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FRANCE; 
INFANTRYMEN, T A M S AND ARMORED CARS OF THE FIRST FRENCH MOTORIZED DIVISION AFTEI 

A DRAMATIC D A S H ACROSS THE PLAINS OF ALSACE HAVE REACHED THE RHINE RIVER N E A R 
WHERE THE COUNTRIES OF FRANCE, GERMANY A N D SWITZERLAND COME TOGETHER. THE FRENCH 
CAPPED A 5C MILE ADVANCE I N FOUR DAYS BY REACHING THE RHINE AT DUSK LAST NIGHT 
N E A R THE Si 'JLSS BORDER OF BASLE. AS THE FttENCH TROOPS WERE DRIVING ACROSS THE 
ALSACE PLAIN AFTER BURSTING A L L THE WAY THROUGH THE BELFORT GAP THEY WERE GIVEN A 
WILDLY E N T O U I A S T I C WELCOME BY THE FRENCH PEOPLE THERE. OTHER FRENCH FORCES OF THE 
FIRST FRENCH ARMY WERE L A S T REPORTED TO B E LESS THHN I t MILES F R O M THE INDUSTRIAL 
CITY OF MULHOUSE. OTHER UNITS OF T H E FIRST FRENCH aRMY LAUNCHED M aLL OUT A S S -
AULT ON THE TOWN OF BELFORT THIS MORNING AND BY MID-MORNING THE FRENCH WERE F I G H T ­
ING I N T H E STREETS AFTER OVER-RUNNING THE OUTER DEFENSES • THE REMARKABLE ADVANCE 
HAS NOW TUaiED THE WHOLE OF THE LINE I N THE VOSGES MOUNTAINS AND FRENCH AND »MER-
i C i N TROOPS OF THE SEVENTH ARMY ARE CHASING THE RETREATING GERMANS THROUGH THE 
PASSES OF THE HIGH VOSGES AND ARE PRESSING ON TOWARDS THE HILLS ON THE EASTERN s m 
OF THE MOUNTAINS. THE ALLIED TROOPS HAVE TAKEN MOTHER I I VILLAGES I N THEIR DRIVE 
AND THE GERMANS THEMSELVES ADMITTED THAT AMERICAN T A N K S H A D BROKEN INTO THE IMPOR­
T A N T - TOW OF S A I N T D I E . - -

• • GENERA^ PATTON».S THIRD ARMY FORCES HAVE COMPLETELY ENCIRCLED THE FORTFfcSS OF 
METZ AND BITTER STREET FIGHTING I S GOING ON INSIDE: THE C I T Y . THE'AMERICANS NOW ' 
HOLD MORE THAN A THIRD OF '• THE C I T Y . NORTHEAST AND SOUTHEAST OF METZ," THE GERMANS' 
ARE RAPIDLY F A J LING BACK TOWARDS THE GERMAN BORDER. AND. ARE BEING HAMMERED NIGHT .. 
AND DAY BY THE AMERICAN A I R FORCE. THE GERMAN RADIO TODAY ADMITTED T H A T THE'WEHR-
MACHTIS FALLING BACK ON THE THIRD ARMY FRONT. NORTH OF METZ, AMERTCAN FORCES 
HAVE'CROSSED T H E GERMAN BORDER* A T ; SSVERAL PLACES. ' ONE SPEARHEAD HAS PENETRATED" '* 
F I V E MILES INTO GERMANY AND I S ONLY FOUR MILES FROM THE SAAR RIVER. SOME OF THE 
THIRD ARMY TROOPS I N GERMANY HAVE COME UNDER F I R E FROM GUNS OF THE SEJGFRIED L I N E . 
THE WHOLE THIRD ARMY FRONT NORTH OF METZ I S R A P I D L Y MOVING TOWARDS GERMANY CLOSE 
TO THE.SAAR B A S I N V - THE AMERICAN 10TH A R I ^ M ) ' D I V I S I O N A N D THE THIRD' CAV„1RY « R E ' 
T « ? OF THE UNITS KNOWN TO H A V E CROSSED 1 THE GERMAN- B O R D E R I N THE PAST'''12' H/iYS- OP' ;-
FIGHTING ON THIS SECTOR, 34,OtO PRISONERS; HuVE BEEN T ^ J K E N • ' ' 

THE AMERICAN F I R S T AND NINTHrARMIES ;-AND:-THE- BRITISH.. SICON]} ARMYH'AVE" ALL^'PUSHIIJ 1 

A H E A D I N GERMANY. PATROLS' OF THE r^MWdi^C:FIRST'-ii&KB1 '$M 'OUTSKIRTS W ^ S S c H W a l l 
ER LAST NIGHT. THE FIRST AND NINTH HAVE T A K E N ANOTHER SIX. TOWNS ON A L I N E BETWEEN 
THE TOWS'OF GEILENKIRCHEN AND. STQLBERG. BRITISH SECOND ARMY TROCPS AND TROOPS OF 
THE AMERICAN NINTH ARMY" HAVE" PUSHED' ON F't)R. TWO MILES PAST CAPTURED GEILENKIRCHEN, 
•KiE GERMANS ARE PUTTING UP'STIFF RESISTANCE ^ ALONG THE FRONT I N THE AACHEN SEC­
TOR* THE WHOLE GERMAN FRONT W E S T OF THE MA*S RIVER SEEMS TO BE LOOSENING AND BR­
I T I S H FORCES ARE ?vlTHIN F I V E MILES OF THE BIG TOWN OF VENLO. AMERICAN BOMBERS HAV 
COMPLETELY DESTROYED - ;THE--, • CENTERS O F THE SUPPLY T G ' W S . O F DUREN ^ D JULICH. T H E 
LUFTWAFFE SENT 70 PLANHS- OVER THE DUREN' AREA.YESTERDAY BUT THUNDERBOLTS QUICKLY' 
BROKE T H E M UP AND S H O T DOWN l3"»-> --ALTTED PLANES. F L E W MORE THAN 4 0 0 t SORTIES Y E S ­
TERDAY "IN SUPPORT OF' .THE-AlLIED A R M I E S . ' * ... V ... : . 

MORE 'THAN 1 4 0 FLYING FORTS TODAY. HiT . 'AN. O I L F . L A N T ' . A T , " O ^ E ^ E N K I R G H E N AND R A I L 
YARDS AT MUNSTER, OVER 700 FIGHTERS '"WENT A L O N G AS ESO>Rf ;AND STRAFED TARGETS' I N 
WES S I M GERMANY, 

GSNERaL DE GAULLE ANNOUNCED L A S T NIGHT THHT " F R A N C E WOULD HAVE A MUCH LARGER 
«FiMY I N EUROPE I N A FEW MONTHS T I M S . " 
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R U S S I A N . TROOPS I N HUNGARY HAVE M A D E MORE HEADWAY ON T H R E E S E C T O R S N O R T H E A S T OF 
•BUDAPEST. T H E GERMANS S A Y T H A T M A R S H A L L M A L I N O V S K Y I S U S I N G 3 5 I N F A N T R Y D I V I S I O N S 
I N T H E A T T A C K ON T H E HUNGARIAN ' G A F I T A L . T H E GERMANS S A I D THAT T H E R U S S I A N S H A V E 
BEEN H E A V I L Y A T T A C K I N G A L L A L O N G T H E HUNGARIAN FRONT TODAY. 

' S E V E R A L HUNDRED B R I T I S H PARATROOPERS H A V E BEEN DROPPED I N A L B A N I A T O H E L P F I G H T 
• W I T H T H E Y U G O S L A V P J R T I S A N S . 

E N G L A N D : " 
T H E GERMANS L A U N C H E D F L Y I N G BOMBS A G A I N S T E N G L A N D FROM O V E R T H E N O R T H SEA D U R I N G 

ffHE N I G H T . S E V E R A L OF T H E M I S S I L E S WERE- S H O T DOWN. 

I T A L Y ; 
B R I T I S H E I G H T H ARMY TROOPS HAVE A D V A N C E D S O U T H « N D S O U T H E A S T OF F A E N Z A . A M E R I -

. CAN H E A V Y BOMBERS A T T A C K E D O I L T A R G E T S I N T H E V I E N N A - A N D L I N Z AREAS OF. A U S T R I A Y E S ­
T E R D A Y F O R T H E F O U R T H D A Y R U N N I N G . M E D I U M BOMBERS WENT F O R T A R G E T S I N T H E PO 
V A L L E Y AND O T H E R H E A V I E S A G A I N BOMBED T H E B R E N N E R P A S S . L O N G RANGE IVUSTANG F I G H T * -
E R S M A D E A 1 0 0 M I L E SWEEP O F T H E AREA BETWEEN V I E N N A 'AND T H E HUNGARIAN BORDER AND 
S H O T UP 6 0 L O C O M O T I V E S . . 

P A C I F I C : 
. SINCE THE. LANDINGS ON LEYTE ISLAND, GENERAL MACARTHUR«S FORCES HAVE KILLED OR 

WOUNDED O V E R ' 4 5 , 0 0 0 J A P A N E S E . AMERICAN C A S U A L T I E S I N T H E SnME P E R I O D ARE U N D E R 
. 5 7 0 0 . T H E J A P S H A V E U S E D T A N K S I N T H E I R L A T E S T U N S U C C E S S F U L UTTEMPT TO BREAK •, 
THROUGH TO T H E T R A P P E D GARRISON AT O R M O C . 

C H I N E S E F O R C E S H A V E ' E N T E R E D BH,J© I N NORTHEASTERN BURMA A F T E R A L L I E D F I G H T E R -
BOMBERS HAD D I V E BOMBED THE T O W N * AiflSRIGaN W R T RSHIPS S O M E DAYS UGO S H E L L E D AN I S ­
L A N D 759 M I L E S S O U T H OF T O K I O . AMERICAN HEAVY BOMBERS F R O M C H I N A HAVE BOMBED T H E 
DOCK AREAS OF HONG K O N G . 


