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ACTIVATTION AID MOVEMNENT OVERSEAS

I,

The Ninth United States Arny under the command of Lieuten-
ant General William Hood Simpson was newly created on 22 lay
1944, but its staff was composed of experienced men and its

background was deep-rooted in the Fourth
BACKGROUND United States Army which had been function-
ing since early in 1932. The army patech dis-
pla this anticedence by preserving the four leaf clover in
its” nonagonal shileld, and the white letter A is contained in
the heart of the symbole The 0ld Fourth Army had an enviable
reputation on the Pacific coast as it had plammed and estab-
lished coast defenses there, had supervised training of local
divisions and several corps, and had controlled large scale
maneuvers in the area. Through this experience, the headquar-
ters had developed a well balanced starfi with sound onerating
procedures, Thus when the transfer to the European Theatre of
Operations occurred, the Ninth Army brought the benefits of
years of work and training to assist the Allied Commander in
his mission of clearing RBurope of the German Nazl Power,

On 15 September, 1943, the Fourth Army was separated from
the Viestern Defense Command and waeg Ziven

STEPARATION OF the mission of training Army Ground Force
¥DC & Lth ARMY  troops on the west coast area for eventual
' combat duty overseas, After several changes
of station, the headquarters was transferred to Fort San Hous—
ton, Texas, where it replaced Headquarters, Third U.S, Apmy on
25 January 1944, Coincident with this change was the assumpe-
tion of a larger mission to include training of AGF trocps in
the southwest including the oneration of the Louisiana Maneu-
ver Area, The Fourth Army became one of the two training
armies remaining in the United States,

In early March, 1944, Brigadier General Clyde Hyssong,
Asgistant Chief of Staff, G-1 for ABF, discussed plans for the
activation of a new army with General Simp-
ACTIVATION OF son. On 26 March, 194l orders were received
A IEW ARMY to train one half of a cadre for 2 new army
headquarters; the other half was to train
with Headquarters, Second Army in llemphis, Tennessee. An over-
strength of officers and enlisted men was assigned the army
for this purpose, and personnel was trained by the various
. Btaff sections for the task confronting the new headqunrters,
ABF on 11 April 4194} authorized the Fourth Army to activate
the Eighth U.,S5. Army and General Simpson ordered thie activa-
tion on 14 April 41944t Colonel Howard Eager, FA, senior tacti-
cal officer oresent assumed command.

In the midst of the establishment and guidance of the new
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apny, orders were received from AGF =2lerting ihe Headcuarters
for overseas duty. A readiness date for the

OVERSEAS comipletion of training was set at 1 June
ALIFRT while all sectinne were cirected nhy tho Gen-—

eral to be prepared to hand over nornal oper-

ations to the new staff by 5 liay 1944. This double responsi-
bility was efficiently oerformed and training of the newly
activated headquarters wags intencified. Aflter Gencral Simp-
son aasuned com:and of both arnies, a mass transfer of person-
nel between the two stalfls wus eflected so that the experienced
staff could be alerted Lor moveuent as Headquarters, Zighth
Arny? while the nowly orgonized unit eould continue oncrations
without a breal as Headquarters, Fourth Army. This eoordina-
tion bhetween stafls increased seourity and ,reVGnted a break
in the continuity of trainine by troovs in the field,

The first movement orders for the heocdquarters come when
an advance detachment, headed by the Cormand-

ORD7RS FOR _ing General, nineteen other officers and ware
OVE-SUAS AID rant officers and seven enlisted 'cn, were
RIDLGIGUATT 1 directed to preceed to the destinutizn by

air, This pgroup flew to ashington on 7 and
8 of lay wnere they received final instructions conecrning the
overseas nission, and were then flown to London on 12 cnd 43
of l'ay where headquarters were established with the Pirst
United States Army, Shortly after the arrival of the “gdvance
group the ar Department redesignated the Eighth as the Iinth
United States Army, 22 Hay 1944. This change elimincted any
confusion with the fighth British Army which night hove srisen.

Official iar Department orders ﬂirecting the movenent of
the headauarters were received on 7 iay 1944 and as shipment
number 1656~A%B, the Army cwaited the call of the Por: Commander.
The main body departed from Fort Sam Houston in @we ceparate
trains and by two separate routes on 10 June 494k and aprived
at Camp Shanks, liew York two days later. For the next eight
daays thﬁ command cleered port requirements for personncl,
adninistration, supplies and equipment, security, health und
panitation, training end diseipline.

This was the {irst test of the intricate planning for over-
seas movement which had been set up even when

PeDeMe tne headquarters was stationed on the west
TRA T IWG coast, G=3 haé¢ instituted and superviced a

training progre:: for officers and enlieted
n based on POM requirements. After ~rrival at fort Saa

Houston the program was enloarged and, upon notice of the over—
sean alert, enlisted men participated in a one week bivounc at
Carp Bullis, Yexas, Thisc field experience was a compronise
meagure due to insufficient time; the ideal desired by tho come
mand had been nt least a two month bivouac under field condi-
tionc.

G-2 had been actively concerned with maintaining cecurity,
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pHoth about the new army and the aveorseas movenent. General

Simpson onened the gecurity campaisn by announc-—

BECURITY ing that any breach of confidence would meet with

vigorous action. Security training was extended

" 4o the families of the headgquarters personnele The interchnnge

of officers «nd enlistcd men between the new and old headquar-
tors and the redesipn:tion further complieated the gecurity
ispue. A GIC detacnument wWas formed and assisted I1n the G=2
DIrOGTLe

® Headquorters Special Troops performed 4 voriety 2> ipor-
tont jobs in connectdion with the movement of the hoadouarters.
They acted as liaison bo the permanent garrison of Port S5a
Houston end coordinated tpansoortation and packing. The NoT=
mal officer personnel ol the headcuarsers was augmented Hy
direction of the Chief of Staff, and ecach staff section detailed
one officer for duty with fleadquirters Comnany. The Tunrter-

mastor section supplied personnel Ior tpain commanders ond
linison officers.

That the headquarters had prepared for overseas movement
well was attested by the high recormendation given
DEPARTURE  the Army by the Port Authorlties. Personnel records
were in excellent shape and the handling: of rupply
wee particularly praised., All phases of staging were aamnleted

ond on 19 June, 494, Shipmonts 6456A and B were officially

alerted by the port authorites. The headquarters main body
loaded on the Cueen Tlizabeth, known only as ny82, and seiled
Prom the Port of lNew York 21 June 1Skk. Colonel John G. Murphy

.actad gas Senior Unit Comender Ior the VOyage.

The voyage across the Atlantic was uneventful. Hopmal
administration was handled by aieleton erew of
ADRIVAL IN  AG officers while field grade officers noerfoped
7T Us Ko the usual duty officer [unctionsS. The only dig-
cordant note was the shortage in messing focoll-
jties for enlisted men, which caused difriculty for nersonnel
to rcceive even the asuthorized wo meels o day., Late on the
evening of 27 June, the {uecen Tlizabeth docksd 2t Greenncls,
Seatlande. Debarkation was accomplished the Tollowing orning
and the hecadquarters was tranapo. ted by train to Brintol,
England, its new station. After rive ronths as o treining
my in the United States, and 2 journey of approxinztely three
weoke, the headgquarters vas roady to enbark on its new wissione
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NITITH ARIY SREPARBS FOR TTS IIS5ION

Upon arrival in the Europeun Theater of Onerations the
advance detochment reported to the Commuanding General, Iuro-
pean Theater, andé was established for orienta-

ADVAHCE tion with Hemdquarters First United States
TT@\CHMENT Army Group. The General Staffs of both the

_ Theater and the Army Group oriented the d etach-
mont in theater nolicies ac well as the Porthcoming military
invasion of the continent. Upon the completion of this, the
entire staff divided into small groups and visited corps and
divicions of the First and Third United 3tates Armies and other
rmilitary installations to gather statistics, plans, procedures,
and goneral information which would aid the new headruarters

in its operations.

, The Arny Com ander learncd that the headguarters occupied”
by the First Army was to be ovailable for his army 48 0O 885
practical after D Day, and on 12 June 1944 a

gr Al detachrent oi' iinth Army representatives traveled
v o DTS . to Dristol to arrange for the reception, billet-

ing and orientation oi the —aln hody oi the head-
wnmters. hen it arrived on 29 June, offices and billetgs were
rady for occupancys. 7the advance detachment ceased to exist and
n that date Headquarters Ninth United States Army ongned its
jrst command most on fereign shores at nistorie CliTHon Colleges
stol, England,

2

1+ 0+

"he initigl mission of ithe hecdguarters wag o recelive,
eqnip, and train for combsd the troops whieh the Winth srmy
was to lead 1n battle but subseguent events
Eyse ToN greatly enlarged this mission. Two airborne
divisions, the 824 and 101st, were received
Por equipping and training. The XIII Corps during the —onth
of Jul- was assigned o Ninth Army control. During thr succeed-
ine weeks, 211 ground iroops that arrived in the United Fingdom
fporm she United ttates were pracessed Ly Lhe APMY.

e close proximity of Bristol to the speretions on the
eontinent provided excellent opnortunity for obzervation of
headquarters procedures under combat conditions.

O JLBAT Several tripe to the continent were uade by the
20 VAT TON Commanding General ond his Chief of Ltaff, On-

one oceasion the ngineer, Yusrtermaster, G-1,
1@ AC visited the CPs of the ¥Yirst and Third Armies Tor the '
purnose of exunining nrocedures, covmaring thiem with those of
the Ifinth Aroy, and naking ed justments on the basis of the

11 eorhot conditions encountered by thiese two armicze.



The headquarters vhich arrived in drictol was ready for
conbate TIts personnel was well sehooled in staff procedures
and had undergone intense and varied training,

HEY OTAFF but certain additional scecti-ns weroe needed for
SHECTIONS complete operation sf the army headquarters,

It was in the Bristol poriod that the G-5 sece-
tion was added, which was to become one of' thr largest seciions
in the headquarters. % faced much hard worli anc training
before it was prepared for rombat duty. Other grouns added to
the headquorters during this neriod were ths Arrored Section,
Pub®icity and Paychologieal larfare Seetion. Lth Information
and Historieal Serviee, and military intelligence teams, The
Adjutant General Seetion waun allotod additional enlisted per-
somnel to staff a Battle Cesunliy aub=section nd an Awards
anc Deeoratlon sub-cectlon vhich were to be needed in ¢~ hbat
oporations,

uring this weriod members of the h cdquarters togl: advan-
tage of the opportunits to =eet and better understand theirp
British allies, ©On the required one hour hikes,

NG, I0H held 4:1ly by n11 cectione, personnel ohsorved
SUIPILE many aspects of Liritish 14ife., They sow foar

themselves the effect of war on the British
peo:le ond became intimntely aecquainted with aueue line2s; severe
food and clothes rationing, transportation ghortage, blackout,
ané other conditions brought on by five years of ceiive warfare.

The hecdquarters was alerted by ER0OUCA o prevare %o :ove
tin the eontinent at the end P fugust. Last minute promcrations
were intencified and new sectioneg hastoncd to

DOArpLmEI £i11 veecancies with aualified personnel. The
XG IRAICR orders directing the -ove were iszued; in ordep

to facilitate sovement tho headauirters wes
divided into a Forward ani o Reap echelon with ovinc dotes
seporated by two diyse. Supolies ané enuimaent were »m 4o
Scuathanmpton by motor ¢onvoy ¢ personnel were brought %o the
ersarkation point by train., On 27 hugust, Forward storted its
move acrosg the "nglish Channel, landed cerosg Utah Deach, and
moved into Normandy to esiablish i4s OP ot St. Sauveur Lendelin
on 29 Aumuot 1945, Rear echelon moved on the 29th, followed
the pone itinerary and opened its temporary command nost at
Poriers, near the rrward nosition.

3y now the Army had received its Tirst migeion in the
o

artive thentor of hogstilities, to Adireect the forcoc operadving
on the IDrittany Peninsuls and a2 suitahls new
8P AT Comrmand TPost was necessary for nroper c2ntrol,
B Samn . - A forest precerve to the nopth of Remnes,; Irance

was geleeted, and moveent was nade into the
arcc. of 1 Foret, Drittany. The new corriand post waz 2pened on
3 “entenbers  Forward and Rear were both operating under fiecld
eondivions in tents, hut the effiecieney of the headqu riers soon

adjusted itself to its new surround ings. Frowm this hezdquariters
the Iiinth United “tates A ry begen its first combot miscisn,
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CHAPTER III
OPERATIONS ON THE BRITTANY AND CROZON PENINSULAS

Preliminaries

On 5 September 1944 the Twelfth Army Group, under which the
Ninth United States Army was to operate, issued a letter of in-
structions to outline the mission for the army. It wae to take

. command of the VIII Corps, occmposed of the

Ninth Army 2d, 8th, 29th, and 834 Infantry Pivisions
asgumes command and the 6th Armored Division., This corps had
of VIII Corps previously been under the Third United States

‘ Army, but the latter's eastward drive had
separated VIII Corps from army headquarters by some 400 miles.

The mission of VIII Corps had been to reduce the fortress
of Brest, contain the enemy et Lorient and St. Mazelre, and pro-
teot the south flank of the Third Unlted States army. The 2d,
8th, and 29th Divisions engaged the hostile forces around Brest;
the 6th Armored Division contained lLorient, end-patrolled the
Loire River, and east to Redon; and the 83d Division contained

St. Nazeire and patrolled the north bank of the Loire River, in-

cluding a line from Redon to Orleans and then east to Montargis.

. In addition to the VIII Corps, the Ninth United States Army
had been assigned other troops in trasnsit or scheduled to move

to the ETO - the III, XIII, and XVI Corps, the 26th, 44th, 95th,
1024, and 104th Infentry Divisions, and the

Other g9th and 10th Armored Divisions, and a large
units number of corpe and army supporting troops.

The III Corps had begun to assemble .in
Normandy.

The Ninth United States Army was given two missions. The
first was operationasl and called for an esttack against Brest,
a containing ection against the ports of St. Kazaire and Lorlent,
and a patrolling mission along the Loire to

Initial to Orleans, The second mission was adminis-
. mYselons - trative; to recelve the newly assigned

‘ troops and prepare them for operational mis-
sions. Later in the month a third missions was assigned. This
was to use cgertain of its combat troops as trucking companies
to help solve the problem of supplying the fast-driving forces
of the First and Third United States Armles,

Under the new army, the VIII Corps was to contlinue the
Brest cempaign. The 6th Armored Division and the 83d Infantry
Divisions were detached from the VIII Corps on 9 September, and

were used directly as Army troops in the mission at St. MNazalre, -

Lorient, and along the Loire. The newly arrived III Corps was

SECRET

A



e

charged with training all troops arriving on the Normandy beaches
from the United Kingdom and the United States, and elements of
the 26th, 95th, 102d, and 104th Infantry Divisions assumed the

- role of provisional trucking companies. The companies were

attached to the Communication Zone for the operation of -Red Ball
supply routes supporting the drives by the First and Third United

‘States Armies.

OPERATIONS

®The fifth of September found the VIII Corps troops in the
twelfth day of a concerted attempt to reduce the fortress and
seaport of Brest., This olty, on the extremity of the Brittany
Peninsula, had been the largest French naval base in Northern

Frence and was used as a U-boat base during

Reduction of the German's four year occupation. The excel-

Fortress Brest lent deep-water roadstead which made it the
. largest land-locked harbor in Europe, was
vitally needed by the Allles. The winter storms were epproaching,
and landing beaches already held were thmught to be inadequate

for the forthooming large supply Jjob.

The VIII Corps had found that the reduction of Brest was no
mere side affeir but a major drive against an under-rated foroce.
Intelligence sources had indicated a possible strength of 20,000

N men in the Brest area. The campalgn was ex-

A major . _pected to reduce hostile resistance in ten

as - days. Both of these caloulations proved wrong,

‘ and the southern drive of three infantry divi-
sions in an arc around the city had slowed down almost to a stand-
still. The strongly prepared positions and hedgerow terrain
proved difficult, but the lack of ammunition, especially of the
larger calibre, and the strength of the enemy forces, which actu-
ally reached to approximately 44,000, were the primary factors in
the prolongation of the campaign. iy '

: To alleviate the supply of artillery ammunition, Communica-
tions Zone ordered a diversion of ammunition to Morlailx and St.
Michel en Greve on LSTs. This ammunition supply began to arrive

on 6 September. By 7 September, sufficlent ammunition was on
“hand to permit a resumption of the attack on Brest. ©Plans were
consequently laid for "H" hour at 1000B on 8 September.

By 10 September the 8th Infantry Division in the center of
the arc around Brest had inched down to the old city wall, and
the 2d Infentry Division in the left of the arc had forced 1ts
way in street-to-street fighting through the outskirts of the
town and up to the wall. On the right flank, the 29th Infantry
Division hed cleared Le Coquet Peninsula and was essaulting the
main forts which protected Recouvrance, the campanion city of

Brest.
SECRET
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Major GCeneral Troy H. Middleton, Commanding General of the
'VIII Corps, sent his G-2 as parlementaire to the commanding gen-
eral of the Brest Defenses, Major General Hermann B. Ramcke, and
asked for the surrender of the city on 13 September. He outlined

the position of the enemy &8 being hopless,
Surrender of and as a professional soldier he urged General
Brest demanded Ramcke to consider his proposal. General
Ramoke tersely replied, "I must decline your
proposal." Whereupon General Middleton gave a directlve to his
foraes to make Ramcke "sorry for his refusal” and to renter the
fray with renewed vigor",

In accordence with this directive, air missions by units of
_the XIX Tacticael Air Command and a terrifioc artillery barrage of
continuous 24 hour harassing fire reduced the ¢ity to ruins,
paving the way for the final assault and conguest of Brest on

18 September. The formal isurrender took place at 181500A Septem-

ber 1944,

While the 24, 8th, and 29th Infantry Divisions were engaged
in the reduction of Brest, Task Force A was settlng up a counter
reconnaissance sereen to hold enemy forces on the Crozon Penin-
sula, Composed only of cavalry, tank destroyer, and englineer
units and confronted with rugged terrain crossed by few roads,
this task force was unable to mount an attack without infantry
reinforcements., Consequently, six days prior to the capltulation
of Brest, the 8th Infantry Division, squeezed out of the Brest
operation, was made avallable for clearing the Crozon Peninsula,

A number of years had been available for the

The reduction construction of permenent defenses on the
of Crozon peninsula, and they had been fully used to

build the natural advantages of Crozon into
a formidable section of the atlantic Wall. On 15 September the
8th Infantry Division, with TFA maintaining contact between the
28th and 121st Infantry Regimsnts, .began its drive on the enemy.
Although the Germans initially put up stiff resistance, by the
third day of the offensive their defemse crumbled, and on 19
September, General Ramcke, who had escaped from Brest to Crozonmn, -
surrendered to Brigadier General Chsrles W. Graham, assisteant
division commander.

The capitulation of the forces in Brest and on Crozon result-
ed in the cepture of some 38,000 prisoners of war, of whioch more '
then 20,000 were combat troops. Three first-rate units of the
-Germany Army were destroyed: the 2d Paratroop Division, the 3434
Infantry, and the 266th Infantry Divigion. The destruction of
Brest was complete; what had been started by the Germens was
finished by the seige operations. American Air and artillery,
plus the use of white phosphorous and jelled gasoline, had burned
and gutted the downtown section of Brest and the neval base at

Recouvrance.

~SatrEV
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American casualties totaled 9,831 for the campaign. Medl-
cal personnel did an outstanding job of evacuation of the American
and German wounded, The 66th Medical Clearing Company evacuated

6,114 patients in the period from 28 August

American to 28 September. Also in that period, the
casualtlies . 29th Field Hospital evacuated by alr and LST

: . & total of 3,747. The air evacuees flew from
the Morlaix Air strip and the LST petients were loaded at St.
Michel en Greve. Two hundred and eighty patients were evacuated
by train on 19 September from the Army Xvacuation Hospital., The
f£inal copitulation caused a terriflc pressure on evacuation plans,
The VIII Corps Surgeon reported a total of 5,500 prisoner of war
casualties in Brest. '

Qutside the Brest and Crozon areas, scattered pockets of
enemy resistance existed along the Atlantlc coast to St. Mazalire.
These groups were composed of static coastal.

Enemy gerrisons reinforced by remnants of German
pockets field foroces which had esceped to the south

~ and west after the break-through in Normandy.
South of our line of patrols along the Loire River was an unde-
termined number of German forces. :

In the early morning of 9 September, Generalma jor Botho Els-

‘ter, commanding one of these forces, was reported by the 83d

Division to desire the surrender of his command, estimated to
contain about 19,000 troops. This force was disposed in the
area Chateaurou, Chatesuneuf sur Cher, and Sancoin and had found

itself cut off from all possible escape routes, Although fear

of the FFI and the Maquis was apparent as one

Surrender of motive for the General'!s decision, our over-
Marol Group whelming air superiority in the area, which
South threatenad ceaseless bombing and strafing of

his troops, was the main reason., The desired
surrender meeting was arranged and plans were coordinated among
the Ninth United States Army, Twelfth Army Group, Supreme Head-
quarters Allied Expeditionary Forces, and the 83d Division, The
German troops--called March Group South by their commander--were
marched under arms as far as the citlies of Beaugency and Orleans
with air support hovering close at all times to keep them stead-

fast in purpose. On ths south benk of the Loire River, they

were relieved of their arms at a formal surrender and entered
the prisoner of war enclosure nsar Beaugency. :

The two Atlantic seaports of Lorient and St, Nazalre were
roughly estimated to contsin troops numbering from 20,000 to
25,000 men. Of this number, there were 10,000 infantrymen on

. line, 5,500 in the artillery, perhaps 3,000
St. Nazaire and in a rear area infantry reserve, and approxi-
Torient ~ —  mately 4,000 in administretive end supply

—SECRET \_
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units. These troops were composed of a hetrogeneous group of
army, navy and marine elements of German, Russian, and Polish
nationality. The defenses of the two towns were set up around
heavily armed strong points with extensive use of barbed wire and
all types of obstacles, and heavy, concrete-enplaced, dual-pur-
‘pose ertillery, :

The 6th Armored Division had contained the enemy in Lorient

- and patrolled to Redon. The 83d Infantry Division had contained

the area around St, Nazsire, and had extended patrols along the
Loire to Orleans. Ip the middle of Sep tember, the 94th Infantry
Division became operational and was sent to relieve the 6th
Armored Division. on 18 September the relief was completed and
the 6th Armored Division was released to the control of the

Third United States Army. Later in the month the 94th extended
its patrol lines into the 83d Division's seoctor and on 23 Septem=-
ber, the latter organization returned to the Third United States

Army,

Higher headquarters prescribed that no assault would be
made on Lorient or St, Kazaire. The zone of patrolling waes ex-
tended to include the entire southern boundary of the Twelfth
Army Group, and the protective mission on the sBouth flank ex-
tended to puxerre on the Yonne River. The 15th Cavalry Group
was attached to the 94th Division to patrol from Nzntes to
“Auxerre, but without the active support of the FFI troops, such
an extensive area could not have been adequately protected, FFI
groups were used both gt St, Wazalre and Lorient in the line
.alongside the American troops, ahd their numbers released other
American units for the fight to the east,

After the successful conclusion of the Brest Operation, the
29th Infantry Division was released to the First United States
: ATmy on 24 September. The VIII Corps, with
Further release 24 and 8th Infantry Divisions, was ordered
of units - ' eaBt to the Third United States ATrmy zone
o for contemplated operations in that area by
the Ninth United States AtTmy. Twelfth Army Group had indicated
by their Letter of Instructions, Number 9, 25 September, that the
Ninth United States Army wes to carry out a mission in 8 zone of
action on the eastern front between the First and Third United
States Armies. The forward command post was opened at Arlon
29 September ang Signal Service had to maintain a deily 500 mile
motor messenger service between the forward end resr echelons,

At the close of the period, the VIII Corps with the 24 and
8th Infantry Divisions was engaged in operations in the assigned
zone and the 94th Division held the ports of Lorient and St,
Nazalre and secured the southern boundary of Twelfth Army Group, .
The non-opserational units assigned to the army included at the
close of the perlod, III Corps, XIII Corps, XVI Corps, XXI Corps,
44th, 84th, 95th, 1024, and 104th Infantry Divisions, and the 9th,
10th, 1lth, and 12th Armored Divisions. w R ATE
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Reinforcements and Supply

A shortage of infantry personnel was a problem faced by
many of the combat units during the early days of the campaign.
They had a divisional overstrength as a wholse, but they were

short infantry combat troops. This sltua-

Need for tion hed arisen from the fact that the divi-
gombat LIroops sions had come to the continent overstrength

on D Day. Thelr casualties had been mosily
in E;fle troops, and, even when wounded men had been returned

to duty, they were not £it for line servics. Permission was
granted for organizations which had been overstrength on D Day

to requisition infantry personnel up to authorized infantry

table of organizatlon strength regerdleas of overall overstrength.
Army consolidated the requisitions.submitted from lower units

and drew men from the 48th Replacement Battalion. The flow took
approximately‘six days.

The Ninth United States Army used the facilities of the
prittany Base Sectlon, Communications Zone, for the processing
‘ of prisoners of war. The enclosures abt

Prisoners Rennes and Orleans handled the normal flow,
22 war but the Loire Base Sectlon was used to pro-
cess the 20,000 prisoners taken in that area.

During the month of September a totel of 50,866 prisoners of war
was processed.

The Army's location withint ‘the Communicetions Zone placed

{t in an unorthodox position as to normel supply procedures and
logistics. It was confined within the limits of the Communioca-

: tions Zone but the mission of its operational

Sun¥l¥ units to proteot the Twelfth Axmy Group's

installations southern flank along the Loire River ceused
_ Army's ocommunications to fan outward in every
direction in a 400 mile radius. At the start of the period the
signal Service did not have access to edequate fixed facilities,
nor was it on an axis of communications. Repair of 70 miles of
eight pair German cable and 100 miles of six pair French cable
brought alleviation of this problem, The supply installations
already operated by Communications Zone rendered invaluable
agssistance. However, the job of hauling supplies from the
beaches to the using units caused an intermingling of responsi-
bility. Communications 7one, Army, and VIII Corps all found
themselves handling supplies in the same area.

The chief problems during the month were the supply of

artillery emmunition and the transportation of replacements and
: units. The Ninth United States Army's Move=-
Trensportation ment and Traffic Section operated in coordi=-
problems nation with the Traffic Sectlon of the Base
gection to solve these problems. Few of the

newly arrived units could be equipped because the trucking de-

mands for Red Ball and the priority supply of battle losses on

, e




the eastern front precluded any attempt at a schedule. Detailed
advance planning for movement of units was limited by lack of
informetion as to the future area of operations, mission, or
assignment of troops to the Ninth United States Army.

: After 7 September, when ammunition shortages were relieved

= . by the diversion of ammunition %o Morlaix and St. Michael en
Greve on LSTs, ammunition rolled in at such a rate that there

was more than was needed to complete the Brest-Crozon campaign.
Shipments were cencelled and diverted as the cempaign drew to a
close, but 11,000 tons in the ammurition depot end 12,000 tons

on the beach were available to the Ninth United States Army at

the time of the surrender of General Remcke. Ammunition com-
panies subsequently moved to the east with as much-surplus ammuni-
tion as could be carried by flve provisional truck companies for-

- med from field artillery units.
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; ' CHAPTER IV
FIVE NATION FRONT

October Preparations

The month of September had dispersed the army's combat
troops through Brittany and the heart of France, while non-
operational troops were called upon to provide provisionel
truck companies. By the close of September and during the . _
mongh of Cotober, a new sphere of activity for the Ninth United -
States Army was opened against the German Siegfried Line. This
placed the forces of the Army across five countries of Western
Europe: France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Hollend, and Germany.

By 1 Qctober the Army's operational troops, VIII Corps
with the 24 and 8th Infantry Divisions attached, were en route
to the new area between the Pirst and Third United States Army

zones. The Ammy continued to employ the

Operational - 94th Infantry Division reinforced, on the
units assigned mission of containing the enemy

forces in St. Mazaire and lLorient and pro- -

| técting the south flank of the Twelfth Army Group until 9 Octo-

bgr when the division's control passed to the Twelfth Army Group.

’ Non-operational units of the Ninth United States Army
included ths III Corps, XIII Corps, and XVI Corps headquarters,
. all located in Normandy. A total of six
" Non-operatlional infantry and four armored divisions were
units assigned but were not operational, and two
of each type were still in the United King-
dom at the beginning of October., The other four infantry divi-
s8lons were called upon at various times to operate provisional
truck organizations.

At the beginning of this period the forward command post
for the Ninth United states Army was established st Arlcn;.Bel-
glum.  The rear echelon continued to operate at Mi Foret in
Brittany. However, a change in mission was directed in the
middle of October for the Army, and Maastricht, Holland, was
selected as the new command post. The rear echelon was there-
fTore dlverted on its move from France to Belgium and closad
directly into the new area on 15 October. The entire head-
quarters was oconsolidated here at 1200A on 22 Qotober.

This new mission was outline in Letter of Imstructions,
Number 10, Headquarters, Twelfth Army Group, dated 21 October,
: 1944, In oconjunotion with the Pirst United

A new States Army, which was to make the main
misslion effort, Nlnth Army was to attack tothe Rhine

in its zone on the left of First Army. The

- British 30 Corps was to enter the Ninth Army Zone temporarily
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to reduce Geilenkirchen. After the attack of the First Army had

reached the Rhine, Ninth Army was to advence northwerd between the

Rhine end the Meuse Rivers and galn contact with the British _
second Army. It was then to take over the area west of the Rhine
to Rees, inclusive. D Day was to be 11 November, or as s8oon
thereafter as weather would permit closse air support, but in mo
event later than 16 November. '

To implement the move, Twelfth Arﬁy Group direct the re-
lease? of the VIII Corps to the First United States Army. In

exchange, on 22 October the Ninth Army was to assume control of

the XIX Corps, consisting of the 29th and 30th Infantry Divi-
sions, the 24 Armored -Division, and the 113th Cavalry Group.

. This corps was then in contact with the enemy oxn the  northern

fiank of the Twelfth Army Group and had penetrated the Slegfried
Line on an 11 mile front to a depth of six

TrooD miles. Also assigned at this time were the
aBslgnment 1024, 104th, and 84th Infaniry Divisions and

: the 7th Armored Division, However, to sup-
port the British 30 Corps.attask, the 84th Infantry Division
({less one combat team) was placed under Britlsh operational con=-
trol. The 104th Division was attached to the Twent y-First Army
Group, British, with miselons in Holland, and the 7th Armored
pivision remained in the British area where it had already been

attached.

Ninth Army boundary with First Army orossed the Maas at
Vivegnis, seven kilometers north” of Liege, and ran northeast-
ward, roughly through Aachen, Wurselen, Helrath, and Altdorf.

At Altdorf it crossed the Inde River. At
Army ; 060545 1t crossed the Roer and~went through
oundariss Hembaoh to the Rhine. The northeran boundary
began at Hasselt, crossed the Maas at Stock-
heim, and then pursued a course parallel to the lower boundary.

Ninth Army plan was to make an armored thrust to the Roer,
seize a orossing site, and, if possible, estadlish e bridgehead
on the east bank of the river. Ths infantry,
Arm _ driving north and south, was to clesar the
plans . area west of the river of all enemy troops:
I¢# the armor was unable to cross the Roer,
it was to consolidate its positions end awalt the advance of the

infantry. _ :

The 24 Armored was selected for the drive to the river. On
its right flank was the 29th Infantry Division, and on its left,
under British 30 Corps control, was the 84th Infantry Division.
The 84th Division was to drive north and, in a pincers movem2nt ,
Join forces with the British above Geilenkirchen, When this '
maneuver was completed, the area was to be taken over by XIII
Corps. In the southern sector, the 30th Division was to drive

dagrpr \
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south to the emmy boundary near Kinsweiler and then be pinched
out by the 2¢th Division, '

Operations in Qctober 5

Operations during this period of preparation consisted
mainly of moving units into line, feeling out enemy positions,
and recelving, training, and equipping troops.

On 1 Ootober the 24 and 8th Infantry Division were en route
: from France to their assembly ereas in Lux-

' i
Defensive embourg, and during the periocd 2 to 6 October,
positions these two divisions of the VIII Corps began

to relieve elements of the V Corps elong the
Our River. The mission of the corps wes to establish defensive
- positions within its sector and actively to patrol the zone,

. The 94th Infantry vivision, with the 15th Cavalry Group
attacned, continued to contain the enemy garrisons at ‘Lorient
and St. Nazaire and to patrol the south flank of the Twelfth
ATmY Group along the Loire River. The Ninth Army meintalned
gontrol over this force until its rear schelon cleered from the
Brittany Peninsula. At 0001 on ¢ Ootober, the Division passed
to the control of the' Twelfth Army Group. -

The mission for the XIX Corps under Winth Army control

- remained the same and it continued to defend its zone and rotate
its troops on the line. Limited atacks were made by the 30th
Infantry Division on 22 and 23 October, and shifting of reser-
v68 to the north flank was made from 25 to 31 October to offset
any possible enemy armored thrusts. But no major enemy sotivity
developed in this sector es the month closed,

On 23 Ooctober the 104th Infantry Division, under British
1 Corps went into line in Holland along the western wall of the
corridor resulting from the previous month's airborne operetion
against Arnhem., The division faced approximately nine infantry
battalione with an average strength of 200 to 500 men each,
Supporting the foot troops appeered to be

Action north two brigades of self-propelled guns, balisved
of Antwerp . to consist of 40 guns each. The terrain was

. flat and boggy, limiting the maneuverability
of vehicles end armor. Utilizing artillery to the utmost, the
division drove to the River Maas within two weeks, taking 658
prisoners and suffering 1,300 casualties. According tb the Cer-
man prisoners, the division's artillery fire had given them
their worst experience, and the tactics employed by the Ameri-
can artillery were far more effeotive than snything they had
encountered in Russia. On 7 November the 104th Division passed
to the oontrol of the First United States Army and moved to an
assembly area in the viocinity of Aachen.
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. The Advance to the Roer River

The static conditions of our 1ines that existed through the
latter part of October continued until the start of our offensive
on 16 November., The enemy was passive, and hostile activity ocon-
sisted only of minor patrolling and sporadle light artillery fire.
However, stiff enemy resistance was felt by the 24 Armored in its
patrol activity on 5 November, and a strong attack was repulsed,
by the 113th Cavalry Group in the eaerly hours of 9 November. Some
alr%otivity, especially over the rear areas was noted, in the
early part of the month; strafing, bomblng, and reconniassance
missions were flown by the enemy aircraft over the forward areas.

G-2 studled the possibility that the enemy might mount an - .~ "7
airborne attack and coensidered that concentrations in the wooded
areas south and east of Vvenlo presented a threst to our northern

f£lank, Attempts were made %o put agents
Intelligence through the enemy lines, bub they were all
: : fruitless. Since the area in front of our
lines was denuded of all civilians except a few critical war
workers who were cperating the rich mines in that reglon, there
were no safe places for our agents 1o operate and little infor-
mation was obteined. Some use of Dutch and Belgien official

.intelligence &8s a source of informstion wes contemplated and

coordination was effected. British counter-intelligence sources
were also utilized. i :

The terrsin over which the ‘Ninth United States Army planned
operation was flat, open ground stretching forward to the Roer
River. Level, cultivated fields of beets and ecabbages, ditched

' and hedged, surround numerous compact vil-
Terrain lages one to two miles apart. Coal mines
with immense slag piles, factories, and dense
areas of compeny houses for workman and miners, form distinct
features of the landscape. These built up sreas were used by
the Germans for strong defensive positions; many of the towns
were mutually supporting in thelr defenses. The open country-
side offered good fields of fire, very good observation, but
1ittle concealment.

Secondary roads supplemented the prinoipal highways, but
under the stress of militery traffic and harsh climatic condi-
tions came olose to breaking down. Maintaining them during the
operation cslled forth strenous efforts by the englneers, while
the prevention of erippling congestion required much juggling by
grmy and corps staff. A well developed rallway mnet covered the
area, but had been severely demaged by Allied bomblng, ground
warfare and demolitions. '

Tn the First Army's sector three dams impound the waters of
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the Roer, and these dams counted high in the caloulations of the
Americen commenders and the employment of

Roer their strength. The Army Engineers wgrned
dams - that demolition and the resulting flood would

meke a crossing impracticable and leave Cross
country movement diffiocult for a considerable period.,

‘ During the period of preparation, the Germans organized con-
munity digging under the directlion of wehrmacht engineers. Inter-
rogators reported complaints from Prisoners of War that some of
the $renches were too narrow, too shallow, and caved in under

o ' pombardment. Our tenkmen found gaps in some
Entrenchment s antitank ditches, but this feverish haste
produced a series of formidable barrlers.

civilians were evacusted by ordsr of Nazl Party representa-
tives, sometimes by force. Thelr villages were turned into strong-
points. Buildings with a field of fire were
Stron reinforced and machine guns and light field
points pleces sited in them. Occasionally e tank
; was so housed, Numerous houses had fortress-
like cellars, with 12 inches of concrete for a roof,

Fire trenches, fox holes, communication trenches and anti-
tenk ditches surrounded the towns, and flelds, roads, and direct
avenues of approach were sowed with mines., The ever dominant
slag piles, as high as 150 feet, were fortifled and used as ob-

servation posts.

. Bad weather conditions delayed the Jump-off until 1245 bhours
on 16 . November. Preceeding the sttack, three heavy air missions
‘ were flown over the Ninth and First United

Alr States Army zones. A 1,500 plane raid was .
gsupport followed by a wave of 500, and shortly before

noon the RAF sent 1,100 bombers over the area
ta soften resistance. Results of the air support were reported
as excellent by ground and alr observers. Thereafter, the ¥XIX
T4C provided flights of fighter bombers as column cover for ele-
ments of the 24 Armored Division and squadrons on cell for other
alements of the XIX Corps.

During the first day's attack the 2d Armored Division ad-
vanced 1300 to 2500 yards. The 29th Division advanced up to 3,000
yards to the east while the 30th Division
The . "gained 600 to 1,600 yards in its southeaster-
attack ly drive, The initial advance was not pre-

; ceeded by artillery, and this failure to shell
the enemy positions, according to PW reports, contributed to the
actual surprise achieved. Many enemy front line units had men
out on pass. -

However, reaction from the Germens was immedlete and force-

(—



Enem ful, Between 16 and 25 November, four infan-
Reaction try and six Panzer divisions were rushed to

the threatened area west of the Rhine River.
Four of the six Panzer divisions the 1lst S3, 24 Ss, 9th SS, and
12th SS comprised the formidable Sixth Panzer Army. Only four
divisions were commit ted, but the remainder served as & menacing

force.

At 1000 on 17 November, the enemy, utilizing the heevy
frostal armor of his ¥erk VI tanks to full adventege, mounted &
strong counterattack egeinst the 24 Armored Division from the
vicinity of Gereonsweiler. The enemy's tactics 1n this engage- -

ment are characteristic of those he employed

Tiger versus throughout the entire offensive and explain
Shermans in part our slow advance after the initial

> : gains, He maneuvered his Tigers into posi-
tion between 3000 and 3500 yards from our tenk destroyers and -
tanks and opened fire, At this renge even the 90mm projectile
of the M-36 would ricochet off the front of the Mark VI. The
enemy's high velocity gun would penetrate Shermans and TD's.
The enemy realized his superiority in armor and firepower. TD
gun commanders reported that Mark VI's would continue firing
even when receiving direct hits from our guns, '

. Approximately 45 ¥ark V and Merk VI tanks, supported by a
battalion from the 9th Panzer Division, took psrt in the counter-
attack, Two distinct endeavors were made to regeln the town of
Immendorf, which the 24 Armored bad cleared, but the division
held its ground. At least 11 enemy tanks were knocked out by
artillery, tanks, and tank destroyers, and the attacks wers re- -
pulsed, but with severe losses tc our armor.

Slowly and steadily, using the sheer weight of numbers and
constant pounding by alr end artillery, the Ninth United States
Army pushed forward toward its objective. On 20 November another
fierce, day-long tank struggle developed between the 2d Armored
and the 9th Panzer Divislion. Between 60 and 80 tanks were en-
gaged and from 8 to 10 were knocked out. Although-the enemy re-
sisted our advance stubbornly, his armor wes this time handicap-
ped by lack of sufficient space in which to maneuver, and his .
tanks were pressed into an area small enough to make them vulner- -
able to artillery and alr attaok.

Another factor slowing up Ninth Army's advance was the stub-
born resistance met in all the villeges and small towns which
were strong polnts in the German system of defenses. They were

particularly troublesome to the infantry.
Strongpoints Typloal of these works were thos encountered

slow advance by the 29th Infantry Division before Setter-”;w 

nich, Siersdorf and towns to the east, The
GCermans were in a sgries of narrow communication trenches extend-
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ing in a network some 100 yards west of the towns, The trenches
were irregular, zigzagged and interwoven. Scattered among them
were fox holes, V shaped slit trenches and dugouts. The dugouts
hed log tops covered with earth and had L shaped pits in the :
ends where a man ¢could stend and fire at approaching troops.

All installations were connected. There was a dlteh ebout four
feet deep and five feet wide running north and south about 400
yards west of Siersdorf, and an antitank ditoh east of the town
running north and south. The trenches had been dug recently and
hurredly; the earth was fresh and muddy. These positions were
supported by artillery, morters end machine guns. It took time
and men to reduce position such as these. The infantry had to
clean out every strongpoint with bayonets and grenades.

The enemy's tenacity was apparent in the way he threw num-
erous desperate and fenatical counterattacks against our forces.
After defending each aree bitterly, he would retreet to the
next defensive line under cover of darkness, German radio
broadcasts called it "the most terrible and ferocious battle in
the history of all wars". The stubborn manner in which he clung
to footholds on the west bank of the Roer once our divisions
reached the river, gave further evidence of his determination
to delay our advance as long as possible.

The 29th Infantry Division was on the Roer River west bank
by the end of November, but the Germans held tenaclously to
three small bridgeheads on the American side of the river. The

bridgeheads were 1n the Sportz Platz, Hasen-
Sportz Platz feld Gut, and in a patch of woods near the
and bridge on the pldenhoven road. The Sportz

Hasenfeld Gut Platz, with its entrance on the east side,
was surrounded by a wall and.a moat full of
muddy water. Hasenfeld Gut was a group of stone buildings about
a small courtyard some 1200 yards north of the Koslar-Julich
road. Julich, across the river, was dominated by an anclent
citadel where the Germans haed established thelr CP.

During the course of the battle, our artillery end air beat

Julich, the Sportz Platz, and Hasenfeld Gut into rubble, but the

CP in the cltadel held out and eech night enemy troops were rein-
forced in their bridgehead from across the river.

The bridgeheads were protected by extensive antipersonnel
nine fields. Time and time again, elements of the 29th Division
sdvancing on the enemy positions at night, got caught in the
fields. The mines were sonnected to trip wires. Wken they ex- .

ploded, the Germans Elaced acourate machine gun fire upon the
area., At the same time red flares went up and German mortar and

artillery fire came dovn on our troops.

Py
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The se strong points resisted elements of the 29th Division
for eight costly days. But by nightfall of 8 December, efter 8
week of attacking with infentry end tenks and supported by air
and ertillery, the division was in possession of this sactor.

- Two other factors, the north and south flanks, slowed the

Ninth Army's approach to the Roer. After an initlal success
against GCellenkirchen, the gritish forces

Slow pTrogress on the northern flank could not advance.

oW flanks They were thrown out of Hoven on 23 Novem-

— per by strong elements of the 9th Panzer
Division in what the British called "sticky enemy aoction”, and
were put on the defensive for the rest of the campalgn. The
XIIT Corps reverted to the Nlanth Army end after extensive re-
grouping, pushed glingerly forward in the Lindern-Beeck area with
the 102d and 84th Infantry Divislons. operations were limited
after Linnich was secured; strong enemy coneentrations which the
British had found impregnaeble were & conatant source of danger
to our exposed morthern flank.

To the south, the First Amy, making the mein effort of the
two American armies, hsd found the roing tough., Its 104th ‘Infan~
;try Division, driving north, engaged in a house-to-house fight
for the key city of Eschweller. 1In addition, the First Army had
to cross a smaller stream, the Inde, before it could come up to
the Roer. The crossing of the Inde was bitterly contested.
This slowed progress to the east and held up any repid advance
by the 30th Division, : . :

The advence to the Roer River hed been & slow, costly
affalr, but by the close of the month, both the XIII and XIX
Corps were on the west bank of the river. Ninth Army units
spent the first 15 days of December in resting, refitting, re-
training, end preparing for a renewal of the assault across the
Roer. Patrols across the river felt out the enemy, who was ex-
tremely sensitive to such probing, and much srtillery was ex-
pended on both sides. '

The YXIX TAC, almost undisputed in the air, continued to
herry the enemy between the Roer and the Rhine, bombing his in-
stallstions, strafing his barracks end columns, and even trylng
to set fire to the woods in which he hid his men ené materiel.

The Germans Strike Back

The level of supplieé was being built up, end englneers
were schooled in river crossings. A target

Ardennes date was set for the new ettack., But the
offensive Germen. counteroffensive 16 December in Lux-
lg Decenber embourg and Belgium altered these plans,

end the Ninth United States Army assumed &



defensive role to ald the First United States Army on the south.
. Immediste support to the Flrst Army required many changes
in the Ninth Army. Ninth Army's reserves, the 7th Armored and

20th Infantry Divisions moved south on 17 December and became
First Army troops. -

Oon £0 December, Ninth Army pessed to the operetional control
of the Twenty-First Army Group. This same day the 84th Infantry
Division passed to the First Army, followed the next day by the

2d Armored Division.

|
|
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XIX Corps took over the lines formerly held by VII Corps of
-~ the First Army, giving the Ninth Army a seotor running from Wurm
to & point just north of Monschau. XIX Corps essumed control
over the &th, 78th apd 104th Infantry Divisions., XIII Corps
added the former XTX Corpe sector to its front, which was defend-
ed by the 29th and 1024 Infentry Divisions. I

As the German offensive mounted and surged towerds the Meaas
River endangering the entire Alllied western front, the Ninth Ammy
stood ready to defend its position. Offensive operetions were
gset eside and the northern front becsme a static winter line.

The Ardennes bulge had upset the time schedule, and the line
would have to be straightered before the new drive to the Rhine

could begin.

logistics

one of the difficulties the Ninth United States Army en-:
countered during the Roer offensive was tho flooding of the
Maas, which formed & barrier between the Ninth Army units and .
their sourcee of supply. The rain fall of November 1944, ex-
ceeding the normal by 1.50 inches, caused
Trensportation flood conditions on all the rivers of north-
ern Frence, Belgium, and Holland. The rlse
of the Maas began during the week of 19-25 November and reached
1ts height on £6 November, when the water level at vaastricht
wes about 13.5 feet above normel. The flood did not recede
until erter the middle of December, and during much of this
period the current at Masstricht was in excess of 10 feet per

second.

The practical consequences of these flood conditlons were
importent for Ninth Army operetions. The iwo Segend British
Army bridges north of Meastricht were put out of service, and
the two-way pile bridge in Meastricht was reduced to a one-way
Class 40 bridge before it wes finally closed on 22 November.

At the height of the flood .the deck level of this bridge was
under water, but, by ballasting and sandbegeging, the structure
was not washed away. The 25-ton ponton bridge in Mgastricht re-
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mained in operation for light vehiocles, but it had to be length- " .~ .
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ened during the period of high water, and two 500-pound barge
anchors were used to hold it in place.

The closing of the pile bridge and the restriction on the
use of the pontoon bridge reduced the river crossings for heavy
traffioc to one: the one-way fixed Bailey bridge in Maastricht,
a Class 40 structure. This bridge carried not only Ninth Army
traffic, but Second British Army movements as well. When Brit- e
ish traffic appeared to be excessive, military police from '
British 30 Corps were put on duty to divert non-essentiesl ve-

hicles. _
: %Tior to the launching of the attack toward the Roer on 16 -

- November, strenuous efforts had been made to build up reserves

i of supvlies sufficient to see the army
Supply through a vrolonged offensive. Desplte
these efforts, however, numerous ltems were

in short supply.

The most oritical of g1l shortages was in ammunition, and
the pinoh was felt especielly in certain heavy artillery ocali-
bvers. A strict system of rationing was set up, and the army

g commendser himself supervised the allocation
Ammunition of ammunition. According to General Simpson,
greater success and more repid progress in
the advance to the Roer would have been attained had more ammu-
nition been avallable, The number of artillery battellons was

_adequate, but ammunition had to be conserved, The successful

atteinment of objectives would have been expedited and accom-
plished with fewer losses if it had been possible to put artil--
lery support to its maximum use.

The problem of keeping & reserve of armor to compensate
for battle losses wes also serious. An initiel shortage of 1ll
medium tanks, based on T/E authorizations, was aggravated by
combat losses of 53 tanks between 16 end
ATROT 30 November. One hundred replzcements re-
ceived during the perlod left a shortage
at the end of the month of 64 medium tanks, and there was no .
army roserve on hand. A disquieting factor was the lncreasing-
ly apperent superiority of the German Mark V and VI tanks over
our M-4 mediums in armor end armament.

The Ninth Army had to bear its share in the shortzges that
afflicted all units of the American Army on the Continent at
the end of the 1944 csmpaign. Almost every one of the arms and
services could bave complled e 1list of criticsl items, and in

mafdy instances laeck of these items. exerted

Other a retarding influence on operations. TFor
shortages example, quantities of dlesel o0ll and grease

: on hand smounted to only a fraction of a
day's reserve, engineer Class II and IV supplies were low, bridge
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timbers and plles were on the critical 1ist, treadwey and Balley
bridges were delayed in delivery, and Signal Corps equipment was
badly needed. Lerge stocks of some of these items were ocaptured
in the course of the Ninth Army's November advance, but lack of
personnel to sort and transport this material made it less use-

ful than it should have been. Delays in equipping units for

winter warfere had a direoct bearing on combat efficienocy, and
even when winter equipment was supplied, it wes not always of
g type that would keep the combat troops dry and warm 1in the
rigorous winter climste of western Germany. .
@
To speed up the process of requisitioning replacements by
combat elements, the Ninth Unlted States Army secured authority
from Eeadquarters, Europesn Theater of
Reinforcements Operations, to let combat units requisition
for anticipated losses 48 hours in advanoce.
Unite submitted close estimates of actusl losses sustainsed.
This system worked well untll 1t was temporarily discontinuad
22 November due to the lack of replacement personnel th roughout

the Ground roroce Replacement System.

) Counled with incressing battle cessualty losses after the
jump-off on 16 Novempber, the steady rise in non-battle casual-
ties brought a severe strain to all front line units. Trench-

‘ foot accounted for a high percentage of
Non-battle these losses. No lmmediste solution was
casualtles forthecoming. Large numvbers of replacements

were being diverted to the Sixth Army Qrelp
to assist its drive, end only a small number was avallable to
Ninth Army. Even this limited supply was shut off by the end

of the month, with no allevistion 1n sight until serly in Jenuary
1945. The static line conditions during the last of December and
January helped the army to bulld back itse troop strength.
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CHAPTER V
STATIC WINTER LINE

Ninth United sStates Army resched the Roer River early in
December, 1944, after almost a month of fighting during which
the enemy had fallen baok slowly, contesting possession of every..
village and ridgs.

The battle for the river, whilch began 16 November, came to
an emd in the Army's sector on 8 December when the 29th Division
cleared out the last reslstance in and around

The Watch the Sportz Platz in that portion of Julich
on the Roer lying on the west bank, The Arny's front

1ine now was the river with the excep tion of
the left flank where it angled sharply back above Linnich to
make juncture with the British, who had not yet come abreast,

fven while plans for the attack across the river were being
formulated, von Rundstedt dealt First Army the opening blow of
what was to develop into the Battle of the Bulge., From the
outset it was apparent that the enemy was making e supreme ef-
fort to break out in the south, and 1t was likewise apperent
that enother effort might be made in the north, with disastrous
results for the Allles if it succeeded. Increased German air
and artillery aotivity, plus one or two small counterattaecks
pointed up these possibilities,

On the other hand the fast-spreading German counter-offen-
sive in the south was a fact; the threat in the north was still
only a threat. To stem the avalanche pouring west through the
Ardennes, most of Ninth Army's strength was diverted to the "
south and on 20 December, First and Ninth Armies passed to oper-.
ational control of 21 Army Group. By 30 December, Ninth Army
hed only five divisions, the 8th, 78th, 104th, 29th end 102d.

All thought of an offensive was abandoned and the Army dug in
behind wire and mine fields to resist a counterattack if one
should oome, and until the middle of February carried out a well-
planned and thorough defensive operation.

Preparations This defense was largely passive, Towns

for defense were fortified as strong points and commu-
nication trenches and field fortifications
were set up, interlocking the towns in a scheme similar to the
strategy used by the Germans in their defense of the same ares,

with barbed wire, antitank ditches and mine fields,

However, certain aggressive measures were taken. After the
fortification of the towns and the field works hsd been com-
pleted, elements of Ninth Army began a har-
Harassin assing program designed to keep the enemy
activities off balance, deceive him as to the army's
disposition and intentions, interdict his
movement s, deprive him of rest, and at the same time conserve
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‘our strength. All available weapons, including artillery and

mortars, tank-destroyer and tank guns, AA weapons, and long
range 30 and 50 caliber mechine guns, were concentrated on sen-

- sitive points at ebrupt intervals. Scarcity of ammunition pre-

vented the full use of artillery in this program.

Reconnaissance and combat patrols were sent out frequentl y;
in addition to their normal activities, these patrols plaoced
booby traps in enemy installations, Occasionally dummy tank
concentrations were prepared to deceive enemy sircraft, and
te were driven at night to give the enemy the impression
that armor was being massed on the front. Night raids of up to
company strength were planned and executed. Emphasis was placed
upon psychological warfare, use being made of propaganda shells
end loudspeakers, '

The weather was oonsistently bad. There was raln aend in-
termittant 1ight snow until the first of Januery, when there
was a four inch snow which held and was increased, The snow and
cold weather added to the difficultles of forward elements,

particularly to the hardships encountered

Weather by petrols, It made discovery of enemy
conditions activity easier, however, because tracks

indicated occupled positions and installatlons,

Experiments were made with snow sults for outposts and pa-
trols, and unsuspected difficulties were encountered. A loose
cspe seemed desirsble because it ‘showed no straight lines or
engles. Experience proved that it became damp, froze, and
rattled, It was also ewkward; when a man had to orawl upon the
ground, it got under his knees and tripped him if he tried to
rise. Snow suits proved dangerous in wooded areas, as the
trunks of trees remained dark and a white figure was etched
sharply agalnst this background.

The Cermans, while not aggressive, were very alert and re-
acted promptly with mortar and artillery fire to attempts by
patrols or raiding parties to operate east of the Roer. The
Germans also sent out patrols to secure prisoners and informa-
tion, but their main activity was consistent harassing artil-
lery fire. ‘

Ninth Army became more aggressive toward the end of January.
At this time, the XIX Corps pratected the
Troops south flank of the Army with the 78th, Bth,
dispositions and 104th Infantry Divisions, XIII Corps

; held the northern seotor with the 29th In-
fantry Division on the right and the 1024 Infentry Division on
the left.. XVI Corps was assigned but not operational. The Army
was under operational control of Twenty-First Army Group.
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On 26 Januery the 1024 Division launched a limited objective
attack in support of the British 12 Corps. Against light resist-
' ance the division advanced up to ‘2000 ‘yards,

Limited ' clearing the enemy from all but a few pockets
~attacks on the west bank of the Roer River. Four

. days later the 78th Division, with Combat
command A of the 5th Armored pivision, attacked, making gains up
to 2500 yards. On 31 Jenuary the advance was continued, and at
widdau a junction was effected with elements of V CoIps of the

First Army.

Ktlthe beginning of the static period in December, the pos-
8ibility of the enemy mountling a two-pronged atteck, moving north-
west and southwest to recapture Aachen, was weighed., By the
middle. of Jenuary this seemed unlikely. The enemy apparently was

heving trouble in specificelly jdentifying
Enem and loceting Allied formations. If he sus-
cepabilities ~ peoted a buiid~up. in this area, he might try
a limited attack from ascross the Roer, sup-
plemented by V-weapons, saboteurs and pesratroopers. :

Three enemy infantry divisions, as well as drafts from
others, left the Army zone early in the month to take part in
the fighting elsewhere, but late {n the month elements of the
Fifth Panzer Army moved out of the bulge into the Cologne area
for resting and refitting. This army constituted a reserve for
- defense of the Ruhr-Cologne region.

Logistics

A sudden turn in the weather during the first few days of
February brought an early thaw to the frozen countryside. Heavy
troop movements into the area damaged the main supply routes,

but engineer crews, with some gld from the
rransportation Belglean Highway Department, Dutch civillans,
- infantry units, and prisoners.of war main-
teined the army road net in condition to carry necessary traffiec.
Some highways were completely closed and traffic had to be re- '
routed over secondary roads; other routes were limited to one-
way traffic. But no serious delay was occasioned by the unsea-
sonable weather,

The werm weather with 1ts accompaning rain slso ceused the
rivers to rise. High water in the Maas River made the Berg and
Maeseyck Bailey Pontoon bridges unserviceable, The pile bridge
at Maestricht was closed on 12 February, and after damage caused
by & loose raft, the heavy pontoon bridge there was removed by
engineers. All northern traffic in the army area had to cross
the Maas River over the Wilhelmina Brldge 1in Mgastricht until
the waters subsided.
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The morale and welfare of the troops were €iven specinl con=-
sideration during this period. Many of the outfits ip the Ninth
Army had been in almost continuous Tighting since their initial

'~ landings, and the long winter period had
Morale - further heightened the nesed for relief for
‘ all troops, Consequently, a comprehensive
pProgram of leaves, furloughs, ang basses was implemented, The
allocation or thirty day temporary duty quotas in the United
States was workea out to give consideration to officers and en-
listeg men with long overseas service, The army set up a new
quota for officers ang enlisted men to visit Great Britain, and
the program of basses to Paris and Brussels was extended to in-
¢lude more comfort and convenience in arrangements,

Corps and divisions, as they advanced further into Germeny,
found that the operation of their Trespeotive rest ecnters was
becoming inoreaaingly diffioult, Therefore, this he adquarters
in conjunction with the American Red Cross, made plans to es-
tablish Army Rest Centers in the larger towns in Holland, Thesge
ocenters when established would service al]l troops of the Amy on
@ pass quota basis, :



CHAPTER VI
FROM THE FOER TO THE RHINE

puring the first part of February, the army staff mede plens
for its greatest offensive to date--to eross the Roer River and
clear the Cologne plain to the Rhine. Supreme Headquarters had
directed that a combined British-American

Offensive . operstion be staged, with the British atrik-
plans ing south and Ninth United Stetes Army moving

@ north to meet them, Target date for the
British operation, Operation Veritable, had been set as 8 Feb-
ruary, but it was flrst necessary for Ninth United States Army
to take over from 12 British Corps in the Roermond sector in
order to free the latter for the attack in the north. No date
was set for the start of Ninth Army's operation, Operation Gre-
nade, but it was planned to follow the British attack by not
more than two or three weeks. 3

Meanwhile, in the closing days of January, the British
staged a limited offensive in 12 Corps gector with the objective
of straightening their lines and closing nearer the Roer. Ninth
Army's only active part in this minor operation came 26 January
when the 1024 Divislion attascked northeust from Lindern and the
ground running from there to Linnich to seize the river town of
Brachelen and maintain contact with the British 52 Division on .
the left as it moved forwerd in 1its zone. The 1024's advance
was virtually unopposed, for the Germans had fallen back across
the river, leaving Brachelen 1ightly outposted.

The build-up of troops in Ninth Army's sector had begun,
and detailed efforts were -being made to keep the enemy ignorant
- of the shifts. Troops coming up were moved

The Army a8 much as possible at night and bumper
Prepares marks and divisional shoulder patches were

: kept covered, Personnel were kept in assem=-
bly areass and large towns were off 1limits. A strict redio si-
lence was meinteined while the units were on the move. AS- &
barrier to line crossers and agents, gll civilians in the area
10 kilometers west of the river were evacuasted and all civilian
travel in that zone was prohibited.

Numerous town checks, consisting of house=-to-house raids,
identification serutiny, and soreening of ell civiliens in con-
junction with militery government reglstration, revealed that
approximately one of every 200 civiliens was & member of the

Wehrmacht.

Supply provisions for the pending operation were carefully
prepared and were based on total strength of thres armored and
seven infantry divisions. Additional service troops were re-
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quested from Twelfth Amy Group to support the combat units. They
assisted in the unloading, classificstion and
Supply distribution of supplies, performed malnten-
ance, and augmented the evacuatlon system.

- pdequate stooks of Class I and III supplies were on hand and the

other classes were considered satisfactory. The stringent re-
striction on smmunition expenditure had resulted in an adeguate
reserve of approximately 46,000 tons by 23 February, and a flve
dey allocation amounting to an average of 6 units of fire for
two corps and 33 units for the other corps was made. The mater-
lel sdtuation improved and normal requisitions were being filled
promptly. Greater tonnages of supplies were moved into the army
area and distributed than at any other period. Emergency supply
by ailr was in readiness for any eventuallity that might arise
after the jump off. CATOR (combined air transport operatlons
room) had 500 ¢-47's spotted and s loaded as to support & divi-
sion for one day. ' '

Based on the November-December Roer River offensive fligures,
personnel loss estimetes were made for 1,000 battle casualties
and 500 non-battle casualties per day for a ten-day period, Sub-

e quent operations were to show that actual
Psrsonnpel . personnel losses were much lower than ex-
pected, averaging 749 battle and 292 non-
battle casualtles. ZEngineer losses at the Roer River were only
about one third of thos contemplated. The non-battle rates re-

“mained constant before and during the operation. The spring-

like weether apparently kept the latter figures down, and the
light reslistance on the part of the enemy cut battle losses con-

siderably. ‘

On 7 Februsry, lLetter of Instructions Number 15, Headquar-
ters, Twelfth Army Group, signsled the go~-

Plans foxr ahead: ' "While 21 Army Group carries out
VerItable and Operation Verltable, Ninth Unlted States
Grenade Army will execute Operation Grenade under

operational control of 21 Army Group."

' This letter of Instructions wes followed a day later by
Letter of Imstructions Number 13, Headquarters, Ninth United

_States Army, in which the broad plan for the attack was outlined

for the corps and target date was set for 10 February.

In its outline of the enemy dispositions and capabilities,
the letter began with the assumption that the enemy was known to
expect an atteck from the west in the jAachen area but that he
was not aware of 1ts exact locale or direction eand that he might
not expect the Americans to be capable of an attack so soon
after the Ardennes operation. '

The enemy's tactical doctrine, 1t was said, was to hold his

ik
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front lines with infantry, keeping his armor in reservse, and it

was pointed out that the German lines along the east bank of the
Roer were known to be thinly held. "It is considered,” was the
sonclus ion, "that a quick breakthrough of the enemy's Roer River
1ine defenses, followed by the unhesitating exploitation of every
enemy weakness, could eneble the Ninth United States Army to ac-

complish i1ts mission with rapidity.”

XXIX TAC was ordered to 1solate the battlerield with rear
area bombing, conducted at sufficiently long range 10 preserve
secmecy of the location of the attack. No "carpet” bombing of

the enemy's lines were ordered.

Ninth United States Army, the letter ordered, "will attack
northeast at H-Hour 10 February, orossing the Roer River between
Krauthausen and Hilferth, edvancing to destroy the enemy in 1ts
zone and to selize the west bank of the Rhine River between Neuss
and Mors." In other words, the Army, after smashing across the
Roer, was to execute a vast wheeling movement to the north until .
it reached a point opposite its objectives, when it wes 1o wheel
once more to the east, completing a crooked figure S, %o come
abreast on its objective, ,

" he bulk of the work was delegated by the letter to XIII

. corps in the center, holding the 1ine from Flossdorf to Hilfarth.
~ XIII Corps, composed of the 84th and 1024 Infantry Divisione snd

the 5th Armored Division, was given elght

XIII Corps speoif ic missions. They were: (1) to re-

‘ duce Frkelenz; (2) to operate west of the
sone immediately north of the Roer to securs ani initisgl bridge-
head for XVI Corps on the left; (3) to asslst XIX Corps {on the
right) in reducing the runchen-Gladbach area; (4) to gssist XVI
corps in reducing the siegfried Line defenses In its zone; (5)
to reduce the Dulken-Viersen area; (6) to protect the left
flank of Ninth Army beyond the Munchen-Gladbach aresa; (7) to
gake Krefeld, and (8) to selze the west bank of the Rhine in
ts zZone. ;

XIX Corps, on the right, composed of the 29, 30th and 834
Infantry Divisions, bdacked by the 24 Armored Division, was 1n-
structed to: (1) proteot the right flank of Ninth Army; (2)
reduce the Munchen-Gladbech area; (3) take Neuss, end (4) szeize
the west bank of the Rhine in its zone. ! "

XVI Corps, participating in its first of fensive, was order-

~ed to: (1) make & feint in the Helinzberg area during the ¢ross-

ing by the other two corps; (2) exploit in 4its zone the bridge=
nead over the Roer River seized by the XIII and XIX corps; (3)

outflank end reduce the siegfried Line defenses fron the south "

and east; (4) eliminate enemy resistance in zone, and (5) be
prepared for further oceretions to the east. The CoTrps Was oom-
posed initielly of the 35th Infantry and 8th Armored Divisions,
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plus the British 7th Armored, attached for operational control,

The 95th inrantry Division, Ninth Army's reserve force, was
held ready for use if needed.

The letter took cognizance of the possibility that the Roer
might be flooded after the start of the operastion. "The proba-
bility that the Roer River dems may be in
The Roer . enemy hends at the time of the crossing of
5355 the Roer River," it stated, "requires a
strong initial build-up to insure the self-
surficienoy of the bridgehead during the possible flood psriod.
The flooding would inundate the Roer Valley and would interrupt
traffic for five or six days.”

Such wss the situation on 8 February, the day the British -
and Canadlans of 21 Army Group jumped off in the north to begin
their Operation Veritable. In Letter of Instructions Number 10,
Planning Directive, Headquarters Ninth United States Army, 28
January, the broad plan for Operation Veritable had been out-
lined as follows;

nFirst Canadien Army is preparing to attack southeast from

NiJmegen, with the objective of clearing the areas between the

: Rhine and the Maas as far south as the gen-

The Canadians eral line Xanten-Geldern, Target date 8

: ' February.”™ In the seme directive, Ninth

United States Army's broad part in the operation was outlined by
providing for the relief on the left of a part of the 24 British
Army in order to free the British to move north and take posi-
tion for thelr attack.

It was originally planned for the Canadiane to attack ear-

- lier than Ninth United States Army because Field Marshall Mont-

gomery was sald to anticipete heavier resistance in the north,

and the general marshiness of the terrain in that area was ex-
peoted to slow progress, It was his anticipation that, when ??
the Junoture between the two armies was effected and the west
bank of the Rhine was seized, that a orossing, Marshall Montgo-
mery hoped to press east with the object of rendering the Ruhr
industrial region useless to the Germans and perhaps orushing
the Wehrmaoht if it chose to make a stand on the flat plain
before the Weser.,

Some hint as to the planned scope of these operations is .~
contained in Letter of Instruction Number 14, Headquarters, Ninth
Army, 19 February 1945, to the commanding
Scope of general of XVI Corps. The letter said that
e operations First Army, on the left flank of Twelfth
Army Group, would eliminate enemy resistance
west of the Rhine south of Neuss to at least Cologne and would
then contain the enemy east of the Rhine and be prepared to
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force a crossing later. (The Ludendorf Bridge et Remagen at that
time had not achieved its notoriety.) keanwhile, First Canadian
Army was to complete QOperation Veritable, clearing the area be-
tween the Mesas and the Rhine as far south as the general line
Xanten-Celdern, and was then to dispose its forces for a possible
Rhine crossing in the Emmerich area and was to cross if ground
reconnaissance determined it feasible., The target date was 31
Maroh. Second British Army was to teke over the portion of the
~area cleared by First Canesdian and was to extend 1ts zone south-
ward gith the object of forcing a Rhine crossing in the Rees and
e : ‘

Xant area,

Upon completion of Operation Grenade, Ninth Army was to con-
tain the enemy from Neuss north ‘to a Junction with the Second
British Army, and was also to force a orossing in the Rhelnberg
area. The bulk of this work waes to be done by XVI Corps, which
was to assist in the securing of a bridgehead in the Wessel area
in conjunction with three airborne divisions to be dropped there.

The planning directive of Letter of Instructions Number 10
also outlined two broad plans for Ninth United States Army's
Operation Grenade, one for a repld advance and one to be employed
if resistance wes heavier, The plans in their initiel stages
woere identicel, both caslling for a orossing of the Roer and ex-
pansion of the bridgehead until it reached a general line Harff-
Garzweller-Otzenrath~-Keyenberg-Kuckum-Erkelenz=Golkrath-Ratheim-
- Oberbruck. If resistance became heavy, XIII Corps would then be
called upon to drive deep across its left flank to help XVI Corps
deal with the Slegfried Line defenses. In the event, however,
that the violence of Ninth Army's initial attack disrupted the
enemy, all phese lines were to be dropped and the attack would
be turned into a pursuit.

Ninth Army's 10 rebruary attack, however, was never to come
off, During the planning it was assumed thet the Roer dams would
be overrun by the First Army and that the chances of the enemy's
destroying them were not great. But by clever use of the key
ground features, the Germens had made the dams almost impregnable.
All roxds to them came from the east. The western spproach was
over rugged terrain. In repeated attempts the alr arm had proved
useless in oracking the dam structures, The First Army set power-

ful forces against this area in an attempt to

The Roer . take this key to all northern operations., V¥

Valley Tlood corps led the attack, and by 9 February ele-
ments had reached the major dems. This threat
- forced the enemy to destroy portions of the discharge valves of
the Schwammanuel Dam, releasing volumes of uncontrollable water,
causing the Roer River to reach its maximum flood stage and over-
flow 1ts banks along the entire Ninth Army front. The water
level rose 5 feet 2 inches between 0800 9 February and 0800 11
February, the velocity increased to 6-7 miles an hour, and the
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width averaged 400 yards, reaching 2000 yards at one point near
Linnich. Engineers contemplated at least six days of flood and

perhaps considerably more.

A hurried decision was reached to postpone the attack and
the field commanders were notified verbally. WNinth Army, poised
for its blow across the Roer, turned back %o its treining sche-
dules, and the englineer units on hend to bridge the river ploked
up their equipment and moved back from the front. Meanwhile, the
British and Canadian attack in the north ground shead, diverting

'enemy $roops which othe rwise would have been arrayed against Ninth

Army., The Roer, more then ever the Army's implacable fore, con-
tinued to rise until by the morning of 11 Februery lts wldth
averaged 400 yards, reaching 2000 yards near Linnich, and its
current raced along at a speed in excess of six miles per hour,
The thaw continued, and troops moving up to or shifting on the
front now had to contend with deep mud and roeds ruited and
torn by heavy traffie.

The delay, however, gould be no more then temporary. The
Army Engineer, on 21 February, determined that the river, though
2 still swollen, could be crossed and bridged

D Day guccessfully on 23 February. With this
E Hour knowledge, the Commending General announsed

) 23 Februery as D Day. H-Hour was set at 0330
and it was announced thet the artillery preparation for the river
orossing would last 45 minutes, '

Annex Number 1 repeasted the warning thet the enemy expected
an attack in the Aachen area, but this time added thet he knew
its general locale but not its direction, It slso stated that
the enemy was "fairly well aware" of Ninth Aprmy's general streng-

-th and disposition, and that evidence pointed to the enemy hav-

ing recently sugmented his forces with limited troops. "An at-
tack by Ninth Army,"” the annex concluded, "can expect to meet
initially and in addition to troops in the line two weak infan-
try divisions and one or two panzer divisiona."

Actually, Jjust prior to D-Day, G-2 estimated that the enemy
order of battle included elements of the 8th Parashute Division
with combat strength of 1,000 men; two Volksgrenadler divisions
totalling 6,500 men; elements of another Volksgrenadisr divi-
sion containing spproximately 4,500 men; an infantry division,
strength 5,000; and various miscellaneous units some 1,000 strong.
This gave the enemy a totsl strength of sbout 18,000 men with
19,000 immediste reserves, including two panzer divisions and 1
Pangzer Orenadier Division., Before the cempaign was concluded,
all three latter division had been met, but no unexpected units
were identified.

Annex Number 1 to Letter of Instruction Number 13 elso list-
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XVI. Corps' composition &s having changed to inolude the 35th and
79th Infentry Divislons and the 8th Armored Division with the
7th British Armored Division no longer attached for operational
gontrol.

A8 the flow from the blasted floodgates of the Schwammanuel
.pam lessened, the Roer began to recede within

The River its benks, until on the eve of D-Day it was
‘Recedes . almost back to normel. The banks, however,
had been left mershy on voth sides, and the

current still flowed swiftly, which would hinder not only the
jnitial crossing by assault voats but the englneers' bridging
opera®ions as well.

The weather continued mild for Februery, and occasional
rains helped keep the ground in the seme muddy state it had been
left by the early FebruarTy thaw.. East of the Roer the country
stretoched level and open with relatively little to hinder the
operations of tanks, but, in view of the condition of the ground,
it seemed unlikely that the armor would steal the show from the
{nfantry once the orossing was achieved, -

By D-Day, Ninth Army was deployed along the Roer from a point
just south of Inde on the right to Roermond in the north. On the
right waes XIX Corps, in the center XIII Corpse and to the left
xvI Corps, which had replaced the Britlsh XII Corps in that sec-

tor on 6 February.

In XIX Corps gnd XIII Corps, the four dlvisions whioh were
to meke the assault orossings were in 1ine. To the extrems
right in XIX Corps' zone was the 30th Infentry Division, and
to its left was the 29th, the boundary between the two divisions
lying Just south of Aldenhoven, Just below Flossdorf the 29th
tled in with the 102d Division of XIII Corps. The 84th Division
ocoupied a sector to the jeft of the 102d running from Linnich
on the right to Randerath on the left. '

At Brachelen, in the B4th's sector, the line left the river
end rand slong the high ground to its east a distences varying
up toc ceveral thousand yards. At Randerath, boundary line be-
tween XIII end XVI Corps, the 35th Division mede contact with
the 84th and ocoupied & sector running north to a point just
south of Heinsberg. The 31l4th Regiment of the 79th Division
Leld the center of XVI Corps' sector and the 8th Armored Divi-
slon held the left, making the letter the left flank unit of

Ninth Amy.

To the north of Ninth Army lay the 24 British Ammy, to the
south the First United Stetes Army.

The four divisions assaulting the Roer line had attached
special englneer units to ald the actual crossing and to erect
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bridges. The englneer groups and the divisions to which they
were attached follow:

1116th Engineer Combat Group to 30th Infantry
1104th Engineer Combat Group to 29th Infantry
1141st Engineer Combat Group to 1024 Infantry
1149th Engineer Combat Group to 84th Infantry

TEE RIVER CROSSING

At 0245 23 Febrwary, Ninth United States Army's artillery
opened,one of the heaviest artillery preparations of ths war.
All avallable weapons took part, including the infentry's mor-

tars, anti-tank and cannon companies, attach-

D Day ed tank and tank destroyer battalions, parts
H Hour of the armored divisions, division artillery

and the heavler guns of corps srtillery.
Simultaneously, at some places along the river, smoke screens
were laild by chemicel troops to screen troops moving down to the
bank, or to divert the enemy's attention to places where no cros-
sings were to be made, |

- The night was dark and overcast, although there was no rain.

At some points, small raiding parties went across the
river prior to H-Hour to establish preliminary bridghesds or to
wipe out machine gun nests covering the river, but the first
assault waves orossed at 0330 as the artillery preparation died
eway and the remeining fire shifted to points further inland.
The tactlos of orossing veried with the divisions, according to
the nature of the river and the objectives, but the initial
waves all crossed in assault boats paddled by attached engineers.
Other waves which crossed within s short time after H-Hour also
were paddled across while the divisional and attached enginsers
began work on the foot and infantry support bridges.

The comparatively light smell arms fire during the orossing
in most sectors attested to the effectiveness of the artillery,.
But from positions further back, enemy mortars fired on final
protsotive areas along the benks and in the river. This fire,
plus the mine fislds on the east bank, .caused most of the casual~-
ties in the crossing.

The river itself, still slightly higher than normal and
with & correspondingly swift current, helped ocontribute to the
natural confusion of the attack. Many boats got out of control
- and were swept downstream, while others overturned after nesr-

misses from mortars and dumped their occupants into the weler,
Nearly all the soldiers, however, wore 1life belts, and there

were few drowned, although those carried downstream were of no
use to the initial attack.
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within e few minutes the assault-waves had reached the east
, bank and were proceeding inland to reorgan-
Crossing {zetion points. DBecausse of derkness and the
completed nature of the operation thers could be no
attempt at a general coordination; after
they reorganized, the varilous vattalions moved out against pre-

viously-assigned objectives.,

A8 the troops moved inlend, enemy smaell 8TmS fire stiffened,
although it never becare heavy enough et any point to hold up
the sttack for long., Many Germans in the emplacements along the
river line had died under the shelling while others gave them~-
selves up with hardly & fight. Wost of the prisoners taken in
the first stages of the attack haed been stupefied by the artil-

lery, and someé wers openly orying.

on the Army's right, both the 30th and 29th Divisions at-
tacked with two regiments abreast., In the 30th's sector, the’
advance moved rapidly inland, and by noon had overrun several
small villages, including selgersdorf, Altenberg and Dauben-~
rath on the right and Selheusen and Kreuthausen on the left.
Resistance gsnerally was light.-

The 29th's principal objective was Julich, where the remain-
ining enemy troops made 2 determined stand. BY nightfall street-
fighting was jessening but some Germans ati11 remeined in the
city's anclent Ccitedel. One reglment and part of another wes
occupied there all dey, but the third, on the jeft, took Broich
and consolidated the ground to its east and north.

At the close of day, XIX €Corps actually held two bridgeheads,
one for each division, aince the 29th and 30th were not in con-
tact in the center.

. XITI Corps!' crossings met with equal success. The 1024 at-

tacked with two regiments at Linnich and Rurdorf, jgnoring Floss-
dorf where the marshy benks made a crossing

Tetz, impractical. Tetz, Gevenich and Glimbach,

Gevenich, sand the principal villages along the river in

GTimbach fall the sector, fell quickly, end in the after-
' noon & battalion took Boslar in the face of
the heaviest.opposition encountered by the division during the
day. The 84th attacking from just north of Linnich to a point
just north of the plested rallway bridge et Brachelen, also
achieved initial surprise and by night fall had made one of the
%eepeithpenetrations with the capture of Basl, to the east of
ovenich.

while the other two corps were crossing the river, XVI
Corps attacked to secure the last villages west of the Roer in
enemy hands. Following & preparatory vombardment of the same
duretion as those for the other two corps, ¥VI jumped-off at
E-Hour. The 35th pivision, reinforced by the 15th Cavalry
Group, moved against llght opposition to take several small
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villages on the right. Only the 314 RCT of the 79th Divlisicn
was employed because of Army's desire to retain as much of the
division as possible for use as a reserve if needed, but the
314th advanced to take three other villages on the left.

As the troops moved inland from the brldgeheads, enemy
mortar fire along the river 1ifted to some exteunt, enabling the
engineers-to begin work on the heavier bridges. Foot bridges
were in place at some points before dawn, but work on the in-
fentry support brldges took longer snd the tresdway brildges
werg to come still later, The current, which at some polnts
exceeded the theoretical maximum a support bridge could stand;
marshy bank, drifting overturned boats, and debris al combined
with enemy fire to slow the engineers' work., Wheeled traffic,
however, was c¢rossing on the support bridges by ebout noon at ..
scme places, although several bridges were knocked out by fire
or broke almost as soon as they were completed, One of the first
of the treadway bridges, et Linnich, was hit and destroyed by a
bomb Jjust as the first vehicles were sabout to cross. ' '

By the close of the day, twenty-eight infantry battalions
were across the river and the brldgehesd extended from one to
four miles inland. (asualties had been much lighter than hsd

been expected. During the night, the enemy -

Close of mounted counterattacks at several points,
firet day but there was no concerted effort to des-

troy the brldgehead, and the American lines
held firm. Ninth Army spent the -night consolidating its posi-
tions and bringing attached tanks and tank destroyers across,
and in XIX Corps' sector the 30th Division lasunched a night at-
tack wilth two regiments that cuught the enemy completely off
guard and resulted in the cepture of Hambach and Nilederzier.

On 24 February the attack continued in XIII and XIX Corps?
zones, XVI Corps spent 24 and 25 Februery cleesning out pockets
of resistance west of the Roer and preparing for a crossing on
26 February. EHilfarth, north of Brachelen, was the principal
place taken by XVI Corps on the 25th. (Generally, the atteck on
24 ¥olLruary conslisted of advances inlend and consolidating the
flanks preparatory to the start of the wheeling movement to the
north. Resistance in Julich collapsed during tke day, and the
29th wes able to strengthen its positions eround Broich snd push
cn to Stetternich, Neuhsus esnd Konigskamp. The 330th Infentry
of the 83d Division, whick had been attached to the 29th but
which had not been employed previously, wes committed on the
night of the 25 to relieve one of the 29th's regiments.

Also on 24 February, the £9th end 30th joined forces when
the 20th pushed to then northwest through the mershelling yards
which hed separated the divisions efter the crossing. The 30th
elso began to move ageinst Steinstrass and deployed on its right
in the edge of the Hambach Forest, where 1t encountered some
enemy armor, identified lester by prisoners as 2 part of the 9th -
Penzer Division,. i :
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{ 1. XITI Corps during the fighting on 24 February pushed more to

" '/the north than XIX Corps, resulting in an exposed right flank
#with which the corps hed to conted untll the Munchen-Gladbach area
;@was reached. The 1024 moved.north against light opposition to
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" selze Hottorf and Kofferen, while the 84th, which had an exposed

left flank, broadened its sector and pushed slightly to the north.
The division captured Dovern and cut the Baal-Retheim road.

The first of the armored divisions began crossing the river -
on 25 February when one combat command of the 5th Armored Divi-
sien started across Linnich, One task force, the initial sle-
ment ‘of the combat command, immediately was put Into the line
to protect the right flank of the 1024, which was belng steadily
lengthened as the infantry division swept north that day to teke
Lovenich and Katzem. :

The first combat command of the 2d Armored Division d4id not
start across untll 26 Februery, when a combat command moved to

gulich end was put in the line to hold the Tight flank of the

30th Division.

# By nightfall 25 February, the four infantry divisions in

XITII and@ XIX Corps haed firmly established thelir bridgeheads and

had carried their wheel to the north to a point where Ninth Army's
ettacking foroces lay squarely athwart the

Direction of . enemy's defenses, which were obviously de-
attack slgned to protect the Rhineland against an
shifted attack due ‘east. After 25 Februsry, it 1s

doubtful if eny enemy line exlsted in the
usual sense of the term, and what resistance vas encountered was
from scattered units attempting to slow Ninth Army's advance un-
t11 the bulk of German troops could retreat asross the river,

Germen defenses in the area consisted of individual foxholes
and fire trenches at key points and along the roads, vhich gen-
erally were peved wlth cobblestones and lined wlth trees. The
trenches, except when they were part of a perimeter defense sys-
ter, faced west, and the artillery pits in the flelds also were
desigro? to protect the guns aginst fire from the west. Nearly :
every town and city wes protected by anti-tank dltches whieh oir-
cled all but the eastern edges. '

After the initial attack had broken thelr defenses, the Ger-
mens fought in smsll groups, sometimes supported by tanks or
self-propelled guns., They made good use of the m"guts" - farm
buildings with outhouses - which dotted the aree, as well as the
patches of woods and the edges of towns., Exoept for isolaeted
instances, they made little attempt to fight in the towns, but
delayed the Americans as long as they could before they gave up
a town and withdrew to the north or east. . :

Infantry advances on 25 February resulted in the capture of
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several towns snd villages, the largest of which was Lovenich,
in the 102d's zone. The 29th Divislon took welldorf and Gusten
and cleared the Lindenberger Wald, while the 330th RCT, still
attached to the 29th, cleared Mersch and Pattern, The 30th Div-
ision advenced rapidly on its left flank to take Stelnstrass,
Rodingen end Hollen, but held up on its right, still open to
etteck from the forest area. : : :

The 84th pivision, gusrding XIII Corps' left flank until
XVI Corps could cross, made only 1imited sdvances northeast
du®ing the day. Two villeges, Hoversth and Hetzerath, in the

division zone were tsken.

XVI CORPS CROSSES

vwhile the srmor continued to cross in XIX and XIII Corps'
sectors and the infantry sttack.started to move in *ifgh gear,
¥VI Corps on 2€ Februsry moved across the Roer to begin its
task of clearing the area between the Roer and XIII Corps' left
flank. While one regiment of the 35th Divi-

VI corps : sion crossed the river at Hilfarth, making
strikes an assault there with the purpose of secur-

ing intact a stone bridge which had been
only damaged, another regiment crossed the river at Linnich end
.moved north through the S4th Division's zone to attack directly
! : north. The attack was successful slthough Doveren, the line of
g - departure for the regiment attacking norih, wes still in enemy
; . hends at 0600, H-Hour, and was the scene of a sharp engagement
before the reigment could use it as & Jump-off point. Caught
between forces attacking north end east, the Germans in the
area retreated, end the division secured the bridge intact and
pushed inland to secure Klein Gladbach and Golkrath, To the
north, the 314th alded the crossing with fire gnd g éiversion-

ary smoke screen,

i
i
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THE PURSUIT BEGINS
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Beginning 26 Februasry, all elements of XIIIT and XIX Corps
: : . began to move forward at the maximur speed the troops were :
physically able to stand, and while these two COTpS Swung wide
on the army's right, sttacking northeast toward the Rhine, XVI
Corps' push north in the zonec east of the Roer galned speed
after an initial builé-up. Poor soil conditions prevented the
armored dlvisions from playing a major part in the advence, al-
though the rosd net, except in XVI Corps' sector, was good.,

Erkelenz, one of XIII Corps' assigned obJectives, fell to

: the 102d Divislon on 26 February. The clty was only lightly

- defended. The same day XVI Corps extended its front to the north L
sbout halfway to Roermond, and gains averaging 2000 yards were B
mede by the other divisions. Numerous small towns fell with

herdly a shot fired. g



; The 84th Division drove far to the north on 27 February
/when it advanced from positions along a line west of Erkelenz to
./ cut the Roermond-Hardt road, This put the 84th the furthest

-‘i;ﬁ:north of any of Ninth ATTY's units and gave it g lengthy ex-

posed left flank and a front line facing

Rheindahlen + almost due east running from the furthest :
and VWickrath point north to the contect point with the
Fall 1204, which had attacked over & broad front

duwring the dsy to take Rheindsahlen on its
left and wickrath on its right. XIX Corps! divisions, which
hed®a total front almost twice as broad as XIIT corps, still
had not driven es far north as the latter, but during the day
pushed forward all along the line to seige Keyenberg, Holzweiler,
Immerath and Jackerath in the 2¢th's zone and Niederembt, xirch-~
herten, Hohenholz, and Konigshoven in the 30th's, This repre-
sented almost the last offensi ve operation of tre canpaign for
the 30th, because on 24 f'ebrusry the 24 Amored Division passed
through, leaving the 30th Pinched out on the right with its fur-
the st advance Just east of Grevenbroich, in First Army's zone.
The Z0th after 27 Februery guarded Ninth ATay's right flank un-
til First Army advanced sufficiently to the east,

XIX end XIII Corps' armor Wwas employed in force for the
Tirst time on 26 Yebruery and from that time on was used in-
-creesingly, despite the mud which slowed the tenkz, 0On 26 Feb-
ruary a combat command of the 5th Armored :Division assisted the
1024 Dpivision in the capture of Zrkelenz and seized seversl smsll
towns to its esst, Qn 27 February, the tanks were to pass through
the infantry agalnst Rheindahlen, but mud and stronger-than-usual
cprosition made it necessary to call for infentry supnort before
the day was through, Hardt was taeken the next day by the infan-

try while the 5th Armored remeined in corps reserve,

The 24 Armored Divison, with the 331st RCT of the 83d Divi-
sion attached to CCB, attecked with two combat commsnds on 28
February, passing ‘hrough the left Oof the 30th Division's zone,
The attdack moved rapidly northeest against

24 Armored mederate opposition, and by night one combat
elours e comnand, split into two tesk forces, had cut
" race the Rheydt-celsenkirchen-clehn-ﬂeuss bighway

et Glehn and the main highway to Neuss, The
attack had gone so swiftly during the dey that the suppording ar-
tillery found it neceéssary to leap-frog batteries end at times

to ¢lean out pockets of Gerrans beofre occupylng firing posi-
tions. ‘Two of the division's rield artillery battalion displsced

four times during the day.

The infantry edvances on 28 February in XTIT and XIX Corps!t
g8ectors were slmost as repid. The 29th Division took Rheydt
Odenkirchen ana by dark was threatening Rheydt, last barrier be-
fore the industrizl center of Munchen-Gladbach, The 84th Divi-
sion's advance brought it to within striking distence of Dulken,
while the 102d8 took Hardt, last sizeeble community before the
¢ity of viersen,
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; xXVI Corps'! gains through 23 February were comparatively

. .81ight as the corps continued to bring troops ecross the bridge-

. ‘head it hed won on the 26th. The corps, hawever, pushed slightly
to the north and maintained contact with the 84th Division on its

" [ right. \

‘ By 1 March, efter only six days of Tighting, Ninth Army weas
more than halfwey to its final objectives and opposition was
lessening as the enemy beceme more and more disorgenized, Casu-
" _alties had been fer lighter than had been expected, end the
‘morale of the troops, who reallzed their success, was high.

o

when the attack started 1 March, Neuss was endangered by
the sdvances of the 2d Armored Division the previous day. The
29th Division was poised before Munchen-Glsdbech and the 84th
and 1024 Divisions were ready to stert their attack sgelnst
the twin objectives of Dulken and Viersen, respectively. XVI
corps, its bridgeheed consolldated, prepared for its atteck
north to Venlo to link with the 24 British Army coming in be-
hind the First Cansdian Army es it drove south between the Maas

and the Rhine. : |

‘ Enemy resistance in Ninth Ammy's zone virtually collepsed
to nothing on 1 March, The 30th Division, still guerding the
right flank of XIX Corps, occupied the towns of korken and Harff
without opposition. The 83d Division, minus the regiment which
remeined attached to the 24 Armored Division,

Resistance attacked with its remaining two regiments
collapses against Neuss and by nightfall had reached

and erossed the Nord Canal. Opposition stif-
fened as the regiments neared the ocity, but the attack was con-
tinued aefter dark and elements of the division were in the west-
ern edge of Neuss by midnight., Mesnwhile, to the left, the 2d
Armored Division resumed its advance at the same speed of the
day beofre. By midafternoon, elements were establlshing e .
bridgehe ad across the Nord Cansl in the vicinlty of Eolzbutthen,
while other elements vere clearing the area between Neuss and
the Erft Ri{ver. Other task forces of the division struck norih,
capturing Schiefbahn, Willich and Osterath, across the cenal,
and bv night the furthest sdvance to the north had ocut the Kre-
feld-Neuss rosd and rail line and threatened Krefeld from the

The 29th Division completed its work 1 March when 1t sent
one regiment through Munchen-Gladbach while another cleared the
suburbs to the south and east of the city. The division, which
suffered slmost no cesuslties in teking Munchen-Gladbach, first
.arge industrial center to fell to Ninth Army, was pinched out
":’ter 1 March and remsined in en assembly area nesr Munchen-
-+adbach, ; -

\ XIII Corps on 1 ¥erch seized the remainiﬁg sizeable towns ij. B
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before Krefeld, vhich guarded the west benk of the Rhine in the
corps sector. The 1024 took viersen, which had been left vir-
tually undefended, and moved to the north of the clty to de=-
‘ploy two regiments along the Niers Cenal. The 84th took Dulken
./ and aedvanced north from there to take Suchteln and also deploy

“-mlong the cenal.

xvI Corps attacked north on 1 March, employing @ motorized
p task force of the 35th Division. The tesk foroce, composed of
/K' infentry, artillery, tanks and tank destroyers and attached
4 engineers and medical troops, passed through the remaining re-
gimants of the division at palheim end Rodgen, snd by late after-
noon had resched Venlo. Only light opposition was encountered,
for the enemy had withdrewn the bulk of his troops from the
area, The seme day, elements of the gth Armored Division, only
one combat oommand (CCB) of which wes committed in the campalgn
because of the poor roed net, conducted reconnsissance missions
to the north and east and cleared waldneil. Rosd blocks, mine
f{elds and blown bridges hindered. the tenks. Ilements of the 15th
cavalry Group entered Roermond and found it deserted. y

The drive to the north by the 35th's task forece had closed
the last portion of the Roer's banks in Ninth Amy's 2zone, which
made it unnecessary for the 314th RCT of the 73d Division to re-.
main in possition along the west bank on the left of the XVI
Corps' sector. AS 8 result, the regiment was returned to con-
trol of the division on 1 March and saw no more action during

the campalgn.

Resistance stiffened considerably in some sections of XIX
and XIII Corpse' sectors on 2 March as the German fcught to hold
open their escape routes across the Rhine. Two regiments of
the 833 Division cleared Neuss and had reached the Rhine by mid-
.afternoon. All bridges in the sreas had been blown before the
arrival of the American troops. The 834 spent the remainder of
the day mopping up in the town and surrounding territory.

Part of the 331st RCT of the 834, still atteched to the 24
Armored Division, spent ell 2 March battling ageilnst a strong
enemy counterattack which developed at Kapel-

The Rhine len, which had been the scene of a sharp
s reached battle the day before., One battalion of the

43)st was one of the first elements in Ninth
Army to reach the Rhine when it advanced from Holzheim in the
early mormning hours and crossed the Erft Canal., By 0500 the bat-
talion was on the river's bank and wes mopping up the ares. -

Further to the north, four divisions gonverged on Krefeld
and its suburbs on 2 Xarch. The boundary between XIX end XIII
corps ran to the esst of the city so thet the 24 Armored Divi-
sion, attacking on the left of XIX corps! sector, passed just
to the south and east of the city to advence on the Rhine. The
24 armored started its attack early and by 0830 had cleared )
Fischeln, immedistely to the south of Krefeld and was attacking

“SECRET\



The 1024 Division, on the right of XIrI Corps, attacked tp-
ward the Southern anq western edges of Krefeld on 2 ¥arch, 1it-

The 5tn Armorsed Division, whkich hag elded the 1024 1in the
attack on Vie rsen on 1 March, haq Sent elements 8cross the Niers
Canal late that day, #oing as far as pnrgth, On 2 Marech the one
combat commang in action oved east until it meqe contaect with
the 24 Armor ed Division and later helpeg clecn out the ares

‘ The 84th Division on 3 March sent tuwe regimente 8gainst the ;
northvest eédge of Krefelq and the Populous areg to its west, One
regiment basseqd through St. Tonis ang eéntered the ¢ity, while the
Témaining regiment_passed north to cut the Xempen-grefel g rail

tact with the Britisp advencing from the northwest, g the right
of YVI Corps, the corbat commang of the gth ATmored pasgeg through -
Kaldenkirohen, Herongen, Yenkum sng Aldekirk with little_more dif-
floeul tw than ir it hed been op 8 rcad marcgh, There weres few cagy-
alties apg the halr-a~hundred Prisoners taken haq been sager to

Corps, however, had st117 to Iake contget with the British, ang
stirrening enemy Tresistance in the Corps' zone starting'Merch 3
was an indioation of the Cermang? determination to derfeng their
Wesel bridgehead until they had Salvaged g13 the men and equip-



This situation wes pointed out in Letter of Instructions
Number 15, Headquarters, Ninth United States Army, 2 March 1945,
conf irming the verbal-instructions of the Comranding General,
The letter pointed out that forces opposing Ninth Armmy were weak
and displayed signs of di sintegration, and, further, that the
Germans had no major reinforcements in sight,

: The letter also pcinted out that the Dusseldorr bridgehead
~position had been penetrated by Ninth Army troops, and that the
bridgeheads to the north obviously centered about Duisberg and

ileselw, and were composed of standing garrisons), replacements,
and flaek units. There were virtually no fiela works south of
the Ruhr, west of the Rhine, except possibly in the waterfront
tovns, dooks and houses, but, the letter 8ald, the enemy would
probably "vigorously defend the entrance to the Ruhr, However,
if Ninth United States Army continues its vigorous advance, it
will prevent the eneny's orderly withdrawal of fiel: foroces in-
to the bridgehead positions, "

While the First Cansdian Army continued to push to the south
and ths 24 British Amny defended along the west bank of the Maas,
Ninth United States Army was Instructed to: (1) continue its at-
tack north and northeast to eliminete the enemy in the Rhine and
¥aas area from Neuss to Rheinberg, (2) seize intact tridges over
the Rhine wherever possible, (3) be prepared to assist the Cena=-
dians, and (4) be prepared to establish bridgeheeds across the
- Rhine if bridges were selzed, W%hile XIX Corps was teking Neuss
and Uerdingen, and XIIT Corps, Kempen, Krefeld, Rheinhausen end
Homberg, wiping out the enemy and seizing bridges wherever pos-
sible, xVI Corps was ordered to protect the Army's left flank,
help XIIT Corps seize the reilroad bridge at Mors ir necessary,
teke Lintfort, Rheinberg and Orsoy, and assist the Canadians to
seize '%esel and cross the Rhine, 1f possible,

Cne combat command of the 2d Amored Division attacked et
02C0 3 March through Uerdingen in an effort to clesr the appro-
&ohes to and seize the Adolph Hitler Bridge intact., fThe ensuing
fight lasted all day ss the tenkers and their grmored infantry

battled through the outskirts of Krefeld and
Attenpts to ite suburbs towerd the bridge, By nightfell,
sleze the elements had reached the north and south
AdoIph Hltler approaches to the bridge, which appeared un-
Bridre damaged, but at 2020 hours a loud explosion
’ was heard in the vicinity of the span, A

little later a groun of engineers climbeq up on the bridge, whieh

%as burning at its eastern end, and cut all the wires they oould
f%nd, but}the 8nemy managed to destroy the bridge on the morning
of 4 March, . '

Whlle one combat command battled for the bridge, another
_ from the 2d Armored on 9 March advanced to the north against
heavy opposition to selize Viertelshelde. The reserve combat
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command attempted to take Kaldenhausen on the main highway north
of Uerdingen, but wass halted by heavy fire and did not secure the
town until the next day, when it was entered without a fight,

The 2d Armored was relleved in Krefeld and along the river
in Uerdingen.on 5 March by the 1024 Division, which remainsd in
defensive positions there.

Further to the south, the 834 Division complested its mis-
slon on 3 March when it finished clearing Neuss and the area just
north of the city and between it and the Rhins. One battalion
attenBted to selze the bridge across the river on the peninsula
above the city, but found thet it had been blown some time prior
to the arrivel of the force, - i

On the extreme left of XIII Corps the 84th Division on 3
March encountered heavy resistance as it neared its objestives
of Mors and Homberg and was forced to stop short of the two
towns, Other elements of the 84th helped the 1024 clear what
little resistance remained in Xrefeld.

. The 84th, howsver, reached and cleared Mors early on 4
March and entered Homberg, where street-fighting continued the
remainder of the day. Part of the division pushed north from
Mors to reach the approaches to the Duilsberg Bridge, which like
all the others in Ninth Army's zone, had been destroyed.

' The 5th Armored Division on 4 March also encountered a good
deal of resistance but succeeded in clearing Repelen and in cut-
ting the Rheinberg-Mors Rosd. Memnwhile, the 95th Division,
brought up from Army reserve and attached to XIX Corps, passed
through the 24 Armored north of Krefeld and started the finsl
work of cleering Uerdingen. The 24 Armored, in its final day

of the campaign, cleared the zone just south of Uerdingen and
advanced to the north as far as the Arbrucks Canal. Resistance
was sporadic at all points, but heavy enocugh to slow the advance,

XIX Corps completed 1ts mission on 5 March when the 95th
Division cleared the last enemy soldiers from Uerdingen and the
areas along the Rhine north of the town,

XIX Corps XIII Corps remaining troops in ection also
mission finished thelir work when the 84th Division
completed cleaned out Homberg and Baerl and the 5th

Armored Division moved into Orsoy, thus un-
expectedly relieving XVI Corps of one of its objectives., XIX
Corps now held the river line from Neuss as far north as Uerdin-
gen, pending relisf there of the 2d Armored Division by the 1024,
while XIII Corps had closed up to the river from Uerdingen to a
point just north of Homberg,

XVI CORPS CLOSES THE GAP

While XIX end XIII Corps were closing up on the river line
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and stemping out the last resistance in the towns slong the west
bank, XVI was moving ahead in its zone in the face of steadily
inoreasing opposition. After the initial dash north to Venlo,
XVI Corps' front lay, like the others, in a northeast direction.

XVI Corps, operating principally with the 35th Division and
one combat command of the 8th Armored, attacked, starting on 3
March, with the object of making contact with the British on the
left and of ocapturing Rheinberg and any bridges still intact
aoross the river in the Wesel area. Contact with the British
was e§feoted on 3 March at a road junction just north of Geld-
ern, although the town itself was still heavily defended by the

Germans,

CCB of the 8th Armored was attached to the 35th the follow-
ing day and given the mission of moving northeast on the right
flank to clean out pockets of resistance east of Rheinberg.
Meanwhile, on 4 March, the 35th pressed northeast toward Rhein-

.berg, but some of the heaviest Germen fire of the campaign held

up the advance, and, although Kamperbruch was teken during the
day, night found the division far short of its objective, with
its left flank anchored on Issum.

The attack 5 March was more successful. While the 15th
Cavalry Group to the corps' left screensd the advance and main-
teined contact with the Canadians to the north, the 8th Armored's

.combat command moved into Lintfort and scontinusd the advance to

Rheinberg, which was taken only after a hard fight and at the
expense of heavy ocasualties. Elements of the 35th followed the
combat commend, mopping up in its wake, while others took Kampe r-
bruch, Kamp and Hogenhof. ZEnemy resistance was still determined.

The attack to clear the area before the Wesel bridges ocon-
tinued 6 March, although the 8th Armored's combat commend failed
to take part. The 35th and the combat commend hed been organiz-
ed into a single task force for the attack, but the bridge across
the canal north of Rheinberg had been blown and the tanks were
delayed for 18 hours while a new one was being constructed.

Nevertheless, the 35th gained ground on 6 March, although
progress was delayed by the'wooded terrain, being exploited to
its fullest advantage by the enemy. Several towns, among them
Sealhof, Alspray, Schmitshof and Ruhlsdorf, were teken and the
Heldecker Ley River reached.

_ By 7 March, enemy resistance had lessened until it consis-
ted of scattered pocksts of riflemen and anti-tank guns. This .-
however, was sufficient to keep XVI Corps

Resistance + from sweeping to the river line., The infan-
from scattered try of the 35th attacked ip the morning, wut
pockets were able to advance on a narrow front onlyy

‘ : a comparatively short distance and by night
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. nad reached Ossenburg. The tanks of ths 8th Armored helped in

the attesck on the town, orossing the canal over the new bridge
late in the afternoon, Ossenburg was heavily defended both on
its approaches and within the town, and it wes only partly se-

cured by the XVI Corps troops on 7 March.

The next day elements of the 35th clearsd Huck and reached
Millingen after an all-day flght. Some Germans continued to hold

‘out in Ossenburg. That night, a bitter fight in which tanks and

infagtry took part took place for the factory and mine area on
the north of the town, and the enemy, after he was driven out,
staged a strong counterattack which was beaten off. The attack
continued during the night of 8 March and the 8th Armored's tanks
succeeded in resching Little Borth.

Resistance after © March was from isolated groups only, and
on the morning of 10 March, 35th Division observers reported that
both the bridges in the corps' zone had been blown, By noon 10
Maroch the principal task foroce of the 35th and 8th Armored had
reached its principal objective, Wallach, and by nightfall, the
area northeast of Wallach to the Rbine was firmly held, The next
day, the final fire-fight of Operation Crenade took place when a
combat patrol from the 35th ococupled Fort Blucher after overcom=-
ing the small garrison remaining there.

' On 12 and 13 March, the 35th and 8th Armored Divisions were
reiiaved in XVI Corps zone by the 75th Division, ending the oper-
ations, '

The final Letter of Instruction, Number 16, published by
Ninth Army in conneotion with Operation Grenade, ceme out 8 Marsh
1945. The letter, which directed the units to contein the enemy
east of the Rhine in Army's zone, and set the target date for 24
March, was the first formal order directing that fire be placed
across the Rhine. In it, the 34th Fleld Artillery Brigade was
instructed to place "interdlctory, harassing, oounterbattery and
destructivem fires on the Ruhr-vValley. '

SUMMARY k
Tn a 16 day oampaign, Ninth United States Army hed cleared

the enemy from the Rhineland in its sector and at the close of
the operation stood along the Rhine from

29,000 PW's Neuss to Wesel, within shelling distance of
In 16 days the Ruhr industrial reglon, The enemy's

fighting capacity had been weakenad by the
loss of 29,008 prisoners, plus uncounted dead and wounded, as
well as large stocks of naterial destroyed or abandoned.

The operation had been carried through with American casu-
alties of less than 50 per cent of the estimated total. G-l had
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based its replacement needs on expected battle losses of 1,000
per day. Iin the csmpaign, Ninth Army had only 1,241 kiilled,
5,709 wounded in action, 415 missing in action and 41 thought
to be captured, for a total of 7,406, Non-battle casualties
ware equally low, totalling 3,946, :

Munchen~-Gladbach became the first of the Ruhr industrial
centers to fall to the Americans, Here, as well as in other
cities along the west bank of the Rhine, the Amerlicans for the
first time saw for themselves the efrectiveness of the Allles!
heavy bombing reids. Hardly a bullding in Munchen-Gladbach or
in Krefeld had esocaped heavy damage.

Civillens for the most part were docile and easlly aon-
trolled after they had gt over thelr initiel fright. Some
even appeared glad that the Amerlicane had arrived, Large num-
bers of lmpressed war-workers from other countries alsoc were
found, and these, after being interrogated, were sent back to
displacement aenters for eventual repatriation. Other civilien
problems were immediately teken over by military governmsnt de-
tachments. The CIC began work of uncovering any subversive ac-
tivities, particularly in uncovering eny party officials who may
have remained behind. One of the CIC's initlel tasks was to
soreen all male civilians of military age in order to weed out

the soldlers who had thrown eway thelr uniforms when they real-

ized defeat was near.
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CHAPTER VII
THE RHINE IS CROSSED

Operation Flashpoint

In an appraisal of the American forces elligned agalnst
germany, Life Magazine had said: "The Americen Ninth army is
a bright, new shiny model of an army. How good it is nobody
yet knows for certasin, It is llke & new automoblle., It comes
offean assembly line thet has produced good csrs in the past;
all its parts are sound, but the test comes when it hits the

roagd."

Ninth Army‘'s road test wes over; the campaign from the Roer
to the Rhine had demonstrated that the "model" was as good as.
any the Unlted States' military essembly line had rolled off in
the past, 'Now, thoroughly battle-wise, the Army waited on the
Rhine for the fingl blow against the remnants of the Wehrmaoht.
The previous Ninth Arry cperations had had definite goals. The
impending one had as its objeoct the final reduction of Hilter's
fighting strength. No one could foresee with certeinty how \
long that campaign would endure, nor how hard it would be,

4 The crossing of the Rhine and the immediaste campaign to
follow were named Operstion Flashpoint. WNinth Army's attack

was to be launched in coordiantion with assault

The Plens crossings by the Second British Army and air -

drceps =+ by the First allied Alrborne Army. The
dete for ths esgsauri was finelly selected as 24 March, and the
mission of establishing &nd exploiting the bridgehead was as-
signed to XVI Corps, operationasl only a month., The attack was
to be launched by the 30th Division in the Orsoy sector and by
the 79th Division in the Rheinberg sector, After the c¢rossing
had been made end the bridgehead firmly established, XIX Corps
was to pass through to wilden the zone end press the attack and ,
finally, the Army's entire welght was to be thrown against the
enemy with the addition of XIII Corps.

The weather in mid-Mareh was werm and clear, which facili-
tated the movement of supplies across the Rhineland in prepara-
tion for the attack., The speed with which Gre-
The nade had been conducted, plus the fact that an
Bulld-Un early sttack across the Rhine was contemplated,
made necessary the rapid shifting of stockpiles
from dumps in Holland to points closer to the lines. In par-
ticuler, the Engineers were faced wlith the task of shifting
huge quantlties of bridging equipment and ferry craft from the
Kaastricht area to the vicinity of the Rhine, and Urdnance had
to build up sufficient emmunition to supply the Army's guns for
the crossing and for e campalgn of incalculable length and in-

tensity,
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In the perlod between 10 March and the new D-Day, pre-
parations were extensive and conducted with all possible speed.
Yore than 1500 trucks, suguented by truck companies from ADSEC,
undertook the task of {rensporting an estimated 117,487 long
tons of Army depot stocks from rear areas to the inmediate vi-
cinity of the Rhine, 0On the Maas River, the 30th and 79th In-

fantry Divislons practiced assault crossings while the engineers

trained in bridging tectics and learned the use of 1CVPs and
I1CMs to be operated during the assault by specially assigned
Naval parties, i :

¥eamwhile, G-2 continued to gather and digest all possible
information as to the strength and composition of German forces
arrdyed on the east bank of the river. The width of the Rhinpe
and the 50 mile stretsh of front made normal

Enemy ground comtact with the enemy impossible; there-
Forces fore, radio intellligence was used extensively.

, By D-Day, intelligence sources had identified
three infantry divisions, totalling some 7,000 men, holding the
eéast bank of the Rhine. In asddition, there were identified
three Volksgrenadier divisions of 7,250 men, a parachute divi-
sion of 4,500 and Division Hemburg, 2,500 men. Other miscel-

leneous elements brought the estimated total of snemy forces

to0 23,750, and some 21,500 reserves were considered likely to
appesr, The 190th Volksgrenadler Division and the 116th Pan-
zer Division, totalling 6,500 men were later identified, but
the intelligence forecasts had been so accuraste that no unexs.
pected enemy units were discovered on the Army front until five
days after the crossing. :

Any complete defense by the Germans of the entire river
line was obviously impossible, It was equally obvious that
the Ruhr industrial ares was the richest prize in Ninth Army's
sector, and it was anticipated that the front protecting 1it,
bounded on the north by Duisburg and on the south by Dussel-
dorf, would be held in force, Since an attack in thet sector
was not contemplsted, an elaborate series of deceptive mwasures
wers undertaken to deceive the esnemy as to the aotusl site of
the crossing and thus to irmobilize large portions of his foroces.

To carry out this deception, dummy stockpiles were con-
structed in XIII Corps® zone at the same time and at the seme
speed as the real stockpiles in XVI Corpst' zone were growing.
The letter were carefully concealed, but the dunmy pilea were
left somewhat exposed-and were bombed several times, Strong
patrols were run across the river by XIIT and XIX Corps, both
as feints and to test out the enemy's strength, and et night
Engineers simulated sounds of unloading and building bridge
equipment,

Tactically, Operation Grenade had constituted a rehearsal
for the impending Operation Flashpoint, but from a physical
standpoint there were more contrasts than comparisons between
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the two. The Roer in ¥ebruary had been flood-swollen and angry
but was nowhere &as wide as the Rhine vhich was relatively plaocid.
In February the weather had been cold and the ground extremely
muddy; now spring had arrived and the banks of the Rhine were.
dry and firm. There was, too, ai operational dissimilarity;
Ninth Army had orossed the Roer two carps abreast and later had
orossed a thira corps in still another sector, while the plans
for rlashpoint called for the initial croesing of only one COTDPS
and the e stablishment of only one major bridgebead. Neverthe-
less, Army end the troops had profited from the experience galn-
ed n the fighting across the Rhineland.

The crossing

At 0100 hours, 24 Merch 1945, Ninth Army's artillery opened
an hour long preperation in XVI corps' sector. At 0200 hours,
troops of the 20th InfentTy pivision began the assault cross-
ing of the Rblne, an operation that nad been the objective of
the Allied Armies since the landing on the coast of Normandy
almost a year earlier. *

' The artillery concentration, llke everything else connec't=-
ed with Fleshpoint, was on a grand scale. A total of 1,025
artillery pleces an heavy morters took part, firlng over 65,000

rounds, &n average of over 1,000 rounds per minute. personnel

involved in the artillery phase alone numbered close to 40,000

‘menN.

The effect of this blanket of fire cennot be minimized.
Enemy communicetion lines were severed and positions were blast-
ed and destroyed. The German infantry was stunned and shaken,
but, by contrast, the American soldiers who 1istened to the
barrage vwere encouraged and grimly confident in the effective-
ness of this artillery preparation.

At 0200 hours, the 30th Diviselon attacked in its zone two
regiments sbreast. The £irst waves were cerried across in power=
ed assault boats manned by goldisra of the 115384
Assault Combat Englneer GIroup, while simultaneously, ’
grossings other englneers started construction of bridges
and still others Jabored to get the Navy's heavy
ferry craft into the water. : '

In the 79th Division's Zons, two regiments ©I0 gsed initisl-
1y, ferried by the 1148th Combat Engineers,

Roth divisions were 1ightly opposed in the first few hours.

. gnemy fire on the river was jneffectual, and there were few

casualties in the jnitiel crossing. When the troops reached
the east bank they moved out to take prearranged objectives,
and in the early hours the first line of German defenses was
completely OveTrTul.
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while the troope in the leading elements were moving on
thelr objectives, the work of getting across more men, amor
and vehicles was proceeding even easier than had been fore-
seen, The ferry system was soon in operation and bore the
traffic until the completion of severesl of the first bridges
later in the day. Only a few minor problems developed, and
there were never any interruptions serious enough to threaten
the success of the attack or slow its progress,

On the first day, all objectives were resched and more

then 2,000 prisoners were taken. The Qerman defense, hit by

e Ninth Army, The British further north and by

Enem & heavy parachute drop northesst of Wesel, dis-

ResIstance played little signs of organized resistance,
The next day, however, ss the two divisions con-
tinued to press the attack the enemy began to be increasingly
stubborn, but resistance offered was by troops far different
from those against which Ninth Army had fought in November,
Several regular divisions were encountered, but there were also
odd artillery, flak, searchlight and service units, and naval,
Luftwaffe and limited service personnel with asprinkling of
hepless members of the Volkssturm, The latter were of almost
no value to the Germen defense, for though some of them were
willing enough to fight, they were handicapped by a lack of
training and their obsolete arms,

, Galns on the first day had extended up to six miles east
of the river in the 30th's zone, and the divieion also had
crossed the Lippe Cenal snd hed joined with British Commando
unlts to the north, The 79th Division's initial gains were
from two to three miles, 0a the £5th, the 30th Infantry Divi-
sion, keeping the Lippe Canal on its left flank, moved sgainst
the town of Hunxe but did not succeed in clearing it until the
26th, The 79th Infantry Division, probing into the sensitive
Rubr industrial regilon, was eble to make only slow progress
against the heaviest resistance thus far encountered,

The Bridgehead 1s Secured

Meanwhile, the bulld-up of men and materisls on the east
bank was increasing. In less than 38 hours after the Jjump-off
the Engineers had f1ve bridges of various types copen or near-
ing completion, end this number was graduelly incressed. BRer-
rage balloons floated above the bridges and booms upstreanm
protected them from an attack by water, but only one was ever
seriously demaged by enemy actlon and that by artillery. En-
emy alir activity was at a minimum,

Even without the bridges, both the 30th and 79th Infantry
Division succeaded in erossing all nine of their infantry bate-
talions, plus some supporting elements, -by the end of the first

day, and in the succeeding days the flow of men
Men and and essential supplies mounted steadily. oOn
Haterial 26 March both the 8th Armored end the 35th In-
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fantry Divisions moved across to assembly areas
on the east bank, ‘the 75th Infantry Division, with the excep-
tion of i1ts 2%0th Regimental Combat Team which was mttached to
the 30th Infantry on the 26th, remeined for the moment on the
west bank of the river. The ?ch Infentry had the support of
the 134th Regimental Combat Team of the 35th befare the latter
division was committed to action,

A recapltulation of units across by midnight, 26 March,
demonstrates the efficiency with which the bridgehead was
bullt-up. In the three days since the attack started, XVI
Corp®& had coumpleted four bridges scross the Rhine and had on
the east bank of the river gll of the 30th, 35th, and 79th In-
fantry Divisions, the 8th Armored Division, a regiment of the
75th, one cavalry squadron, 27 field artillery battalions, 6
AAA ‘battalions, 4 tank battalions, 3 tank destroyer battalions
end a large number of supporting and service units.

A8 the 72th Division turned south into the Ruhr against
more and more tenaclous resistance, the 35th Infentry was come
mitted to sction on 27 March between tha 30th

Slow and 79th and struck to the southeast, making
" Advance gains of from one to three miles through wooded

terraln. Gelins by the 20th and 79th that day
were locel but the latter succeeded in clear Wehofen which had

resisted for two days.

On 28 March, the 8th Armored Dlvision passed through the
30th in an sttempt at e breakthrough end gained three miles
to oleer Kichellen, while the 35th gained from one to four
miles, capturing Rentfort as the principal prize. The 78th
on 28 March continued to move forward snd by the 28th was
able, despite continued enemy pressure, to close slong the
Rhine-Herne Canal,

- The 8th Armored Division meneged to reduce Dorsten and
Feldheusen on 29 March, but it was now apparent that the come
bination of heavy mine flelds and enemy fire in the divieion's
zone made any immediate breakthrough impossible,

In the mesntime, XIX Corps had ocrossed the Rhine and pess-
ed north of the Lippe Canal, vherse, on 30 March, the 24 Armor-
ed Division, followed by an almost entirely
XIX corps motorized 834 Division, attempted to bresk out
Rreaeks Qut of the bridgehead area, The tenks, moving in
four columns, pushed out to the Dortmund-Ems
Canal and succeeded in bridging and crossing it. '1he break-
through begen the next day when the armor raced 35 miles easte-
ward through scattered resistance to reach Beckun,

XIII Corps, which had also corossed earllier, leaving be-
hind temporerily some of 1ts divisions, took scontrol of the
17th Airborne Division on 31 March and opened its attack in
the direction of Munster, Its Zone lay on Armyt's north flank.
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Operation Flashpoint came to en end for XVT Corps on 31
Kerch when all finel objJectives, principally along the Rhine-
Herne Cenal, were reasched, ‘'he 8th Armored
Resunme Division moved sast for four miles but the 75th
Infentry paessed through the armored elemsnts
and pushed an edditionel four or five miles, Reslstance was
only moderate. fthe 35th Infsentry caeme up against the Rhine-
Herne Canal whlle the 79th, still meeting resistance from the
porth face of the Ruhr, meintained pressure slong the cenal.

As the month ended, there were clear indicstions thet the
moment wes at hend in which to strike a blow thet could bring
the®ar to a quick finish. One breakthrough haed been achieved;
elsewhere along the line the crust of defenses guarding the
heart of the Reich hsd been breached. The eneny was fighting
gamely but erraticelly, and it seemed evident that his forces
were becoming dally more disorganized. 3uch units as the 116th
Penzer and the 180th =nd 190th Volksgrenadler Divisions, plus
the 24 Parachute Division, defending the Ruhr, were still con-
ducting professional, alever defenses, but these units, in
most cases understrength, were insufficlent to stem for long
the tremsndous weight being thrown agalnst them., The tactical
sltuation elsewhere on the fronts made 1%t impossible for the
Germen High Command to help the units opposing Ninth irmy,. or,
in all probabllity, even to replece their losses which by the
month's end totalled approximately 1,557 killed and 9,445 taken
prisoner,
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CHAPTER VIII
THE FINAL CAVPAIGNS OF NINTH ARMY

The Plens Are Laid

The crossing of the Rhine and subsequent initial breek-
through by the 2d Armored Division sealed off the north face
of the Ruhr, and laid bare to attack the entire north German
plajpn stretohing to Berlin., By the end of March the only
question remsining was how effectively the Germans would be
able to use the few natural defenses afforded by the two re-

glions,

The plain country, low and for the most part only mo-
derately hilly, encompassed the Munster Bay, the Teutoberger-
' wald, the weser Hill country and the hills of

The North Hesse. In addition to several cenals, six mein
German rivers running in a general north-south direc-
Plaln tion presented potential obstacles to the east-

s ward edvance., These were the Weser, Lelne, In-
nerste, Oker, Aller and Elbe Rivers, The Germans could re-
sist from the larger cities of Munster, Hannover, Brunswick,
and Magdeburg, and the snow capped Harz ¥ountains, to the south,
‘offered possibilities for a prolonged defense.

~ Ninth Army made plans to utilize the XIX Corps in the
southern part and XIII Corps to make a parallel drive in the
northern pert of the pleinsland. The mission was primerily
envisioned as a fast armored drive to be assisted by motorized
infantry elements, The armor was to sweep shead as rapidly as
possible 1n a general eastern direction towsrds the capital
city of the Reich. The infantry would follow, assist in forc-
ing river crossings, reduce strong points end clear all Tear
areas, Enemy resistance was not expected in enough force to
withstend this powerful two-pronged attack. The greatest dif -
ficulties to overcome were the natural barriers obsiructing
 eastward movement, and the problem of stretohing supply lines
across such great dlstances. '

pPreseing egainst the north fece of the Ruhr, the XVI
corps was already in position for its nexi operation, Its
attempted eastern breakthrough paralleling the
The Ruhr lippe River had not been effected, -but the
. repid advance by the 24 Armored Division to
the east hed eliminated the necessity for any further east-
ward drive by the Corps. Now, it prepared to slice its way
south into the rioch industrial area. The Corps had three in-
fantry divisions with which to accomplish its mission. The
job was one for the infantry since the fleld of battle was
variously composed of rural end industrial areas which would
.haeve to be thoroughly reduced and minutely combed for suicide
strong points and desperate bands of saboteurs,
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_ As if to set the stege properly one of the most dramstic
and fortultous events of the war took place 1 April when the
2d Armored Division, explolting its initial breakthrough into
the Munster Bay area, cracked resistance of the German LXXXVI
corps along the Munster-Hamm line to make a juncture with the
3d Armored Divieion of First U.S. Army. vhis sealed the Rubhr
poecket between the Seig and Lippe Rivers and cut off German
Army Group B, composed of the Fifth ranzer and Fifteenth ~
Armies and the southern wing of the First parschute Army.
There could be no doubt that the loss of so meny troops ma-
te®ially reduced the Germans' ability to resist in the easi
end thus helped shorten the war, The Germans in the pocket,
totalling over 300,000 made desperate efforts to break out to
the esst but were not successful.

The plans were carefully leld and the trsps were repldly
closing. As the mild spring monil of April opened in the
prussisn homelend, Ninth Army troops eagerly prepared to en-
gage in thelr final Europeean battles.,

Reduction of the Ruhr Pocket

The ocampaign agelnst the Ruhr Industrial erea was expect-
ed to be e grueling drive, costly in personnel, and marked by

. house to house fighting with fanatlcal resistance. Actually

the fifteen day campalgn was much less severe than it could
have been, Although the Germans defended bitterly st many
points in the densely built-up end populated vaelley, they
fought sporatically end never made a unified stand of division

strength.

XVI Corp's dragnet eround the northern Ruhr extended from
the juncture of the Rhine River and the Rhine--
pressure from Herne Canel gs far as the 7welg Canal, thence
the North on the eastern flank to the Dortmund-Xms Canal.
Along this line the Corps had halted to regroup
and prepare for the knife-like slashes it wes to cut southward
into the heart of the Pittsburgh of Germany.

At the nmortheastern corner of the Ruar, XIX corps hed bullt-
up its forces near the juncture point with First
pressure from U,S. Army by 3 April. It was now ready to drive
the East south snd west into the pocket engeging its 8th
e ‘ Armored Division.in an aettempt et a breakthrough
and also to serve as & bulwark ageinst any efforts the Germsns
might meske to bresk out, The division's advance, at first ra-
pid, slowed as it approeched the built-up sreas, and the 95th
Division was brought in to assist,

on 4 April, the pocket was squeezed tighter when the 75th
Infantry Division bridged the por tmund-Ems Canal ané advenced
up to five miles to clear waltrop and Ickern., Meanwhile, the
95th Division jumped ascross the Lippe River and advenced west
from two to four miles, while the 8th Armored, opposed by
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tanks and infantry, drove south and viest for four miles and
made a further link-up with First U.8. Army et Ruthen.

As the Americans neared the industrial oity of Hamm 1t
Seemed likely that the Germsns would defend it in force, but
‘ ‘ the resistance encountered was far lighter than

17th A/R had been expected., on 5 April, while the at-
DIvIsIon tack gathered momentum, both corps attacking
¥orces the pooket were strengthened by the addition of

the 17th airborne Division, which haad completed
the reduction or Munster. The division was assigned to xvI
Corp and its 194th glider Infantry was attached to the XIx
Corps, where 1t was to operate on the south flank of the B8th
armored Division. "the airborne division took over the west
flank of xvI Corps and relieved rart of the 79th Infantry Div-
ision, ) ,

A8 part of XIX Corps sliced Southwest into the Ruhr, other
elements were driving eastward acroas Germany, and by 7 april
the Corps was fighting on two rronts_approzimately 180 miles
apart. To overcome the communications problems, it was de-
cided by the Corps Commander to form a task force under the

 Commanding Gensreal of the 95th Division. Task Porece Twaddle,

named for General Twaddle, consisted of that portion of the
Corps engaged in compressing the Ruhr pPocket end was instruct-
ed to work in conjunetion with xyT Corps in the operation. It
was also to establish contact with IIT Corps of First UeSs

Army, coming from the south,

Hamn and Soest had faillen to the 95thn Infantry pivision
by 6 April, while the 184th Glider infantry, orgenized into a
N subordinate task force, Faith, advanced into
Unification the wooded country on the south flank between
under , the Mohne and Ruhr Rivers, By 9 April, two
XV1 Corps deys after the formation of Task Force Twaddle,
1t was apparent thet the Germens were no longer
capable of breaking out of the pocket. XIX Corps was main-
taining two fronts so Ninth Army ordered the transfer of all
forces fighting in the kuhr pocket to xVI Corps. This uni-
fied the ocommand and permitted closer coordination in the oper-
ation. With this added power, the Corps slashed out bitterly
to defeat the énemy foroces and complete its mission,

The attack on ¢ April was the heaviest yet thrown againat
the pocket, The 17th Alrborne, which had entered the attack
the day before, continued to press forward, the 75th Infantry
advanced with three regiments abreast, and the 79th Infentry
maintainsd s slow but steady advance, Resistance was heavy on
the east but negligible in the west, with the result that the
important centers of Essen and Boochum fell 10 April to the
17th Airbdorne enad 79th Infantry, respectively, Near Unna, the
Gerrans employed a battalion of infentry end six heavy tanks
in a sharp counteratteck, but theywere not successful, The
8th Armored Division cleared Unna and was wil thdrawn the fol-
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lowing day, while Task Force Faith cleared the wooded area in
its zone and reached the Ruhr on 10 April end completed its

mission.

The réll Of Bochum, Unna and Essen left only Dortmund as

a key objective in the area. 0On 11 April the 75th Infantry

reached the outskirts of the ¢ity on the west

Dor tmund and on 12 April the 95th infentry neared it
Falls from the east. The Germsns fought furiously

at Dortmund in an attempt to maintain a bridge-
head over the Rubhr, but they were overpowered by the 9th In-
fantry, which cleared the town on the 13th., The same day, the
750 Infantry advanced to the Ruhr, leaving only two minor
pockets of resistance, which were cleared on 14 April,

With all 1its forces up to the Ruhr River, Ninth Army's
mission in clearing the Pocket was complete. on 18 April,
First Army eliminated the last resistance south of the Ruhr
River and the pocket becanme a thing of the past. It was XVI
Corps' final conmbat operstion in Europe, for until the end
of the war the corps was engaged in occupying the territory
and bringing some order out of the chaos which ground fight~
ing and air bombardment had created in the industrial region.

The Drive to the Rast

While the grinding fight 1in the industrial ares had been
in Progress, a speotacular sdvance to the east, into the heart
of the Reich, had been made by Ninth Ammy's other elements,
The breakthrough we8 markedly similar to that of the Americans
across France in the summer of 1944; 1t was, in fact, a model,
with added improvements, of the blitzkrieg fashioned by the
Germans against the Allies in 1940. The Wehrmacht, now
thoroughly broken, could stage no more than o plecemeal de-
Tense, and Army's advance was never held up for long,

The breakthrough into the Munster Bay ares by the 24 -
Armored Division on 31 March had set the stage for another
dash, On 1 April, both spe arhead armored divi-
Teutoberger~ sionas, the 24 under XIX Corps and the 5th un-
Wald der XIII Corps broke through for advances of
up to 30 miles, and by day's end the 24 Armored,
in eddition to contacting First Army, was feeling out the ep-
proaches to the wooded and mountainous Teutoberger-wald, There
the division encountered small groups of infantry, armed with
entl-tank weapons and supported by 88mm guns and a small amount
of armor, To clean them out, the 30th Infantry Division, which,
with the 834 Infantry, had been mopping up in rear ereas, ad-
venced into the Wald., By 3 April, the infantrymen had clear-
ed three passes to permit passage of the armor, ;

The 5th Armored, on the other hand, encountered no resis-
tance in its drive through the northeastern portion of the
Wald, and by the close of 2 April had reached a point north-
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east of Bielefeld. The next day, however, it was halted on
the banks of the Weser, all brid -es across which had been des-

troyed.

While the armmor raced eastward end during the pause that
took place while the 5th Arwored reconnoitered for crossing

sltes, scattered strongpoints to the rear fell

5th Armored one by one to the 84th and 1024 Infentry Divi-

at /eser sions, mopping up in the wake of XIII Corps.
River Munster, largest of these spots, was cleared

out on 2 and 3 April by the 17th Alrborne Div-
isgdon.

After routes tlirough Teutoberger-Wald had been cleared.
out by the infantry, the 24 Armored drove 32 miles on 4 April
to reach the Vleser, and the followlnz day cross-
Hildesheinm ed at three points near Hameln snd established
Falls a bridgehead four miles long and three miles
deep. From there the tenks continued east
against lessening resistence and by nightfall of 6 April were
on the west bank of the Leine River, There the Germans had
not had time to complete their demolition; the 2d Armored
seized intact four bridges across the Leine, which enabled the
division to sweep on the next day to the Innerste River. Sar-
stedt fell the suwe evening, and the 24 asrmored, which like-

.wise captured several bridges over the Innerste, moved on to

captuwe Eildesheim on 8 April. Here the divislon, on Army .
order, paused to catch its breath, regroup its forces, and
wait for the infentry to cstch up,

The 83d Infentry Division, after & steady two-dey road
march during which only scattered resistance was encountered,
reached the Weser all along its front by 7 April. It crossed
the Weser on the 8th and moved on to the Leine, where several
bridges were selzed lntect, The division halted on the Lelne

to regroup.

The 5th Armored Division encountered some unexpected re-

sistance on the Vieser on 4 and 5 April, and it was necessary
for the 84th to cross the river and establish

Ninth Army a bridgehead. Fire on the bridges was heavy
Halts on at first but slackened after the Iinfantry had
Lelne River driven forward two miles. On 8 April the 84th
Division past the thin line of Cermans guard-
ing the rliver bank, drove east for 27 miles end established a
bridgehead over tne leine River, The sasme dey the 5th Armcred
crossed the Weser by way of the XIX Corps bridgehead at Hameln.
Once across, it turned northeast again and drove into XIII
Corps' zone, meeting little resistance., On 9 April, the 5th
Armored reached the ieilne and secured orosslings, but, as was
the case with the 84th in its sector, the Germans turned and

- fought for the moment, end the crossings were opposed by air,

flak and artillery concentrations., All leading units of Ninth
ATmy were now halted along the Leine River.
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P The next day, on order of Twelfth Army Group, Ninth Army
S Tre - drove forward agein with the mission of crossing the Zlbe ana
ST securing a bridgehead.

: Up to the time of the crossing of the Weser, fighter-.
- bomber support had been furnished in quantity by aireraft of
XXIX TAC, but after orossing, support dwindleg

Alr - sharply, The advance hesd been so rapld that
Support flghter beses to the Tear could not be moved

to the east fast enough to keep pace with the
advance, and by the time the armor had neared the £lbe, fight-
ers were forced to carry belly tenks in place of bombs in or-
der to reach the leading elements, On ocecasion, aireraft were
forced to turn baock because of lack of fuel before they were
able to render ally support. Fortunately, enemy alr activity
was at & minimum and there was slight need of fighter-bomber
strikes against ground targets,

areas, the 5th Armored brook loose on the 10th agelinst light
resistance to oross the Oker, The 84th pivision vheeled into
Hannover from its eastern side on the 10th and reduced it in
one day with little trouble., On the llth, the 5th Armored re-
"8umed its dash to gain over twenty miles, with the 64th Divi-
sion following, while, to the rear, the 1024 Division mopped
Up an isolated pocket in Forst Braushof, 0n 12 April, the 5th
Armored drove 50 miles east to reach the Elbe River at ‘fan-
germund where it cleared the west bank, began to lay plans for
the orossing, em walted for the slower infantry,

The story of XIX Corps 1n those final deys is much the
same, The 2d Armored on 10 April asdvanced through the center
of the corps zone for ten to twenty miles ana seized crossings
of the.Okﬁr. The 30th Division to the north made & similap

morter and small arms fire. On the south, the 83d Division
encountered only scattered resistence and advanced twenty-two

niles,

o I On 11 April, the 24 Armored made one of the longest single-
dey drives of the campalgn when it advanced fifty-two airline
miles to reach the Elbe River at Schonebeck. Other armored
elements probed at Kagdeburg, cn the Elbe, while the 83d In-
fantry advanced twenty-one miles and olearsd Helberstadt, ‘he
30th Infantry entered Braunschwelg on the 1lth and succeeded
in clearing it by 12 April, after whiech it continued east for
thirty-three miles and seized orcssings over the Weser-glbe

Canal,
Ninth Army's only crossings of the Klbe were made on 12

April when the 834 Infentry pivision put eoross two battalions
Dear Barby in the face of bitter resistance and
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The Elbe the 24 Armored corossed near Schonsbeck late the-
River is night of 12 April,., ¥From the start, both divi-
crossed sions! bridgeheads were bitterly assalled by the

Germans, who, using the last netural barrisr be-
fore Berlin, had at last bestirred themselves to .protect their

capital.

The 834 Division's bridgehsad, however, held firm and was
graduaelly expanded until the end of the war; the 24 Armored's
suffered 'an unhappler fate. ‘The division had been instructed.
by XIX Gorps to selze & bridgehead and then essist passage
thpough it by the 30th and 834 Infentry Divisions, By daylight
13 April the division had three battalions sacross and construct-
ion of a brldge hed begun, but heavy artillery on the site made
it impossible to complete the structure. Later the same day,
elements of the 2d Armored on the east sides of the Elbe begsan
to work to the south to & new position where comstruction of
another bridge was contemplated.

On the morning of 14 ipril, the Germens began a heavy
counterattack on the bridgehesd, and, to meet the threat, =a
combat command of the 24 Armored was crossed on
-Qne Bridge-~ crder of the Corps Commander. However, the en-
head lost emy attacks were in such force that it was de-
cided to withdraw the troops in the bridgehead
and by mid-aftarnoon the 24 aprmored, protected by a small nume

" ber of eircreft, had suoceedsd in reaching the west bank of

the Elbe. ‘'rhe withdrawal was orderly end losses were light.

Tactically speaking, the loss of the northern bridgehead
was not importent, for the 834 Division's remained firm despite
persistent attascks by the Germens, The eneay's alr activity
during the periocd reached an intensity greater than any ever
before thrown ageinst Ninth Army, both from & standpoint of
the number and the varlety of tyves of aircraft, The effeo-
tiveness of the attacks was reduced, however, by the excellent
work of Ninth Army's anti-aircraft artillery. From still an-
other standpoint, loss of the northern bridgehead was unim-
portant; after the Russlsne reached Berlin there was never
any intention on the part of Ninth Army to progress further,
The end of the war was in sight. |

With the Army on the Elbe River, there remained only the
task of clearing the last cities and pockets of resistance re-
maining to the germans west of the river. Be=-
Clearing the fare this could be done, however, the enemy
rear areas forces attempted one last offensive, a pathetic
effort when compared to the greet Ardsnnes of-
fensive, but one which, ngverthelesas, penetrated the Army's
lines and caused considerable confusion in the rear areas.
Scattered German slemente, including some armor, filtered down
frorw the north in an erparent effort to join embattled Germsn

- forces cut off in the Herz Mountain erea. On 16 aApril, the

Sth Armored Division was withdreawn from its positions along
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the west bank of the Elbe and given the mission of sesling off
the penetration. The infiltrating bends were split up but held
out for four days before they were finally wiped out. Other
pockets were finally cleened up by the 102d Division and the

‘eorps cavalry group, but not before they hed caused some demage

and hsd st one time threatened to cut off XIII Corps headquar-
ters.

. Maegdeburg, large German clty on the west bank of the Elbe,
wae defended in foroce. On 17 April, XIX Corps sent the 24
Q;mored and 30th Infantry Divisions against the city after a

~ heavy preliminary attack by medium bombers. Filerce resistance

including fire of almost every description was encountered,
but the Cerman gerrison collspsed on 18 April end the city fell
to the armor and infentry asssult., '

Elsewhere in XIX Corps area, the 220th Infentry of the 35th .
Infentry Division was ettached to the 834 Infantry Division to
clear the area between the Elbe and the galle River. 'his mis-
sion was completed on 18 spril when the regiment msde Juncture
with First U.S. Army troops on the boundary between the two

- armies.

Another regiment of the 35th, the 330th, was placed under

- Corps control and given the mission of clearing the Harz Forst

area, It soon became evident, however, thet the

Harz tesk was too great for one regiment, for the
Mountains juncture of First and ¥inth U.S. srmies further

~ to the east hed cut off the Eleventh Germany
ATmy, a foree of some 50,000 men composing five bsstily im-
provised corps. As 8 resull, XIX corps sent the &8th armored
Division into the ares on 20 fpril, and nearly all resistsnce
snded tue follovinz day. ‘Ihe Germens, cut off and bewildered,
were in no position to take advantaze of the almost limitless
possibilities the area offered for defense,

on 17 April, XIII corps secured the 29th Infaentry Division
for en attack in conjunction with the Sth armored %o clear the
area oa the Army's left flank, ' plens were complsted to sweep
the west bank of the Tlbe as far ass Neuderchau. ‘he %9th gained
five miles sgainst sporadic resistance the first day of actionm,
and on 28 April the 5th airmored swept north for distsnces up to
eighteen miles and established contaot with the 24 pritish Ammy.
The infantry then swung behind the armored elements, cleared
the rear areas, and on 24 ;iprll relieved the 5 armored. The
mission was completed 25 April, whleh brought to a close large-
scale of fensive operetions by Ninth army in Furope.

‘although the ettack was at en end, small scale actions con-
tipued until the end of the wer, Patrols probed forwerd out of
¥Ix corps' bridgehesd to test enemy defenses and

Contact to meke sttempts to contact Russlan troops. On
with 30 April, Troop ¢, 128th Cavalry sguadron of the
Russians 113th Cevelry Croup, met a Russlan forese from
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the 121st Russian Division at 1330 hours. i

German troops continued to make their way acroes the Elbe
River and attempted to reach Apmerican lines. ‘the pressure
from the Russians gradually nipped the corridor in front of
Ninth U. S. Army until this sector in the heert of Prussla was
firnly sesled with american and Russian forces. While the
Ninth Army, its mission finished, weited on the banks of the -
river, the other Allied Armies pursued the disintegrating Ger-:
man Wehrmacht. Yhe forces in Italy were the first to capitu-
1ate and American Seventh Army and Fifth Army troops made fimm
Mnk ups near Innsbruck in the Austrien Tyrol, This Juncture
exploded the myth of the Austrian Redoubt ares which ostensi-~
bly could have been the last ditch defenss of the ¥ezi power, -
re events moved rapidly to a terminetion, there were two
large sreas still remesining in German hands. ¥c the north,
the Rritlish were forcing the Baltlc Sea arsa and Denmark; o
the southeast, German forces hsld out in Czechoslovakla and
parts of Austria, Both positions were untenseble, Cut off from
cent ral command, supplies, and replscements, the Germsn ATWY
was no longer a unified mllitary power eand its position was
- hopeless. . ;

In the early morning hours of 7 Nay, 1945, at Supreme

pHeadquarters, Allled Expeditionsry Forces 1n Reims, rrance,
envoys of the German Figh Command negotlated a . ;)
The a complete and unconditional surrender of all
. Turonean german forces, After this surrender was slgned <
War ®wnds in Rerlin by the Kuehrer, it wes announced con-

currently by all tkhree sllied powers, United
Stetes, krussia, and Great Britain. ‘he war in Europe official-
ly ceased at 0001 hours, 10 May 19485,

rroblems of War and Peace

aAlmost iummedlately after V-7 Day, slnth army took over

most of First asrmy's divisions end functlons after the lstter-
headquarters was stripped preparatory to its re-deployment te
“the Pacific., While mNinth Army walted end speculated, itself,
as to 1ts ultimaté disposition, it was faced with the multitude
of tasks involved in orgunizing the vast areas of Germany now
under its control. Meny other problems were posed by the sud-
den end of the war and the spectacular nature of the campalign.

For instance, in the first fifteen days of April, 158,456
prisoners of war were processed through the Ninth Army cage,
and in the latter half of the month 100,364 were

Aftermath handled. These continued to be a problem evex
of wer after the surrender, since, naturally, they

could not ve released st once, Intelllgence
sources were taxed to the limit, and CI esgents had thelr hands
full screening Wehrmacht members who had csst aside their unl-
forms and posed as clvilians or displaced persons in order to
escaepe conflinement, Other large groups, beside the civillans
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“during thig crushing

_;:%hemselves, who had to“bewiéken care of w

prisoners of war uncovered during and after the advance, and
the displaceq bersons, all of whom made an effort to start for
their homes in Oother countries as soon as

the Army's advance
released then from their enforced labor, i

ere the many allfeq

The Army's medical personnel were confronted with imme-
diate and

trying work, not so much because of Americean casual-
ties, which hag been relatively Ssmall, but because of a large

number of slek, undernourished, or, in many cases, deliberately

ners of war ang displaced persons
Saving their lives and nure

Supply was a constant problem during the campeign and even
for some time after the end of the wap, The Army's rapid ad-
vance, plus the Strain to which the Rhine bridges were con-
8tantly being Subjected, madeit necessary for truckmen to 'work
night ang day in order to bring 18c8ssary supplies of all types

to the rorwarg elements, So well did they work that 2t no time
was there even any nminor deficienocy, -

A8 for the civilians themselves, once the war ended they
Seemed for the most Part cowed and obedient, There was some
trouble from youthful fanaties, but the widely-
. ¥ilitar advertised "Werewolf"
Government pPaizn failed to make i

drawn from the divisions, soon nagd err
Zzation to serve gs a basis for the eff
the area., The tasik weas nade easier by th
and nature of the campaign had caused o}
damage to the porti

the people dig not seem in great need o
sities,

n wWas needed between g1l starf sec-
Ninth Army Hezdquarters

] ntly and Emoothly., Problems were
quickly solvea which in thne

halcyon days of w¥ort:Sam Houston
would have Seemed insurmountable. Al

Plenning, training, and operatlon reached their culmination
drive across Germany, Ninth ATMY's come

bat Operations were ended in the European Theater of Operations

and as g battle~hardened unit it looked forward to Playing otharé*
ma jor roles to effesct the

defeat of the nationts lest remsin-
ing enemy, Japan., :
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