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YANKS BREAK STRONG
NAZI COUNTER-ATTACK

One of rthe strongest STt counter-attacks launched
west of the Rhine in a last desperate attempt to stem the
Ninth Army’s drive toward the last great barrier to the
heart of the Reich was smashed last week some pine miles
south of Neuss in the vicinity of Kapellan on the Erft canal.

Dutch Trea? s

Said tte Dutel Editor to
the Americant General—
"Congratulations on winning
the race to the Rhine, and
here’s your newspaper and
ours o vrove it.

Sajd the Gencral to the
Editor— "Many thanks and
congratulations on  your
scoop in being the first free
European newspzper in any

Rhme Brldgés;Blown’
As 83rd Hits River

BY HAL BOYLE, AP
S ON RHINE—Three and a half tons of enemy plinted
dynamite blasted three great bridges on the Rhine as the last
German defenders on the western banks ran across one span

ymen,

A company of infa
ar-,xll/‘ry st

.,0 cut “he main supp‘v route to

the .forward ‘elements of

bridges. Seven - Tigers

and artlllery, while the air sup-
port claimed the destruction of
30 more of an ed. 50,

ded Rola:

ann o{ Lancasmer, Omo had
cleaned out the town of Ka-
pellan on the Erft Canal and
were blocking the right flank
for the armored columns’ ad-
vance morth. On Friday at 0500
intensive shell fire poured into
the town. The company was
completely surrounded by Jerry
tanks and infantry. Tanks were
even seen on the open field the
company had crossed the mor-
ning before. AIl avenues of
communications and supplies to
the trapped infantrymen were
covered. The doughs got ready.

Lt Donaldson Robbins, 908th
FO from Salt Iake City, began
his dash from one post to

the
83rd, busy punching their way
to Neuss and the Dusseldorf
were
knocked out by TDs, bazookas

Richardson of Dmon

another directing artillery fire
The 643rd TDs were ¢
Hemmerden

TANKS ARE' HIT

d from; -

language to ‘veach the
Rhine.”
And so two imicrnational

firsts in fighting and writing

Several 736th tanks were dug| - Were sealed ame delivered
in across the road from the first| by Major General Robert C.
platoon, Jed by Lt Sylvester Macon of 33rd  and

Smith of Medina, N.Y.

ifle
th a ri

SC. and
Pvt Modesto Ojeda of Kansas
City, Mo. blew up another with
bazooka rockets. Again Ojeda
walbed for one of the attacking
tanks to roll fairly close. With
three well-aimed bazooka
rounds, he knocked it out. The
platoon then withdrew for more
favorable positions. They ran
into Jerry infantry, killed 20 and
took 13 prisoners.

At the western end of town,
the second platoon, under Lt
Val Winters of St Louls was
faced with Jerry infantry to
their rear and left flank. The
GIs opened up:. The Nazis scat-
tered and began to work their

(Continued on page 2)

This Way, Sir...

i

der, and

General Dwight W.

William H, Simpson, Ninth Army

e e the way to the Rhine is Major General Robert
Division was the

o'-m"hﬁ. (Photo by Brouhard).

Comal

ﬂruhnuhlhovull

The
platoon 'CP was shclled, Some
of the men took cover in nearby
ack-ack pits. Pyt Roman Perez
of Ga}vwfou, Tex.. knocked the
 tréick of;

ccken of

Corhmltfed
From Fgrsf

Three German vi l%gu north-
west of Julich werefthe first to
fall to the 83rd Divi§ion, within
48 hours after the Mitial ‘cross-
ing of the Roer River

The 330th Infongry, which
was attached to the 28th Di
ion for the operation, cros
the Roer on an engineer con-
structed pontoon brdge on the

night of Feb, 24th;Enemy ar-
tillery and mortarsfell sporad-
ically and C.rmanjair activity
also hampered operations as
the crossing was Made under
the light of a full mMoon.

Relief of elements of the
115th Infantry of t1i@ 29th Divis-

ion was completed by midni
and on Sunday
the second and t
launched a co-or
‘The: third batta
village of Patter
second bat
the nearby t

the

while
n omashed Into
if Mersch.

Early in lln [t@noon the
first- battal wil committed
and launched ault  on
the viliage of Mu ree miles
northwest of Julich. By dusk
three-quart the village
had been clearc< and only &
few snipers werd holding up
complete cc ol of the town

All three alions were
supported in the't assaults by
the FA Bl

Eagle Scout. .

Another medal h

heen

added to the collection of
75 Clarence Van Laanen of
Seattle, Wash. Jo4D pilot for
Biry D, 453rd AAA Bn, he

holds the Bronze Star, Purple
Heart and three battie stars
The new bangle €ame in a
package from home, an Eagle
Scout medal he had earned
but not received. Now he's
wondering on which side of
the Good Conduct ribben te

into historic I Idorf.
wing of the bridge
self mmmuv v an
lwh command thaf b
for the Rhineland hl; b(.r‘n
and that the legenda
which every Teuton loves Tt it
reported to ha', P!
become again the western{ ¢on ¢
pe of explosives in concrete
fronL.;xrn;)i “‘eoﬂh’;“‘“‘;“‘“‘: pier spaces left hollow for just
In: cordon of | sych an emergency when the
trusted troops fought for hours bridge was built in 1929, Wires
0 hold up the 83rd Division | 5 this dynamite cache were

GERMANS TOUCHY
But the G
neers got a

pressing to gain one railroad | 5uig to be set beneath r.hreeim
g]nd two great bridges | of. solid

B0 that
gateway into of
hinterland
STRONGLY DEFE!

They had
weapons and 2
guns, and across the rive
man artillery emplaced i
seldorf gave them strong
porting fire
It wasn't © enough. Three
L()\l\l’hl)(n regiments—the 329th,

st—ithrottled this
al suburb of 60,000 and
ndreds of prisoners a
they neared thelr bridge goals.
One Ifalian, who

STOP ‘X HICLE TRAFFIC

officer

0130 that
(Continued on page 4)

blow the main I
at 0500 hours that r

To The Rhine...

s
is one of the first 83rd doug
his i the picture Herr Goebbols
rsion of the watch on

And here, guarding the pme

Hitler's lasg river line.
::l:lm::lld never be taken — & T-nkec ye
the Rhine, (Pignal Corps Photo]
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OLE FABLE

St

prisoner
83rd Recon Gls and stood up
betore Capt Heister Drum of
Mifflinville, Penn. Picked up by
Sgt. Lawrence L. Markin of Ur-
bana, Ohio, Tec 4 Adrian R.
Haynes of Newcast'e, Ind.. Tee
5 Harry L. Brown of Middle
town, Ohio and S:8gt Donald
H. Walbel of Carbondale, Penn.,
tain,
rupted by the untimely arrival
of the Americans. Tearfully he
pleaded to be permitted to -e-
malin free three more days, then
his furlough would be over, and
he would gladly give himself
up. After all, it was his first
furlough in six years.

The captain got red,in the
face, 'drew e deep breath #nd
blurted: "Take him away!”

A Nazi superman turned up
at the 308th Medics' clearing
station in Elfgin the other day
~— hale, hearty, happy and hung-
ry- No wound — no tag — mno
fever. He just wanted to surren-
der. Questioning revealed he had
fallen asleep in a hayloft the
night before and awoke in the
morning to find himself the
fone defender of the town. The
red cross looked pretty good
from where he sat, and break-
s n N ) S——

g the 308th were
T'Sgt Walter T. Sokolski, S/Sgt
John J. Kusic and Tec 5 Harry
Vitow,

Bemedaled Ist Lt Forrest R.
Norris of Chicago has an im-
list of firsts. He made
first lieutenant from S/Sgt in
six months, was the first non-
com liaison pilot in 83rd Divar-
ty to get a battlefield commis-
slon and later was also first to
get the Alr Medal; and was
awarded the first Oak Leaf
glnn's‘:;r t,fo hisbmr Medal for a
of combat 1i:
bl t liaison flying
He may wear a second cluster
to the Air Medal for conspicu-
ous work in France and Lux-
embourg ‘and has enough
flights for a third, but it hasn'*
z:;el:een published in a general

- VTN
- e o o ilnig 2 s S ﬂ\\t‘b
“ s - ety - < P
In the of Bedburdyck, Pfc James Modafferi of Lake-
R— ; . )

prisoner. He was furned over to

view, Ohio, - - gun-atop
No 7 half-track of C Btry, 453cd
AA Bn when he saw an ME 109
zooming in low. Being of a prac-
tical nature, he decided he didn't
want to be strafed.

Flipping the catch off the
quadruple-mounted M-51 ma-
chirie gun, he cocked one éye
and let go 700 rounds. The plane
wobbled, started to stream
smoke and finally dropped be-
hind a knoll. That was the last
Modafferi saw of that phase of
the Luftwaffe.

A Jerry captor becoming the
captive of an American captor
who had previously been the
American captive of the Jerry
captor is the story of S/Sgt John
Ruch, a second battalion aid
man from the 331st Infantry.

Driving toward a crossroads
which “had been zeroed in by
fire from Nazi tanks, Ruch took
cover in a building being used
for the same purpose by several
other GIs and a German prison-
er. When the firing ceased the
riflémen continued forward and
left the Jerry prisoner with the
aid man. Before Ruch  could
return with his prisoner Jerries
entered the house and took him

German who had formerly
been an American prisoner for
evacuation to the rear Shortly
after leaving with the Jerry,
Ruch, who speaks German, per-
suaded the former American
prisoner to revert to his former

German tank

cation by a
rounds from

the Jerries
only t0 be
riflemen who
untll the last
platoon was-
the rest of

Kenneth Hill

Hemmerden
platoon’s plig
also receiving
and men of re,
preparing to
sible attack

in another p;

peared me
men on the

heard, thq
and finishef
attackers.

was dire

been killed by,

lents approaching
r

doughs
poff the last of the

op

to their lo-
i A féw

moment. But the
n_cut off from

tell of their
. This town was
barrage of 88s,
tal hqrs were
e off any pos-
ly on them.

Meanwhile @/Sgt Carl Han-
sen’s third plateon was fighting

of town, sur-

rounded by -gnemy tanks and
infantry By this time, P-47s
were on the seene. Nothing ap-

autiful to the

on American
up the MSR to

location ~was
e 908th FA, and
"On the way” was
went - out

status and the two
made :heir way back to
battalion CP. .

fylly
the

When enemy shells began
hitting in their vieinity, Sgt
Charles B. Reed, Recon Troop
mess sergeant fromr Rockford,
I, and Tec 5 Walter Albrecht
of Flushing, L.1., ducked into a
cellar.

They were near an air vent
and could hear German civil-
lans talking on the street. Al-
brecht, who spouts German
fluently, reports the only topic
of conversation was Hit'er
and he was getting an adequate
cussing. J

GILBERT .

v SetNS.Firrires

o

T "He says he was first af the Rhina "

Divisio
Holds'

Roer;

crossing of 't!
doughboys of
Infantry Diy
tillery battali
Belgium to G
part in the
concentration
ch and @
nts on the
river. :
When the :
committed ax

became the
unit to cross
in support o
doughboys. 4
To the
distinction

pulled into &
small town o
forward obser
Within a few
OP across
sighted.  USi
with a high/
battalion
rounds)

the first L\I{“
Army to fir

the 20th Diyisio

11} o

Artillery
Firsts On
And Rhine

Several &}\ prior to the

Roer River by
29th and 30th

ns, all 83rd ar-
ons moved from
many. They took
“45 minute

which = leveled
her enemy strong
astern side of the

e

th Infantry was

83rd artillery
e Roer and fire
Colonel Foster's

FA Bn goes the
being the first
unit to fire across
T, The battalion
»osition near the
Epsendorf and
s were sent out.
hours &n enemy
e Rhine was
charge seven
of fire, the

z1¢

one volley (12
is belleved to be
h

the Ninth
River.

jon
the

{ Paris,

has

officer,
with his spare~

barber shop.
puck privates
hear” satis-
day he clipped
in three coun-
Holland . and

Leads Co‘rpsA... 330th RADIO
B MEN NEARLY
CALL EERLlN

The lightning advance of the
83rd Division to the banks of
the Rhine through Neuss provi-
ded one bunch of GIs with the
most attractive conditions for
fighting they had ever experien-
ced. Radio operators of the 3rd

before, operated their sets from
overstuffed Morris chalrs in
cehtrally-heated rooms, In ad.
dition there were electric ligh!
hot (If ersatz) coffee, even the
telephones were in working or-
dep unlilihe CIC cut the cable
‘& Tew hours later, S
COZY QUARTERS

‘While assault troops of the
bagtdllon Were mopping up Naz{
resistance a few blocks awa.,
the CP group moved intg an
apartment house to

GENERAL McLAIN
LAUDS DIVISION

"They're a swell outfit, Iast
moving smart and willing;
they’ll do anything that’s as-
ked and do it well. They didn't
lose momentum once in the

hard drive to the Rhine.” tem seb up a
’ porary headquarters, The
That's the opinion of Major | radio men dr‘cwg 1:’1;"4‘ i
General Raymond McLain, XIX | gyite, e

Corps Commander, under who-
se command the 83rd streaked
to the Rhine after the Ninth|ang
Army break-through last week. | raq' »
The feelings of General|of Bla
McLain toward the Division zre | gyy5 ¢,
of no small consequence, be- | .~
cause after. seeing some of the 2
hardest fighting In both tr
first and second world wars
is m a position to judge
merits of a division.
SERVED IN FIRST WAR
During the last war he came |,
overseas with the 36th Division + -
35°& heavy weapons.company | 5,40 ,'2¢, phone  and  calied
commander, after NAving IiSed | posier whose home is in Cum~
to the rank of captain from 2| perjany Center, Maine, “Lights
buck private stationed as a

= were on in the place, there was
guard along the Mexican bor-~| too4 on the table; why they bad

| BELLO BERLIN
"It gave me a gtrange feeling
think that I could have pick~

der. He participated in the . T 1

Reims, Verdun, Suippes and :_:Pn it appitie hisekdu; S

Aisne campaigns. e wraa st ver
Recalled. -to. active, duty: 1o | naa to o ettt ks

1940 he was named Artillery
Commander of the 45th Division
and fought in the Sicilian and
Itallan campaigns. He came to
Normandy soon after D-Day as
artillery commander of the 30th |
Division. In July ot 1944 he [D
took comand of the 90th Divis- Ia
ion and in - October became
Commanding General of the |——
XIX Corps. In addition to|
holding the DSC with an Oak |
Leaf Cluster, he has also been |
awarded the Silver Star.
DOUGHS ARE TOPS

His. admiration for the dough-
boys is unlimited. "They haye
had the toughest job and|
they have shown they can take |
it, "he says. "Th® men of this |
war can go home and tell their
Dads that while the old man |
went into the line for two or|
three weeks in the last war,
and came out for a rest, son
John was put in and stayed
for the auration.”

General McLain feels
when an outfit gains an object
ive and consolidates it, they |
should be given a chance to
rest a while and have a unit
pass through them. "It's only
fair to the doughs,” he states, |
"and they can do a better job;
on the next assignment T give
them.”

so I could hear my c gns,”
was Pfc Jimmy Eaton’s reaction
to_life on the German home
front,

per Dandy...

Be Back Later ||
— ‘l

}

Loaded with deughs from Co
B of the 331st Infantry, fmlr‘
M18s, under Lt C. W. Jewell ;.\(“
the 643rd TD Bn attached to |}
the 83rd, roared through the |
deserted streets of Neuss, Heerdt
and Oberkassel early
morning of the histor
March to reach the approache.
of the newly wrecked Skagerrak
Bridge at 0200 and e
their elaim to a Rhine first.
The Wehrmacht and German
civilians slept through ‘it all,
put the small unit decided they
coukin't hold the place alone,
so they withdrew and came
back in stréength at daylight to
take and hold the ground,

“This is what a big baby looks
like in the new diaper swim
suit. Poised for the plunge is
Senorite Yvonne  De Carlo,
screen Salome. The line forms
on the left for Daddies with
dry diapers,  (Uniyersal Photo)




~ Dext minute they looked down
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Task Force

Plays Hide

It was a slick plece of night
“work and a breathless game of
”Guess Who" in the dark when
the doughs of the 3rd Battalion,
330th Infaniry, and Company A
of the 736th Tank Bn hooked up
to form Task Force Schuster,
under Lt Col George M. Schus-
ter of Merberton, Penn., to

the G
at Oberkassel, a suburb of Dus-
seldorf west of the Rhine.

Jumping off in a surprise
move under cover of darkness,
infantry and tanks plus a pla-
toon of TDs from the 643rd
Tank Destroyer Bn moved from
nearby Neuss into that portion
of Dusseldorf just north of the
big heok in the Rhine. Passing
through the enemy, they reach-
ed a point just a few blocks
from the river without discov-
ery >
THE LAST WEIL

Enemy troops discovered the
presence of the Yanks much t0o
late. For the most part, discov-
ery came when the GIs chal-
ienged the unsuspecting Ger-
mans -With a clicking of heels
and a snap of the arm upward,
they replied "Hell Hitler.” That
was the wrong answer, and the
PW rolls grew.

Arriv: &t 0430 hours, the
doughs and tankers took up po-
sitions and waited develop-
ments. German soldiers leisur-
ely strolled through the streets,
laughing and singing.’ Some
carried bazookas they were
never able to use. Obviously
none were aware that Americans
were in_the . Civilians
coming

. o €0 e B TS :
lost when one civilian slipped
through to sound the alarm on
a siren .

~ Tec 5 George Thomas of Bir-
mingham, Ala, gunner in one
o the tanks, took a fancy to
the German's rep’y when chal-
lenged. A former professonal
wrestler and general rough and
tumble character, Thomas
strol! into the street and
bumped into a couple of doughs,
Stopping to chat with them,
the three heard a group of
German soldiers approaching,
laughing and singing.

TANKER TRIES
The doughs asked Thomas if

he wanted . to challenge them.
His answer was prompt and to
the point. “Hell, yes.” Stepping
into ‘the street, he called "Halt.”
The Krauts clicked heels and
"heilled”. That was that. The

the bore of a tommy gun and
‘were herded into the coop. Tel-
of it, Thomas said
forf the Kraut with the
0 ‘The others just stood
_ with their mouths open
. It was easy.”
sed with his success,
tried it again. In

]

Schuster
And Seek

Vl’ifh Nazis In Dark

utes he nabbed 15 Krauts.
Capt Leo J. McCarthy, Balti-
more, Md., commanding Com-
pany A of the 736th, had much
the same experience  with a
comic twist. Spylng a German
soldier on a bicycle, McCarthy
shouted “Halt” as he neared.
Pedaling furiously the German
threw up his hand and shouted
“Heil Hitler.” That was all
MeCarthy wanted " and he
blazed away. The Kraut took off
from his bicycle without stop-
pﬁngl on run-
ning“and shouting "Kamerad"
The shot had missed the Kraut,
but he was taking no chances.
NAZIS SLAUGHTERED
Surprise led to the erasing
of one entire group of Germans.
Doughs were walking along the
right side of a street. A group
of men came down the other
In a column of twos. Everyone
took them for civilians. Then

an = enterprising. BAR man
pegged them for Krauts. Tanks
sighted machine guns, and

BARs cut loose.

enemy, but of wi
his soldiers cannot leve on
the battletield, thatds, beat the
German soldiers | hand-to-
hand fighting, he tri€s to achie-
ve by terrorizing helpless wo-
men and childeen. *
Dissatisfaction in the Ameri-
can and British public necessi-
tes these measures, o divert
attention from the ursuccessful
land fighting.

In the face of all $hese things
our own difficulties Jose some
of their threatening character.
Today our own troubles have
dwindled down to normal mea-
sure.

Whole regiments of U. S. sol-
diers in France are deserting
and pitched battles are being
fought with the MPS, with de-
serting French ‘hirelings’ and
with the new national resist-
ance movement. x

To Col Edwin C Crabill's 329th
Infantry fell the task of seizing
the eity. of Neuss and the rail-
road bridge linking that city of
60,000 with its larger neignbor
east of the Rhine, Dusseldorf
Employing two battalions a-
breast in the initial jump-off
from the high ground adjacent
10 objectives, the city fell to
o R Ols 5
bridge ' was denied our troops
when the enemy demolished 1t
as the riflemen drew near 1ts
western approaches.
ASSAULT STARTED
Detrucking south and west of
Neuss, Lt Col Tim O. Cook’s Ist
Bn opened its frontal assault on
the city early in the afternoon
of March 1st, ‘skimming the
outskirts ‘of Loveling, then in
the hands of other 83d dough-
boys and armor elements of an-
other unit. An important cross-
road covered by enemy tank
and self-propelled gun fire re-
presented the first resistamce
encountered. Cook’s doughs in-
filtrated past this strongpoint
without waiting for the enemy
weapons to be neutralized snd
continued on towards town
moving down aditch paralleling:
a railroad track. Fire from
Neuss temporaily detained the
1st Bn and the advance was
halted for thé remaining hours
of daylight in the vicinity of a
rallroad-highway crossing.

NAZIS RESIST

After dark the attack was
continued but again halted In

329th Spearheaded Y ank
Attack_ That Took Neuss|

failled to gain ground as Ger-
man bazookas and matic
weapons denied our troops en-
trances into town.  With. all
rifle companies heavily reinfor-
ced by automatic weapons, Cook
launched his final
ing the wee hour:
lowing morning,

Several- hou
John - C. Speedie launghed an
attack toward the covefed rail-
road bridge with his 3@ Bn. In
the face of dug-in eé;

was located on th
tern edge of N
pany adyanced ¢
it was stopped by en
and machine gun {1
then employed his (
boys by infiltrati
a cut near tI
leading direc

MARCHING FIRE

My 20 mm

Speedie
L dough-
ém a‘ong

the face of an enemy defense
line on the outskirts of the ob-

Jectiva. A new . assault @t 2100 than+300 prisofers.’

As they approached the
erest of a hill overlcoking the
Rhine, the riflemen deviated
from their initial tactles end
continued the < by use ot
marching fi s well proven
method was ¢ highly suc-
eS8, @ doughs
to gain the appr nes to the
pridge and, simultancously, the
banks of the river, but Eheir ef-
forts were somewhat thwarted
when the alert G 18 deton-

ared char-

thet prized

eless die’s in-

fantrymen were De con-
soled by the captur more

| to the Rhin

. Pavel

Gallagher' Covers 83rd Front

Here is Wes Gallagher, crack war correspondent of the Ase
sociated Press, who is responsible for telling several million Amer-
on was the first to reach the Rhine

icans &h.’l! the 83rd Div
after the Ninth Army break-through. Gallagher was one of the
first war correspondents to arrive at the 83rd CP after the Divi-

sion reached the Rhine. The first story was received in New York
on Friday morning and appeared in all of the major evening
papers throughout the country. Later dispatches, illustrated ‘with
Wirephoto pictures, were used in the Saturday mogning papers.
These services gave the folks back home coverage by more than
an newspapers on the 83rd’s history-making dash

r-old Gallagher is one of the best known war cor=
respondents covering the European front. He has worked for the
Associated Press for eight years — five of them overseas as a
war correspondent. Before active participation in the current:
war by the United States llagher covered the campaigns in
the Balkans and wrote subsequent stories on the Greek-Italian
struggle.

Prior to the invasion of the continen
year, he was in charge of the AP bureau at SHAEF in England.
‘He landed with the First Army and after serving with General
Hodges' men for a few months was transferred to General Patton’s
Third Army troops. Gallagher came to the Ninth Army in Novem-
ber where he has written some of the best stories of the war,
including the arrival of the 83rd on the Rhine. *

Gallagher’s post-war plans include a return engagemeng in
the Balkans as AP representative and foreign correspondent.

He is a native of Santa Cruz, Cal, and a graduate of the

University of San Francisco and Louisjan te University.

The 3:

t on June 6th of last

and the Pirates”

by Milton Caniff, creator of "Terry

FER ME! GEEZST,
L KIN HARDLY WAIT/

. W SERGEANT, CALL
IN THAT MAN WHO'’S
YAPPING ABOUT

ROTATION ...

LOOK,SOLDIER, T KNOW THIS PLACE
16 NO PARADISE OF THE PACIFIC,
BUT YOU'D BETTER FORGET THAT
ROTATION STUFF — BECAUSE IT
MAY BE A LONG TIME BEFORE

YoU CAN BE SENT HOME ...

4

VBUT/SIR, Y/GOT ME WRONG !
IF YoU WOULD S0 KINDLY
| (TEP OUT HERE A MINUTE...

Wh

irl it all End>

COPIA §
(The HIPY' N
EBRICAZ 2
MAMAPSCARA




ﬂewbury, 8. C,

Lered
BOMBARDIER FALLS IN RHINE,
- REACHES 83rd LINES SAFELY

(Sketch by Firfires)

Bailing out ot his shattered bomber, he ﬂontc(.I duw:}
amidst enemy fire—into the Rhine. His heavy flying suit

and boats weighed him down i
shore, still under fire, he lay

n the water. Struggling to the
exhausted for a few minutes,

then climbed the bank and sought the safety of a barn,
unaware he was in American-held Germany.

. That was part of the exper-
iences had by Sgt. Jerold E.
Wood of Boston, Mass,, @ Flying
Fortress bombardier with: the
487th Bomber Group, who kept
hidden two days thinking he
was 30 miles inside Germany.

Finally stumbling on a patrol

.of Co F, 330th m(am,ri‘;.hgom}
oL Sgt. Paul E. Blal 0

Pvt Michael

Galzinski of Sacramento, Calif.
and Pyt Herman E. Fox of
Seagorilla, Tex., he thought they
were Jerries Their outfit had
taken the area the day before.
A crew of nine started out
from England lasi Saturday
bound for a raid on northeastern
Germany near Berlin.’ At the
larget, a communications center,
they-made their bomb run at
1030 hours but were attacked
by jet-propelled fighters from
the rear. Two engines were
knocked out and the plane lost
altitude, leaving the formation.

Then they got fighter support
from P-51s and the crew began
dumping overboard-flak suits,
guns, ammunition and every-
thing they could lay hands on.
Then came the order to ball
out. Wood and the navigator in
the Lose of the bomber pounded
%o no avall on the escape hateh,
which was damaged. The order
was countermanded as the pro-
peller bit deeper into the air,

But the waist and tall gunners,
ball turret gunner and radio
man had jumped. Wood went
to the walst and continued to
throw .stuff overboard.

“About an hour later we again
got_the order to ball out”, he
‘sald. "We thought the plane was
about 30 miles insfde German
lines. As it was, I landed right
in the middle of the Rhine river.
1 went under several times.
Weighed down by my electri-
cally-heated flylng = sult, 1
thought sure I'd drown,

"T swam to the bank and got
rid of the wet clothes and shoes.
The Nazis began firing at me on
the bank, where I lay a while
all tired out,

"I couldn’t have moved, even
though hullets were hitting
close, I thought this was enemy
territory and crawled up the
:ﬁep :;on:;l&ud bank and got

. Yy stopped
shooting. Bee A barn, I en-
tered and crawled into the hay
‘to hide and ":‘ warm, -

' e barn, blow!

The 1001 0ff, 20 1 went 1nto & ook
and stayed

morning I heard people talking
and left, going to some<*woods,
where I hid that day and night.
The next day I left.

"It was cold, but I had found
& burlap bag in thé root cellar
and wrapped strips of it around
my feet. Walking about two
miles, I saw the patrol from the
330th that picked me up. I was
sure at first they- were Germans
and would take me prisoner.
A lot of civilians were on the
streets, I avoided them, And I
supposed all the Nazi troops
were up front. I had planned
to walk to the Americ lines
miles away—you fellows must
have- advanced 30 miles while 1
was on the way down In my
chute!”

Dear Chay

There a when I really
don't realige how much I love
you. I W“z‘t 818" house the
other da: her husband
asked abogt you, he's very in-
terested i because he used
to be in th himself. When
I told him you were a rifleman
with the g3rd Infantry Dlvision,
he heaped 80 much praise on
you that I'don’t know where to
begin. Hel made me feel very
embarrassed by telling me of all
the placegyou've been and how
you were yze first to reach the
Rhine. T wish you'd tell me the
tHIngs you go Charlie, ¢6.1 don't
get 10 TcopeES it out,
this war. 8

I knew ifwould take an order
from Gen,! nhower himself
to stop y from flirting with
pretty girl T'm glad somebody
over Lhnzegls looking out for us
girls over jhere. For my part,
they should bave started this
non-frateppization with the
French women, it would have
saved a lgfof heartaches.
you remember Al? Well, poor Al,
he's getting drafted and he is
a nice man ,too. When the
President _gave his "work or
fight” order, he gladly went to
work and “took  his ‘wife and
three kids off relief.

I thoughé you sdid that_ you
bought me §ome expensive linen
while youwere in Belgium. To-
day, we rgeelved your box and
on it wasiprinted; “Hand Gre-
nades”, Inwas so frightened I
buried the'box in the backyard.
Pa was so Seared he nearly drank

g

up all hi§ precious Camadian
Club, Nobbdy goes into the
backyard anymore as we have it
marked #f" with the German
"Minen” Slign you sent us. As a
favor you I went out with

your f-‘end Shykke before he
went verseas. He's such - a
a_sweeioBoy, he even knows
when .
Privately yours,
Jennifer

INS PLAQUE

For erior performance of
duty frof 23 June '44 through 31
Jan. * service Co of the 320th
Infant has been awarded the
Meritorjous Service Plaque.

Retreating

(Continued from page 1)
came a great crash of sound
and a burst of flame near the
western exit, At 0400 hours the
third tower of smoke and debris
shot up on the Dusseldorf side
of the river just as a patrol, led
by Lt William C. Shaw, Jr., of
Hutchinson, Kansas, 320th In-
fantry, reached and seized the
bridge approach on this side.

”There was a big bang in the
darkness—that’s all,” sald Lt
Col John C. Speedie; San An-
tonlo, Tex, 3rd Bn, 329th Infan-
try, CO. That was one down—
and two to go,

BAYONET ATTACK

Next objective In the street
by streef cleanup was a steel
railroad bridge -several blocks
up fhe river. Company K. 320th
Infantry, led by Lt Joséeph W,
Keenan, Boston, Mass, jumped
off In a night attack.

"Resistance was fairly light,”
sald Speedie. "They had to use
a little bayonet work but they
took 23 prisoners during the
night and 50 more as s00n as it
was light enough to see, One
sergeant bayoneted two Ger-
mans and took two more prison-
xe':u:b the flrst outpost they ran

"Just as they reached the
raillway bridge, the Germans
it up. The last rear guard
troops ran across the bridge and
x& went up.at 0760 Jerries had

there Saturday
on and night, The next

led to hold 1t with a parat
outfit brought m?mm

Nazis Blow Bridges After

Across Rhine

Oanadigh front. When our boys
‘saw thep: running across the
bridge, £ though they were
GIs at 1 because they wore
khak{ 6§ored uniforms.”
LAST BriDGE FALLS

The hird bridge—a smaller
highway k—above the rail-
way bri: in Oberkassel, a
suburb Dusseldorf—was

1 tank and dough-
0] from the' 3rd
330th Infantry, com-
Lt Col George George
ter, ‘Marberton, Penn.
from the 736th Tank
IDs from the 643rd
royers, and 100 in-
noved in a left hook

fantrymi
around t

How men of the 2nd Bn, 3315t
Intantry delivered a final blow
to the Nazis west of the Rhine
to take and hold thelr fast
objective on the river's edge
Was told this week. Confronted
by well dugin gun emplace-
ments and fortifled factory
bulldings. doughboys of E znd
G companies  closely suppor-
ted by machine gunners and
mortarmen - of Co H, broke
through with marching fire to
wipe out all resistance and take
some 300 prisoners.

Co E, under Capt Francis Oli-
ver of Brooklyn, N.¥., jumped
off from the Erft canal about
1,000 yards east of the Rhtpe at
0400 on Friday. Lead. = At~
tack, mg second pu&gnuﬁnz'ér
Tt Conard Van Kirk of Inde-
pendence, Mo. was pinned down
by heavy machine gune cross-
fire. “Silhouetted against =2
bright moon the men were
momentarily stopped as heavy
enemy fire continued to sake
the open fields.

ADVANCE STARTS

Capt Oflver and Lt Charies
Welch of Columbus, Ohifo im-
mediately struck out with he
Iirst platoon on the right tlank
and, despite all the fire Jerries
could pour their way, pushed
torward through the barbed
wire, over Jerry trenches, se
tween and. around.the factory
buildings to reach the rivers
banks at 0500,

But the battle had only ce-
gun. Artillery began to fall
around the open field and men
of the second platoon were
forced to hug the ground, vhelr

advance still checked. T/Sgt
Michael Shiko, 8/Sgt George
Kahler, Pvt Clayton Warner,

Pfe Andy Loy, Pfc Robert Weir.
Pfc Harold Wrosch and ™fc
Harris Bartlett with Van Kirk
crowded into one shell hole. "It
was one of the tightest spots
we were ever in”, satd Shiko

As dawn broke, the barrage
lifted. T/Sgt Robert Clofton
directed his Co, H machine
gunners to spray fire over the
heads of the pinned-down bla-
toon. This respite gave the
second an opportunity to fd
vance agajn.
COMPANY G CHARGES

With the fight still raging at
mid-day, Co G, led by Capt
Joseph Macaluso of New Or-
leans struck out in a final as
sault on E's left flank from the
village of Brucke and cr ed
over 1500 yards of open ter
rain in the midst of heavy mm
direct ack-ack fire coming from
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Marching Fire of 331st
Snap_s F inal_Nazi Hold

across the Rhine. In open waves
With  Tixed b:xyongts, the
doughboys charged, By laying
down a base of machige gun
fire and then emp.oying ter-
rorizing marching fire, the trst
platoon, led by Lt Arthur Spald:
ing of Vermont, and the third
platoon converged on the fact-
ory bulldings from’ two Sldes
the meantime, mortar “ire
played havoc with the enemy
in the trenches, forcing 150 to
surrender, The second p atoon
moved in on the factory
cleaning out the 1g
of resistance and
sista W ro;

JUST ANOTHER RIVEL

In the confusion of batile, no
one could cld being the fi:
at the Rhin t Pfc Do
King, Co, E lead scout was
of them. All he-cou'd say was
"Just another riv just an-
other stumbling bl to Ber
lin

736th Tankers [n
Suppqﬂ 0f 83:d

736th Tank Ba
ded by Lt Col

nne

L
¥
aided in establish
Corps bridgehea.
River near Jul

the tow H

and Grevel They
through th al. operation
without a

Follow

With A Gleam In

enio pe)
t) to her mother,
Miss ha (

1 ance met
Lh?x;lllyex Iling from
the opposite river banks where
German: Iready had set up
strong ek -and artillery
batteries roup of doughboys
led by ¢ pt Wilfred Barber of
Oklahon city, Okla, com=
mandin, mpany A, J.H.‘slt In-
fantry, § orating with Schus-
torls onl: !, reached the western
entra , the highway bridge
ab

And | iy ab 0935—five mi-
nutes ‘e\u‘n‘rl)thu Germans on
thie ofhl, side of the river blew
this last bridge,” ssid Lt John

. of Perth Amboy, NJo

) 11 Battelion, 331st

Ly ternn of five
2,,.:..'"" ke this st 13,

g below the shoulder is this photos
Stnl‘l\ml h“:‘t;:”;a:y:n:p front, Delivering from Hollywood
&.’ Venus to her fans) O'Driscoll,

on the silver screen, Her FA

too. (Universal Photo)




