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TRCOPS CF THE AMERICAN NINTH, THE BRITISH SECOND AND CANADIAN FIRST ARMIES

« HAVE CROSSED THE IOWER RHINE KIVER IN A MAJORK OFFENSIVE, THE GROSSINGS WEHE

MADE DURING THE NIGHT AND EARLY THIS MORENING AND WERE PRECEEDED BY A TREWENDOUS
ARTIIIELY BAKRAGE THAT SAW AMERICAN AND BRITISH CANNON FIKING FOR THEREE HOURS
WITHCUT 4 PAUSE, AFTER DAWN THIS wOMNING, UNITS OF THE FIhST ALLIED AIkBOHNE
ARMIES, INCLUDING THE SIXTH BKITISH AIKBOHNE DIVISICN aND THE AMEARICAN 101ST
AIKBORNE DIVISICN, DROPPED JUST BEHIND THE GERMAN FORCES ON THE EAST BANK. THOSE
ThOOPS WHO CROSSED THE RIVER IN ASSAULT CEAFT MET LIGHT OPPOSITICN (N THE OTHRR
SIDE AND SOME UNITS WERE LAST KEPOKTED TO HAVE DRIVEN 2 MIIES BEYCND THE Fak BaNK.

AT SIX O'CLCCK LAST NIGHT, THE AMERICAN AND BRITISH AKTIILIEHY POUKED A HaIL
OF STEEL ACKOSS THE KIVER FOR THEEE HOUKS WITHOUT IETUP. AT NINE O'CLCCK, BY THE
LIGHT OF THE OCN, UNITED KINGDOuM FORCES WENT INTO ACTICN. HUGE NAVAL CEAFT OP-
EKATED BY PEKSCNNEL OF THE ROYAL NAVY, WEKE LOADED WITH TROCPS OF THE 51ST HIGH-
LAND DIVISION AND THESE THOOPS WEhE CAKKRIED ACHOSS THE KHINE 4BOUT 12 wIlES B~
10W WESEL.

AT TEN O'CLCCK LAST NIGHT, BnITISH COMMANDOS SLIPPED AChOSS THE RIVER J UST
DOYINSTHEAM FkOM WESEL, JUST AFTER THE COmmANDOS HAD HEAGHED THE FAR BaNK OF THE
RIVER., RA¥ HEAVY EOMBELS FLEW OVEk TO PLASTER THE DEFENSES OF WESEL. AS SO(N AS
THE BOBING HAD CEASED, THE COMMaNDOS SLIPPED INTO THE TOWN 4ND TOCK IT. JUST
4BOUT THEEE O'GLOGK THIS WORVING, THE 15TH SCOTTISH DIVISICN CHOSSED THE RIVER
FROii NEAR XANTEN,

UNITS OF THE AMERICAN NINTH ARMY WENT INTO ACTICN AT FOUR O'CLOCK THIS «ORIING
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF WESEL FUKTHUR UPSTHEAW, THE YANKS PILED INTO HUGE ASSAULT
CRAFT OPERATED BY MEN OF THE UNITED STATES NaVY aND THEY QUICKLY CROSSED THE
KIVER AND PUSHED.ON. BARLY THIS MORNING THE AmERICAN 101ST AIKBORNE, THE HEROS
CF BASTOGNE, AND THE BRITISH SIXTH ALRDr~ - DIVISION WEKE DKOPPED JUST BEHIND
THE GElwaN FORCES N THE EAST BANK OF THIs RIVEK. CORRESPONDENTS SAY THAT 1500
TEANSRORT PLANES AND GLIDEES WERE-USEDFIY THE wASSIVE AIKEORNE OPERATICN; - AMER-
ICAN LIPERATOKS HAVE ALFEADY DPDPPW TO THE alkBORNE INITS, - .

" GERMAN KESISTANCE ON THE &AST BAWK OF THE RHINE LIVEK IS KEPOKTED TO BE WLIGHT"
BUT THE ALLTED TROOPS HAVE NOT YET KUN INTO THE GEfMAN, KESELVES.

ANOTHER ALLIEL ARmY, THE UNITED STATES THIRD AhMY, UNDER LT. GENERAL S PATTON,
HAS CHOSSLD THE HHINE hIVER GINERAL PATTON'S FOKCES WENT- ACEO3S “THE KHINE ON -
THURSDAY NIGHT #ITHOUT AKTILIERY Ok ALk PHEPARATI(N AND THEY aKE REPORTED TO BE
AL KEADY ENIAKGING TIETkK BxIDGEHEAD AND SHUTTLING TKOOPS 4ND SUPPLIES ACKOSS IN
FERRIES aND ASSAULT BOATS. IT HLS NOT BERN REPOKTED YET WHEKE THE THIKD AndY
CROSSING TCCK PLACE BUT THE GERMANS SAY THAT THE awMRHICANS CROSSED NEAK OPr-iivHELd
ABOUT 100 MIIES UPSTHEAM FROu FEMAGHEN, THE GERMAN KEMNANTS IFFT WEST OF THE
hHINE, ESTIMATED AT 20,000 MFN, AKE IN A VEKY BAD WAY AFTER LOSING THELK LaST
ESCAPE BhIDGE AHEN THIAD ARMY ¥4NKS TOCK SPEYER. THE CITY OF LUDWIGSHAFEN HS
BEEN CIEAKED 4ND SOUTH CF THIS C.L'IY THE NAZID HAVE -BEEN COMPHESSED INTO 4 POCKET
10 MILES DEEP,

THE ALI-OUT ALLIED AERIAL OFI'LNSIVE AGﬂINST THE KEICH WENT ON AGAIN TODAY.

MORE, -THAN 1000 AMERICAN HEAVIES -BLASTED 12 wORE GERM A AIKFIELDS ABOUT 60 wILES
BSHIND THE FRCNT LINES EaST OF ‘THE IOWSK KHINE; A FORCE OF 850 FIGHTEES ESCOHTED
. THE'BOMFERS AND THEY WENT CN-ARMED PATROLS OVER NOKTHNEST GERuMANY, ALLIED TaCTI-
C4LPLANES WERE OUT TN VERY GHEAT STFENGTH aGAIN TODAY HaMuERING &T ToEGETS IN
THE RkUHR AND IN NOKTHERN GEuMNY. WATCHERS CN THE ENGIISH COaST SAID THAT THEY
HAVE NEVEK SEEN SUCH GHEAT CONEATRATICNS CF AIhChArT HEADING FOR GERuANY AS THEY
HAVE SEEN TODAY. :
: CONTINUED :



ﬁ aY MAKKED THE FOUkTH DAY OF waSSIVE ALLIED AIk BI.D\AS AGAINST THE KEICH.
ALT7"D STRMEN HAVE PARALIZED COmdUNICATIONS IN THE hUHk VALLEY aND IN NORTH AND
GENTHAL GERuaNY AND HAVE CREATED UTTER DEVASTATIN WHEKE KESSELKING IS THYING
TO ASSEMBLE HIS FORCES TO THY AND STOP MONTGOMELY,

AMERICAN HEAVY BOMBERS FrOM ITALY TODAY FI1EW ALL THE WAY 'IO ~EERL1N TO0 PCUND .
THAT CITY FOk THE FIKST TIME, THIS WaS THE IONGEST ESCOKTED MISSICN -EVEER ¥LOWN
BY AMERICAN BOMBELS OF THE 15TH ALK FOKCE, ALIIED PLANES FLEW SOME 2700 SORTIES
YESTERDAY., MOKE THAU 1000 @EDIUM BOMBERS AIONE YESTEnDAY ATTACKED COMuUNICATI(NS
IN AUSTRIA AND NOKTHEMN ITALY.

KUSSIA:

MARSHALL KONEV'S MEN IN UPPER SIIESIA HAVE BROADENED THEIR SOUTHWARD DKIVE
AND AKE DRIVING TO BUEST THKOUGH THE SUDETEN GAP GUAKDING THE APPHOACHES TO
PRAGUE, KONEV'S MEN HAVE TAKEN wOKE PLACES (N sND NEak THE CZECHOSIOVAK FhONTInk
AND H4VE CUT THE MaIN GERMAN SUPPLY ROQUTE TO THE MORAVIAN GAP AND NOW THREATEN .
THIS HISTORIC PASS THAT LEADS THRCUGH CZECHOSIOVOKIA TO VIENNA, THE GEIMANS SAY
THAT KCNEV'S TANKS AKE FIGHTING IN THE TOWN OF NEISSE

1AKSHALL KOKOSSOVOSKY'S FORCES HAVE DRIVEN TO THE BALTIC BEI‘#\EEN DANZIG AND
GDYNIA AND HAVE TAKEN THE PORT CF POT THLS DRIVE HAS SPLIT THE GERMAN POUKET

IN. THO, THE GERMANS SAY THAT MAFSH: V'S FIEST WHITE RUSSIAN ARMY GROUP IS
7 MILES PAST THE OIEK DUE EAST op-ml_sg,g aun ONLY 33 MILES FEOM THE GERMAN CiP-
1TOL.

&
PACIFIC: S

BEITISH ‘14TH ARMY TROCPS HAVE ADVANGED FAR SOUTH OF MsNDALAY TO WITHIN 18
wfIES OF .EIKTILA, THE JAPS (N THE MANDALAY PLAIN IN BETWEEN THE BRITISH FORUES
H4VE IOST THE IRKAWADDY HIVER TOWN OF MYINGYAN,.

SEVEN HUNDRED (700) JAPANESE ALRCRAFT WERE DESTHOYED Ok DAMAGED IN THIS wWE:K'S
CAHRIER PORNE ATTACKS (N JaPAN, THE AMERICAN ESCORT CARKIER, "EISMARCK SEA",
W4S IOST OFF I40 JIuA LaST MONTH., TOKIO RADIO SAID TODAY THAT AMERICAN CARRIER
PLANES WEKE ATTACKING THE RYUKU CHAIN OF ISLaNDS SOUTH OF JaPAaN,

AMEKICAN TROOPS HAVE ADVANCED AGAIN INTO NORTHERN LUZ(N AFTER CRUSHDIG L J AP
COUNTERATTACKS .



