





ions -_mfrei' crsvded"-‘up to t.he shnrea ' rmge na'vy vessels

aVe-” been 1&‘_"6::?:&#5&’:-5;5@&‘ th thls. = rhn slght.ai‘ 'th:.s great

he._wake of the battle. ‘Blrr'ned' out tanks and abandoned

h;'ere. uhell and bomb cnaters pocketed the entire area

fé,ce of the land rising behind the beach was burned and scarred. Off

i

t.o the left the ruins of a house stood out in bold relief against the\uﬁﬁy, ‘Q}.ﬂt..
- wa.lls srlashed and battered by the terrific preparatlon laid down by our lavy
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gunners. Here and there on the face of the B1¥res could be seen pﬂl—boxes

which had fallen to the pounding of our guns., Of to the rlght. a field hosnit.a.l
_Ezad besn sat up and vehlcles could be seen rolling up to the 1a.rge hOSpl’c.al :

' _-:tenta mm'keri with hﬁge red crossas. Lasulatz.es were coming m a.nd med:!.cal

" battle. .& 1arge air—strlp had heen e;laared ehind'**'” e

s:—nlorsto}dus ei‘ o ”’th'ey }' ;_;a_:iﬁihiﬁate&“ m the mt iallandingo DD

_"_a.bamt the g:.rls they }me'ur in L.werp@ul. ’I‘hey were fine hosts s aharmg their'
' amokes w:i.’th us anci wish:r_ng us well in the days to come. Tﬁ,e came to know these

::_.__.man amd amire them for the great work they were doing. As the evening rturned into
£ At"‘apnro:im’bely

;.;.:night we took of f m.tn our bed rolls and settled down ‘to sleep.

midnight a  wild clanging of bells was sounded throughout t.he ship "Genera.l '

Alarm"it Lights went on below decks and‘t.he pounding of i'ee't was heard as ‘the
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satlors made for thier ba.t.tle sta.tions.: o déck anti-aircraft gun crews

"tunlimbered th kg _pieceﬁ ani prepared to go intc act:.on. The Luftwaffe was

'.-upstaa.rs” tonight aearchmg fer our sh:.ps. .Tl'ke planes- came in low .circling

Fomh a 'July disPla.y. ”‘ha roar of the planes!

omber flying from ba;ses in Englan:l. uquareironvai"ter:”

re and crashed ‘bo Earth someuhere in the beachhead area. From the

gamelylz.mping baf!}{ tf_J ba_.se.” At nlght tha enemy returned and the alram was sound-

‘The bad weather contimued to hinder our land:i._ng and it was not unitl June
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22 that the sSea Became celm ‘enough for us“toland.” 1ST 516 made & sﬁccessfhl
land:_ng on the coast and Battery uCH, Service Battery and the Headquarters '

sect.mn of Ba.t.tery “B*’.debarked but LST 31'1 :aa una.ble to‘ ' aach due to the

Qo= JJ4420 ¥ " A




Vivilians picked ﬁhrough the

Pounding inflicted by our ‘warship's and airplanes,
rubbish trv1ng to salvage what remained of thler bellnglngs ‘o the rlght

=l of the roasi stood the walls of vahat Yas onece a church. Cver to the lei‘t was

On every post thht remamed standlng d:r.rect::.onal

nathing'- but dest:mction.

elephone

An lnIp()SSlble netwark of

arrows of varlous um.ﬁs bmstled out

‘”‘esrﬁte the fa.ct that.

%

'rum‘.ed t.he roads. ; A tapk comzandez- stood a‘b a 7

,

went to work on the Cerman

fox-holes and slit trenches.

eguipment tha.t‘ was to be' annd laymg in abardoned

va and then nrcs:t.oners were t.o be Seen belng marched back from the front llnes

&

‘or from a vlace of ha.d::.n,g sor*;ewhere behind the lines.,

The days that followd were busy ones. Colonel “‘i‘hompson made trips tou
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Division Artillery with members of his staff, returning late in the evening |

w:.th 1nstmct:.ons for the battery conzna.nders Vehicles were overhauled and a

weapons serv:.ced Equ::.pment was checked an untold number of tlmes and aJJ. _

shar‘bages Were taken on here. ‘Ihe period oi‘ wa.:.tmg was ~soon over a.nd 'bhe

battal:.on rece:r.ved orders to ga 1nuo action.

:'ﬁn the ZSﬁh‘bf 'Eu;za t.he D”iw.sion Was relleved i‘rom asszgnamﬁnt -o' the

i the status of communlcat_ons. They left 'l;he CP and went up to t.he forward OPs

- '-:m feot ffhe GP was overlooking a swanm wh:x.ch lay :Ln the center of our ass:.gned

+




e 2nd Batta.lian, 3313t Infantry Reglment. Capta:.n Fleming visited another CP
which had very limited observatmn. Ihz.s Op was at the end of a fence row
-_mterwuven m.th greenery which was changed every night in order to keep it

ha.nd ﬂlus prov:.de an excellent ca.uwnflage for tha observer. Back at

the CP Colonel 'l‘ho:@scm wa,s m a conference mth the zegmeat.al and various

ncler. These cfi‘lcers were exahanglng overlays, passing on

rmation and arraagxging fur. the rellef of the 50131: Th-e information that

_‘ vg_ere_'-qpposing a -German.paratrcop unit and that for

ffwe, Iﬁ'ﬁ.ﬁfe“ﬁe;antiﬁe ﬁhs clouds had burst and

. in turrents. ﬁe had seen m.ev:i.ea of the war m France

v o ard the veh:.cles. The schedule

e amall blackout lights on the vehicles resembled a

ysstretchlng off into the derkness. ‘'he shadowy ghosts
n hppéé by ua on either side of the read, Lt Sweet,who was
leadmg_ rliei m-vice Battem.es eclumn, noticed that he had lost the colwm and

-upcm doubling back along the road discovered that some of the trucks had gone
off of the road and were holding up the others. ‘ ‘ 4N
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- The column halted in the town of Carentan which only a short time before had
been t.he scene of bitter Pighting, _As the trucks sat along' the side of the road
we watched the doughboys marching down in double file toﬁé.r"ﬁ the front, In the

'7._'dim llght af mormn,g “we e:mld See them stra.ln under heavy loads of equlpment

Y paus:.ng ‘to rest occassmnally and then move sz,lantly un.

( reneral Macon was

;._.ere cail:mg to the me.n, remmdnng them that the anemy was' not far away and

S ai: they should proceed wz:bh cauticn. ""T?:era Was llttle ‘noise save ‘the ‘echo

'.__Qf the sold:.ersl fantst.aps clungnng en vob 'J.e‘stonad s‘breets. _'ﬂu.s town

"*bn" J.nthis beachhead. F:Lles

walls of 'Vthe ranalm.ng

gun fl:t‘e had; swept up and down,

-bamcaded w:tthln. Sudden""

G@r pcs:L;.;on ‘zl.;u:.-lea was ‘tze tvp:.cal Normandy cauntrys:.de.h b All cf the ground
.ﬁras crosspatched mto small “"1elds bordered by high hedgerows. .Here and there =
lwere ta be found battered fa.rm houseS.: The farmers' h_omes were large rambling .
affalrs w:.th cobble stoned conrtva.rds. A large Space in these buildings was
-rasarved for the huge c:Lda:z- barrels with whz.ch nost of us beca.me familiar The

‘ s__ource pf the g-lda.r Slrp_plys were the appl§ orchards tf"@t spread over most of the
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‘A‘ha‘ &f’\filians remaining in t.he combat

: :.aource oi‘ a.nnoya.nce md scrat.chmg.

pﬂled up ver thmr heads a.nd used as a sm-bonnet. "he men wore br:;.ghtly

: jep't:. busy. ; In the GP area dug—-outs

and fer’ra.re }}jxectmn cmter. 'aigvex-yane in

amids the dig ing | cmmmcatmns haﬂ to gow in, Jue to ﬁhe'fﬁ..at that mzny

mﬁch. to aur reg-?r t thev were not Jﬁy nlghti‘all of

1t

3 rwa:z'd. oﬁswvers and lla:tson oiflcers. vre switen was 1oc:ated behina the

ctmrch' a‘h Meut:.s a.nd the right swhton was Tosated 2000 yards tc the flank of 1t.
I‘he_ complete net cons:.sted of three smtchboards at the UP, a twelve drop board
at each of the switch- ~ which were loceted behind the ~ fantry Battalion CP and
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fifﬁy;fi'}e 'x'nilee of wire,

Able Battery was the fn.ret ba.ttery to fire int.o enemy terrltory. Eugene

L. Bonfigl:.o was t.he man who had the honor to pu_Ll t.he lanya.rd and Send our

ble:te-tell Beﬁween "incoming and "outgoing mall“ Ihere wera times when '

'5"mot: & ecrzmd could ’ee heard other than the wind ﬂ:rough the treea but on ot.her

‘eccasz.ons it would seem“that all hell would break louse. He kame to recognize
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tols wh::.ch sounded t.o us_ l:l.ke‘ mpm.ng'

calibur machine guns" blurted awag 1n short burstq and e

'l‘he annmm.t:mn tra:xn :Ln berv:l.ce Battery was hav:.ng a tlme of its own

: during ﬂus par:u.od

3
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I.t Sweet's men had the problem of getting the ammunition
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from the HSPS to the gun pos:.t.:.ons :Ln splte of the hazards whlch lay m t.heir A
path, I'i:. was necesscxry for the tra.:.n to move pr:t.marlly at night. as a good part |

oi‘ its path frcm the pos: 1tlon areas to Isa.gn;y— was under enemy observa.tmn.

Lieutenant Sweet made the vehmles stretch mrb amd rnake a dash ""'ax*i""it every ;

time %:he column went thrwgh Garnnﬂ;an = t.he br:.dge there Was t always
: under terrlflc firea’ lns night, they a:rrmed i;hera ":':'urst arter* e hi

been shelled and a: wresked jee.p was bemg towed

th::.ng whlch caused much cancern was When Jerr

nlg,ht. Here in the mdst of t.cms af ex;:l iv

works exploded Werhaad. In Bplta cf" _al}.

_ B&ttalions on t.he lme and the F‘irst in reserve. ; ﬁiay mved up &l.ong the roads
accompa.nled by tanlca whie’a were to be anplcyed in order to supply diroct covering

2 fire from the becond Battalm QP ridge.  We st.art.ed to hy dmrn our preparation,

supported by the .f.'iras of the 9571:.11 Field Artillery Batt.aln.on (155 How.) > at H -15
and st H-Hour our fire was lifted for the advance of t.ho infantry.r In ‘the Secand

. -
3
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s '.‘Battalion araa g‘ptaj:n F]_gndng was operating with his two obaervm, I.teutenant
"rcobbla uho nas lit.h “F" conparw and Lientane.rrb Burr of the 324th Fiald Artillery
' battalion. : In thn mm Battalion sectar Cap%ain I,y&&ght was with lﬁﬁ 11aison

¢ ‘ih.ese rounda 1azxied about

he Sccani Battalian @?. All hall broker 1ouse when the

mr!ty terrain. «_:Lieutenm Burr was hit' abem'b three
the ":Lxm of departm, which left "E" Company thout dn

‘ seat __Ie had reachaﬂ a paint s.bout 75 yards ‘from a "U® shaped
hom":whidt Iay':iu f.he awamy ‘e heavy machine gun fire had caught him and he
lw pinnad dm :ln a diteha Soon the enemy was firing heavy artillery and mortars,
Tﬂo nigh-velacity waapom fired round after round into the ridge behind the swamp,
e Tid Baktad o OB s Mider- sontEmons meiine gun fire and the men had to lay
].iﬂr.- It had besn necessary for them to get to the OP by iﬁfiltmtion. Captain
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‘Lysaght was there with Sergeant Hetriek, « 4.2 mortar mﬁ;‘fﬁ"d?ﬁdﬁ‘wea;ﬁbn’iw ,
commander and-the battalion commander with his party, ™ m&:f they Wers able to -

b

aeeinnheaarlyhms of the dawn'it was found tha'bthetroops hﬁimv&dhut‘“i

,my m yards : The aitnatiﬁn was #ery s»eriom an:L 't.hor ‘infanﬁ

-wmw

aaﬂi.df tha trmpn emt in *hhe w Mmmﬁ“ vas
over he . Bhapsi house and we imaiiately began f‘&&"&"djim’i”‘ ﬁ:fé e *‘the““' 'ﬁrst

w;em&‘ bout 1200 yard ,'_

ebamad target picked up in t.ha fbur hmn-a of ‘the ‘sttack, "We had haen ﬁ.ring
many misainas “from the map®, ahare saspected mrtar a:nd arbﬂlary piecas Were —

W ";, X v g :_}hi'mu'}l;'j E: e !‘g

beledved to be S8t mp,” T ¥ a T 7ENSEIWE AL




en the OP at the 'mird Ba.£ta1ion 'bhe men diacwed that buum were ﬂy:lng
‘:”"s%; g“*, S
me bs.ttalion 3—3 deciﬁed t.hat. t.he op party would

d"»’{mif:{%i ‘f"ﬁ:‘» 4. 2 1;.3- 5 !"5 "if’,f SO > ,‘ AL 14#‘3175 Wi .?4_:-@

e R

eir m ba.ck. 1‘be enmmm maldn,gan encircling mmmt around

_ _:'m_launchect. oow sbiuok nd in f.he reanlting battle killed and mounded

A w i e o e s

; : > Bl
a-lui» ;_,r— o G ‘4, T

scores of Germans and se.ééred the "o" snaped hme. Lisntenant Gohnle ot into

1'

tha I:umue' with' hia i:adie and remined thera for about half an ho'ur uﬁﬁn\ the

ww cam:rber-attacked in force, Ureceedod by direet fire frcm high velocity guns.
¥
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St GUETABL-PerTIMes T TOLCSY | LeCUsGey ok qTLEGH TTRE IRos pTRP asTsorik -ﬁmfef

Our doagb{:zﬂ "?i? d};i:? %IE; ckgt:o _:;g?ir *s{ @ }fz.p':?ﬁg't TH gb‘g‘t*lty ﬁg‘{}‘gﬁ 5:39

-Ishe homw. Ihe Ge::mns mved back into tha houss ard one of thm started up a
FETNTS BIRD O GOABET PUA afla GHEDeY pOmUS® RrEspEup fupld Wof TSRO

ptmmgraph uhich was inshdo Gvar 'the d:!.n of the nattla m_ the voice of Al Jolsen
e gf;@“’"&;:_ﬁ’ﬁ omeT -

‘;g.r& g e BTR IR ‘-?mﬂ-'“’ o TOASIRIL

&ompaiagfs e;simltié’s had been very severe am:l as a result the ﬁ.ghting
; S af»{wh@ ot gpe pErrLTION T ¥ CLyeLey FUS o

14"

s e . PEELOTES I

i éfficiene was reduced. I was daoided to throw “"G" Company into t.he ].u;“o °“..,Ef‘°.
L lvag s or TR O TOLE Lawn syw ;;axz*’g:":*m oy aeSTHeG SRE fpe b SWLps RONIG

left ..flank of “F" company with the mission of storming the objective, The ob:)octive
- e popel 0, w0 SR TPTAY DECPSTION £Ye TRU GIRGRASLE Fues pHITER ML LYAITL

,la;y on the Oppeaite side of the awmp about mo yards away. ‘Ihrough a sheef. of
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; : & e A s sl ot
:me m SweE nm.wm* el e B

th immf dupa-tua to f.ha nbjective. ﬂapt&in mmng Went

s T »c-«* wa«” FPESTOU UL BagaseT
u:tena:rl: nder canaiated of Serge&nt nalker ¥ uorporal ﬁally, I-rivato 'matchar and
e -‘wm - U Ui ot 3 Al o e ey e s ]

- rivato uydre!r. ‘88s began 't.o' crat:k arouna the}ii aa-‘t.hey mrkad along the road and

go gz o i = TREY
A L N

Lieutenant ‘Gender ordered the men to Rit a shailow ‘ditch nearby. On shell hit a
buﬂ.ding di:ectlrabm“whwc ihgtcher was' laying and ripped into Kis right arm and

- T
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Teg. ,«,.Wnu from the same she?l.l rippad thraugh corporal Kolly's mni:een, alYowing
the wa.ter t.o snak through his tronsers and thua: givﬁ.:g him t.ue Jmpraasinn t,hat the
S e bl he men vrerked mruy 1:1 aﬂministering ﬁrat. aid f,o ihaﬂ:.char and

Wi T ST

on -had himk back to a clea.ring at.ation for evacua:l:ion.

g iy
.J“’"' Hipos: Bk Ea - f;V. dd L2 T

_By nightfall it ‘Wap appa.rant that. ueLhad .'Lost the firat round in our battle '

mth tho Gomans. Tha enemy had been rasisting stubbornly throughmt'onr entire
at*taek and we ha-d; baan thrown back in every attempt to bresk thelr line, ®G" company
nit.hdraw undar t.h.e cewr Qf ths smoke whic.h we had 1aid_dam and att.eapts were aade

: dui-ing th‘e- ﬁay.
© without.a fight, v riohise soren sl IR
 the ground ha had taken d’nring :’dn: yea.rs af conqw‘h.

ccmi‘.er of tho

_.:1?@9 }.aam thay crossed t-he]ine uf departﬁre.
_. saliem and tharo set: “up defenaive positiomx rer the rxight. ]:ieuunant Scﬁroder
"raaq- . bit of excitment when the Germans started to throw their 88s intG-our linss,
S‘sréeant: ca.lvéy and Grain, of Ba.k&- Battery, were w:lth him mdf iﬁe‘ "thféai”iién" ran
against. a hedgercw when the pacular whine and" crash of an 88 was' heard, “ Iieutenant

.' Schrﬁdﬂr was mxrsixg and praying in four languages as he tried to dra.w his head, legs,

arms and other dangling parts into his bedy, ‘0h to be a turtlel From there on in
'-th-ey made it a point to check their entrenching tools before any other piece of *
éqnipmant. Limtanarrb Schroder ;enmbera, that all was not grim there. Even in the
darkest ments thaare were -occaaioml flashes of 11@11;. On the night of J,ly 6, ~~

Corporal Ba.cha, Pmtoll and Er:uase had constructed a small exscutive post, a small




Finally he hansma, mm

piley
4

5 head anri askad whatm wantcd Hith & sigh

ate ﬁre frem our riflemm. mia day is
emembered as a “Turkey Shoot® fer the dnﬁghbuya. B‘y 160@ they had f.f.‘eeted & small

he Gemsans.d_aeided 'bo m;ve uﬁ t.anks t.o help hold the area. it about 1700

h b e.:. la&ding elomanta of & tank éolumn which consisted of a motorcyela
2 (3 am’c a 1i@t tank. : Tvrelve L:emns, of which sig were ofticers ,had been
kxe;:'j lﬁ.lled or munded a2 a result of thia action. fThe infantry d‘ng in and pruparad

g;ia_fensiv'e positd.ona. Normal -barrages were prepared by our ;-:fre Direction Center, at
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a.bcm'b nine o'clock tuat night enemy ‘tanks were heard mmring Inko tha area and a eaIl

i T

was sent uut mr artillery. - Wurlnid fire all around the* in!antry poaition aad on
.'_tha maﬂ.s 1aad:l.ng intca it. ﬁhe anaaw tanka did mt get inta the area as"a result

.H(ﬂ‘

- af'bnt thsay ﬁiﬁi threw in same x-oumia f-ahich did

;.&}s‘«,x wwg‘ e gt 2 ‘ ‘:\m *

" KBate sbifraned Tags stretehad oirt, wkwardly '1_n a1l all di‘:%ﬁ*‘i““‘if wé’}, HFE

T m»m E T R

r i v:sr"‘ L
Ay,

the akeiatnn-af a uraeked_‘ Geman Jt}-88 was u_mashad int.o the ground, its piec

men dug in and t.he battenes were registered. S
i DO o= 1 i i S







hit their target but did not explode. Finally the tank backed out of town and the
infantry contimed their battle. We held the tow: that day but the next morning the

enezy startad 1o shell us and 11-. was necessary to uit;hdram. Sergeant Richard Hﬁler,o
ﬂeadqnartars Batt.ery Warm chcher and: Raymond Hnﬂd.ns bcnbh of Able Batt.ery, ure
- ,_coming up. the ‘road to samteny, laymg a line m ‘Liau:benant. aaose. Tha;r reaehod tixe

' ,¢rosamaﬁs nﬁmra. thay mre to naet tha lient,enant mﬂ,saaing that he m noh '{-.hera,

'ties ammg the doughboya. ‘I‘he threa mm“m :enmt«inued on under

Ihe Eattalion waa prepa.ring to mva on the 181;1: .but due to t.ha changing aituation

the 1 mvmt. was ‘temporarily postpenod. Service pattery did ot receive the ordecr uheh
pastponad ‘bha move and displaced for the new positions, - “Soeni the sounds or bat-tla |

' cams closer and closer and they coul hear German "Burp" guné' and other amali ams fire,
They arrived at the place where the (P was to have ‘bean _and discovered that there were

only tow wiremen there, ‘They were informed that, up khead, the Germans had broken

through with tanks and the battery turned around to return to its old position. ihe
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'me Germa were hard
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On the mrﬂ:!.ug of the 131‘.!1

..23-_




&

------ T L PEe B
with an an“anlt canpany, rcady to call far fire whorevea- i'b nay have baen nseded._
fhe inrantry was pinned do'an b;r heavy machine gnn fire as t.hc action progressed into
tha a.i‘tefcnoan and thc advanee ras a.Lowed d.own antain Gr:l.est, ﬂo had relieved

ey e

s 6agptain Lyaaght, and Tochnician It’onrth Gra.de Sehisler were contacted by Lieut.enant

_ l-_.-éjﬁﬁﬂﬂ& lﬁ: at- the th:b:b& ba.t.t.a.hen. ﬂae fcm- mn dug Ln« along a hsﬂgerew and set up
S miish ﬁwir ﬂm radiea. ‘ihe Gemans ‘were ras:inting Mrioualyf dztaraﬁ.ned that we %

. wam na,t admcm A_he:r cﬂlladv theﬂ‘?’f‘ _hnks

it a::ﬂ at abeut snndom hunched‘;aﬂ‘ att;ack in the hope of wd.ping ant the small grm:p.

g L.a i 'g?'

o b : -
attack m finally | ttp by machim gunxfire ﬁnm

2 bit@i' fimt, enaued and tm-,

B _our in;f.mtry Evaryﬂiﬁg uras quiet rar the fast oi’ the nigh'b hut as a pracant.ion :
| evemne *st;aod gua.rd in readiness for amther attempt-. by the enemy to break into

. thnir position. At s.bnnt ten o'clock on the mrning of the fifteenth the men mre '

| delerious with joy when elements of the 329th Infantry broke through aad Telieved them,
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: "‘hm lbcatud byan ane.uv anti—aircraft bat.tery t.here was quite a bit ef excitement,

T

camta;ltly .ﬂying inta emny m ﬁmitory
i g e s Gl

1., «.,, u

little liaison ialaﬁes, which were pn.loted

j 3taﬁ' Sargean‘b Raether.l Betwaen aight and tmlve hourts a

PR LR e 58 - ',,:-.,

ra ﬂight maée wi'r;hout. them receiving fire rrom enewy machim g\ms

g

cwmme w Fide [t v Z
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The pilot would feel the concussion of the burst as it flowered off to the side, fihe

windews of the plane would rattle and shake as the plane rolled over to avoid the
d.eedly fragments, Buring these days approﬁmtely ninty percent o.f the regiutrations
were adjnstad by the observers accmanying the pllo*hs Lioutenant Reiehert who flew

; wit:h Lieutenant. Goettke as the observer ani Liautana.nt Hicks uho ahaerved from Serge-

mt Raather'a plana mmld aqu.at. behind the pilot. sca.tming tha St seaking out

| - cub, was. m natah fer these enemy fightera a.nd B.a-ether t

emnqr installations. An enemar bat.t ery i‘iring .t'rmn a concealed position whoud be
p.wked up. ma ahsorver would lacata t.ha bat.ta:-y's pusitinn on his map and in a few
minntes he muld be radioiag in for firo. As em- ahells lamied in t.ha targqt eroa. the

; plana would c:trele and a.djnst fira untii. tha obsarvar un'b out: tha_”axclted cry,

e mmm 'mm ¥R mw Thase 1ittla plam, _utripeﬁ in

; air’ j_nvaaian 'uar pa:.nt
""7_":beizame to e i‘eared by the Garrmma as much as the ha.tod S ;

: @n t.he ninetaenth of July whi'l.a Operating in the ama__of the f.@?grdu peninsnla 3

fa Sergemt Raather aw:l Lieatqnant hicka ware att.aahed; by‘-f  ME-1C *iheirnnnraad ;

i _. 'to shaka t.ha anew planss. : As the hot hraaora !ron the German gul alaaerha

_Bmm

| kieked t.he plme wer and ro.‘L‘l.od in:tc a pawer dive. :

gxgggﬁ; fm‘ am enem;r hullet hale in the plane.‘

.'-:-ﬁmee whem a machine gun bullert came up through the seaf: heﬂ:ms aitting on and fmt

. thrcmgh the t.ep of the plane wit.hout. touching him,

fihe pilots aided the infantr;r by fly:!.ng ahead of tha:Lr advances, t.rying to
locata strongpointa and then aanding & varning back to the doughboys, If a atrong-
point was locat.ed they would fily bacic, moping low over our advancing columns, and
drop a maqsage down to them, Occasionally they would fly in shont.ing from the tind-




ving thei - hands and f,han drophng a note which had ba placed inside of
_ - came to appreciate thesm and
: : - _relied on’their

' tho nh. cubs nhen they vrent into. aa’bi@ﬁ. ﬁie men ef

tﬁe first stream in oru path. ‘At the second stream we crossed a sna].]. foot bridge




=

of the battle, i

7

haddpulled anto the samewsy us a forsasd SIVSF party wien the somy started shel-
g, ifie men jumpodfrom‘bhe Joop and nft theroa,d in an attaapttosecure the safety
 folloved was svidence that the shelLs were coming in tos ‘loss for senort;, .'
Sergeaatﬁalsanretnrmd to the Jeep and found that the Tast by dliean had landed

radin, Was trying to make

his way back to the main body of dtrops,
fields so that he would not be discovered by the enemy, ‘when he got
to the tip of the peninsula he

“e kept to the
about halfway




* L ] : -
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i v to move it. ‘He took the redio off of the vehicle in the hops of contacting

A

@ S48 gt

:.'tha battalion but cuuld find no microphone that he could mse, German machine-gunners
' epened up e.:t. bim so he abanioned the wrecked eqn:l.pmexrb and tock off foar the infantry

;battalion. ; dalfway there he met Lieutenanh Williams,. the observer from the 331st

uammn Canarv, uho m ﬁ.mng miaaiom into areas ‘where the enemy had panetrated
a hectic tr:.p he re’t.urned to the Ini‘antry Battalion CP uhere he vis:.ted‘

in search of Ga.ptain Lyeaght. ‘l‘he mthdrm'rel was completed with the

ack and'forth as bnﬂz sidea clashed t.ogethecr.

e ma forcitxg tha issm

mns_ were not wﬂl.’mg tn give way. en tha 25th of July me af t.l:m greatest

pec:!‘.icl'ea t.hat wg haﬁe ever seen unfalded heforc our eyes.; Qrening thrwgh blue '
et 8ky thousancis oi' our lmge bumbu'a cam in on tha mi.saion of blast.ing t.he

in fcmtian in the upper atrat.a ef tbe aky the

. ; Anti-airmaft
the planoa app‘mache& :their obj uctivas the enemy .’ntm batteries

arted‘; 1;0 open up on them ancl black mshroem ef smeku dottad the sky. &ha endless

elutchqa °.\,. m,e&rth qpake and billoms of duat fngged the entira ares, Pleces of iin~

tail, droppad hy the pls.nea to diarupt the accuracy of enemy Radar units, fluttered

; the poaition area. We could see one of the huge birde stagger as flack burst
mmr’ orie of its Wings. & motor had camght fire and the plane dropped from its
iiformtion Iix in an attempt to guench the fire, 'It nosed upward and then dropped

" over on one wing. As two paraiﬂtes‘ were Seen opening the plane rolled over and
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straightened out inte a dive and vanished balow the tree line, Other pla.nms were

hit and some turned and limped back while others continned on aftor regaining -
control, 'Ihe planes droned

on into t.he afternoon and the hemy pennding contlnned

nmnpm and aa.w m nra.cking Irom t.he mtal strain inﬂicted
Bodies were round laying in fax—holes and dugouta u:.l,thaut a ainglo

5 on ,_ﬁze mrniag of the

28{:11 re mrcﬁ erdured eur positiom a.nd, ronowed the e
3'_?daughhoys across. the ?ant.e H:Lver. 4 | y

. 'i:emns a:xi ﬁmarleans.  Qur, enginaers or tapiag ofi ﬁ:e minefielda on f.ho maeway '

It was not pleasa.nt I:I.th
its dead ami Sounded, its 88s and mortars, its endless days of battle, but it was .

axperience. It was experience that would take ua;*hmmh.m over . ..

 hard long trails in the days to come, We were soldiers now, xwikewwxcix veterans who -

 battle ha.rdened and such wiser in the ways of warfare.
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.could look b&ck on a job well done. We had met nitler's famous SS troops, his pangers,
and" his Lnﬁmaffe but taey were no match for us, we had besten them, e had struck

blmr a.t the cut.er dei‘unaes oi' nitler*a Burcpean fortress and had smeshed through

e “ﬂte dm - ,: gena by were days that we would never want to live

rangh again-bn‘b m they were days of wh;.ch we were very proud., 3Iexksd nistory
ad bgep_mdq and we were & vital part in it. ihe eyes of the world had been focused

us and we had kept our trust,




