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RADQUARTIERS 83D INFANTRY DIVISION
AFO 83, U. S, Army

29 August 1944

Decorations and Awards.

+ The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C. (Attn: Decorations and
iwards Branch).

1. Under the provisions of AR 600-45, the following named officers and en-
listed men of the 63d Infontry Division, and attached units, have been awarded ei-
ther the Silver Star Modal, Dronze Star Medal or Silver Star Medal ( Posthumous
Lward), as indicated:

SILVER STAR MEDAL (Posthumous Award)

Tschnical Sergesnt Walter P. Norskey, 31167792, Infantry, Company B, 331lst In-

fontry, United States Army. For gallanbry in acticn on 12 July 1944, at DBois Gre-
mont,; France. . 7, 28 acting platoon leader, personally led
his ren in an attack azainst four cnemy pill boxcs. Through individual encourage-
ment and disregard for his own safeby he so inspired his wen with confidence in
themsclves and in his lesdership thet they f£o1lowed him aggressively into withering
cnaiay fire. The attack was successful in knucking out cne pill box and in so dis-
organizing the enemy resistence that the batbalion was able to push through to its
objccbive with comparative casc. In the course of this action, Technical Sergeant
Norskey was fatally wounded., Tochnical Scrgeant Norskoy's conspicuous and valiant
lcedership was in kecping with the finest traditions of the milibary service. En-
tored military servics fron Massachusetts. Residence: Beldwinville, Mass.

SILVER STAR MEDAL . :

Tochnicion Fifth Gradc Rand-11 H, Ford, 35742932, Medical Department, 331st
Tnfantry, United Statces Army. For gallantry in action on 10 July 1944, at Sainteny,
Froncc, The medical section to which Technician Fifth Grade Ford was attached re-
meined in Sainteny to assist in caring for the wounded of encther battalion. - In
the course of the action an ambulance was knocked out, both drivers were wounded
and further injury was inflieted on the casunlties being transported. Disrcgarding
the oxtremely heavy srtillery fire, Techrnician Fifth Grade Ford, acting alone and
on his own initiative made his way to the injured and cvacuated them in his vehicle.
This conspicuous act of hunanity and courage was an inspiration to-2ll about him.
His heroie devotion to duby reflects creat credit upon himself and the finest trad-

En)

itions of the military servicc, BEntc

Frivate Flliec F. Moorc, 32306706, Field irtillcry, Compony A4, 8024 Tank Destroy
¢r Dattalion, United States Army. For gallantry in action on 1l August 1944, at
St, lizlo, France, In 2n attack against the village of St. Malo, the attacking in-
fantry was withdrawn behind an cstablished bemb line to await a friendly bombing
attock. Enomy artillery firc was cbserved coming from the north side of the forti-
fication being attacked. Realizing that this fire would scriously hold up the
scheduled infantry attack following the bombing, Private lioore voluntarily advanced
with an officer and an enlisted man to an exposed position forward of the bomb line
to man a three inch gun. Vhen this gun was destroyed by enemy fire, they moved to
the rear, secured another gun, pulled it into position with a quarter ton truck and,
despite being subjected to concentrated encmy artillery fire, succeeded in neutral-
iging the enemy position. ivate lioore's heroic action reflects great credit upon
himself and the finest traditions of the military service. Intered military serv-
ice from Texas,

First Licutenant Clarence 0. Pratt, 0-34295L4, Infantry, Company K, 331st Infan-
try, United States Army, ior gallantry in action during the period 7 August 1944
to 12 August 1944, in Brittany, France. Lieutenant Pratt displayed outstanding de-
votion to duty and conspicuous bravery in leading his company in the attack against
the city of St. Malo. The entire action was carried out. under extremely heavy en-—
emy small arms and artillery firec. Although severely wounded, he carefully direct-
od the advance of his men and materially assisted the advance of the entire battal-
jon. WUis horoic devotion to duty reflects great credit upon himself and the finest
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Tor o TAG, 29 August 194}, sub: Decorations and Awards

traditions of the military scrvice. Bntered military servicc from New 103y

Staff Sergsant Charlcs H. Riehards (then Technician Fourth Crade). 30307%:5,
Infantry, Service Company, 33ist Infantry, United States Army., For gallantny W
action on 4 July 1944, ncar Carcntan, France. ‘Staff Sergeant Richards, then ceov-
- ns stenographer and guard to the regimerhal commander, volunteered to vadcr-
Jkc to complete the communienticn line between tho regimental observabion and
comnand posts. With anobther cnlisted man, hs made his way back from the obzerva-
tion post approximatcly onc-half mile, found the linc and rcturncd to the observ-
ation post, completing the communication. Throughout this action the arca Was oe-
ing subjected to intense cncmy iling and smoli arms fire. Staff Scrgeant Eich-
-rds!- conspicuous devobtion to duh] ~cflects great credit upen himself and the fin-
ost traditions of the military scrvice. Entered military service from Pennsylvania

Scrgeant Wayne H. Sayder, 32047569, Ficld Artillery, Company A, 8024 Tank De-
stroyer Battalion, United Stabes Army. For gailontry in action on 11 August 1944,
at St. Malo, Francc. In 2n atback against the village of St. Malo, the attacking
infantry was withdrawvn bchind an cstablished borb linc to await » friendly bomb-
ing attack. Enemy artillery firc was observed coming from the north side of the
fortification being =ttacked. Realizing that this fire would scriously hold up
the scheduled infantry attack following the bombing, Scrgeant Snyder voluntarily
advanced with an officer and on enlisted man to an cxposed position forward of the
bomb linc to man a threc ineh gun. Vhen this gun was destroyed by enemy ey
they moved to the rear, sccurcd another gun, pulled it into position with a quart-
cr ton truck and, despibtc being subjected to concentrated cnemy artillery fire,
succceded in neutralizins the cnemy position. Sergeant. Snyder!s heroic action
rcflects great credit upon himself and the finest traditions of the military ser-
vice. FEntered military sorvice fram New York.

Captain Jean M. Varda, 0-413637, Infantry, Company A, 802d Tank Destroyer
Battalion, Unitcd States Army. For gallanbry in ~ction on 11 August 1944, at St.
Mole, France., In an atbock agninst the village of St. Malo, the attacking infan-
try was withdrawn bchind an ostablished bomb linc to await o friondly bombing at-
tack., Encmy artillery £irc was obscrved coming from the north side of the forti-
ficabion being attacked. Rcolizing that this firc wiould seriously hold up the
scheduled infantry attack following the bombing, Captain Vorda voluntarily ad-
vonced with two enlisted men to an oxposced position forward of the bomb lire to
mon o threc inch gun. When this gun was destroysd by enemy fire, they moved to
the rear, sccurcd anothcr gun, pulled il into positien with a quarter ton truck
and, despite being subjected to concentrated enemy artillery firc, succeeded in
neutralizing the cnemy position. Captain Varda's heroie action reflects great
credit upon himself and the fincst traditions of the militory scrvice. Entered
military service from New York.

IRONZE STAR 1EDAL

Teehnical Sergeant Frank J. Horvath, 33369060, Infantry, Company K, 331st
Infantry, Unitced States Army. For moritorious service in action against the en-
cmy on 8 August 1944, at Parome, France. While leading his platoon in its ad-
vance through the town of Porome, Technical Sergeont Horvath came upon a large
concrchbe dugout occupied by the enemy. Taking threc volunteers to cover him, he
~dvanced to the door of the dugout and demanded the surrender of the enemy. Upon
recoiving no response he procecded alone to an inner door, was fired upon and
severely wounded in the left leg. Decspite his wound he continued to lead his
platoon until the dugout was taken along with seventeen prisoners. His fearless
leadership and devotion to dubty were an inspiration to his men and merit the high-
ost praisc. FEntered military service from Pennsylvania.

2. The above decorations and awards have bcen announced in General Orders
No. 32, Headguarters 83d Infantry Division, 29 August 1944.

For the Commanding General:

R. G. HARRELL,
Lt Colonel, AGD,
Adjutant General.
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