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' • .GENERAL P A T T O N ' S T H I R D A R M I TROOPS D R I V I N G UP FROM T H E SOUTH THROUGH NORTHERN 
LUXEMBOURG, AND T H E SOUTHERN PART OF BELGIUM--HAVE iORCED A B I G DENT I N T H E S O U T H ­
ERN F L A N K OF. THE SERMAN S A L I E N T . A THIRD ARMY ARMORED COLUMN HAS BROKEN THROUGH 
TO RELIEVE THE AMERICAN H I S T AIRBORNE D I V I S I O N THAT HAD fiEEN HOLDING OUT AT 
BASTOGNEI THE AIRBORNE TROOPERS HAD HELD CUT AT BASTOGNE FOR MORE THAN A WEEK 
ALTHOUGH THEY WERE C U T O F F . S U P P L I E S , I N C L U D I N G AMMUNITION/ ' ' FOOD AND MEDIC AL 
S U P P L I E S HAD TO' BE IIQ'W I N TO THEM. THE CORRIDOR TO BASTOGNE HAS BE.EN WIDENED 
AND GROUND SOUTH AND -SOUTHWEST OF THE TO ® HAS SEIiF TAKEN . OTHER T H I R D ARMY 
tORCEs HAVE TAKEN SEVERAL V I L L A G E S ON BOTH, S I D E S o f T H E F R O N T I E R BETVJEEN L U X ­
EMBOURG AND BELGIUM AND THE TOWN OF ECHTERNACH HAS BEEN R E T A K E N . EAST OF ECHT-
ERNAUH; A M E M C A N - T H I R D ARMY FORCES - H A % T t E t o ^ THREE PLACES, 

i [ AMEffdCAN F I R S T ARMY TROOPS HAVE SURRQUNDED JAJ P A N 2 E R ' ' C 0 L W BETiffiRN ROCHEFORT 
AND C E i l E S . AT THE T I F OF THE NAZI SALIENT ' AND/TH&"G^OI 'AN5" ARE BEING ' H E A V I L Y 

POUNDED BY' A R T I L L E R Y , MORE THAN 1 0 0 0 PRISONERS HAVE ;BEEN'-TAKEN HERE. THE N A Z I S 
ABANDONED MUCH OF T H E I R EQUIPMENT I N C L U D I N G T A N K S . AT THE NORTHERN F L A N K ; OF H I S 
S A L I E N T , MARSHALL, RUNDSTSDT HAS BEEN MAKING-ATTACKS 3UT HAS GAINEC NO GROUND AND 
HE HAS SUFFERED HEAVY L O S S E S . - ' | 

FOR THE SEVENTH DAY RUNNING, AMERICAN HEAVY BOMBBRS IN4 SREAT STRENGTH «ERE 
OVER WESTERN GERMANY.' L A S T N I S H T , TWO SEPERATE FORCES OfeRAF HEAVY fi^)MS.R3 
STRUCK AT BOTTLENECKS ON GERMAN RAILWAY L I N E S I N WESTERN GERMANY. A FORCE OF 
B R I T I S H MOSQUITOS L A S T . N I G H T MADE A SWEEP OP THE BATTLEFRONT. I N DAYLIGHT Y E S ­
TERDAY MORE THAN 1 2 0 0 AMERICAN H&AVT BOMBERS PLASTERED 1 0 SUPPLY CENTERS BETWEEN 
THE R H I N E RIVER AND THE BATTLEFRONT. YESTERDAY" AlTERNOON B R I T I S H -HEAVIES j A T T ­
ACKED A , MARSHALLING YARD vAT COLOGNE. T A C T I U A L AlhFORGE PLANES WERE ROT OUT I N 
LARGE* NUMBERS ' YESTERDAY DUB TO THE POOR * L Y I N G CONDITIONS^ — " < 

SINCE' T H E B E G I N N I N G OF THE GERMAN COUNTERQFFRNSIVE I N T H E ARDENNES FOREST I T 
I S ...ESTIMATED TKATJ.THE GERMANS HAVE L O S T 700 P L A N E S . MORE THAN 500© V E H I C L E S AND 
AN E S T I M A T E D iOOO TANKS HAVE BEEN DESTROYED BY A L L I E D PLANES AND..GROUND"FORCES. 

R U S S I A: 
THE RUSSIANS ARE D R I V I N G I N T O BUDAPEST FROM THE- W E S T A N D T H E "EAST'. " R U S S I AN 

ASSAULT TROOPS ARE NOW ATTACKING THE I N N E R DEFENSES, OF T H E C I T Y . WEST OF-THE, 
HUNGARIAN C A P I T O L T H E . R E D ARMY HAS S«UNG-DOWN L I N T © / T H E BRQAD D A N U & V A L L E Y AND 
I S ' A D V A N C I N G ON .83TH-.SIDES"CF R "THE DANUBE HLVER TOWARDS - T H E AUSTRIAN BORDER. 
50-UTH OF THE R I V E R THE RUSSIANS WERE LAST R E P O R T E D ' 3 3 M I L E S FROM THE B I G COM-
MUI'TCAT-ION\cliNTEix OF GVOR_IN.,JESTERN HUNGARY NEAR THE AUSTRIAN BORDER. 

I T A L Y : ' " ' 
F I F T H ARMY TROOPS YESTERDAY MADE ANOTHER S L I G H T WITHDRAWAL I N T H E SERcRIO 

V A L L E Y NEAR THE 9f i$T COAST OF I T A L Y . THEY GAVE UP THE L I T T L E TOtN OF BARGA. 
TODAY T H E FIGHTING HAS D I E D DOWN I N THE V A L L E Y HND A C T I V I T Y A L L ALONG T H E FRONT 
I N ITALY HAS BEEN CONFINED TO P A T R O L L I N G . A L L I E D PLANES FROM I T A L Y YESTERDAY 
FLEW MORE THAN 2 6 0 8 SORTIES ATTACKING O I L AND R A I L TARGETS I N GERMANY, A U S T R I A 
AND CZECHOSLOVGKIA. THE GERMAN RADIO REPORTED ALLIED BOMBERS OVER SOUTHERN 
GERMANY TODAY. 

P A C I F I C ; 
GENERAL MACARTHUR 'S TROOPS ARE N O - I N COMPLETE CONTROL OF MlNDGRO I S L A N D . 

I N THREE ATTACKS ON CLARK F I E L D , , - A N I L A , ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 1W* J AP PLANES ','flLRE 
DESTROYED. 




