyd's siudies included a -omprehensive coverage of Bob York's enUre rnilitary htstory. But one
sectlon of his research was particularly noteworthy and interestlng.

Colonel Lloyd set about contacting 6mcers and enlisted men who had served wtth Bob York, prtmarlly tn_combat. Colo-
nel Lloyd wenl to t]re root source and sought out letters from a few of those tndivlduals. It ls publtshed as "The hgacy of
LIIG Robcrt IL York, ar Told by tlrc Soldlcrs He Lcd':

At thts potnt I quote from Colonel Lloyd:
"As theie letteri arrlved I began to se6 they were something rare lndeed. The message of the letters went far bgyond the

needs of my study. Ttre message ls clear - SINCERE, ADMIRAION, RESPECT, LOYALTY, and GREAT PRIDE. The few trust-
ed experlence Co-mbat Comminders I have shared these letters vdth atl agfee they have never seen an5rthlng ltke thls be-
fore. Nelther has the War College Htstory Department."

I contlnue to quote Colonel Lloyd:
'The letters proUae an tnstght-tnto a great Amerlcan who was blessed wlth a remarkable talent. I belleve there -are 

only
a handful of leiders ltke thls t[at are pr.JUaea our natlon every flftyyears. We see t]re measure of the man under the most
dtfllcult clrcumstances. Clrcumstancis that most mortals w'rli nevbi know." 'Were lt not for these letters you and I would
probably never know much of this because General York always gave full credlt to his soldiers."

Finally, Colonel Lloyd wrote:
'lI am Jolned by mariy combat-experlenced senlor officers who believe that LTG Robert H. Yorlq ls the greatest Combat

Commander the Untted States Army ever saw."
May I repeat the flnal paragraph from LTC Lloyd's summatlon of this stud56
'f am joinea by many-com-Uaf-ocpertenced olllcers who believe that LTG Robert H. York ls the greatest Combat Com-

mander the Unlted States Army ever saw."
From where I stand, I codd count thousands of Combat Infantrymen who would hearttly endorse LTC Lloyd's conclu-

slons,
Bob was commlssloned at West Polnt ln 1938 - Platoon l-eader First Diviston.
In Afrlca the Flrst Combat Actlon in the U.S. Army World War II.
I could quote a whole book of General York's.aclompltshments with the lst DMsion that culmlnated with hls com-

mand of an Assault Battalion on Omaha Beach on D-Day.
I wlll summarize Bob York's career with the lst Diviiion wlth a quote that I almost remember word for word that was

stated to me by the late General Huebner. General Huebner commanded the lst DMsion on D-Day. fitrts_chat wlth General
Huebner took ilace ln our sulte at the Roosevelt Hotel in New York probably gome 2p or mgre years ago. Grace York and my
wife, Shlrley, were also present at thls moment but General Huebner's remark was directed to me.

General-Auebner saia, itr his oplnion if any one man w€rs responsible for maintatning the D--Day' toe hold on omaha
Beach, titerally keeptng tire lst Dtvtston from 

-belng 
drlven back tnto the sea, lt was Colonel York (Then a LTC, Bob com-

manded the tit eafta1?n of the l6th Infantry Regtirent tn the Flrst Dlvislon. Think about D-Day and tts elfect on the wln-
ning of WWII and relate that to ttre personal impact of Bob York

.ifter the war, Bob york was stationed at lVest Point. He was ln Slngapore as MilitaryAttache and dld a sttnt at Ft. Ben-
ntng. There were several moves that led up to his assignment as MaJor-C-neral, commandtng Ft. Bennlng on to Ft. Bragg as
Commandlng General of the 82nd Airborne.

UtUmatetf to the rank of Lt General, Commander of the lSth Airborne Corps whlch tncluded the 82nd Alrborne, the
I 0 lst Alrborne and other Tfoops.

So much for that part of ttistory.
I-et,s talk about the soldler and the metn as I personally knew hlm. It was my distlrect honor and prtvtlege to have served
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I

under GeneralYork ln the 33lst Infantry, I was a sometimes Buck Sgt., and was lst Bn 33lst Message Center Chtef under
Colonel York's Command. While obvlously there was no soclal lntercourse at all between Sgts and Colonels, lt seemed our
paths crossed often in the fleld. Bob spent considerable time away from Regimental Headquarters and he had no reluc-
tances at all tue pulling me out of the lsl Bn Headquarters locatlon to expedite hts visits to a Ltne Company. (guitg tqkly,
I was honored to have been slngled out by Col. York, but given my druthers, I would have prefened to stay ln my foxhole at
Bn. Hqs. Of that relatlonship, icame to know a man, who next to my father, was a person whom I respected more than any
other man I have ever known.

FYom that combat association came a post-war friendship that never stopped or wavered, a 4o-year friendship was to
include Grace York and my wife, Shirley, and our children. To me, General Robert York was the qutntessentld soldler.
The proudest product of our county and of West Polnt. The best as a soldier and the best as a friend.

I want to mention certaln words and other attrtbutes which I have read and heard in describing Robert H. York. Brave:
honest, strong, humble, tntegrity, cartng, cool and unflustered, respectfi.rl, unpatronizlng, brilliant, conslderate,-superlor,
superior leaderstrip, unflappabld under pressure, compasslon for subordtnates, courageous, charismatlc and modest.

He commanded respect. He was sincere\r admired. toyalty - he earned it and returned it.
OfYorlL it has been accurately said he was "always visible to the troops."
He was "War wise." He was "always with the attacking unit." "unequalled tactlclan," "exempla4r soldler," "great leader,"

"his troops would follow him to hell and back "
I feel that any small success that I may have achieved in business and tn life was due tn a great part that I trted to learn

leadership froni gob York. I tried to emulate his unflinching integrtty, and imitating, ln my oriln poor way, hls style and
class.

I will end this with a ffrst hand factual example of Bob York's charismatic leadership and mtlitary know how.
Bob came to the 33lst Regiment on July L2, Lg4/' we had been tn combat for 8 days. Our first day ln combat was a Juty 4,

a 4th I will never ficrget. ny July I 2th the organlzaUon and morale of the 331st were ln a shambles. We had lost at least 5,
maybe 6 Regimental C.O.'s ln 8 days. 2 killed, 2 relieved and 2, I belleve, replaced, one by BobYork.

We had also lost 3 Battalion Commanders, and at least 5 or 6 Company Commanders. The regtment had been flghtlng
from dawn to dusk every day, taking tremendous casualties and yet accomplishlng very little.

In 8 days we lost app-ro:Omately 8OO enlisted men and 75 offfcers, that was between July 4th and the tlme General York
took over, on the 12th.

The newly promoted Blrd Colonel York was ordered by the DMslon to attack almost slmultaneously upon recelvlng
comnrand of the 33lst.

Lt. Col. Staples who was a Regimental Stalf OIIIcer at the time, tells us, York persuaded tJ:e Dtvtslon Commander to
postpone committlng the 33lst to attack Bob then ordered his people to get some rest, of course, exceptng hlmself. York
then visited every company and reorgantzed the enUre combat element.

How can I exilain to anybody who does not know the horror, the fear, the weariness, and dlstress of Infantry Combat,
Just how we, the troops felt - how depressed and low we were - at the tlme Colonel York took command.- 

Bob York told LTC-staples years later that when he saw the state of the regiment, lt was the darkest day of hts llfe. Incl-
dentally, where I have menUoned Colonel Staples' name I am quoting from his letter to Colonel Lloyd. That letter and
many others are no$r part of the War Department Hlstorlcal Archlves.

gob york took on this tmpossible misslon with a warm smile on hts face, he gave courage and heart to a couple thou-
sand wea4r, scared, thoroughlybeaten and discouraged men.

In retroipect, I can well belteve tt muld have been the blackest day of trls Ife when he saw what he had to work wtth, but,
he took the group and turned lt lnto, what I beheve, was one of the best combat reglrnents tlrat ever served ln the Unlted
States Army.

I believe-that hundreds of 33lst men and no doubt thousands of other soldiers are dive today because Bob York was
their chief. He was the consumate soldier, tactician, and leader.

One other comment, I thtuxk I knew and was with Bob or with Bob and Grace throughJust about each post ln elerratton ln
command and rank. I never saw one bit of change ln the man. This country boy, as Bob thought of hlmself, had no prcblem
at all ir: taking off the 3 Star Jacket and all the panoply of rank and becoming a civilian and self-s-ty-led country boy.-

I have hear-d the expression "kgend tn Hts Own fime" applled to some people. I suspect most of them wereJust a leg9ld
lre their own mlnd. Bo-b Yorkwould have been tJ:e flrst to say, Not me. Nevertheless, Bob York was and ts a "I-egend ln Hls
Own Time." I hope for the sake of our country that there wtli be other West Potnters and soldiers Just somewhere near the
caliber of Lt. General Robert H. York.

In behalf of Walt Ashmore and Joe Macaluso who are present here today, weVe lost a wonderful filend, and tn behalf of
every dogface soldier of the 33lst Infantry and perhaps everyman whoevei served under General Yorh I salute and say a
loving and fond farewell to the greatest combat leader that ever served in the United States Army.

MAY HIS SOUL REST IN EVERT,A.STING PEACE.
Lco Schncidcr

B5rBnrce Eenderson
StaffWrlter

Retired Army Lt. Gen. Robert H. York, former commanding general of Fort Bragg and lts famed 82nd Atrborne DMslon
and I 8th Airborne Corps, died hlday, April I 5, in San Diego. He wa's 7 4.

Born in Birmingham, Ala., Gen.-Yori< began his 3o-year military career as an enlisted man ln the Alabama National
Guard. He graduat"ed ln 1938 from the U.S. t4ilitary Academy at West Potuet, N.Y., where he was also an undefeated boxer.
He went on"to fight in World War II, work at Army lieadquartlrs tn Washington and command units at Fort Bragg and Fort
Benning, Ga-

Duri"ng World War II, his infantry regiment fought campaigns in Africa, Slcily and took part ln the Normant lnva-
sion. L^atir assignments put htm ti Siig"por., K6rea and Vietnam. Among hls_military_decoratlo.ns. were the Distin-
guished Service"Cro"", tlit . Silver Star"s ind four Bronze Stars for valor,-two Purple Hearts and the French lrgton
D'Honneur.
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In a postwar book about Vietnam and the military, "The Best and the Brightest," Journalist David Halberstam cited hlm
for trts courage.

Gen. York"put hls career tn Jeopardy, Halberstam wrote, by filing leld rgno{s describing Amerlcan lnvolvement and
losses as rnuch heavler than ofl{ctat acCounts. His commandtng general was livtd.

And rn a restrtcted-circulaflon booklet produced several years ago at West Potrt, 'The legacy of Lt. Gen. Robert H. York"'
several cadets used the general's exampie tn an attempt [o define the personal characteristics that contribute to leader-
shtp. Ustng letters sollcttid from some 3-5 offIcers and men who served wift Cen. York ire World War II, the cadets pieced to-
gether a picture of trim they hoped would be a model for young officers." After World War u, Gen: york sewed as an instructor in tactics at West Potnt and served at Army headquarters in Wash-
frgion- fo1owing other assignments, he became staff chief at the Infantry Center at Fort Benning, Ga., served as deputy
chief of staff of U.S. forces in Korea, again served in Washington, and served in Vietnam.

In February 1964, he was appointe& commander of the SDnd Airborne Division at Fort Brlgg .ttd Lg the divislo_n'i dtty
in the Dominlican Republic iri ]SOS. That year, he was named commander of Benning's Infantry Center and Infantry
School.

in eugust 1962, he retumed to Fort Bragg as commanding general of the lSth Airborne Corps and of the base. He retired
lnJuIy 1968.

Wi[h retirement, he and hts wife, Grace, moved to t]re general's home state tn Huntsville, Ala. There he was active ln
church affarrs, said his half-brother, Charlotte Observer rJpoter John York, and helped begin a halfiray house for drug-
abustngyouths.

Chailctertstically, John york said, he spent little money on himself. "He llved in baslcs and that was all he cared

about."
In reflrement, the couple traveled in Europe and the Orient. They moved to San Diego several ye-ars ag-o.

Cin. york's daughter, narbara Donnadieu, said her father had-been diagnosed with cancer only tn the past month and
had been hospitalized two days.

Gen. york ^was 
"a 1rery speti"l man. Not Just for his mittary career, but for his personal relationships and personal ln-

tegrity and character," she satd.
"Ac-Uve all 6is life, Gen. york enjoyed golf, hunting, Iishing, reading and bridge. He was an avid boxing fan, from his four

undefeated years in the ring at West Point, and a qualified parachutist.
He ls surirlved by hts wifi, Grace Buckland York, and four daughters, Elizabeth Ann, Barbara Allison, Gatl Andrea and

Carol.
fvffUt"ry serylces wtll be held, posslbly ln San Dtego, with memortal services planned at Fort Benntng, Ga., and ln

Huntsvllle, Ala,
Gen York will be buded in West polnt.

My Observattons Of Lteutenant General Robert II. York

I flrst met wtth then, Colonel york ln August 1944 at St. Brieuc, Flance, (Brittany Penlnsula)._George Company had tak-
en lt's obJecttve, the C.O. of George Compan]r (Wtlliam E. Waters) was moved up to lattalion Staffas OperaUon Ofticer. As a
Second Illeutenant, I was selected to becomi ih" n"* C.O. of George Company. At this ttme Colonel York gave hts approval
of my becomlng C.O. as a Second Ileutenant and he told me that G:eorge iomlany was my Company and that no one could
take tt away from me.

At thls time Colonel york expressed a great deal of confidenc,e in me, and as it was I was determined to let him know
that I would fulflll my obligatton to him and the men of the Company.

I went to France as a p-latoon trader with George Company and from the day tlat we made our tnlfld attack (4th of
Ju$) I knew that as Officers we had to develop into dombat 

-leacie_rs. Within the next two weeks the 33lst Infantry Reglrnent

wai io be commanded by a number of Lieutenant Colonels and Colonels. It was evident that none of these Offlcers were ca-

pable of leading a Reglnient. The leadership was not there arrd as a result, the morale of the Reglment was at an ortremely
low level.

Word then came down, that we would have a Lieutenant Colonel, who was to be our new Reglmental Comrnander, Robert

H. Yorlq a battle experienced Officer from the First DMsion.
As a platoon leacier I was not in on the iniual conferences that Colonel York had with the Battalion and Comp-any-Com-

manders. Word dtd leflltrate donryr, that now we ffnally had a leader. It was evident that immediately, plannlng for the at-
tacks on enemy posttlons were given considerable amount of attention, and the plans of attack were well prepared.

The Regmeirt achteved tnstint success. Once success ln combat came, then the morale of the Regiment reached new
frerghts. \47ith * ftrgtt level of morale, came a great esptrit de Qolfs wiltrin the Re-giment. The Regime$ thel bggql to claim

the honors which weie bestowed upon it. TEe Regiment stiil hhd a hrge numbe-r of origind compliment of officers, but
only through the leade*frip of Col6nel Vgrf<, qiqifre Regiment finaily6egin to function as a true combat unit. Colonel

voifi th-;gh hls motivauoln and leadershif'abifiti*, *f9 ab[to Uriirg oit Utg E"t in each of his olllcers. The enlisted

p.r"6"tr.f, ifUrftr each unit, began to have donfldence in the Officers that were leading them tnto combat.
' Colonei york always had'coliplete knowledge of what was-taking plac9.. On a.number of occasions, when things began

to break doqrn and tlitpd U.g; to slow, he iways had the know-hov of being there-urith the correct decisions.

When George Compinywas*given Remich, in Lrlxembou-rg, as its objective, it was the first time that I had the Company

ln the attack on a b"it;b "o"] nrr unit had been in a relitive quiet 
-area, with a considerable amount of patrol agtwJtY.

For the flrst time since I took command, I;; teaaing the unit in'an attack on an obJectlve. TheCompany had pushed to

the outskirts of town, i *"t*"Li"g plans for the attaEh colonel York was there, I gave him my plan of attaclc His expres-

slons and words of comfort gave mI the confidence I needed to carr5r out my plans.- 
r.ri"ar."" to 

""y, 
the attack was a complete success, and was achieved wi-th few casualtles. The next attack was in Graven-

macher, Lu:rembouqg, ;d "g.i" 
we actrieved success. I had set up the defense of the areafor tle nf8ht, and.3lso the securilr

of Company Headquarters. The only person t" L 
"-tt"tt""geA 

UV the guard was Colonel York, checking the area' and he

seemedextieme$ fiappy that the guard was on the alert.
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