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Seven Villages
Fall as River

Roer is Reached

Seven key villages, which the
Germans chose to defend fanati-
cally because of their importance in
checking the American advance to
the Roer River and the city of
Duren, fell to doughboys of the
83rd in the first offensive to be
launched by the Division on ¢ holy
German soil »

Moving from its defensive posi-
tions along the Moselle River in

Help Wanted!!

Have you got a d name
for the division? If you have,
give it to your UnifiReporter
or send it direct tolus.

Although we Wear the
OHIO shoulder patth insig-
nia, we don’t feel like a
BUCKEYE. You don’t either.
However, we're all proud of
the old Black Pafehand we
wouldn't want to change the
basic design. XYet we think
we ought to get a name for
the outfit wf\ich would tell
all who heéar it and see it
what we really arc

Luxembourg, the 330th regiment
‘was the first to be committed and

on the morning of Dee. 8 launched
an attack which was so successful
that the Germans were driven
from the regimental sector of the
Hurtgen Forest with heavy enemy
casualties.

JOES TAKE GURZENICH.

On Dec, 10 and 11 the other re-
giments took their places on line
and in spite of heavy mortar
and artil'ery Yire overcame the last

«diteh Nazl resistance to smash into
Gurzenich, last town on the main
road to Duren on the morning of
Dec, 14.

The entire fighting in Germany
was some of the bitterest the Divi-
sion has experienced since Nor-
mandy as the enemy chose to de-
fend his homeland dearly. In Strass
a battalion was cut off for two
days during which tine the Ger-
mans counterattacked almost con-
tinuously to drive the Americans
from their positions but in each
instance the offensives were beaten
back with heavy enemy losses, The
besieged battalion had more than
a hundred prisoners’ to its credit
when another unit broke through
1o relieve the beleagured doughboysg
after their two day stand,
FIGHT HOUSE BY HOUSE.

In the town of Gey, German dead
littered both sides of the main
street as the enemy chose to de-
fend it to the Jast man. The dough-
boys worked their way through the
town, street by street and house
by house wiping out final remnants
of German resistance,

Even after the towns were se-
cured the Germans continued to
plaster the places with artillery
forcing the doughboys to take to
cellars and remaining on the alert
for an enemy counter attack.

With the fall of Gurzenich, the
doughboys took a position directly
in front of Duren and on'y this city
and 18 miles of open plain remained
1o the big German industria) city

Rifle Company Plays
“ Jingle Bells” For
Benefit of (ermans

Renowned German strategy was
outwitted in Belgium dufing the
83rd's recent offensive.

Co. A of the 329th Infantry was
pinned down by fire. from a hid-
den machine gun Torced to
grind to a stop andrii,' in for the

night. Lt. Thomas Scales of
Birmingham, Ala., oon leader,
wanted to locate amd) silence the
gun in order that hisfunit might
continue the advance.

STRIKE AN OBSTA
Organizing a six-m
moved up a short di
be stopped by a maj

LE,

n patrol, he
ance only to
» of tightly-

strung barbed wire fupon which
were attached bells,§ empty cans
and other noisemaling devices

The patrol was com|
Then Scales thou
The gun was evide|
e wire entanglem
not use a bit of cou it r-strategy ?
A long rope was ¢ litiously tied
to the barbed wire @pd stretched
back to the Ameri rn lines, In-
structing the pmml guide to tug
lustily on the e i tlye wiinutes
he set out in the direct.on of the
concealed weapon with the platoon
Sergeant.

YAUK TRICK WORKS.

When a  tremepdous clanking
broke the stillness of the night
the machine ‘gun opered up as ex-
pected strafing the wired-up area,
Spotting the gun position, Scales
lobbed . grenade into the empla-
cement and cries of Agony filled
the air. The rest of the platoon
and company were ti¢n able to ad-
vance and later found three dead

lled to halt.

of a plan.
ity covering
Bt so why

Jor Ardennes

« As the 83rd Infantry Di-
vision comes out of the line
after three weeks of contin-
uous offensive operations in
the Ardennes, 1 wish to ex-
press to you and to the Offi-
cers and nien of your: divi-
sion my appreciation of the

job the 83rd Division has
accomolished during this
period.

Fighting under most se-

vere conditions yet encoun-
tered on the Western Front,
with little or no shelter from
driving snow and freezing
cold, the division advanced

almost 20,000 yards ‘in the
First United States Army's
drive against the north

shoulder of the German sa-
lient, In the critical stage of
the attack to break across
the Langlir-Ronce River and
through the heavy woods to
the south, the 83rd Division
made two consecutive night

Duvision is Commended

Operations

attacks and fought contin-
uously  without let-up for
three days in order to open
the way for the final drive

of the 3rd Armored Division
to cut the vital Houffalize-
8t. Vith road which spelled

it NAZIS IN BULGE

Advance 20,000 Yards Through Ardennes:
Doughboys Buck Bitter Cold and Waist-
High Snowdrifts to KO Panzer Thrust

'With a 20,000-yard advance and

almost 1,000 prisoners and nine
towns to its credit along with 30
agepried tanks and vehicles

kdocked out during the Ardennes
Counter-offensive, the 83rd Infan-
sion under Major General
C. Macon, threw its mighty
/| 2 German salient
nber 28 to make

ry and carry a
of the fight in

on
its mark in
por-

the

major
cutting

SO E WE

disaster for the entire Ger-
man position north of the
Ourthe River. The officers
and men bore the fury of the
elements as well as the vi-
cious fire of the enemy's de- J
fense and overcame both |
The 83rd Division can well |

be proud of its record in the
Ardennes counter - offensive [
{

which may provée 6B the
decisive battle on the West-
ern Front. Please convey to
your officers and men my
hearty congratulations and
best hes for your future

J. LAWTON COLLINS
Major General, US Army.

Whee! A Wheeling Gl
“Wheels”A Wehrmacht

Pfe. Pete Syrlo of Wheeling, W
Va., has quite a story to write
home — how his jeep captured an
S8 prisoner.

Mont-le-
pust

for

nad

Fighting all day
Ban, his baftalion
the krauts down the
Co. D was rushing up
positions and over-running a
number  of ermans.  Syrlo
brought up a jeep load of am-
munition and backed into some
bushes to turn around, He heard
a cry and found a Jerry pinned in
the hole in which he had been hid-
ing awaiting an opportunity for
sniping. Syrlo  took hls weapon
away with little trouble and

road.
mortar

of Cologne,

krauts at their demolished gun.

shipped him off to the PW cage.

83rp GI Makes|:-

Houffalize-St

spear

en in G
k hard
rman pen

rman

at the point

tration at Roch
following @& <

ride

Holland

of Germany,
In a wild two-day
doughloys swung down the snowy ™

fight, the
and cut their way
rt and finally forced
nans out of the town early on
» morning of December 30.

PUSH TO WE HALTED.

With the we rd

into
the

advance of

the enemy stopped, the 83rd men
icked ~again to move east
houlder of the

the north

a terrific assault
which was to break the back of the

ce centered about
ain, Petite-Langlir
and secure the thick
worth of the vital supply
for the

forest ju
and Gommunication road

Cover of YANK

When Pfc. Robert Liegh
Company « B », 320th Infantry
was told he was in the news, he
called every-one about all the uld‘
book contained. Prgof was vef
quickly established’ hbwever, what

a ¢« Yank » ma of Jan-
uary 14, was produ

There, loaded with Germad
weapons of any and all categoried
atood Liegh covered with holy

3rd Armored Division
Jumping off on the morning of
A y 9, there followed an almost
rcundsthe-clock attack which barely
stoppbd with the seizure of its ob-
jective until the southern edge of
the Bois de Ronce was reached at
Aywn January 13. Fighting  the
yorst winter weatlier in fifty years,
fhrough deep drifted and
bitter cold with little sleep and cald
rations most of the time, the
doughboys faced the best SS and
Fanzer troops that Hitler threw

snows

a8 |into his call-out» try.

ATTACHED TO SRD ARMORED.
The 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the

magnzine and with opened moufh |s30th Infantry were attached to

German soll, and grinning
though at a church pienic.

He immediately grabbed the
awe, repeated over and over fo [t

himself, « Well T'll be damned, [}
T'll bet the old lady will get a bl |C

kick out of this. »

hoe 8rd Armored Division and fought
nitially with the tankersin taking
Ottre, Hebronval and  Joubaval

(Continued on page 4)
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This issue of the SPEARHEAD is the first for 1945.
From now on it will be published weekly, bringing you
the latest news of the division and its members.

In Luxembourg we had the best printing facilities
possible plus ample paper stocks. It would have been easy
to continue putting out the SPEARHEAD had we re-
mained there.

During the operation in Germany west of Duren, the
odds were against us. Printing facilities had to be found
outside the country. We found them, but there was no
paper and electric power was closely rationed.

Before we had reached the Roer River, we had « lib-
erated » sufficient paper to keep us in business for some
time but, by then, we all took off like a Blue Goose to
meet the Germans in the Ardennes.

All this time our printer was miles away and the
staff busy handling the many. correspondents who visited
the division. Now we're Having a breathing spell and we
hope to get the ball rolling again.

ogQ @

It is with pride and a certain close kinship that we
look upon the 774th Tank Battalion. This outfit is as
tough as any. It has given plenty to support the dough-
boys of the division and it has done a great job with
little or no public credit.

We feel that the tankers of the 774 are Jjust as much
a part of the 83rd as any unit. They’ve been with us since
our days on the Loire River. They helped clean up Lu-
embourg with us and they certainly carried the ball in
Germany west of Duren. Now, along with the 83rd dough-
boys, they fought their toughest battle in the Ardennes,
and they did a a damn good job.

oso o

from West Chester State’s Quad Angles
Penn State Teachers College

When he was Ieaving(for overseas action, the para-
trqoper confided in me, ¢ You know, the jumping end
of it won't be so tough. The hard part comes when we
hit the ground and becomel infantry, for the only differ-
ence between us and infanfry is that we get into action
the easy way, by flying ins[:ad of marching. »

With the advent of thi§ war, the infantry has some-
what emerged from its undaierved obscurity, partly due to
the efforts of front ling Grrespondents such as Ernie
Pyle, who realize that the infantry paricipates in action
more continually, suffers more casualties, receives less
credit, and faces more hardships than any other branch
of the service. To the infanfry is given the task of stabi-
lizing both the offense and defense: the black line on war
maps denoting front lines really represents an irregular
system of infantry foxholesy territory not being consid-
ered secure until the foot sdldiers move in. Were it pos-
sible to create a hypothetical situation for the purpose
of evaluating the worth of the different branches of ser-
vice, I am sure that the inf: ntry would hold first rank.

Throughout history, th\dvuzmtryman has been class-
ed as the lowest strata of military society, mere « can-
non fodder », the man unfit for anything but carrying
arifle. Now, all has changed, An infantryman is the most
versatile soldier in the army, an expert on ten or twelve
weapons such as the mortarl hand grenade, bazooka and
machine gun, as well as his|beloved M-1 rifle, He is re-
spected by all, as the paratmoper illustrates. And he is
‘proud. When I asked one how he liked being in the army,
‘his eyes flashed and he informed me, ¢« I'm not in the
sarmy; I'm in the infantry. »

But perhaps I'm prejudic
with the infantry in France.

~ oy JOSEPH DORAN.
i

, for my brother marches

Night Attack

Out of the entire Nazi com-

pany which attempted the as-
sault not a man escaped. Twenty
who survived the devastating
fire surrendered.
The attack occurred in Ger-
many after Co. B of the 330th
Regt. had received a heavy bar-
rage of mortar, artillery and
small arms fire. Orders were
given that not a single Yank
was to fire a shot in return.

The Germans, believing that
the Americans had pulled out
under cover of darkness, moved
boldly forward. Tense doughs
peered out of their foxholes and
nervously watched the Nazis
move to within 50 yards of their
positions. Then the cry « com-

mence firing » was given, and
all hell broke loose.
Machine guns, BARS, car-

bines, M-1s and everything that
could throw lead broke the pre-
dawn stillness. The first wave
was mowed down like stalks in
an Iowa cornfield and those
who tried to escape across the
open terrain were pounded with
prearranged concentrations of
artillery and mortar fire.

“GI BAGS HIS TORMENTOR

Pfc. Walter P. Reardon of Co.
B, 330th Infantry, has a tiny
swastika painted on the fender of
his jeep. This represents the down-
ing of an ME-109 with a burst of
his 50 calibre machine gun. The Ger-
man plane had been strafing front
line troopswhen Reardon opened up
on him. Seeking to destroy his tor-
rientor, the Nazi swung his plane
to fire when a burst from Reard-

on’s gun sent the plane into a
flaming crash a few hundred
yards away.

100-1b. Bundle

Lois Collier, beauty of Univer-
sal's ¢« Jungle Woman, » returned
from a three-week camp tour ten
pounds lighter, Which means there
was about 100 pounds of Lois when

she returned—but that's enough,

February 8, 1945,
b ks nal

Doughs Repe!T[ Officer Caught

In Bed When Night
Assailt Is Made

‘When nominations are made
for the ¢most surprised German
officer of the war » GIs of the
1st Bn. of the 330th Infantry
would like to enter the name of
their candidate.

Shorfly after the arrival of
the 83fd Division in Germany
the 18t Bn, was given the job
of ‘taking” a strategic hill.

Under ebver of darkness, the
battalion started up the hill and
was in fhe enemy bivouac area
before the Germans could crawl
into thelr pants. The CO of the
Nazi company pr d to be the
soundest sleeper and it took
several prods with an M-1 be-
fore he Bwoke and realized the
situationy

ing Germian outpos
affer being fully a
thought “men from their own
company, dressed in American
uniforms} were playing a joke
on them: When they filed into
the main' bivouac area, however,
and saw their CO doing his best
to preserve his official dignity
after beirig caught with his
pants down,\they realized this
was no dry run.

kened they

va

Jerries Surrender
To Unarmed Gl

A jeep driver who should rate
something or other is Pfc. How-
ard Angstadt of Warren, Ohio.

He brings back prisoners as mere
routine.

While delivering an overlay to
his 320th Infantry battalion com-
mand \post on £ winding Belgian
road he almost ran down two
Heinies. ' Slamiming on his brakes
he fumbled for his rifle, disgusted
when it s@bic i the metal rack.
Tugging enfrgetically did no good,
but then mBticing the Germans
were unamded, he shouted at them
to surredder. They approached
meekly wiR upraised hands and
he made fthem sit on the hood of
the vehiclffenroute to the PW
cage. If yqu happen to look into
Angstadt'sijeep today you'll find
the rifle rfek in a more handy
spot!

Jerry Shells Make
Réading Elusive

Sgt. Stulley Bieda was read-
ing a lett2Win his foxhole when
a page bl(‘ out of his hand. As
he climbgd %om his hole to pick

it up, a¥sneld hit nearby and the

concussfon ogked him back
into Hig hole, g;‘da tried again,
but once more’the same thing
happened. Angry now, he made
one more and, upon reaching
the spot where the paper had
been, found that one of the shell
blasts had blown the paper..,
where?... ¢of course, right back
into his foxhole,

Bieda says that he hag heard
of some funny ones, but thig in-
cident will be really something
to tell the folks back ‘home in

Shamokin, I'enn.

Doughboys and
Tankers Fight
as Combat Team

Much was done to
friendship and mutual under-
standing between the Tankers
and Infantry during a recent ac-
tion near Strass Germany, when
elements of the 330th and 331st
’I_n'fxmtry and C Company of the
T74th Tank Battalion teamed up
Lo take some 3000 yards of the
Fatherland and hold it

cement

against
everything the self-des ed Su-
per-race could throw at them.

7 side, the In-

fantry and tanke
major and

armor,

air direct fire weapons
and constant artillery barrages,

these men held the sector for
four d: until the pressure was
eased by units bringing up the
right and left flanks.

The light tanks that carried
in the badly needed supplies
played an important part in the
fighting near Strass. Company
D of the 774th furnished tt
tanks and crews who, under ¢
er of darkness, pulled in traile
loads of ammo, food and med-
ical supplies.

NAZIS SERVE HOT
CHOW TO GI'S
IN RECENT FIGHT

Not many GIs have occ:
{0 thank Jerry for anythin
the doughs of Company
Infantry Regiment will
ber the generosity of
mess sergeant for some

During the recent driv
off Rundstedt’s for
Company G, slipp
velez, Belgium,
night attack, cut ¢
and took the occ
by surprise.” The
Americans had c
stripped their s
the men, althou
the capture of
were glumly
were glumly ex;

At this opport
Jerry Volksw:
up the street. I
occupants hopped
steps of their for
stopped, staring in d
the muzzle of an M1. A
ing the contents of t
he GIs « requested
mans to drive up the
the American CP, wh
hungry doughs ate a he
slightly Teutonic meal.

Can Go Home But
He Doesn't Wanna!

can well bo
p

Speedway, W.
of Pvt. Robert C. Thomas,
sent a cook for Service Co.,
Infantry,

Entering the army at 15 years
he went through thé campaings
St. Malo, Loire ley, Luxemburg
and Germany in a heavy weapons
platoon. When it was discovered
recently that he is only 17 army
authorities decided to give him &
transfer to the kitchen pending hid
discharge.
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Sugar Report
rom Jennifer

Dear Charlie:

1 finally got a letter from you. I
was so happy, I cried for hours.
Then to read that you got the «Good
Conduct » medal... why, you great
big hero of mine.

I received your package with the
perfume in it dear, don't think I
den't appreciate it but, being a
r.an, I didn't expect you to under-
stand that we women have a differ-
ent odor for every occasion. I want-
ed a . strong seductive perfume
with an enchanting aroma like
<Man Bait> or «Garcon-Grab-
Me ». Enclosed is a clipping of the
new Persian paw fur coat I'm
going to buy. Don’t worry about
the mbney dear, you said yourself
that this will be a long war. Those
nice woolen socks I'm knitting for
you won't be ready until March.
‘When I mail them in a package I'll
put in a nice pair of warm mittens.
The gift, like Spring, may come a
little late but its the thought that
counts, isn't it?

You fellows sure are lucky to
have all those Hollywood stars
come over and entertain you. How
come you never tell me about the
actors and actresses that you see?
The newspapers say they go
straight to the front line troops.
You being a rifleman should be
considered front line. Don't keep it
a secret please tell me what stars
you see.

Lately, you sure are travelling a
Jot and I read and heard all about
your Divisions splendid showing in
Belgium. Its men like you who are
doing the dirty work for this world
and the least we girls at home can
€0, is stay faithful. Darling, you
€ar count on me. (Willie, quit snap-

One-Man Blitz
Madeon Naz[s
by Fighting GI

How a doughboy by the name of
Skinner scared, scalped8nd smash-
ed a bunch of krauts still has the
774 light-tankers talking in whis-
J-ers.

Skinner, a Pfc with +the' first
name of Vester, belongs wto Com-

E of the 331st Infantry. This

particular day near Bowgny, he
found himself riding atop § white-
peinted tank from Confpany D,

moving forward in an | attack
‘Whatever struck his nervkﬂ syst-
em, not even Tank Commander

/Sgt. Nels K. Jensen col

<« We were moving aiong slowly
in the woods, » said Jensef, «when
all of a sudden he spdts some
krauts not very far aHfad. And
what did he do? Well, h:i rabs the

ld say.

AA machine gun on the ffirret and
lets go. First one belt, therl another,
and another. How many, I don't
know. But soon he runsj out of
ammo and he yells dnwn‘ for my
tommy gun. And so I give it to
him, and he goes right on shooting,
one clip, then another and another.»
All this time my tankis moving
along firing-our fixed méchine guns
and our 37 mm gun. It was a hell
of a racket. So SKinner finally
resorted to firing bis M-1, banging
away with that uptil he ran out of
clips. We're still fmoving = forward
with doughboys fucking in and out
of holes and afound trees in the
snow right with'us. Finally, Skinner
yells at me to pass him up all the
hand grenades. So I do, and he
starts throwing / grenades around
like the devil himself was after
him. »

How the story ends is slightly
confusing. But all around admit
freely that Skinner had a heil of a
lot to do with the attack and that

ping it, your hurting my back.)

there were plenty of dead krauts

330" Mine Platoon
Plays Big Part In
Push Through Forest

Under fire, they removed 77
mines — and without a casualty.

This was the report made by lst
Lt. Arthur C. Fried of the 330th
infantry whose regimental mine
platoon paved the path for the ad-
vancing tanks and doughboys du-
ring the recent drive through the
Ardennes to cut the St, Vith-Houf-
falize highway.

In an attempt to stem the ad-
vance of the American armor and
infantry the Germans erected a
road block and then planted 77 Rie-
gel mines in front of it

Working under observed fire
{l:?m 88's and captured American
97s the mine platoon doughs

hecked their way through the snow
covered frozen ground to remove
the mines in the record time of 45
minutes and enable the infantry
mounted tanks to rumble forward

The platoon also cleared mines
on the approaches to the villages
of Bihain and Mont-le-Ban which
fell to doughboys of the 83rd Divi-
sion during the Ardennes offensive.

During operations along the Mo-
selle River this same platoon took
out 3,000 « S » r s — totaling
24,000 pounds in a single operation

774 Tank Crew

Saves on Rubber

One tank recovery crew.  of the
T74th Tank. Bn. is . conscious of
the army’s rubber conseryation
program. It has clocked off! 1,760
rugged miles on one set of rubber
treads. « The average set of chey-
ron treads lasts 1,000 miles, »
says Capt. John J. Rolak, batta-
lion maintenance officer. «Through
careful handling this set is good

o

Associated Press Carries

First News

Release of

Division’s Belgium Fight

BY EDWARD D. BALL (AP)

Troops of the 83rd Infantry
Division helped to blunt the tip
of the German break-through
thrust into Belgium and now are
biting back into the enemy bulge
on the First Army front.

Major General Robert C. Ma-
con's doughboys ‘played their
part in the hill-rimmed town of
Rochefort, not according to plan,
as the communiques would put
it, but out of a confused situa-
tion in which the Germans were
more confused than the Ameri-
cans, The situation was resolved
with a happy ending for our
side.

The 83rd went straight
action around Rochefort the
night of Dec. 28 after a truck-
borne dash from the Roer River
front through the snow-whiten-
ed, moonlit German, Nether-
lands and Belgium countryside.

into

During the night, Company
B, 329th Infantry, commanded

by Lt. Maurice L. Hill of Boone-
ville, Miss., managed to knife
into the town, while other units
of the division crowded to the
river outside Rochefort. For the
next two days the Germans laid
down massive artillery, tank and
infantry fire from their part of

the town. Company B took to
the cellars.
The division lost radio con-

tact with the company and sent
a six man patrol to investigate.
The patrol did not return. (It
got in, made contact with the
company but could not with-
draw, so remained.) An attempt
to send in reinforcements would

about decided that Company B
Was captured and could be writ-
ten off, laid down a white phos-
phorous screen, anyway, to cov-
é™3the company's withdrawal
on the off-chance that it existed.
And not only did the company
come out, it had sustained only
three casualties (and brought
along 6 prisoners including 3 of-
ficers).

In the meantime the Germans,
who did not know Company B
was still alive and kicking, took
the white phosphorous to mean
a major attack was coming.
They, too, withdrew during the
night. (The next day the Bri-
tish relieved the 83rd, entered
battered Rochefort).

« When we were out of con-
tact, the krauts did their best
to blast us to pieces, but we
ved tag with them and sniped
them at every turn, said Lt.
Hill.
& My squad killed a2 bunch of
Jerries#and managed to capture
thregf prisoners, including offi-
cefs)’ » said Sgt. Perly Price,
West Liberty, Ky. « When we
withdrew the prisoners with-
drew with us. »

Pvt. Henry J. Reday of Cle-
veland, Ohio, cut down six Ger-
mans, and Sgt. Robert Trevillien
of and, Ky knocked out

o German tanks with a ba-

of She-
speaks a
answer-
demand
for surrender with a burst from
his BAR. « There was plenty of
oting and killing, » said

have been plain suicide.
The division, which had just

Janke. « But the Germans, not
us, were on the receiving end. »

love, lying around the next day./ And |for another 200 miles, or roughly

JENNIFER. Skinner, Oh, he’s from Kentucky. |the distance to Berlin, » he says

A C he mutfered. « They* probably Outside “there was the sournd of

Ombat S’lort tore out the wire. They always | artillery falling in the town a few

do. » { hundred yards down the hill. A

Eﬂroule 2(0 D”reﬂ « Goddam it, you guys quit|machine gun rattled off on the
moving around out thegel You'll | flank,

draw fire. Get in or gef out. » « Goddam it, you guys uit

The cellar was murky and thick. | gjence. i moving out there. You stand qum

Forms danced in the light of A| « Here, » he said to o}< of his |like a fly on a billiard table. Get

single candle. There were about a platoon leaders who wasgwounded | inside. « Damn, I guess I'll have

dozen GIs present...messengers,
Tadio- and wiremen, and the com-
Pany commander, Capt. Robert
Mitchell of Bristol, Conn. Mitch-
ell, bearded and worried, urged
the wireman to hurry up and get
the phone connected back to
battalion. < Probably the tanks, »

in the leg, « Take a dfink from
my canteen. » He unscigwed the
top and handed it to himi

The Lieutenant in the
sald nothing, just twiste
and lifted up the Jerry] blanket
covering his leg to havef a look.
No one spoke, althoughf they all
were looking at him.

shadows
his face

to move the CP. I don't want to,
but I didn't want this place first
off. It was the only thing handy
and we crawled in to get out of
the mortars. »

Someone asked about the tanks.
« Yah, we got two of them in
town, but the other two are stuck
up the hill in the forest, Both hit

mines;
first two hs
I hope the)
before night

got by okay. Jeez,
t tanks into town
The Jerries will prob

ably counter-attack. They say
they're sending another platoon
around through Strass, but God
only knows when theyll get
there

, > said the wounded lieu-
tenant, « anybody around here got
more of those pills. >

« Who's got a first aid kit
Mine's used up. » Someone fished
around and found one and the
Licutenant took what seemed to
be a fist full and threw them into

blew off a tread after the

about that

« How™

goddam

know
er with

e m

you work on it. I sup-
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We'd better move out
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dor >
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1 stick here. Il send

and fo
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his mouth.

gBt that phone worki
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THE 83 SPEARHEAD

20,000-Yard Advance Made Through
Ardennes as Doughs Buck SS

(Continued from page 1)
while the division followeg
their walke.

The strong points of Bihain and
the two Langlirs presented a diffi-
eult problem, for they blockcd the
armor's path in getting through to
cut the Houffalize-St-Vith rond
which was a < must. > It became
apparent that.it was the infantry’s
job to eliminate these strong ngints
and secure the forest to u; south
80 the armor could advnnef

Progress at the start wae slow
and bitter. The Germans, KROwing
the terrain well, skillfully placed
their tanks and infantry. The snow
made them easily camouflaged
hard to reach. They covered all the
open approaches with deadly fire
They counter-attacked vieously to
regain lost ground, And they paid
every inch of the way for their
stubborn defense.

DOUGHS ENTER BIHAIN.

On the 10th the 1st Battalion of
the 330th Infantry, with the 771
tankers, battled their way into Bl-
bain in the western part of the di-
yision's zone and routed out the
Germans in heavy housé-to-house
fighting, while in the cenfral and
eastern sections, the 33Ist and

320th Infantry forged slawly ahrad
“¢nally getting within agstulting
distance of the two Langlirs late in
the evening of January 11

With the 329th Infantry coming
in from the east and the 331st In-
fantry from the west, the division
launched a coordinated night attack
in pitch dark and a heav snow-
storm to seize the two towns, The
attack followed a terrific «time on
target » artillery preparation. What
the artillery failed to climinate, the
doughboys did with bayonets and
trench knives. Within an hour and-
a-half, Petite-Langlir was over-run
‘while the Germans around Langlir
Pput up a stubborn tank and infan-
try battle before giving way late
the next morning

Turning to the south, the  divi-
sion struck off through the forest
without doing more than taking a
deep breath. At 4:30"the mofning
Of the 13th, Company B of the
831st reached the southern edge
of the Bois de Ronce, with gther
Elements following closely behind,

in

That day armor, with doughboys of
the 330th’s second and third battal-
jons astride the tanks, passed
through the infantry, passed on to
Mont-le-Ban and the Houffalize-St.
Vith highway while the doughboys
fought to keep the road through
the forest open.

The major mission accomplished,
the division then turned to the
task of pushing to the east
through 4,000 yards of foreet he
tween it and Bovigny and Courtil
Hampered by the undergrowth,
the terrain and the snow, the tank-
ers struggled to keep up with
the infantry as they wiped out
islands of resistance. Late in the
afternoon the 329th reached the

e of the woods overlooking
ovigny. At 9:30 Company B en-
tered Honvelez.
NAZIS COUNTER-ATTACK

Further attacks to seize Bovig-
ny were met with stubborn resist-
ance and counter-attacks, and
with heavy fire from tanks skill-
fully placed along the ridge around
Bovigny and Courtil. The 331st
plowed south into the St.-Pierre-
Hez to the division's boundary.
Finally on the 19th, the 329th
occupied Bovigny, later Courtil,
and went east to take Cierreux
while the 381st finished off -and
held the St.-Pierre-Hez.

No history, no story, nor any
description can portray the fight
put up by the infantry in blasting
the Germans out of the Langlir
section of the Ardennes. This was
the 83rd's greatest task. Upon it
depended the cutting of the Ger-
mans’ last remaining major link
with the east and the homeland.
By sheer guts and  tenacity, the
doughboys made it possible in the
shortest possible time.

ALL AIDED IN TOUGH JOB.

Credit, also, the tankers and
TD-men for their support; the
artillery for breaking up the vici-
cus counter-attacks that threat-
ened; and the medics who labored
in deep snow and bitter cold; and
credit the supply men who jockey-
ed their trucks over  fire-swept
spaces and roads normally consid-
ered impassable. No one man, no
one unit can take credit. Each

had a tough job. Each was impor-
tant. Each performed at the best.

The Wolf

by Sansone

Coprght 145 by Losmard Semsm, Lirbatnd by Comy.

“This isn't *’uin what | expected!”
i

774™ Tankers||

Aided Assault
in the Ardennes

The 774th Tank Battalion
which supported the 83rd dough-
boys in their Ardennes counter-
drive, claim to have knocked out
17 Mark IV and V tanrks and
8 machine gun nests in tk
3,000 yard advance.

Participating in the entire ac-
tion from 27 December to 21 Jan-
uary, the 774th tankers went
through all the bitter fighting
around Bihain, Langlir, Bovigny
and the thick forest of the Bois
de Ronce. Plastered with Ger-
man artillery and hampered by
elf-propelled gunfire, the tank-
ers had as much as they could
handle in maneuvering their
tanks over snowdrifted fields
and icy roads to lend close sup-
port to attacking doughboys.
KNOCK OUT SIX TANKS.

January 13 was the tankers’
big day. Company C working
with the 330th Infantry knocked
out five Mark V tanks and
the doughboys chalked up one.
That day, too, the Germans
tried a ruse which failed. Two
krauts came forward with,hands
raised in a gesture of surrender.
Tank commander Lawrence
smelled a fish and spotted a ba-
zooka team creeping up behind
the «surrendering» Germans. He
let go with a round of HE which
landed in the center of the team,
two krauts were victims of
two Krauts were victims of
their own artillery a few sec-
onds later.

Another time, on January 9,
when Company C helped the
330th doughboys in taking Bi-
hain, the infantry rode into
town on white painted tanks,
then - proceeded to rout the
krauts in bitter house-to-house
fighting  while the tankers
backed up the infantry with ma-
chine gun and HE fire.

WOODS CLEARED OUT

The first platoon of Company
A, working with the 329th In-
fantry around Petite Langlir
the next day, helped clean out
thick woods near the town and
forced two enemy tanks to with-
draw. The tankriding doughboys
of the 329th took 37 prisoners
in that one spot. Later in the
day tankers of Company B at-
tacked with the 331st Infantry
south of Ottre and bagged a
Mark IV tank.

Fighting together as a well-
coordinated team, the tankers
and doughboys repelled two ma-
jor and three minor enemy coun-
ter-attacks during the fighting
around Langlir, while the light-
tankers of the 774's Company D
hauled trailers filled with ammo,
food, water and medical supplies
to the front line areas which the
Germans ghelled heavily and
continuously for four days.

Numerous battlefield com-
missions and promotions have
been made to the 774th tankers
as a result of their performance
in the Ardenne:

He who fears being conquered

is sure of defeat.. Napoleon.

February 3, 1045.

OXHOLE ‘l'.ABLES

Capt! Allan B. Gillis, commana-
ing Co, B, 308th Engincers,
visiting his work parties who were

clearing

anti-tank mine.
vehjgle flew through
On his dally

d a PS:

i Jg
one fMine;
J

A ‘gdle of fellows in Co. I of
gth Infantry have had closar
P rom shrapnel than they
Fecall

the

ncl

escay
like g

Pyl
crawlip;
nearny
grount
found
had o
and rif

Cau
artillel
blown
the ¢4
shell.
neatly!

More! thar
ents have v
sion ¢.ﬁ“g December and January
fo cover'the -
denries’ offensives. Repo:

as bee getting its full share
of credit in th fighting over here
P

ters do miny strange things

dennes
Nea
Henry

from. Roscoe, N. Y., « liberated »

tite

out how omie crew in

with fresh ey
the 83rd's recent drive in the Ar-

J
J.

his #ink. The fowl sub:

Langlir and other points s

and ‘east,

the hgny were contented in their
new Kjffia for they kept the crew
with the finest of select
Pwever, since the last en-

supplie

eges. H

gagen
peared
to fin
ments

t,

>,

ind the crew is détermined
a

was | M.
th:
roads . and removing | ne.
Capt. Gillis and
the air,
report the captain

« Jeep " removed
and vice-versa,

1 a rifle

stationed in
ed from his
Germans les

*

was cc
of whom v
surpri

Lanham Lo

was

field

y fire when a

him from the

but shaken,

a big chunk of metal

off his back

ieve

by

se  Cavazos

into the air

an  expl

of ammo
his chest.

* %

denly
trusty

he

eet enemy
Ci was

bringi
up to k
artillery
take

was

cover
war  correspond-
ited the 83rd Divi-

he

appalled to
toer Riv a

74 tankers are still cackl-
Com-
well-

dur;j

kept themselves

eggs

enneffe, Belgium,
Moore, tank comma:

g heps and gave them a

aw’action in Bibain, Pe-
uth

From all indications,

, the hens have disap-

couple of < replace-

Pfc Lawrence Ploof of Hancock,
b, had an easy time capturing
Heinies,

and  didn't even
to do it. His company,

D. Co of the 329th Infantry, was

a little town in Bel-

glum near the < bulge ». He stroll-

CP and noticed thre

already pri-
attention.
i he

d Ploof

M-1 in

g some

continued on his way.

When issuing the clothing he was
Teceive mumerous.com.-

! They are my heavenly memories

ust for You...

Thinking and dreaming tonight
Looking out over the sea

The stars are shining brightly
And it’s always you that I see.

I remember when times were different

When I did not have to dream
When ever I came to see you

You were always there it seemed.

Do you remember each time I kissed you?

Each time I held you tight

Of which I'm dreaming tonight.

Remember each time that I loved you?

And how often you said « I'll be

All these things I remember
And a million others too.

true »

And I pray to God that you will cherish

And always hold on high
The fact that I love you dearly
And my love shall never die.

These are the things I am dreaming
That our love is stronger than might

I hope and pray for the future
Dreaming of you tonight.

UNKNOWN.




