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GERMANY; 
TANKS AND INFANTRY OF THE AMERICAN F I R S T ARMY LAST N I G H T THRUST THROUGH THE 

NORTHWESTER! R E S I D E N T I A L D I S T R I C T OF COLOGNE AND THEY ARE NOW F I G H T I N G IN THE 
HEART OF THE GREAT CITY. THE YANKS HAVE REACHED THE WALLS OF THE OLD CITY iiND 
WERE LAST REPORTED LESS THAN A MILE FROM THE GREAT HOHENZOILERN BRIDGE OVER THE 
R H I N E . THE AMERICANS NOW HOLD ABOUT, 1/3 OF COLOGNE. GERMAN RESISTANCE IN THE 
CITY HAS BEEN S U R P R I S I N G L Y L I G H T SO FAR. OTHER F I R S T ARMY YANKS HAVE REACHED THE 
R H I N E 5 M I L E S NORTH OF COLOGNE AND JUST SOUTHEAST OF NEUSS, THE AMERICANS ARE NOW 
CLOSING UP TO THE F I V E R ALL ALCNG TH$ LINE NORTH OF COLOGNE. -

AMERICAN NINTH ARMY TROOPS NOW STAND ON THE R H I N E P R A C T I C A L L Y ALL THE vKAY FROM 
NEUSS TO HOMBERG. GENERAL SLwPSON'S TROOPS D R I V I N G INTO THE GERMAN POCKET COVER­
ING THE WESEL BRIDGES YESTERDAY PUSHED ON ANOTHER 6 M I L E S - AS THEY MOVE UP FROM 
THE SOUTH. THE AMERICANS ARE MOPPING UP IN RHEINBERG AND T H E I R GUNS NOW CONTROL 
THE GERMAN FERRY CROSSINGS AT R H E I N BERG. NINTH ARMY FORCES BAGGED ANOTHER 1500 
PRISONERS YESTERDAY. 

THE GERMAN POCKET COVERING THE APPROACHES TO THE ROAD AND RAIL BRIDGES AT 
WESEL HAS BEEN CUT IN HALF AND C A N A D I A N , U N I T E D KINGDOM AND AMERICAN NINTH ARMY 
TROOPS ARE M A K I N G FURTHUR INROADS INTO I T . GERMAN PARATROOPERS LEfrT BEHIND TO 
FIGHT REAR GUARD ACTIONS ARE F I G H T I N G DOGGEDLY. CN THE NORTHERN SIDE OF THE POC­
KET, CANADIAN TROOPS HAVE ENTERED THE OUTSKIRTS OF.XANTEN AND T H E I R A R T I L L E R Y NOW 
COVERS THE FERRY CROSSINGS AT X A N T E N . THE POCKET IS NOW ABOUT 5 M I L E S DEEP AND 
RUNS ALONG THE RIVER FOR ABOUT 10 M I L E S . A L L I E D MEDIUM BOMBERS YESTERDAY MADE 13 
ATTACKS,- ON THE ROAD AND R A I L BRIDGES AT WESEL. BOTH BRIDGES WERE HIT AND THE GER­
MANS ARE F E V E R I S H L Y T R Y I N G TO R E P A I R THEM. 

AMERICAN T H I R D ARMY TROOPS HAVE G A I N E D UP TO 2 M I L E S BEYOND PRUM AND BIT BURG 
CN A 25 MILE F R O N T . GENERAL PATTON'S fORCES HaVE MADE A SECOND CROSSING OF THE 
RIVER KYLL AND HOLD A BRIDGEHEAD NORTH OF TRIER. AMERICAN SEVENTH AMY TROOPS 
HAVE CLEARED FORBACH AND HAVE OVERRUN A PRISONER OF WAR CAMP R E L E A S I N G 1200 RUS­
SIANS, CZECHS AND P O L E S . 

THE RAF S E N T MORE THAN 1100 BOMBERS OVER GERMANY DURING THE N I G H T . T H E I R MAIN 
TARGETS WERE THE RAIL YARDS *T GHEIVMTZ. AND AN OIL PLANT NEAR L E I P S I G . B E R L I N WAS 
HIT FOR THE 1ATH N I G H T IN SUCCESSION. RAF LANCASTERS IN D A Y L I G H T YESTERDAY BOMB­
ED A GERMAN OIL P L A N T HT GELSENKIRCHEN . TODAY, A STRCNG FORCE OF RAP H E A V I E S HIT 
A BENZOL P L A N T NEAR MUNSTER. 

R U S S I A : 
MARSHALL ZHUKOV'S R I G H T F L A N K HAS DRIVEN INTO THE ODER ESTUARY AND THE REDS 

HAVE REACHED THE ODER AT SEVERAL POINTS SOUTH OF S T E T T I N . RED ARmY TANKS ARE • • 
F A N N I N G OUT TOWARDS THE BIG PORT AT THE MOUTH OF THE ODER. ZHUKOV'S LINE IS A N ­
CHORED FROM P Y R I T Z IN THE SOUTH TO NAUGARD, ABOVE S T E T T I N . RUSSIAN LONGE RahGE 
ARTILLERY IS W I T H I N RANGE OF S T E T T I N AND RED aRTILLERY LS ALREADY POUNDING THE . 
OUTER FORTS OF S T E T T I N . THE GERMANS SAY THAT SOVLET TANKS a RE T R Y I N G TO SRRAK 
THROUGH TO THE LaGOCN BETWEEN S T E T T I N A N D T H E BALTIC- SEA. EAST OF S T E T T I N ZHUKOV'S 
TANKS HAVE STRUCK OUT TOWARDS THE GERMAN POCKET CUT OFF BY MARSHALL ROKOSSOVOSKY»S 
FORCES-. > ". ' • •" : 

L T A L Y ; " 
E I G H T H ARMY TROOPS HAVE CLEARED THE GERMANS FROM IUOST STRCNGPOLNTS Cti THE. EAS­

TERN BANK OF THE SENLO RIVER. AMERICAN FIFTH ARMY TROOPS HAVE EDGED CLOSER TO 
EOLOGNA IN THE UPPER RENO V A L L E Y . , . ' ' 

P A C I F I C ; ' " ' 
I N THE P H I L I P P I N E S T H E 4 JAP D I V I S I O N S i IGHTING-ON LUZON HAVE BEEN BROKEN UP 

INTO SEPARATE GROUPS AND DRIVEN I N T O THE M O U N T A I N S . T H E J A P S SAY THAT THE BATTLE 
O N - I d J I M A HAS ENTERED I T S D E C I S I V E STAGE AFTER AIVERICAN MARINES LAUNCHED A NEW 
A T T A C K . THE J APS NOW HOLD ABOUT 1/5 OF THE SMALL I S L A N D , ' , . ' / 
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F A C I F I C CONTINUED: 
UNITED KINGDOM AND I N D I A N TROOPS OF THE 1 4 T H ARMY WORKING AlITH AIRBORNE TROOPS 

HAVE MADE A L I G H T N I N G ADVANCE TO CUT THE M A I N SUPPLY L I N E S OF THE J APS DEFENDING 
THE MANDALAY AREA. SHERMAN TANKS LEAD AN ARMORED SPEARHEAD THAT DROVE 8 5 M I L E S 
ACROSS THE R O L L I N G P L A I N OF CENTRAL BURMA FROM THE BRIDGEHEAD ALMOST 100 M I L E S 
DOWNSTREAM FROM MANDALAY. AIRBORNE TROOPS WERE DROPPED I N THE M E I K T I L A AREA OF 
BURMA AND THESE TROOPS WORKING W I T H THE SPEARHEAD ADVANCING FROM THE IRRAWADDY 
BRIDGEHEAD TEAMED UP TO T A K E T H E M E I K T I L A GROUP OF 8 A I R F I E L D S AND THE TOWN OF 
M E I K T I L A I T S E L F . THE A L L L E D TROOPS OVERRAN SEVERAL JAP SUPPLY DUMPS « N D *RE 
ASTRIDE THE RANGOON-41 ANDHLAY SUPPLY ROUTE. T H I S NEW ADVANCE HAS RESULTED I N T H E 
CUTTING I N HALF OF A JAPANESE ARMY. AMERICAN TRANSPORT AND F I G H T E R PLANES TOOK 
PART I N THE- AIRBORNE OPERATIONS. 

THE 1 9 T H I N D I A N D I V I S I O N D R I V I N G CN MANDALAY FROM T H E NORTH WAS LAST REPORTED 
J U S T OVER 14 M I L E S FROM T H E B I G JAP BASE. 

DEVELOPMENTS I N BURMA; 


