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20.8.45.

In connection with the action hereinafter reported
it 1s to be noted that most of-the regiments successful
operations had hinged sround towns. The regiment was ac-
cuftomed to assembiing ir & villege. In this case they
used the town for an assembly areca end they went to the
river via theshortest route. In the Judgment of the
Regimental Commender this fact haa a conslderable bear-
ing or the opereation of 13 April.

The fighting in Barby hed been quite severe on the

night of 12 April and after Col Edwin B. Crebill talked

‘the situation over with the Commending Cereral it was de-

cided that the regiment would not attempt to cross the

Elbe until the following morning. - Both the 2d and 3d

Bus had suffered feirly heavy casualties in this brief
action, the sggregete number being 24 men and one offi-
cer killed, 35 EM wounded and 5 EM missing.

At Bivouac the regiment occupied ground roughly
elong the railroad line W of Barby. Lone of its elements
hed, as yet, progressed as far as the river bank,

Thet right the enemy pulled out completely from Bar-
by end it is presumed thet all of his forces_fled across
the river. The Burgomeister formally surrendered hhe
town at 0945 on 13 Ap;il, and vhen the Inf thereupon ad-
verced on the Elbe the engineers who were to do the

brideing moved right elong with them. In anticipetion



of this advence Lt Col Tim 0'Cook, commanding the lst Bn

mede & personal rcn of the W shore. An order had come down

from Div s to whether the regiment was to meke the cross-
[
ing. This was at the o0ld ferry site, which had already

been reconnoitered by members of the Div staff who had
flown across the Elbe in a cub plene. The lst Bn closed
on the river line by 1230, Co E going down to clear the
ferry site. The engineers, bringing thelr heavy equipment
to the-river bank at the front of the column of Inf, got
the boets into the water immediately, and within 30 minutes
the lst Bn was moving across the water. The 34 Bn on the
left and the 24 Bn on the right were in fire positious,
3d Bn Co in the ractbry building and along the river line
while Co E was covering from close to the waters edge with
its mortars et the edge of the town. The rest of 2d Bn
was in position among the buildings at Barby. As a matter
of fect the two battalions who were supposed to provide.
fire support were only Jjust engaged in setting up while
1st Bn went forwerd and they were berely set into position
when the time came for:lst Bn to deploy elong the river.

In & rough line of 54iboats with Co A on the right and
Co C on the left, the Bn front moved escross the Elbe et
1330. The Elbe is ebout 200 yards broad st this point.
Tot a single weapon opered fire on the Bn during the cross-

ing and no Germans were seen in the vicinity. . Cook led his



Bn right ihto Walternienberg, closing on thet village
by ebout 1500. By derk, two Pletoons of Tank Destroy-
ers %nd all of the AT guns of the regiment were elso
across the river. One Pl:stoon of tenks came across
thet night. (See the note further elong on Craybill.)
_ Ilow it 1s to be noted that the crossing in the
assault boats wes made 600 yards down stream from the
ferry site and between the ferry site end the railroed
bridge. This was an intentional deception which sdded
immessurably to the success of the operation. Upon
éropping the assault bosats, the engineers moved up
stream immediately and started building fhe ferries.
They had spent the morning collecting materiels for
this purpose. About 1430 or a little later, the first
ferry went into operation and before long two more
were being serviced. It was just ebout this time that
the enemy started shelling the site where the assault
bocts hed shoved off eround noontime, and they also
liberally shelled the reilroad bridge area. This shell-
ing wes mainteined partly by big guns and partly by as-
sault suns throughout remeinder of the afternoon and’
durine the hours of derkness. But the enemy did not
shell the ferry site at eny time. It hﬁd heppened thet
e German ren plare had also come across the Elbe at the

time of the assault boat crossing and had strefed the



troops, puncturirg one of fhe boats. It is believed that

this plene carried back 1nforgﬁtion ebout the eerly cross-
ing, .

£Lbout 1500 the engineers sterted rolling the bridge
materiel in. The work on the bridging did not actuelly
get under veay hovever until about 1900, erd the bridge
wes not completed until 0730 on the second dsy.

(As he brou~ht his men into the river bank for the
Inf crossing, Col Crabill had gone up end down tle line
exhorting hié men with these words: "Don't weste the
opporturity of & life time. You are on vour wey to -
BERLIN. You can cet ecross without heving & shot fired
at you. 3ut you heve to move now. Don't wait to orgen-
ize. Get going. Get over there in any shape that you
cen." It wes in this feshion thet the Br hed crossed the
river. It had proceeded without order &rd with the men
scrambling for the boets es fast es they could go. Cre-
b1ll seld thet he ectually booted some of his men in the
pents to make them go faster.)

The 2d Bn crossed the river durlng the early pert of
the right end the 34 Bn, starting its move around 2400,
was complete on the E bank of the river before dawn of
the rext day. The forces E of the river consisted of omne
Inf regimeft, three Tlatoors of Tank Destroyers (one of

which hed made the croseing with the 24 Bn) end the pletoon



Thet ol bt the £o17 w1 @

frowm the Lriize

ihe regluert's lefl veg et Flotz gtoub SE0C

‘erds to the b and wes tent back glong the reilroed

trock., The rigmt flerk turred from the soutlern ecdze

2k throush the voods ¢t 8980 and

of %elteruienhers, he
thence to the river.) 4ll of tiis courtry is perfectly
flet ernd 1ls quite vell wooded, 'end studded with swell
villege=s, At thet disterce erd from the rwositiors elong
the hrid-ehcacd rerimeter there ves precticelly no chence
for eremy observation of the bridre site.

The destroyers and “o ks were ¢l1 rut in the peri-

meter ernurd Valter ierberg cxcert for one ilatoor of

destroyers v ileh were covering the rpositions cround
Flotz. They were unsed to buck up the Int line diréctly,
coverirg the tenk eryrrocches to the Irnf positions, 211
of tie Irf coupenles vere in contact, srd =11 the bn

CI's were in walternierbers. The enemy counterettacked

four times during the first right with en Inf force of

erproxime tely Br. strength surported by en urkrnown rum=—

ber of esseult cuns. The method of seseult vas thet

sfter orly a fev rounds by the asseult gune, the Inf
would enme or in e¢nd cherge under cover of interse

machire cun fire. To wmekc the shortest emproech on



the center of the fmcricer rositions, they derloved from
out of the woods to tlie I urd i. of helteriienbers. These

etteacks were nede by tle £d Br of the Lergenzler Regt,

rhiorst Div, e speclally constituted outfit largely

commosed from OCS men, vho fousht irtelligently end per-

sietertly. OSrabill's rec mt hed Aug ir all eround the

Tericeter,
zet

At 2b-ut 2300 Co E et Flotz began to/fire from forces
which hed filtored ir or both sices of their nosition,
Tiwelly this eremy =ot irto “cusec of the villese end the
Co beger to drew fire from close up. The Co therecuvon
esked for tre artillery to he turned directly ageinst its
cwn rositiorn and the mer ~ot dovn into the besements of
the lisuses as t'is corcertration fell emong them., This
fire from two Bns of the supportirg Div ertillery effec-
tively checked the ettsck znd the eremy Inf withdrew from
Flotze.

£t welternlenberg the atteck was pressed to & point
where severel squads of the eneny got in emony the louses
of the villeze, but these were driven beck by the support-
ing fire from the destroyers avd by rifgewen vorking et
close rerge. A check of the ground or the followirg morn-
ing shtoved that five of the enemy's assault guns hcd been
destroyed. But heczuce of the darkress it vas not rossi-

ble to esteblish whetler this result hsd been obtaired by



the destroyers or by the surporting artillery fire.



Interview Number 1

Unit: 320th Inf. Regt., 834 Inf. Div.
Action:

Source: 1gt Lieutenant Willlam Stout, Ass't. B-3;
Bergeant Marion A. Knoll, Operations Sergeant;
Tec 4 Harry Curtis, Ass't. 8-2.

lpterviewer: 1gt Lt. Prank Houcek

Place and Date of Interview: Walterniemburg, Germany (DS88Z);
. 1430, 20 April 1945; 1000, 21 April 1945. T
tlans: GBGE 4416, Munster, Dortmund, Detmold, Paderborm,
Hildesheim, Halberstadt, and Magdeburg Sheets, 1:100000.
Journals: g-3 Journals, 329th Inf. Regt., April 1945.

COMMENTS

At the time of this interview, at the 329th Regimental
CP, all the men had been well rested and had had ample |

- opportunity to clean up. The CP was located on the division's

bridgehead over the Elbe River.

¥ajor Bagley, 8-3 of the regiment, referred me to his
assistant for any information needed, as he was busy at the
time. Having been introdueed to the functioming of the
4th Info & Historical Sv in Heuss, Germany, after the push
to the Rhine, they keg: notes on each day's happenings :
which were exiremely helpful, although not as detailed as
they might have been gat least partly due to the extremely
fast moving situation). When asked to recall times, or
types of resistance at different phases of the operation,
they would say that we would be able to get a more accurate
account of it from the batitalions themselves.

-




Interview with Lt. Stout, Sgt. Knoll, sSgt. Curtis, 329th.
gl

The first few days, as youyknow, were merely a move
from one assembly area to another. The 329th Infantry
cros;ed the Rhine River beginning at 1900 on 29 March
'1945, moving to an assembly ares about four miles west
of Bruckhausen (A269359¥%. ‘We again moved on the 30th
to the vieinity of Eppendorf (A565485), which was
approximately 30 meiles from our former area., At 1700 on
Si March we again moved to the vicinity of Seppenrade
(A765517). There, Task Force George, consisting of
Company I; 34 Battalion Headquarters, and the an£itank
‘company, was sent to Olfen (A755457%) four miles south
of Seppenrade. Their mission was to hold the momth
flank of the division along the Lippe Cenasl and prevent
a counterattack from developing on the regiment's
exposed right flank., The 1lst of April found us crossing
the Dortmund-Ems Canal at 0330 and moving to a point
three miles east of TLudinghausen (A798526), thence to
Ascheberg (A920548) and on to Beckum (B210510% for the
night. There, while the remainder of the regiment stayed
in Beckumj the 24 Battalion was committed on the north
side of the Lippe Canal, in the regiment's zone, The
I & R Platoon was with the 2d Battelion, and it hed}l&ttle
difficulty in Company F's area with some Germans on the
south side of the canal, but no crossing was made by
either side.
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The 1lst Battalion was relieved in Beckunm by elements
of the 95th Infantry Division and was alerted to move
between 1500 and 1600 of 3 April to relieve elements of
theg8th Armored Division north of Neuhaus (B675500%. Upon
the completion of this relief, the battalion moved into
the town against negligible resistance from a few rifle-
men. The 34 Battalion also moved to a new assembly area
in Sennelager (B678530). The 24 Battalioﬁ, heving not
yet been relieved by the 95th Division, was still on line
eiong the Lippe. It had been completely relieved and hsad
moved to Haustenbeck (B716614) by 0200, 4 spril. On the
morning of 4 April, the lst Battalion shoved off from
Neuhaus to the northeast, through Bad Lippspringe (B750545)
and on to Schlangen (B765575), where it reverted to
division reserve. About 1100, the 2d Battalion moved
from Faustenbeck to Horn (B833646) as the left assault
battallon, receiving smell arms fire from the wooded
area along the rosd. On the outskirts of Eorn, small
srms and direct ZOmm Tfire was received as resistance
stiffened, but the town hsd been cleared by 2000. The
3d Battalion (- Company I) moved across country from
Sennelage® through Schlangen at 1100 and was held up at
about.BSOGOjby Task Force Biddle, which was stopped
along the road. The battalion was then told to swing

across country to Veldrom (B830595), but tank, 20mm,
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up in Vinsebeck (B893640) in division reserve. The 1lst
Battalion, which was at Schlangen, proceeded through

Horn, passed through the 34 Battalion at Vinsebeck, and
went through Steinheim (B936640), Lothe (B975657), Hage-
dogg (B983634), Ruensiek (B990641), Brakelsiek (B985670),
and was met with small arms and tenk fire upon approaching
Schwalenberg (C007654). Shortly theresfter, the tanks took
off for the east and the town surrendered by early evening

without eny trouble. The 34 Battalion had moved to Stein-

" heim in the meantime. The 6th of April found the lst

Battalion leaving Schwalenberg, only to be held up after

‘a short advance, by a road block at €0566, Jjust west of

Rischenau (C065660), Here, infantry and antitank guns
gave a small amount of trouble. Companies A and ¢ then
continued to Elbrinxen (C045890), at which point they met
Company B, which had been sent to Brakelsiek (B985670) and
through the dense woods between there and Elbrinxen. The
battalion then continued its advance to the eést, through
Rafsiek (C057695), Sabbenhausen (C067695), Worderfeld .
(c020693), and pulled up in Vahlbruch (C105693). The I & R
Platoon had pweceeded them through this whole advance.

The 24 Battalion, which had been in Scheider (B975695),
moved to Harzberg (C007707) with a mission of clearing out
the pass through the hills and protecting the 3d Battalion

as 1t proceedeé through. After this had been accomplished,
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the 24 Battalion proceeded to assembly areas in Glas-
hgitte (B9972) and Harzberg, later moving to Lugde
(c038745). At 1500, the advance to the east was
resumed, the battalion resching Kemnade ((C221778) by
nigitfall. Gompény B was sent to Brevorde (Cl65697)
about midnight becasuse some enemy activity was noticed

there. The 34 Battalion passed through the 24 Battalion

“in the pass northeast of Scheider, moved throﬁgh Lugde,

and then advanced 36 kilometers along the north boundary
of the division to the Weser River. The river was

crossed at Grohnde (C160815), and the battalion arrived

*at Halle (C256788) at-1300. Company K was sent to

Hunzheim (¢2878) and Company I went to the east side
of Bodenwerder (C225770) where it encountered very
stiff resistance.

On the 7th of April, the 1lst Battalion cleaned out
the wooded area from Vahlbruch to the river, concentrating
on the area around Brevorde. The battalion crossed the
river later that day on two German ferrj sites near
Hehlen (C193779). The 24 Battalion (- Company E) crossed
the river in the morning and by nightfall had reached
Brunkensen (C397790). Company E attacked toward Polle
(c15868) when the enemy was sighted attempting to eross
the river there. The 34 Battalion cleared éreitenkamp
(c2477326) end continued on theEschershausen ((3172),
where Company I also returned. The bgttalion, intect,
then continued its advence to the east, having the

-5-



834 Reconnaissance Troop screening their advance to the
Leine River.

on 8 April, the 1lst Battalion crossed the Weser
Rivsr at 1000 and moved to an assembly area at Delligsen
(c418736), then to another at Alfeld (C435785), after it
had been taken by the 2d Battalion. The 24 Battalion
Jumped from Brunkensen (¢397790) at 0730 and took Warzen
(c410778), Alfeld, Eimsen ((C4380), Langenholzen (C4579),
and was on its objectives of Wrisberg (C4983), Grafelde
(€5083), Sellenstedt (¢5182), and Adenstedt (C5180) by
1600. The 3d Battalion took off from the Leine River at
,0730, and by 1600 its objective of Lemspringe (C5676) and
Harbarssen (C5379) had been reached. The Recon Troop went
on and cleared Bockenem (C6482), securing the bridge over '
the Nette River there.

The division boundary was shifted to the right on the
morning of 9 April, and the lst Battalion, which was still
in Alfeld, moved to occupy it in the¥icinity of Gehrenrode
(c5773), relieving elements of the 330th Infantry in that
sector about 1600:. The 24 Battalion was relieved by
elements of the 2d Armored Division in its area around
£5080. The 3d Battalion moved from Lamspringe to the
vicinity of Neuhof (C5878) as the left flank battalion.

The 1lst Battalion jumped off in the right sector at
0800 on 10 April, advancing from Gehrenrode against light
resistance at Goslar (C8571) and Oker ((8971) and reaching
Schlewecke (C9370). The 24 Battalion, in reserve, followed
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the 1lst by bounds and stopped for the night in Harlingerode
(C917715). The 34 Battalion jumped off from Neuhof and
met light resistance in moving to Vienenburg ((C9476).
The disposal of prisoners was the main problem for the
unf%s, and all sorts of improvised transportation had

to be devised to transport them to the PV cages. During
the advance, one platoon of the 83d Reconnaissasnce Troop
was in front of each of the lst and 3d Battelions as a
screening force. As the regiment approached the Harz
Mounteins during the morning, the I & R Platoon had to

make a reconnaissance a short distance into the mountains

.along each road passed in the advance, and an antitank

gun was pleced on each road to protect the regiment's
flank against any possible counterattack from that
direction.

The 2d Battalion attacked at 0700 on 11 April from
Harlingerode and by nightfall had cleared Bettingerode
(0955723), Stapelburg (D017710), Veckenstedt (D065712),
Langeln (D108725), Heudeber (D142717), moved through the
southern half of Halberstadt (D28@l), and teken Wegeleben
(D370705) and Harsleben (D320688), where it held up for
the night. The 34 Battalion started from Vienenburg at
0800 end swung southeast to asslst the 24 Battalion at
Halberstadt. At 1600, the.battalion moved to Groningen
(D395765), where it met heavy resistance with most of the
night being required to clear the town. The lst Battalion
went into regimental reserve and followed the 24 Battalion

s



all day, after having cleared out the woods near
Schlewecke on the regiment's right flank. It spent
the night in Halberstadt.
¢ The instructions to the 34 Battalion for 12 April
were to move straight through to the £lbe River as fast
as possible, without bothering to clean out the sector
thoroughly. The 1lst Battalion followed along behind to
attend to the cleaning up operation. The 3d Battalion
was bo seize the reilroad bridge at Barby (p8582) end
cross the river if possible. However, after having had
'only light resistence all the day, the battalion ren
hinto a tough defense line at the outskirts of Barby in
the middle of the afternoon, and by nightfall it had
only been able to gain a foothold in the outskirts of
the town, The enemy'employed mortars, panzerfaust fire,
and small arms to good advantage to hold off the
battalion there. The railroad bridge was blown up at
1945. The 24 Battalion took the right sector of the
regiment.and moved off from Wegeleben early in the
morning, meeting light resispance in its advence 'to
the river. One company was then sent north to help the
3d Battalion at Barby, but was unable to enter the town
that night. The 1lst Battelion spent the night in Gravpak (22483
(r’e\'respen—(DBTS-l) emi-Grosse-Mublingen (57586)) in

regimental Treserve.
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Barly in the morning of 13 April, the burgermeister
of Barby sent word to the 34d Battalion that the troops
had left the town and that it would surrender at 0945,
and at that time the 2d and 3d Battalions botk moved
in® the town, closely followed by the lst. The 1st
Battalion then proceeded to cross the river in assault
boats at 1330; the operation was "just like a Sunday
afternoon picnic," with no fire of any kind being received
at the time. The town of Walternienburg (DBBBZ) was soon
taken, with only slight resistance of small arms and a
little self-propelled gun fire. At 1500, the 24 Battalion
-followed the 1lst across the river, advancing to Walter-
nienburg and then swinging north to Flotz (D8784). The
.5d Battalion was at that time being held in reserve in
Barby. The battalion crossed the river between midnight
and dawn of 14 April, however, because of a rather strong
counterattack against the elements which were already
across. One of the four enemy counterattacks was an
aftempt to eﬁulate the American marching fire technique,
but the enemy was mowed - down and the attack completely
broken up.

Plans were made to continue the‘attack at 1600 of
14 April, but this was called off, probably because of
the elimination-of the 24 Armored Divisiont's bridgehead
to the north. During the evening, Combat Command R of
the 2d Armored Division crossed our bridge and took.over
the left sector of the bridgehead. There were no other

position changes. .
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An attack was launched at 0930 on 15 April by the
regiment, for thé purpose of enlarging the bridgehead
area. The lst Battalion, on the right, moved six or
seven kilome;ers, occupying Nutha (D9382), while the 3d
Bat!alion passed through the 2d, on the left, and advanced
to a line roughly even with the 1st Battalion. The 1lst
Battalion met resistance from dug indAnfantry and self
propelled guns in its advance through the woods between
AWalﬁerneinburg and Nutha., The 2d Battalion was held in
reserve in Welternienburg at that time. The situation
has remained comparatively stationary since that time,
with only slight changes in the boundaries.

Generally speaking, there was practically no resis-
tance in most of the towns captured by the regiment.
However, several hard fights were encountered, and there
the resistance might well be termed fanatical. Usually,
the taking of a town required nofmwore than sevgral bursts
of .50 caliber machine gun fire, or at best a couple of rounds
of tank fire. Resistance, when there was any, practically
always consisted of small arms fire and panzerfausts, with
an occasional self propelled gun thrown in. The operation
was hsrd on the men because tﬁere was very little organic
transportation and it was often necessary ﬁo pile 20 or 30
men on a tank or tank destroyer and make long runs lasting
all day. The# when a town was reached where they could
stop for the night, 1t often took till midnight to get it
cleaned up. As the men had to get up very early each

morning to prepare for the next day's advance, they got
=10~



vary little rest most of the way here.
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Interview Number 2

Unit: 1st Battalion, 529th Infantry.
Action;

Source: Captain Dennis E. ﬂer‘m’.ck’s, B=3.

Miterviewer: 1gt Lt Frank Houcek

Place and Date of Interview: Nutha, Germany (139482);_
. 1100, 28 April 1945, :
ilans: @SGS 4416; Detmold, Paderborn, Hildesheim,
Halberstadt, and Uagdsburg Sheets, L:100000.
Journals: None used in interview.

COMNE y1g  ~

Although offensive operations had ceased Tor better
-vhan & veek and everyons had anple time in which wo
recuperave from thelr trying dash, Captain Henricks
8%ulll appeared slightly weary and unable To make
exact sitatements. This, on the other hand, mignt nave
 been caused by unknown circumstances.



Interview with Captain Hendricks, S-3, lst Bn., 329th Inf.

On 3 April, the 1lst Battalion took over the sector
held by elements of the 8th Armored Division around
Padewborn (B7047) about 1800 and had advanced to and
taken Neuhaus (B675500) about 30 minutes later. As there
was a rumor afoot that 200 88 troops and some tanks were
going to counterattack the town that night, the battalion
set up a perimeter defense there, but this attack did not
c'oxng off. The next morning, the battalion was given the .
mission of clearing the woods from Neuhaus to Bad
Lippspringe (B750545) along the north side of the road.

. A considereble supply of ammunition and food were found

there, and from 80 to 90 prisoners were taken without
mach trouble. Company A did this job, while Company B

swept two other woods in the same area. The two companies

also found two intact enemy tanks, and these were destroyed

on the spot. Company C went up the main road to Bad
Lippspringe on the tanks which were attached to it.

After arriving there in the afternoon of 4 April, the
battalion moved on to Kohlstadt (B7859) in division
reserve. ‘ _

On the morning of 5 April, Company B went to Horn

(B833646), with the rest of the battalion following about
noon. There, the battalion took over the 2dt Battalion's

1



sector and Company C went on tanks to Steinheim (B936640)
with Companies A and B following behind on trucks. At
Steimheim, Company C ran into the rear of Task Force
Ritchie at the edge of town and was held up there until
the task force had taken the town. However, at Lothe
(B9’7065'?’) Task Force Ritchie was held up by tank fire
from the front, so the battalion swung to the right and
occupied Hagedorn (B985654) and started from there to
Schwalenburg (CO07654). It got to Ruensiek (B990641)
but started getting tank fire from the ridge over
Schwalenburg. The valley between Ruensiek and Schwalen-
'burg was flat, with a steep cliff along the right slde
of the road. When the battalion commenced. shelling the
town and the supposed position of the tank with white
phosphorus, a nunber of buildings, including a barn on
the left side of the road in the valley, were set on
fire, lighting up the neigh'bbrhood after dark. The
battalion could not cross the valley on the right,
however, because of enemy infantry sttting on top of the
cliff with panzerfausts. However, t.he tank and infan-
trymen pulled out of the area before dawn and the
battalion moved into Schwalenburg easily on the morning
of 6 April. Company B then moved through Elbrinxen
(C045690) and started to clear the wooded hill to the
west of the town, at C0268. Task Force Ritchie went

=



through the pass between /Schwalenburg and Elbrinxen

but ran into antitank, 20mm and small arms fire from a
road block at the east end of the pass (C0566). The
battalion, behind the task force, tried to move up over
the®hill .on the left to Elbrinxen but was unable to Tind
the supposed path through the woods and was forced to
return to the main road. 'ask Force Ritchie had by

that time received word to pull back, but the battalion
commander got Golonel Ritchie to wait until 1t had passed
th;*ough and gone on past the road block. Company C,
riding on tanks, Vmanaged to get around the corner and
headed toward Elbrinxen, but a tank commenced firing

on the road from the cliff to the right and considerable
small arms fire was also received from the position
(00667), which prevented the rest of the battalion from
using that route. The rest of the battalion swung
around the hill to the north and came into Elbrinxen.
Company B had meanwhile finished clearing off the hill
and had passed through Elbrinxen and gone on 4o Ratsiek
(C057695). Company C followed them there and finally
the rest of the battalion also caught up with them at
Ratsiek. Company C, with the tanks, then proceeded to
pass through Sabenhausen (C067695), Worderfeld (0(590695)
and Vahlbruch (Cl05693) that evening with 1ittle

-



Interview Number 3

Unit: 24 Battalion, 329th Infantry Regiment.
Action:

Source: ' Lieutenant Golonel Granville A. Bharpe, Commanding
Officer; Captain Antonio J. Gaudio, 8-3; lst Lieutenant

Samuel T. Hastings, 8-2.
I®terviewer: 1gt Lieutenant Frank Houcek.

Place and Dete of Interview: Walbternmiemburg, Germany (D8882),

. 1100, 23 April 1945,

ilans: @8GS 4416; Detmold, Paderborm, Hildesheim,
Halberstadt, and Magdeburg Sheets, 1:100000.

Journals: None used in interview.

COI‘-‘.MENTS
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Interview with Lieutenant Colonel Sba‘rpe, Captain Gaudio,
Lieutenant Hastings, 2d Battalion, 329th Infantry.
The first fight the battalion engaged in during
the push occurred during the clearing of the pass
thr;ugh the wooded hills between Kohlstadt (B7859) and
Horn (B833546). The movements of the battalion prior
to that engagement, which took place on 4 April,
consisted only of moving from one assenmbly area to
another. In the pass, an enemy lieutenant colonel and
59 men, many of whom were Lufitwaffe personnel, defended
the pass from the steep hills on each side of the road
‘as it led into the hills. They employed panzerfausts,
small arms, and one 20mm flak gun in defending two road
‘oloqks which had been constructed in the pass. After
these road blocks had been broken through, the battalion
advanced through the pass with foot patrols scouting to
the front and the rest of the men foilowing on tanks
and tank destroyers. Major General Kryssing was
captured by Company E on a hill just outside of Horn,
which town was cleared by about 2800 in the evening.
Out of the reported 160 men who had been brought in .
from Paderborn (B705473) for the defense of Horn, 146
were taken prisoner at that time. There were some young

and fanatical enemy troops defending from the steep

i



slopes along the road leading into Horn and it was
necessary to kill them before the town could be entered.
The resistance they put up might be termed fanatical,
buy a little tank fire soon induced that part of the
garrison in Horn itself to surrender. No artillery
fire was received during the operation.

Task Force Ritchie passed through the battalion
at Horn on ‘the morning of 5 April, and at 1100 the
battalion commenced following the task force. Company
G was attached to the task force itself, and when the
force got to Schieder (B975695) toward evening, it
proceeded to wade head on into a road block defended
with small arms and panzerfausts. "There shbuld.n't
have been a fight, but the task force had made no
reconnalssance,” was the opinion expressed. After the
road block hé.d been encountered, Company G and the
elements of the task force pulled back and the town
was shelled by the tanks and tank destroyers. Company
F was sent around to the right and, with Company G, moved
into the town. It was oleaned out that night, with the
taking of 151 prisoners. Company F, which had to be
shuttled along in the kitchen trucks because of a lack

of any other transportation, got to Schieder later

that evening.
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More stragglers were picked up in Schieder on the
morning of 6 April, and before the battalion moved on
to the east Companies E and B were sent to secure the
high ground east of the town 80 as to prevent any enemy
at#ack from the flankg during the advance. This was
easily accomplished and Task Force Ritchie passed on
through with the rest of the 2d Battalion after it.
"That was really the beginning of the rat race, for
that seemed to be the.last organized resistance," said
Captain Gaudio. A semblance of a stand was made at
B‘odenwerd.er (02267'70), which the battalion reached on
:the night of the 6th. Tagk Force Ritchie hit another
road block at the outskirts of the town and stopped,
but Company F hit the enemy from the left and Company @
in the center; resistance in that part of the town on
the west bank of the Weser Ri-ver was soon crushed. The
enemy as usual employed small arms and panzerfausts in
his defensive efforts.

On the morning of 7 April, Company F moved to
Grohnde (C158815) and crossed the. Weser on the 2d
Armordd Division's bridge there. The rest of the
battalion crossed the river on bridges and ferry sites
in the vieinity of Hehlen (0193’7’79), and the battalion
then advanced through the hills to the east, through

.



Duingen (C350805) and to within about three miles of
Alfeld (C4378) that evening. During this move, 199
prisoners were taken by the battalion. According to
Capjain Gaudio, "They couldn't believe we were moving
so fast. They didn't have the personnel. They had
road blocks in preparation to be put up, but they were
not finished. Nearly all of them were quite surprised."

In the morning of 8 April, Company F took over the
high ground overlooking Alfeld, :!'.n preparation for a
fight, but the town was taken "without a shot being
fired." The town netted 146 priéoners, plus a syn'bheﬁc

“0il plant and a Luftwaffe sparei parts factory. The
evening of 8 April found the battalion at Almstedt
(05384) and on the division's "no advance line'.
Patrols were sent out to the northeast and elemsnts of
the 24 Armored Division were contacted at 1700. The
battalion remainea at those positions, with the CP at
Adenstedt (C5180) on 9 April, awaiting further orders.

The battalion followed the 3d Battalion in its
advance to Goélar (c8571) on 10 April, then moved to
Harlingerode (C9271), where it ook 32 prisoners in
clearing the town after dark.

"phe whdle thing was the speed of ite It was a
question of how far you could go while it was still
light, for they were completely disorganized," said
Captain Gaudio.
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11 April found the 2d Battalion helping the 34
Battalion clear out Halberstadt (D28713. There was
some small arms fire at Halberstadt, but it was all
disorganized and easily crushed. The battalion moved
on.through the town to Wegeleben (D370705) that evening,
with no opposition whatsoever being offered by the enemy.
412 prisoners were taken between Halberstadt and Wegeleben.

On 12 April, the battalion adganced to the Elbe
River south of Barby (D8582) against praétically no
resistancé, then sent Company G and one platoon of
the 643d Recon Troop toward the southwest edge of Barby.
The town was strongly defended, with regﬁlar soldiers
* plus Volkssturﬁ,’wounded troops, and civilians all
helping to hold a line along the west edge of town.
This was the only place during the entire advance that
the enemy employed artillery in bis defense, but here
mortars, automatic weapons, panzerfausts, and antitank
guns were all used with good effect. The reconnaissance
party was allowed to get almost to the edge of town,
then was anbushed and forced back. It was decided to
lay a smoke screen over the south and west sides of towm,
then to run the tanks and tank destroyers up and give it
a working over. This was done, and under cover of this

fire Company G was able to get a foothold on two
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puildings in the western edge of town. They were
unable to advance further into the town that night
because several nearby houses caught on fire and 1lit
ua) +he whole neighborhood, so that no one could even
gtick his head around a corner without having every-
thing cut loose at him. During the night, a German plane
came over and managed to hit one of the two buildings
occupied by Company G and part of Company F (which

had also gotten into the two housles) with a bonb,
“put little damage was done. About 0300, 13 April,

the heavy firing eased off, and in the morning the &
burgermeister surrendered the town. There was no
resistance when the two battalions walked in around
0945, but the troops which had occupied the town (from
400 to 500, probably) had left and the railroad bridge
across the river had been blown up.
The 24 Battalion crossed the river after the

15t Battalion in the aftermoon of the 13th and dug in
along the road from Walterniemburg (p885823) fto Flotz
(p8sos48). During the night, the Germans made repeated
fanatical counterattacks against the battalion's sector
of the bridgehead with infantry, tanks, gelf-propelled
guns, and mpr'bars. Our machine guns held off the

infantry, and the armor was kept away by almost constant
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firing of our antitank gﬁns. The attacks were finally
driven off for good on the morning of the 1l4th. It was
found later that the enemy troops used in these counter-
attacks were young Nazis from an OCS Company. Since
thaz time, there has been very little action and the
battalion has been used in the present defensive
positions.

The success of this drive was due in large measure
to the excellent radio commnication which was maintained.
The battalion carried many extra radios with some of
higher power than those normally called for in the T/E.

‘This was very necessary because of the great distances
involved much of the time. The drive would not have
been possible had it not been for the large number of
radios used. Transportation was a constant problem,
and it was necessary to use any vehicles whiéh could be
found along the way to transport the men. Often, it was
necessary to pile 20 to 30 on a tank or fank destroyer,
which would have been very bad if they had had to be
used suddenly. More organic transportation would have

been a great help to the battalion in thisoperation.
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Place ond Date of Interview: Hedeper, Germany (DO23895);
0930, 1 June 1945
Maps: G.S.G.S. No. 4416 Magdeburg -
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Co. F 329 Inf.

Interview with 1st Lt. Ira E. Boyer, Cormanding Officer

Initially, Company F was in reserve in Wespen (DS18L).
Having been alerted around 2000 on 12 Apnril, the Cormand-
ing Officer made a reconnaissance nrior to the atiack.
His mission was to move the company into Barby (D8582),
then kick through G Company and secure a larger foothold
in the town. Battalion had reported G Commany holding a
complete block in town, but that was later found not to
be true. The company left Wespen at about dusk, in onen
colum, with the 1st platoon leading, followed by the 24,
weapons, headquarters, and 3d, on the road to Barby. At
the railroad crossing (3830810), the commany left the road
and nroceeded along the *i*ﬁt side of the railroad tracks,
to the crossing at (D340825). The 1st nlatoon turned right
here and proceeded down the road, toward Barby, for about
fifty to seventy-five yards at which noint they Aeld up.
The second building on the left of the road was on fire,
as was a large school (D841821), making it impossible for
them to move without being seen. The Commanding Officer
contacted @ Comoany in the first building on the right 51de
of the road, and found that that wadnéhe onlyhhouoe in the
town held. A patrol was sent toward town, but when they
approached tha lighted area automatic weapons and panzer-
fausts were received, forcing them back. Permission was
recelved from Battalion about 28300 to set up a defensive

position along the railroad tracks and remain there the



rest of the night. Company F pulled back to (D830815)
before setting up their defensive area. At this same time
another patrol was sent out to skirt the southern edge of
the 1it up area and to aporoach Barby suiding along the
Barby-iespen Road. At 2400 they contacted the Comvany
Command Post and reported they had crossed the crcck (D840~
818) and had received small arms fire. A Tew ninutes later,
they again called stating they had reached (D844817) and
were returning because of intensesmall arms fire. The next
morniﬁg orders were received to continue the attack at
0845, but & Company, having contacted the Burgmeister,
found that the Germans were pulling out and the town would
surrender at 0900, so the jump off was nostponed fifteen
minutes. The Line of Departure, the railroad tracks, was
crossed'on time, with the lst platron on *he right guiding
on the Wespen-Barby Road-and the 2d platmnlpn 1ts left,
both platoons being in sqiad colum with two squads for-
ward and one in support. The 34 platoon followed at about
four hundred yards. White flags were un and the éompany
merely walked through townm, setting up a defense on the
east side of town (D353825), with G Company on the rizght
flank extepding the line. This was to give covering fire
to the assault battalion crossing the river. The cleaning

of the houses was left to the support platoon.

CHELK OVT
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Tnterview with lst Lt. Arthur D. Littlepage, Cormanding
Officer, Compan& G, 329 Infantry

¢ Company arrived in Wespen (D8181l) about 1400 on
18 April and received word to move to Barby (D8582) and
contact the 3d Battalion, supposedly in town. At 1500,
the company left Wespen, on the secondary road leading
east, preceeded by elements of the Recon which had
three jeeps and two armored carse The 24 nlatoon, G
Company, followed on four 1izht tanks, while the lst,
3d, and weapons platoons were riding trucks of all des-
criptions. As the Recon approached (Ds48818), the lead-
ing vehicles received a heavy burst of fire, wounding
quité a few rmen. The other vehicles started to back
out while the 24 platoon of G Company denloyed, moving
forward with the tanks to give supporting fire to the
Recon. Smoke was called for to help in getting the
wounded out and permit & Company to move forward and
build up along a slight erbankment (p83928172). . The
other vlatoons were still working their way up the road
in open colurm on cither side of the road. Under the
smoke laid down the Recon and most of the wounded got
out.  Then %he tanks that had moved into the open field-
(DB43817) were pulled hack across the bridge. The lst
platoon, which had moved up by this time, joined the 24

platoon and both platoons, in line of skirmishers, with

the tanks moved along the west side of the creek and



took the first group of buildings at (pe4Rs2Y). During
this time, the 3d and weapons platoons, upon reaching
the railroad crossing at (D850815), moved northeast a-
long the west side of the railroad %o meet the remainder
of the company at (DS39824). About 1300, the 5d and
weapons platoons arrived at the two houses already held
by the lst and 8d platoons. The Commanding Officer of
G Cormpany all this time did not lmow where his 3d and
weapons nlatoons were because he had had no conmunication
with them since the action staried. Then the 1st and
2d platoons started for their new objective, he stayed
back to plage five medium tanks reporting to him, short
of the creek, at (D839818). The tanks were %o take up
nositions and fire to the east covering the towm. At
1700, the Cormanding Officer finally arrived at the
houses, and for the first, found out the whereabouts
of his two platooms. "At this point things were rela-
tively quief.“ Word was received at 1730 to hold thelr
position and wait for F Commany. 4 patroi of two men
were sent out to contact elements of the 3d Battalion
aprroaching us from the west, but they were found dead
the next morning. During the night the Jerries infil-
tpated a few men close to our tanks and about six pah-
zerfausts were fired although no great damage vas done.
About 0100 the Command Post was hit by the only horb

dronned and eight men were wounded. The next morning
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the Purgermeister was contacted and arrangements to
surrender the ftown at 0900 were made. We moved through
the town and built up a line from (D8556818) to (DB54823),

and later crossed the river at about 1700.
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Interview Number g .

Unit: 5d Battalion, 329th Infantry Regiment.
Action:

Source: Captain James R. Land, EBxecutive Officer.

Interviewer: 1gt Lieutemant Frank Houcek

Place and Dete of Interview: Giterglilck, Germany (D9285);

. 1300, 23 April 1945.

18951 G8G8 4416; Detmold, Paderborn, Hildesheim,
Halberstadt, and Magdeburg Shqets, 1:100000.

Journels: None used in igterview.
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Interview with Captain Band, Exec. Off, 3d Bn, 329th.

Resistance during the push, when there was any, was
centered mainly in road blocks with small arms covering
them. No artillery was encountered until we got to the
F1b® River, at Barby (D8582). We were held up at times
by our own reconnaissance elements, which could not
always reconnoiter fast enough to keep us going.

The battalion jumped off at Kohlstadt (B780593) in
the morning of 4 April with a mission of clearing the pass
through the hills between there and Horn (B834645).
However, i1t ran into some small arms and panzerfambt
fire from the steep hills along both sides of the road
soon ‘after leaving Kohlstadt, which made it jmpossible.
for the tanks to move along the road until they had
been removed. The battalion then took a trail toward
Veldrom (B828595), in the hills south of the pass, in
order tb outflank the enemy positions in the pass. At
Veldrom, rather heavy small arms fire and some fire
from self propelled guns held the battalion up for a
while, but Companies K and L hit the town from the north
and east and wiped out the resistance, knocking out two
Mark IV tanks with bazooka fire. In the evening,
Company I was sent to clear the pass, and this was done

by taking the road blocks from the rear. Several
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civilian snipers were found in Veldrom, but there was
no coordinated effort anywhere. What we met were
remmants banded together under a strong leader. The
only #places we encounteréd where resistance could be
termed more than scattered were Veldrum, Halberstadt,
and Baéby._

All of the resistance in Halberstadt was small
" arms. The enemy, as usual, held the high ground just
outside of fhe town and made things hot for a while.
Coﬁmany K entered the town on tanks, with Company L
following on tank destroyers and Company I on whatever
they could find. If any fire was observed coming from
any house, the tanks would blow it down, which soon
stopped the small arms trouble. After the 2d Battalion
came into town; the 34 went on to Groningen (D395765),
where the same sort of resistance was encountered, but
the town was cleared that evening and the battalion
remained there that night (11 April).

The next day, the 5attalion moved to Barby, but
there we encountered SS troops dug in around the tow,
with heavy mortar, self propelled, automatic, and small
arms fire. Company I was initially on the left, astride
the main road leading into town from the northwest, with

Company X along the railroad tracks on the right.
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Resistance was so strong that we could not gain a foot-
hold in the edge of town until Company L was also
committed on th8 left and the town was heavily smoked.
The hgavy resistance continued all night, but in the
mornfhg of the 13th, the troops defending the town had
been pulled out and the towp surrendered without any
trouble about 0945.

The battalion crossed the river early in the morning
of 14 April and assenbled at Walterniemburg (D887824) at
0930, from whence it attacked toward GHtergliick (DQZSS).
Company K was leading and go% to within 400 yards of the
town when the Germans opened up with small arms and
‘mortars. Company L wds pinned down for a while near
the woods on the right of the roaa. Company K worked
into the edge of town against the heavy fire, and Company

‘L was able to get around to the left of the railroad
_tracks paralleling the road, from whence it hit the
town from the left flank. Resistance soon collapsed
after that. A heavy counterattack was launched after
the battalion got into the town, but it was repulsed
with the aid of the antitank guns, with a heavy loss of
talks to the enemy. The air support was excellent
during this maneuver, and without it Company K wolild

not have been able to move into the town from the front,

across the open fields.
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Interview with 1lst Lt. Earl E. Hoovecr, Executive
Officer, Company I, 520 Infantry

T Company arrived in Pormelte (D815850) at about
1200 on 12 Anril. At the same time, they received
word that the elements of the Recon, ithat were nreceed=
ing them with eighteen men of their 3d nlatoon, had
run ino dug in machine guns and panzerfausts at (D836-
833%). The greater nercentage were able to withdraw,
but a few were »ninned down under a terrific volume of
Pire. Having been alerted, I Company moved out at 1230
along the rizht side of the Pommelte-Barby Road (DB582).
The 1st nlatoon led out, in open colwm, followed by
the 2d nlatoon, weapons nlatoon, and the remainder of
the 34 nlatoon. The compahy, being in colum, follow-
ed a diteh which offered very good cover to (D825843).
At this point the 2d platoon swung to the rizht and
moved abreasgst of the lst platoon, both with two sgquads
forward and one in supnort. The remainder of the 3d
platoon remained in support. The four light tanks
which had been attached to the company, formed a line
and followed the two leading platoons. The two lead-
ing platoons advanced rapidly to the edge of the or-
chara(D830838) at which time they were subjected to
machine gun and panzerfaust fire. Here, the commany
was’held u» all afternoon. The infantry and tanks,

both, fired everything they had. The enemy was very
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hard to see, for when he had dug his Ffox hole, all
surplus dirt had been removed, making it impossible

to zet a line on the foxholes. The only thing to be
Tired at was poscible positions and one or two Jerries
you might see bob their heads out of their Toxholes
too Tast. The 3d platoon was still not committed,
however, they were still subjected to %he same fire
holding up the lst and 2d nlatoons.  Around 2030 the
company attacked from the edge cof the orchard in the
same formation with the four tanks and thrce assault
guns which had arrived about five minntes before H-hour.
Both rifle nlatoons, tanks, and assaul® guns, on Line,
moved across the Line of Departure firing as fast as
they could. They soon overran the Jerry defensive
position which was about a hundred yards Trom. our
position pushing forward to a point about five hundred
yvards from the railroad. ~The company arrived at this
point about 2100 and it was exceptionally dark out.
The tanks, as well as the infantry, were having 4iffi-
culty in maintaining direction and keening contact.
It was then decided to move back to our original posi-
tion and wait the rest of the evening. There were still
a few Jerries, that had been overloolied due %o the
darimess, firing at us, but they were soon taken care
of. The company arrived back at its original position

at about 2300, remaining there the rest of the night.
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The tanks and assault guns continued on back to
Pormelte for the evening. At 0900 on April 13, the
company moved out in the same formation as the »nre-
ceeding day and on into Barby without firing a shot.
Having cleared the town thoroughly, road blocks viere
established and ve remained there the rest of that
day and night, crossing the river early the next morn-

ing. "These were .the best soldiers I had ever seen."
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Unit: Company L, 329 Infantry
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@
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Interview with lst Lit. Alden D. Allen, Commanding
Officer, Company L, 329 Infantry

Company L, in battalion reserve, arrived in
Pormelte (D815850) about noon on 12 April. Both I and
K Companies had already started their attack on Barby
(p8582). While the company remained in Pormelte, the
Commanding Officer of L Company stayed with therBattalion
Commander all afternoon watching the progress of the
two forward companies. At 1700, the 1lst platoon estab-
lished an outpost (D852841) to nrotect the left flank
of both I Company and the Battalion. Around 1800, from
the observation most, I Comnany was noted having trouble
and immediately L Company was comriitted on the left of
I Company. Leaving the lst platoon in its same position,
the 34 platoon, at 1830, began to infiltrate down and
build up on the lef%t of the lst platoon. The only avail-
able cover was the diteh on the left side of the road.
The 2d »latoon, advancing by bounds, remained in the
rear. As'the two leading platoons came abreast of each
other and nrenared to continue the attack, the »latoon
of attached medium tanks weré brought forwarde They
formed a line behind the 1lst and 3d »latoons giving them
all the supnorting fire possible. As %the tanks reached
the creek at (DB43835), they were held up for the creek
was about waist deep and four feet wide. The forward

platoons, having reached the creek at about 1345, were



held un but momentarily and continued their advance
by marching fire. As they moved forward, sniver fire
was received from the town and the high ground across
the river. As the lst and 34 platoons crossed the
creelk, a gap was created and without orders the 2
nlatoon f£illed in. Advancing rapidly they reached the
factory (D847834) which was their objective by 1900

and shortly tbereafter the railroad hridge was Dblowme.
Patrols were sent out to probe the'river's edge, while
the rest of the company set un a defensive nosition

in front of the factory, facing the river with all
three vlatoons on line. Here the company remained
throughbut the night. The next morning, 13 Anril, they
cleared the other factory that was close by without
firing a shot. The comnany again remained the rest

of the day, crossing the river about 0400, 14 Aprils
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NOT TO BE TAKEN FORWARD OF BN CPS. HQ BELOW REGT AND DIV ARTY WILL DESTROY THIS
DOCUMENT BY BURNING WITHIN TWENTY FOUR HOURS OF RECEIPT.

Ha, 83d Inf Div
APO 83, US Army
2400, 31 Mar 45

G~2 PERIODIC REPORT NO L
(From 31 to 312400 Mar 45)

MAPS: GSGS 4416, 1/100,000, Sheects P2, Q2. .
1, ENEMY SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD. '
a. Front Line: Adv elms of 2d Armd Div reached B2065, B2359, B2656, and B2351.

bs Units in Contact: See Annex #1, PWs taken tqdgy represent eight Reserve
and Training. ts most of which originate in WEHRKREIS VI, Of these sight units,
five have been identified previously by 2d Armd Div. PW identifieations do not
digclose any units of divisional size and PWs disclaim affiliation with. any of the
Reserve Divs (406, 466, 476) of WEHRKREIS VI.

c. Reserves: 166 Tng Div from DENMARK was identified 30 March on oI ‘Corps
front. This is.the last of the Divs which®were once staotioned in DENMARK.
Currently favored as reserves for the entire Western front are 169 Inf Div from
EORWAY and 715 Inf Div from ITALY, both of which have arrived in GERMANY. . &

2. . ENEMY OPERATTONS DURING PERIOD:

2¢* General Summary: No resistance of any consequence was encountered during
the period by our 'forcel engoged in mopping up operations follawing the advances of
the 2d Armd. Dive

2d Armd Diw: Spectacular advences were made during the period as resistance
was generdlly Hghter thanm that encountered the day previous. On the left of the
Div zone, CC A advanced against opposition that was described cs negligible. To
the right, CC B ensountered scattered groups of dug~in infantry and a light volumu
of arty a.nd mortar. fire, . The enemy appsared particularly eensitive to our advances
near the LIPPE C‘.Nhl.

b. Bridges: Reconnaissance by I & R.Platoon _329th Inf revealed bridges
across LEPE GINAL &t ™ 4743526, where river appeared fordable, A775416, and A653472
as being destroyed.

N

3. mscmmus. ER e g s
g
eathe orecnsh - ril~ ,[.;lght intaemittsnt rain and dzdzcle throughout
thr: mam;m,g., Low droken M‘r overcaat clouds.in the afternoon. Visibility fair,
2 Dderu.tely .t'.'woru e. for ground operationa, unfavorable for air opemhions.

b. Hand&g of Cgtured Documen‘t.s- A flagrant violetion of rules for handling
captured dogyments, was. brought. to light by a: front 1ine unit 25 Mar 45, A Ce .
Commander who-gurrendered himself.and his entire company (60 men) was takén while
10 had.in his possession a brief’ caserfilled with annotated maps and nhumérous
:\t.hqr-documenta. .The brief case with its contents did not reach interrogation

points ’Capturlng personnel: hn,d done a thorough job df dest.ructionll (Sce- Tth Armc)
. g

~c.' Ux;l‘m:.xhsd letter found in:a. typewrﬂwr upoft’ a.rrivul of Hq Bzd"xn! Div at
new 1ccetmn (tr;malatien): o
"Be.:;r Matber- Thi,a wi].l probably be the last letter which I ws,n write to,
you.duging the Ao teneny is in the imieddats vi&{nity :m‘d !}er? héll baé
brokep 16ose.” “F SOMGINLY must - = ol ST T :

=il



SECRE

d, Keep Your FEye g XX Corps reporta that a gwoup of 25 enemy troops
engnged Corps Haaﬁ%ﬁfers personnel in a short firs fight vie of Corpe Air Strip.
According to PW this emall force represented 7 different units, these scattered”
groups had banded togethsr under an enemy SS Lt and were attempting to get through
to German lines, More of these small scattered groups might appear in the nsar
future and they seem to be a dangsr to any smzll group of American soldiers, and
will attack and engage in a fire fight with our troops, whenever they see 2 lonely
vehicle, or scattered Amurican soldiers, especially during the night and on side
roads. They might try to steal American jeeps and uniforms and use them. for their
own purposes. Some of the PWs state that they did not have the courage to surrender
to American troops, being afraid to be taken prisoner in this last stage of the war,
They hoped to get through to their families (across the RHINE) by thig way.

e, ALTENKIRCHEN: A detachment of 50 men from the 5th Co of the Skorzeny
Division under §S 1st Lt PAWEL, is supposud to go into hiding and let the American
troops pass through the town, Their mission 1s to attack individuals and commit
sabotage on military installations. The detachment is said to be equipped with 9
American cutomobiles, hidden at the houses of inhabitants of the town who are
lodging and feeding the saboteurs. The assembly place for the group is said to
bé about 250 m west of the church. (Sce: III Corps).

f. Projected Sabotage of Utilities, TRIFR, GERMANY, from information procured
in the screening of civilian employees i‘or Teemploym: in the utility plants of
TRIER, GERMANY, the following information was disclosed:

(1) Members of the Wehrmacht, in civilian clothing, L.d visited these
plants and set charges of explosives.

(2) Upon investigation it was found that clam bombs with an extra charge
of plastic explosive molded on the outside had been placed, unarmed, on the bottom
of the generator bearing housing of the three generators supplying power to the
city. Charges of forty sticks of British PE (plastic explosive), wrapped in black
wrapping paper had been placed on the rear of the oil switches in the transformer
station. A charge of 200 pounds of explosive had been placed in the water works
generator house. An oxygen container, normally used in connection with an
acetylene gas torch, fillsd with German dynamite (Donarit), had been placed in
the corner of the Generator house, This container was used cs a camouflages

Information received from the same source indicated that two stay
behind agents were to set these charges off, (Sce: FUSA G-2 Per Rpt No 289).

@ﬁ%ﬂt
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fnnex No 1 to G=2 Periodic Report No 190,
[ 4
ORDER OF BATTLE NOTES

1. Units in Contact:

Following organizations were represented among 535 PWs taken today by &3d
Inf Dive

Inf Repl and- Tns' Bns

58, 193, 286, 37, 211 (Regt)

Home Guard Bns i

18 (Tne), 319, 477, 6Lk

AAA Bns .
36 (Res), 46 (Lt), 838 (Lt), 479 (Searchlight), 158 (Searchlight), 221,
230, 243, 366, 955, 956, 106 (Balloon Barrage)

Miscellaneous Units

Sig Repl and Tng Bn 6 Res Engr Bn

16 sig Tng Co 26 Res Engr Bn

216 sig Res Co 16 Pk Engr Res Bn
323 Security Bn 6 Pz Ren Res Bn
686 RR Battery 169 Arty Res Bn
Wehrkreis VI Officer Candidate 62 Arty Res Bn

Reserve School 86 Nebelwerfer Regt

11 Construction Bn 116 Pz Repl Bn

KG Regt KOBELINSKI

Included in the total of PWs there were 121 from Volkssturm; Police,
Organization TODT, RR, and Russian units; 98 PWs can be classified only as
stragglars, o A

2, 116 Pz Div: PWs captured today from 116 Pz Divts Repl Bn state that after
the Div retreated from CLEVE it was reorganized, 16 Pz Regt was formed into six
Cos; four Cos had 10 Panther tanks each, one Co consisted of. 10 Mk IV thrks and'
one Co had 8 assault guns. After the attack of XVI Corps .across the RHINE River;
only 10 Panther tanks, 5 Mk IVs and 7 assault guns remained in the Regt which was
then in vio RECKLINGHAUSEN (A6235). When Pi*s tank was destroyed about one week
ago he was sent to the Repl and Tng Bn of 116 Pz Div vic ARNSBERG (A2210), This
unit was to have moved to BERLEBECK on 28 March for further training prior to
comitment, They were organized into 9 Cos and were prematurely committed vie
BECKUM (B2151). In case of retreat they were told to Join 60 Pz Gren Regt at
LIPPST/DT (B4241), - ’ .

Comment: Latest reports indicate that 116 Pe Div has side~-glipped from the
RECKLINGHAUSEN area to LUNEN (A8535) and WERNE (49340) where FWs from the Engr
Bn were captured, It.is also possible that 116 Pz Div has moved E ag far ag
LIPPSTADT in an attempt to escape the pocket formed there by the meeting of 2d
and 3d Armd Divs,

SEERET
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3.. The RUHR Pocket: The junction of Ninth and First US Armies at LIPPST.DT
created .a, pockel; containing elements of three Germen armies.consisting of about
19.bivse DOn the, 5 fri of, the pocket,. & ling running generally E.from GOLOGNE,
VIT Corps hag ' idantifi::g n?[np Divs ag late ag.27 March, Thege Divs-arey 12 VG,
363.VG, . 353 VG, 130 Pg Lehr, 42 VG, 9. ‘B4 340 VG, '3 Pz Gren, ‘and 326 VG Divs.
Contact with 130 Pz Lehr was very light and the 3 Para, 11 P2, 106 Pz Brig and
59 VG Div are cut of contact but a very short time, It would therefere be reason-
. dble to assume that any of the latter units may be moving in a NE direQ,tion vrith
the hope ( af escz-;ping the pocket. x

In ths DUSSELDQRF a:;ea there are threa Diva. 176 103 and 338 VG M\ra.‘ '.{‘ec/n
reporte ind;.aata :ruic m.oviug out of the DU.)SELDOE.F 4rea to. the E.

L "In ths. GLADBECK (AABBO and RmmIbIGHAUSEN (A&BS) areas. fouz* Divs hava Been

:Ln xontay tnm ccrpa* Thea& ara, 180 VCr:r 190 VG 2 Eara and ;.16 Pz

= & ey b
Tt is not at all unlikely th:ﬁ elms of some four or five other Divs not

mentioned above may be somewhere in the pocket following the extrems demoralization

of enemy units in the past week, Twenty Divs represent fully one thixvd or more

of the total atrength of the onemy::on. the Western £rox¢.(

" ISADORT HAMLIN,
: lst Lt, Inf,
QIC, OB Team #20.



NOT TO BE TAKEN FORWARD OF BN CPS. HQ BELOW REGT AND DIV ARTY WILL DESTROY THIS
DOCUMENT BY BURNING WITHIN TWENTY FOUR HOURS OF RECEIPT,

Hg, 83d Inf Div
APO 83, US Army
2400, 1 Apr 45

G=2 PERIODIC REPCRT NO 190

(From 010001 to 012400 Apr L5)
MAPS: GSGS 4416, 1/100,000, Sheets P2, P3, 02, Q3.
1, ENEMY SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD,.

&, Enemy Front Linés: S of LIPPE RIVER from LUNEN (A8535) E to LIPPSTADT
(B4242), ‘

be Units in Contact: Pils taken today represent approx 60 miscellaneous
Repl Tng units, No unit of divisional sige was identified during periods

2, ENEMY OPERATIONS DURING PERIOD.

8, General Summary: Light to scattered resistance was encountered by the
Div as if continued mopping up operations, The advances of the 331lst Inf on the
northern approaches to HAMM (BO542) were challenged by enemy SA and high velocity
fire, Throughout the afternoon arid evening no opposition was met by our forces
in occupying positions along the LIPPE RIVER, At 2030, vehicular movement was
heard S of the river in vie B4239,

2d Armd Div: Resistance continued light during the morning, as our
troops registered sensational advancess A Junction was effected with the First
US Army's 3d Armd Div in vic LIPPSTADT. In the afternoon our advance was tem~
porarily delayed when the enemy attempted to defend’along ridge line at B&076.

b, Bridges: All bridges across the LIPPE Canal are reported destroyed as
are bridges across LIPPE RIVER at HERZFELD (B2840) and KESSELER (B2641).

3. MISCELLANEOUS. )

8, Total number of PWs taken from 4 July 1944 ‘thru 31 March 1945: * 40,006 -

) * No of PiWs taken today: 535 ’ )

b. Weather Forecast = 2 April 1945: Low overcast with light drisele through-
out morning with clouds becoming broken in afternoon, Visibility fair, Moderately
favorable for ground operations, but unfavorable for air operationa,

¢; 'Poisoned Foody Information has been received from captured German
aaboteuis indica ting that the Germans either are preparing or have prepared
poisonsd NESCAFE, sugar, German cigarettes and German chocolate., The German

brand of ghocolate SAROTTI was especlally mentioned, (Soe: British Second Army
thru Corps Per Rpt No 89)

SESRET
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d. The following is‘a translation of an order signed '@SELB.ING as.Oberkonm\'—
and0 wesb, waich was read tO goldiers of the Gerinan Army on 23 Marehy it was
reporbad_ Xo & yII US corps 1nterrogator vy two risoners who réc.ﬂ_\.ed its content

in detaile wrhe complete 1nefiiciency of a few officers at the REMAGEN bridg;ehc:\d
nakes it necessary to.str'ess once moTe the importance of previous orders and ©
thelr at.rictest oxecubions T4 is en acccunt-ot'insufficiertt fighting spirn qnd

1 acking courage on the parb of soldicrs that the American Army succe{:ded in® crossing
the “mama&ed vridge ab REMAGEN. Ve have suffercd unnecessary josses for this

reasoh, and our prese ¢ military & tion has pecome ¥ 1] catastrOphic. From
now Oty Jdier has U onr. and endy whatever a o will-
ghed his 1as £ bloo e fighting th greatest praverys e

0 i with ¢

who does not fight to the last, giving his alls will have to take into considers
gion the fact that not only nimselfs put 180 his kinsmen, will be subject to
martial 1oWe (see: V gorps G2 FeT grpt No 29L)

X1 corps Teports that & s/sgb from one of their lower units, vinile walking
srom his cp to his pillebs, was seized py two persons in civilian clothese The
two ind:.vi‘duals were armed with pistols and carried 2 gmall radio set, TheY
demanded the whereabouts of the co} ‘3nforming the sergeant that they wouwld ki1l

A

him whether nhe reveale hi infomation not,~ The gerge preak foT
it, was WO , b cceeded in escaping 4o his CP The two persons art
believed to be Paratrooperd SS men: ( yI1 Corps Rpt NO 88
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Annex No 1 to G-2 Periodic Report No 191

ORDIR_OF BATTLE NOTES

1, Units in Contact: The following units have been identified today among the
1631"Fiis processed:

Arty Units: 62 pte Repl Bn, 76 Lt Repl Bn, 16 Hvy Repl Bn, 890 Regt, 16 Mtz
Tng Btry, 688 Rr Btry, 62 Convalescents Btry, 16 Werfer Brig, 200 Bn

AAA Units (all Bns): 248 Searchlight, 955, 6 Repl, 276 GH; Res, 993, 956 n,
"4 MATDIV, :
Inf Units: (all Repl and Tng Bns unless otherwise noted) - 58, 167, 146, 348,
286, 573,_‘ 323 Security Bn, OC Schodl DETHOLD. !
Landesschutzen Bns; 61y, 328, 499, 87, 778, ubL, 254, 1/6 Tng.
~&fgaschutzen Bus !
Miscellaneous Units:

VI Alr Security Bn ' 531 MP Bn
.213 Air Corps Sig Regt 6 Driver Tng Bn
1I/169 sig Comm Btry . SOEST Driver: Tng Bn
. XII Fortress AT Bn . 16 Anmo Co ==
s Co 6 Transportation Corps
29 Pz Gren Regt, 3 Pz Gren Div AA RR Security Bn
146 Pz Arty Res Bn (2) 6 Medical Res Bn
361 Pz “Ing ‘Bn 351 Interpreters School
Ordriance Co, 116 Pg Div 6 Vet Tng Ba
2 Tech Res Bn Air Corps (M
13 Tech Res Bn LIPPSTADT Air Field
6 Engr Bn " MUNSTER Air Field
16 Engr Bn SOEST Naval Radio Station
III/21 Fortress Engr Staff . BECKUI: censors
500 Pz Res Bn . 1 617 Aotor Pool
2} Constr Engr Bn LIPPSTADT iiotor Pool 5
106 Constr Bn . LIPPSTADT Draft Board
1 PY Constr Bn =t

About 420 Pi/s were Hungarians, French, and Russians (a1l in the ‘Wehrmacht),
Organization TODT workers, German Labor Service, VOLKSSTURI,, iir Raid Pelice, NSKK,
Firemen, A4 iiACS, and stragglers, 5 S

Most of the units listed above contributed small groups of Inf for helpless
stands generally along the LIPPE River line, The greater portion of organized
8roups are pert of the Wehrkreis VI repl and tng system and a fair number of
Landesschutzen Bns under control of 406 zbV Div are represented, The few Pis from
29 Pz Gren Regt, 3 Pz Gren Div are actually stragg,lera,_having been separated from
their Div for quite some time, In connection with the ldentification of 146 Pz
Arty Res Bn, it is recalled that 146 Pz ATty Regt is the arty regt of 114 Pz Div,

e, [




2. 500 Pz.Res Bn: .Pie from this unit claim that it was stationed in PAD'TBORN
where 1t troined tank personnel. for 507 gy on¢ 502 8S.I'g ;

3ns,
It uad 4000 men.a week ago but on

3
25 Farch 3000 of them were sent off as Inf to the HALBURG area.. Pis claim that
there were 27 tanks in the Bn but that: only 15 werle serviceable and that these
were ‘'dispersed in groups of 5 toward FLJEN "(.16548) and to the NE of PADBORN,
The other 12 tanks were in repair a week ago, 41l these movements occurrad about

25 March, About 700 remaining troops, with Inf weapons, were sent to the 3 and ¢

of P)DiitBORN, »

3., Landesschiubze Tng Bn I/6: -Conp:
troops In civilian clothes, —His C:

drafted within the last few weeks,
sent’ crisis when they were told to
(A2010). . Vhen he-heard of the pow
his men to dispense with their rif’

any CO of 1 Co of this Bn deserted to our

© consists of 170 45-50 year old men who were °
The Co hed a training mission until the pre-
defend the LIPPE Canal in the area of HERZFZID

er and speed of the Americun drive he ordered

les and disperse into the woods, He advised them

to surrender at the first opportunity, The town people were gratified when hie

made this decision, He states thal
to his own, They are very poorly
Bn is under administrative control
is hardly effective,

t his Bn consists of 4 Cos similar in nature
ammed——hig Co had 20 rifles for 170 men, The
of 406 bV Div but P¥ claims that this control

he 6 Med epl and Tng ‘B_: This unit had a total strength of 100 men and was

“tatipned at HAMN, imen Us forces
Aiven rifles and machine pistols a

(A3640),"  PW knew of 21 who had already deserted to our forces and stated

Jere yvere'f‘no‘_minss, road blocks,

je 2 Technical Res Bn:. This unit
They were ordered to retreat to LT
employed “tovrepair bomb.damage,

6. General: -P¥s state that great

approached the LIPPE Canal line this wndt was
nd told to defend thé Canal at BENNINGHAUSER

arty or cymor in'the BENNINCHAUS:R area,’ '
1s organized ifito three Cos of 150 men eachy
UDEN, W of HAMNOVER a few days ago, Bn was ¥
: 3

numbérs of VOLKSSTURI' were called up in the

RUHR Valley, They are being ordered to defend road blocks with Panzerfausts of

which there are many, Roadblocks.

consist of Wooden logs sunk into highways, -

ISADORI HAKLIN
1st Lt, Inf
0IC, UB Team /20
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SECRET

NOT TO BE TAKEN FORVARD OF BN CPS. HQ BILO' RIGT AND DIV ARTY V/ILL DiSST:0Y THIG
DOCU:ZINT BY BURNING WITHIN TWENTY FOUR HOURS OF RECEIFT,

Hq, 83d Inf Div
4APO 83, U5 Army-
2400, 2 Apr 45

G-2 PZRIODIC REPORT NO 191

(From 020001 to 022400 Apr %5)
FAPS:  GSG5 4416, 1/100,000, sheets P2, P3, G2, n3.
1. ENEMY SITUATION AT END OF PEAIOD,

2. Enemy Front Lines: S of LIPPZ RIVIR from LUNZY (A8535) & to LIPFSTADT
(BA242) With exception of small bridgehead held by our troops at BO55.423,

b, y_rlits'in Contact: Pis taken today represent approx 85 miscellaneous units,
2, EN".RY OFERATIONS DURING PERIOD.

&+ General Summary:; There was no indication that the eneny was attempting to
break from the RUAR pocket in this sector, However, he demonstrated concern over
our small bridgehead across the LIPPE'RIVT: at BO55423,. Late in the afternoon;
our arty fire was placed on the enemy forming for an attack, and at 2100 an attack
of undetermined strength, preceded by an arty prepearation, was repulsed,. No armor
was observed at any time, n

Sk fire was received as our forces were reconnoitering the bridge at
L MZFILD (BRB4LO). Arty and high velocity fire fell in LIPPEO..G (B2140) throughout,
the day,

I & R platoon 330th Inf, fired upon by small arms, in vic OVERHAGEN
(B398402) captured a member of the Volkssturm who stated that approx 150 Volks—
sturm occupied and defended that aroa. The negotiations for surrender of an
undetermined number of enemy in vicinity south of bridge at B353405 did not
materialize, However, use of loudspeaker resulted in response of 30 Pis,

2d Armd Div: Resistance remained unorganized except in the passes through
thE_TEUI‘OBURGL;: FOREST where the enemy defended with dug-in infantry and tanks,
Advance elms were at. B7470, B7089, B6G57, B6LTL,
3+ MISCELLANEOUS, Z .
a. Total number of PWs taken from 4 July 19M-thm 2 April 1945: 42,476,
b. Weather Forccast - 3 April 1945: Clouds broken in early morning becoming

overcast thru the afternoon with moderate intermittent rain in late afternoon,
Fair visibility, Temperature 5k to 5% depgrees,.

-1




€. Counter-Sabota 16, .
O X recently captured German saboteur has reported that agents may be

equipped with a cigarette lighter, which, if used to light a cigarette, poisons

the ¢igarette smoker, A small spherical pellet about 1 mm in diameter, o6f ufknown -
chemical constitution, is fixed on the lighter near the wick, in such a way that
vhen the wick busns, the chemical becomes heated and volatilises, The fumes or
volatile products are highly poisonous,

(2) The lighter is about 120 long and-3/4M - 1n vide, The corncrs are
rounded, There is a protective metal cap the color of tin over thc top of thé
lighter, The cap pulls ofi and ig not hinged to the main body of the lirhter,
The main body of the lighter is mnade of green bakelite or plastic materi:l, The
agent was told that other lighters of the same sige existed with a leatHer re-
movable top,

(3) Reconmendation: Captured saboteurs should ‘be searched for lighters
answering to this description, It found, they should be sent to AC of 3, -2
this handqua;ters. (Sce: Fusa). -

de . KESSELRING Confirmed as C in ¢ vsT
(Translation of a secret order from Supreme Command tiest, dated 17 rarch 1945)

An important RHINE bridge has fallen into eneuy hands in spite of expertly
prepared demolition plans, because some respongible comnanders, due to their une
decided, irresponsible and cowardly attitude, abandoned the bridgehead and gave
demolition orders too late, The Sive guilty officers have been sentenced to
death by a court-martial, one of them, a captain, in absentia, The sentence was
carried out on three majors and one lst Lt, The liability of kin has been ap-
plied.to the family of the missing captain, The men will be notified of the
above by the fastest means possible, Thisg shall be a warning to all, He who
dQes not live in honor, will die an infamous death, I order again that each: off-
ensc is examined by courtemartial in the briefest manner and dealt with accord- B
ingly, I expect the most energetic action and greatust severity from the courts-

rtial,

. The Supreme Commander Vest °
(sce: . III Corps) signed, KESSELRING

< (VA e,
[:.DESHOTELS
¢-2



WOT TO BE TAKEN FORWARD OF BN CPS. HQ BELOW BEGT AN'D DIV ARTY WILL :
DESTROY THIS DOCUMENT BY BURNING WI‘H*IIN TWENTY FOUR HOURS OF REGEIP'I‘l

. Hq, 834 Inf Biy -
APO 83, US Army -
2400, 3 Apr 45 -

G~2 PERIODIC REBQRT :

(From 030001 "ta 035450 Ip% 45)
MAPS: GSGS 4416, 1/100,000, Sheets P2, PB, Qg,, Q3e.. . . :
1, ENEMY SITUATION AT END OF PERIOD. i #

a, Enemy Front %11185‘ Points of enemy nontaat HAMM (BO542);
BORG 55140 7 (B&750) , SCHELANGEN (B7657) . and B7660

ontent: See Annex No b

2 : Eims of 2 Pz, 11 Pz, 180 Pz, 3 Py Grsn &
Pz -Gren DI¥E were ldentified during the day on other: faronﬁ' 2
syGren Div, vitille not reported in direct contact, is belisder Y b
‘local reserve on the British front, Most of 116 Pz Diw:Es, pRYSNL)
out 'of contact with soms elms last reported SE of. HAMMZ' ST bay
-Divs the 116 Pz, the 130 Pz, the 3 Pz Greh and elms of 9 Py
lieve¢ §-9‘=be still largely :{n the pocket betwesn the Fir
‘Armie’ss "Seéveral PWs have stated that the 130 Pz and 3 Pz Grey
vwhich have been contacted progressively farther NE in’ phie Bogket
spearhead an attempt to break ‘out of the éncirclement inm Xhey
BURG (G5688) area, One FW stated other unknown ' elms will mak
similar attempt. to the N of ‘this point, P

While there are no ‘othexr known Pz. type divisional: Teserves
the ‘West; at least three Inf Divs are ecartied. as possible:; P
361, 169,end 715,, This list oan be enlarged by. divie
that may be contacted coordinating trainin,g and rnpi
(Soe. XIX Corps Per Rpt No 201)

B ENIMI OPERATLONS ‘DuRING EKRIOD. .

a8, .Gene 1S 3 Early in the period the enemy place L igh
velogity fire in t% town of LIPPBORG in an attempt to. uonoeal vehio
alan movement S of the LIPPE RIVER, Movement ceased when out. Bty

firg was directed against the activity, ' During the morning half-
tracks and/or SE guns were reportad moving toward HAMM from the SWa.

Late in the afternoon our trs - cleared NEUHAUS taking 20087 PYis
some of which identified 500 Pz Res Bn, 'Elms which withdrew NE from
lhe town, -according to PWs, were an éstimdted 100 SS- trs and 3 to
tanks with.the inteption of attacking.our trs in- SH\INEW.AGER (35‘753}.

8th Armd Div: The" counterattavk in vie NEHHAUS prior (.o da
was frustrated by our arty.: .An estimsfed Bn of Anf supported by
arty and B %o 12 tanks were involved. in.the dttack, 5 pemy. tani
were raport.ed destmwed. R»B;istange ing UY remaing

during ths y g




. continuing through the mor; ing. Clouds becoming broken in afterndp

1. Egg ¥y S 51 giia ton (end 'of ‘period at 2200 A): S

*%o" be greatly weakened as far as Infantry troops are conoerned in

will be crossed if occupied weakly by our own foroes. !

‘24 Armd Dive ‘The enemy, utilizing the excallent defensiy
‘terr&in, continued to resist our advances, During "the moTM N ‘E

inf fought stubbornly in vie B7570 with SA apd AT fire. 16 to 18 4
enemy tanks were reported operating in scattered groups throughout -
the Div zone. AT fire-was received from' vie KOHLSTADT" (8'7859% vho,rt

: barora dark. ;Ady elms reached Bﬁﬁ’lﬁ B’76’70, and B?GSB. .

b. Com onent le, en: k
Air:” 2 enemy airoraft reported- over My Beotor betwaen 050

and 0400. “No hostile action reportaﬂ. v,
: bm. Civilians report 3 tanks vio roadblock E579512. :
. MISCELLANEQUS. 5 ;

Total FWs from 4 gh

944 thru 2 April 194531 - 42,644
ril 45:_ Overcast forming at dawn -and;

B

b, Weather Foresast i

. Visibility improving to gobd "@fter early morning. Favorable for
ground operations and modarataly favorable for air opsrationa-

oy gganslation of Enemz Dooumenb' -, ;
/B9 Inf Div Div CP; 22 Maveh &
6-2 . G-2 Periodie: Report No 13 o B e

After the enehy had sucoeeded in establishing a bridgehead across
the -RHINE near ‘REMAGEN, he withdréw strong forces from north-® and 8
lof tha breakthrough and oommitted t.hem in the bridgehead area.

9 US Armoréd Div near Konigswinter.
78 US Infantry Div near Aegidienbergs
s Ug ‘Armored Div north of Homnef. .
Armored Div northeast of Honnef,
1S Infantry Div near Kalenborn, . ,
SEpimgt Infantry Div near Ohlenberg. .
7.Us Armored Div gast of Dattenberg,

imata" enemy front lines: -

Meufh of SIEG River up to BOLSDORF, from that point toward
ROTT, OBERPLEIS, WINDHAGEN, BREMSCHEID, ROCKENFELD ' RHEINBR

. ccord,ing to Prisoner of War reports the 104 us. Infantry Div u
also be:mg uommi.tted in the breakthrough area.

By the massing of troops in the breakthrough area, the enemy seen,

front of our seotor. An estimated 12 light and 3-4 haavy Arty’ Btr{
have been identified.

At the present the enemy is making numerous assault attacks to. gain.

information about our own strength. PWs of the 8th US Infantry Div,:
which is belng committed south of COLOGNE, statéd that the RHINE Riter

d, Lecation of Div PW:Cage: SENNELAGER (B57§{§). .
" 3 : @ LL:‘\"ULQ
~, DESHOTELS
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Annex No 1 to G-2 Periodic Report No 192,

ORDER _OF BATTLE NOTES
l, DUnits in Contact:
The following units were represented among the 847 PWg taken
today:

Home Guard Bns: 1I/6, VI A, "D", 180, 464, 479, 486, 491, 778,

874, 1006, _

Infantry Units: 4 Pz Gren Bn, Combat School 116 Pz Div, 361 Pz
Gren Tng Bn, 0C School DETMOLD, 6 Ron Bn, .
. Artﬁ Ungés: 16 Res Arty Regt, 169 Res Arty Bn, 87 Werfer Regt,
62 Res ATty Bn (mbz), :

R Pz Unith: 146 Pz Arty Res Bn (116 Pz Div), Stragglers of various
units of. II£ Pz Div, 500 Pz Res Bn Paderborn, 1* Pz Res Bn, :

AAA Unips:
565 ne -

Engr Ugits: = 16 Pz Engr Bn, III/21 Fortress Engr Hq, 85 Tech
Engr 00, Gonstr Co (4 AA Div).' !

'&soe;lgneoug: ‘605 Sig Regt, 6 Med Res Bn HAMM, II Technioal :
Corpdy 8, Soest Radio scat{on. Labor Serviece, Organization TODT.
Lippstadt Air Field, Hungarian (in servioe), Air raid police, Volks- .
sturm, Stragglers. :

74 Searchlight Bn, 957 RR AA Bn, 840 AA Bn, 46 AA Bn,

FWs teken today again represent a large assortment of miscellan~
eous units, most of whioh have no affiliation with any existing Div.
Some of the units are affiliated with 406 and 476 zbV Divs but the
impression remains that the control which these Divs actually have
over their affiliated units is very slight,

Some of the PWs were oaptured as they attempted to infiltrate
through our lines on their By, toward German held territory.. ‘Some-
PWs olaim that they were th :nﬂ together inte Bmall groups to defend -
designated localities along B¢ S bank of the LIPPE Ganel, . v

The identification of various units of 116 Pz Div {including 16°
Pz Regt), through stragglers, confirms earlier reports of the gontin-
ued movement of 116 Pz Div to the E. The presence of elms of 116 Pz
Div S of HAMM should not be discounted since most of this Div is
reported out of contact on’XVI Corps front,

2. 500 Pz Res'Bn: Small groups of SS trs and tanks have been re-
ported attacking friendly units in NEUHAUS (B6750) area,  PWs oap-
tured yesterday from 500 Pz Res Bn oclaim that this Bn normally
provides reinforcements to 502 and 507 SS Tank Bns. PWs did not
know the locations of these  Bns but claimed that 15 Tiger tanks, in
groups of 5, were sent to ELSEN (B6548) and other localities N of
PADERBORN, on 25 March, i

EBSRED
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3. Enemy Combat Strensgth on Ninth US Army front:

190 Inf Div....3000 -, 183 Inf Div....3500 (5 tanks)
116 P2 Div...s24000 (35 tanks) 176 Inf Div....2500

180 Inf Dive.a..3000 - - 338 Inf Dive...2500 (5 tanks)
406 zbV Div....3000 59 Inf DivV..ess2000

2 Para Di¥eeee<4500 Misc UnitSeess«4000 (25 tanks)

{Bource: Twelfth Army Gp Weekly Intelligence Summary No 33 for
week ending 87 March 45) Gy v

ISADORE HAMLIN,
18t Lt, IAg, )
0IC, 0B Team #20.

Annex No 2 to G-2 Periodic Rebort No 192.
) ENEMY DEFENSES -
Interior Defense Lines , :

There is no photographic. confirmation tc date of any continuous
or well-developed defense lincs EAST of the RHINE from WESEL to KARLS-
RUHE. While there is a certeiln amount of digging and construction cf
“Pield defenses and road blocks in the vicinity of many towns andi vil-
lagos throughout the arcas lmmediately threatened by the retent ad-
vances of the Allied Armies, 1t appears that this activity is-e purely
local effort, probably confined to locally available manpower, and
congerned mainly with the requirements of purely local defense. MNo-
where is there any good indication of an over-all plan, welding these
individual efforts into coordinated defensive systems. 3

.There is 1ittle that can te added to the previously reported in
formation, more or less vague in character, and coming from a number
of sources of-varying reliability, concerning the main interior defense
lines projected by the German General Staffs .The plcture remains
genera?.ly the same, with occasicnal photographis confirmation of iso-’
lated old piilbo%cs, pinpeinted by PWs and other sources, but prac-
tically no recent constructional activity.

Another. version of the cdurse of the IMS River ling below RHEINE
has been received from an ungraded source, from information supplied
by a German military courier who claims to have driven through the
entire aréa in February 1945. Acgording to this source, there already
exists 2 defense belt one to two'kms deep, with anti-tank ditohes, fin
trenches and artillery pcsitions, running along both banks-.of the EMS
from REEINE .to WIEDENBRUCK. From WIEDENBRUCK the line continues to
PADERBORN-BUREN=BRILON ~-the Western end of the EDERTAL dam - MARBURG~
GIESSEN - along the LAHN to WEILBURG and thence along the WEIL to
FRANKFURT-am-MAIN. . In the stretch between WEILBURG and FRANKFURT, .the
defense zone includes the TAUNUS, with the KLEINER FELDBERG forming
the Western point, and the wooded area near HOMBERG and OBER and
NIEDER URSEL. 5

Late February ‘cover of the RHEINE - WIEDENBRUCK area, and of the
LAHN River between MARBURG and GIESSEN fails to reveal any sign of
this defense line. - ¥ ' . L e

4 second line, similar to the first and roughly parallel to 1t, 1s
reported to start some fifteen kms NORTH of RHEINE and runs through the
TEUTOBURGER WALD, passing twenty kms WEST of OSNABRUCK, SOUTH of BIELE-
FELD, 10 kms WEST of DETMOLD, and along the Western slopes of the EG—~
GEGEBIRGE, WEST of DRIBURG and WARBURG, thence continulng to WOLFHAGEN
« NAUMBURG - AFFOLDERN - WILDUNGEN ~ TREYSA = ALSFELD - ASCHAFFENBURG.
The high ground fifteen kms WEST of the stretch WILDUNGEN ~ TREYSA
forms & part of the defense zone, .

This line closely follows the course which has frequently been re-
r;ed in the past. Again, however, there is no photographic confir-
skition,

(Soe: SHAEF Weekly Int Sum #53)




Annex Na } to.G=2 Per Rpt No 193

@ Tactical Interrogation Report No 2
(covering period 031600 to 041600)

1. No of PWs: 346 (In mdftgcn, 577 hospitalized soldiers were found in BAD
IIPFSPRINGE. )

2, Identification of PWa:

356 Repl & Tng Bn 9 Recuperation Squadron Ren 15
167 Repl & Tng Bn 1 Repl Bn 225
1/6 Home Guard Bn 53° 46 Lt AR Repl Bn (mtz) 39
876 Home Guard Bn 2 371 Lt AA=iT Bn 20
664, Home Guard Bn 1 456 RR AA Bn 3
0.C. School DETMOID 5 96 AA Res Bn 6
115 Pz Regt, 15 Pz Gren Div 3 AA-WAC 1
500 Pz Repl & Tng Bn 6 651 Communication Bn 3
511 Pz Bn " 1 Communication Det VI, BIALEFELD 2
416 TD Repl'Bn 1 Medical Det VI, PADERBORN 3
2 SS Pz Repl & Tng Regt 6 Horsa Pool VI 4
686 RR Const Bn 1 Russian Workers (Army) 2
11 Const Engr Repl Bn Ry Techn Corps 3
19 Engr Repl Bn 1 Airport LIPPSTADT 3
50 Navy Arty Bn 1 RAD (German Labor Service) 5
Volksstum 10 Stragglers 28
- Total 3146

3, 25S Pz Repl & Tng Regt: Regt consisted of two Bns, 1 Bn consisted mostly of
recruits and was located vic AUGUSTDORF (6968): 2 Bn consisted of trained rcplace—
ments: and convalescents and was'loentad at SENNELAGER {6753). Both Bns were formerly
used as a panzer pool for SS Pansger Divs, Howover, during the prosent crisis 2 Bn
was employed as a tactical unit, 2 Bn had approx 30 Panther, 50 Royal Tiger, and

40 Mk IV tanks, Both Bns consisted of A4 Cos cachj 180 men to each Co. 2 Bn left
-SENNEEAGER approx 29 Mar., PWs heard that CO of 1 Bn, Capt UDEN, surrendersd with
approx 400 men vic PADERBORN last Sunday, EM were-told that he should be shot

on sight,

» Fifty men of 2 Bn, plus some 300 convalescents from neighboring hospitals , Werc
to defend NEUHAUS, When our tanks approached the town most of them retreated,

‘When our First Army spearheads approached MARBURG, the tng area at SENNELAGER
(which is known as one of the largest Gorman Army camps) was' cleared, Most troops
left between 27 Mar and 1 Apr. All PWs of this unit confirm that a pool of Royal
Tigers, Panther and Mark IVs, totaling at least 300 tanks, were dispersed in woods
around SENNELAGER, These tanks were driven away between 27 Mar and 1 Apr in
direction of PADERBORN, DETMOLD, and HANNOVER, PWs state that SENNELAGER was
never bombed, Minefields have been sown in fields on both sides of the road
leading NE through MARIENLOH (7352)« They also claim many mines in ared between
SZNNELAGER and TEUTOBURGER FOREST, :

5 : -1-
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£ 371 M-AT Rep) ‘Br P Were” baptirsd VG WEVHAUS,  Untt constited mostly v
old and sick people, :This Bn, of Co gtrength, supplies re¢platements for a imit
- Tightimg-en East -front, fia fuen who “were captured came to draw Tations at o dwmi

aRbyreg o 98
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0 BE T.KEN FORWARD OF BN CPS, HQ BELOW REGT AND DIV ;RTY WILL DESTROY THIS
NT BY BURNING WITHIN TWENTY FOUR HOURS OF RECEIPT, &}

S

Hq, 83d Inf Div
APO g3, US Lrmy
2400, 4 Apr 45

G-2 PERIODIC itFPORT NO
(From OKO0OI to 042400 Apr L5)
MAFS: GSGS 4416, 1/100,000, Snocta P3, Q34

1. INELY SITU.TION AT @D OF PERIOD,

a, Enemy Front Linss: .idv elements reached B8804S7, BB’/S5AO, B8359 and RR at
33465, "

b. Units in contact: See Znnex No 1,

c. Reserves: 116 Pz Div remains unlocated and therefore available for com-
iitment, 130 Fz Lehr and 3 Pz Gren Divs have been reported counteratteocking
sninst the E wall of the pocket. Fus Bn of 361 Irf Div (one of the 2 ramaining
vs. in HOLL/ND) hes been identified on British front, Only Inf Divs carricd as
ruscerves for the west are 331 Inf Div (from N IIOLL/ND), 169 Inf Div (from NOEWAY)
und 715 Inf Piv (from ITALY), :

N

2. ENEY OPEIATIONS DURING PEiIOD.

2. General Summary:

. 329th Inf, Our attack in the morning through the woods at B5852 SE of
SENNEL.GER (B6753) caught the ensmy by surprise,. Tmo tanks and approx 60 inf
sleeping nearby wers taken, Our advence was temporaxily held up by two cnemy
tonks’ ot B797601 early in the afternoon. Modsrabe resistance wes then encountered
until our forces entered HORN (B8364) and VELDHOMS (Bg259), Here the enemy
riésisted stubbornly from house to house with 37 and Fang faust, Cur troops in
VELDO:. peceived considerable 20mm fire from the high ground to tho East, I & R
Flatoon encountered no opposition in recching Hill at B&ﬂj‘?‘ at close of period
our trocps in HORN hod advanced tc the railroad; VELDRQX Wy not completely
cleored,- ¥ :

Genmaj (prig Gen) KRYSSING, a Dane, captured in HOM
forinurly organized ond assumbled o voluntoor corps from DER ing
relicved after only three months in that command, he then served withithe Germans
. an observer. He has had no recent command, . J

331st Inf. .Attacking lote in the afternoon our forces advanced to B34Sy
21 B8347 agednst lignt scatiered resistance.

113 Cav Gp. Sk and HG fire characterized resistance during the gorning uc
“ur troops advanced to BUKE (Bg350); clearing it at 1600, AT gun at Ba45Q was

- -1-
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knucked out, and resistance was increasing with cur advance, By 1830 our troops
@ advanced to B8B0497, B889513, and BBEOLIT.

b. Component Elements:

Aidr, 1 1E-109 was. destroyed near Div,CP in BiD LIPPSPRINGE. (57451;). shortly
after 1400, Ehemy had strafed 2long highway SW of the town, At 1700, 330th Inf
reported 6 enemy aircraft strafed near RJ BLO53. . FEE

Armor. .5 enemy tanks were destroyed in 329th Inf gone, during the pericd.
Civilian reports 8 tanks vic BAD DRIBUAG (B88L9). i

Engineer, FWs report fields are mined cn both.sides of road running NG
from }ARTENLOH (B8252) to BAD LIPPSPRINGE, .

3. MISCELLANEOUS,

a; . Weather Forecast ~ 5 Apr 45: Scattersd to broken clouds forming in morning
with high clouds meving to the East late.in the day, Visibility good. Tuamperature
3% to 52 dogrees, o .

b, Sabotage: A booby trap apparently mounted on e spring of a + ton vehicle
cost ons soldier -both feet and injured another in NEUNKIRCHEN (By959) during the
periods The explosive was detonatod when one of the men stepped into the vohicle,
placing his-foot between the front seats and an inch or two to the rear, Only o
fow scraps of brown pzper and a battered eight-inch piece of aluminum remain of the
bemb, and its precise specifications are not known, Examinsticn of the vehicle
indicntes thot the explosicn was not coused by a mine in the road and thet the
burb was nounted in the spring or slightly higher in the right reer underpinning of
the vehiele, The vehicle was stationary when the explosion occurred and the bomb
was evidently a pressure type. &

The booby trap is believed to have been placed between 021900 April and
030915: April, while the vehicle was parked outside an american occupied buliding under &
tho general surveillance of a guard in the vicinity, The vehicle was driven to
anctiher part-of town at 0915 and parked outside a unit headquarters for approxirately
half an hour under constant observation of imerican soldiers standing outside. It
was driven o few yards to the center of the road, with the explosicn taking place
18 tho. other ‘members of the party were climbing in, CIC investigation to detorrine
he responsible parties-is -still incomplete.

This incident is strong evidénce of the need for constant vigilance agcinst
cbotage by a hostile native population. Standard military booby traps and matcrial,
<or makeshift devices pust be assumed to bu widely dispersed about this arez. All
that a would-be saboteur needs for another such act as this is carelessness on -ur

part, (Source:30th Inf Div)
@ loe
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hnnex No 2 to G-2 Per Rpt No 194,
EXPLOITATION OF C.PTURED DOCUWXENTS

1¢ SS Uoj Gen KRYSSING to HIMMLER

On L April 1945, 83d Inf Div ccptured SS Gruppenfuhrer (1aj Gen) CHRISTIAN
KRYSSING, a Danish fascist who cpparenmtly rcceived his commission in the Waffon
SS for purely political reasons. Brief interrogation (KRYSSING had a fracturcd
leg ~nd was suffering from shock) did not revoal any information of a military
nature, Our lists did not contain any reference to him. The following are
excerpts from two letters written by him to Reichsfuhrer SS HEINRICH HIMMLER:

11 June 1944
To the Reichsfuhrer $S;

I request that I be released from the Waffen SS because I am of no
further value to DENMARK while serving with the organization, I furthermore
do not wish to play any role in the future affairs of DENMARK., The following
are my reasons: .

Ify further use ceased when on 23 Feb 1942 T was thrown out of the
leadership of the "Free Corps" (Danish quisling orgn) without having been
glven the reasons for such action, I did not wish to return to DENMARK
then because I did not want to leave my two sons alone and because I felt
that I might be able to do something for the future of DENMARK while being
in the Waffen SS.

The first reason does not exist anymore, As for the second reason it
is clear to me that I am a stranger in Waffen SS affairs since no one has
seen fit to consult me on Danish policy,

I would request that my name not be considered for any command function
and T therefor drop any claim for a pension, In conclusion I wish to
request that S5 Obersturmfuhrer (lst Lt) LORENZEN, my adjutant, not be lost
for the cause of DENMARK and that he immediately be promoted to SS Haupt—
sturmfuhrer (Capt).

Heil Hitleril

C.K,

13 June 1944
To the Reichsfuhrer SS L

In reference to my letter of 11' June 1944 I wish to point out that SS
Obergruppenfuhrer (Lt Gen) BEST has convinced me that my further service in
the Waffen sS will benefit the future of DENMARK. Therefor I withdraw my
resignation, I do not wish to be responsible for any damage to the German
cause and therefor I have changed my decision. In the last three years I
have lost contact with Waffen SS and therefor believe that I cannot accept
& command function, I only wish to continue my service as.& symbol of Serman~
Danish amity, I wish, however, not to be assigned to any occupational force
in DENMARK.

In conclusion, I once more beg for the pramotion of 3S Obersturmfuhrer
LORENZEN, .

Heil Hitlerii -

C.K.

KRYSSING kept & diary consisting of brief eﬁtr'ies. of his travels, The .
following entry was in the space reserved for. 5 April (one day after capturse by
our trs)s MiAmerican PW?v . ' ¢

SETRER-
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2. Reviving the FRET KORPS in the SAUERLAND ¢
SR8 the FRAL KORPS in the SAURRLAND

A dogument found in g mail pouch taken from the. LUDEINGHAUSEN post. office
{classified top ‘sacrel) . indieates the Passibility: that FRET KORES. 5 being pew.

3. Dissension between Party and Army:
7 =———"_>%tvWoen Party and Army.

The following is a translation of a circular letter from a local party leader
his subordinate commanders; 5

o
o

LOENEN VOLKSSTURM o : * 30 March 1945

The fight approaches our homes, Around ug there passes a flood of
shattered andg scattered Wehrmacht bersonnel who retreat haphazardly before

,' the advancing enemy. It is a despicable picture of cowardice such as has
never been displayed in the Past. They do not carry forward the honorable
banner of the Prussian army, They are not soldiers of the National-
Socialist peeplels army, They are the Very ones who seek shameful escape
when the enemy approaches our Homeland,

L Total wer:

A document issueq by a Volkssturm Bn CO sheds new light on civilian attitudes
in the battle 2one. Following is a translation of portions of this document, .
which is classifieq "Top Secretiy

In the defense of HERFORD the following incidents wore observed:
During the occupation of the town by 1 Bn, 11 Pz Gren Regt, and when the
Americans began to approach the town, white flags were displayed By the
civilian population on church towers and beside shrines, In addition, it
was noticed that the Ortsgruppe (Nazi Party Local Office) was looted by the
civilian population and that pictures of the Fuhrer were scattered on the
streets. Civilians betrayed locations of our troops and artillery positions.

Signed, Bn Adjutant,
ISADORE HAMLIN,

st It, Inf, .
0IC, 0B Tean 420,

SECRET
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NOT TO BE TAKEN FORWARD OF BN CPS, HQ BELOW REGT AND DIV ARTY WILL DESTROY THIS
DOCUMENT BY BURNING WITHIN TWENTY FOUR HOURS OF RECEIPT.

Hg, 83d Inf Div
APO 83, US Army
2400, 5 pr b5

-2 PFRIODIC REPORT NO 19.
(From 050001 to 052400 Apw 45)
MAPS; GSGS 4416, 1/100,000, Gheets P3, Q.
1, ENEMY SITUATION AT*EMD OF PERICD.

Enemy Front Lines) Adv elms reached B6769, B6866, BT06L, COLE9, CO561,
OLSE, B99L9. . ]

©
€0960, C
by, Units dn Qogtau_g see Anfiex #ls

‘2, ENEMY OPERATIONS TRIBING PERICD.
- &, “Genoral St i 1 “Opposition from tanks and dug-in infamtry comprised the
bk of enemy res: during the period., Throughout the morning good advances

(B9363) and WOBBEL {BY487) temporarily slowed our odvance early in the afternoon,
When thd tanks were foxcod to withdraw, supporting infantry readily surrendereds k%
Sherealter, oppositios ¥pntinued moderate: as SCHIEDER (B9769) was.cleared and our¢ ]
troops oecupied SCHWAGENBERG ' (CO065)s ] )

whre.made agaim"t?wmd. SA fipe. Four tanks operating in the.vic of STEINHEINM

Qn the right of the Div zone an estimated 50 enemy resisted from dug-in
positions in vic B9E7585 shortly after 1200 hrs, Here, resistance was described
as scattered SA fire and occasional AT gun and tank fire, Good advances wcre
reglstered as the towns of LOWENDORF (CO561) and FURSTENAU (CO960) were enterod.

3. MISCELLANEOUS.

a. Weather Forecast - 6 April 45: Broken clouds with occasional showers
throughout tho morning and cont: ng through the afternoon. Visibility poor.
Conditions genorally unfavorable for all military operationse

b, Ficld Marshall MODEL: Several German officerd expressed their dislike of
the presont CG of the German Army Ghoup "B, They complain that MODEL does pot
consider the actual capabilities of the units subordinate to him, but considers
mainly T/0 strength and conditions which are not hampered by leck of transport,

Am, well-trzined Repls and an enemy airforce, - in other words = non-existant
conditions, - Gne officer PW declares that MODEL actually is the groatest soboteur .
bocause of 'his constant shifting of units from one sector to another, This creaigs
confusion, weakens the MIR during the time of the relief, and swallows the most .-
precious of all commodities, gasoline, provided the men don't have to march to
their new sector. A mareir in turn only creates groater fatigue ameng tho men.
Officers usually refer to this shifting of units by MODEL as the "Modeled",

(sce; 99th Inf Div, thru VII Corps G-2 Per Rpt No 90)

¢, Location of Div PW Cago: NIEHEIM (B9457)s 3
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Amnex No 1 to G-2 Per Rpt No 194.

1,
which they belonged,

TACTICAL INTERROGATION REPCRT NO 3
(Covering period 041600 to 051600)

Units In Contact: Following is a list of PWs taken today and the units to

82 Inf Repl Bn 38
396 Inf Repl Bn 16
464 Inf Repl Bn 8
398 Inf Repl Bn 3

146 Inf Repl Bn *

15 Ren Repl Bn (Recupera-
tion Squadron)

500 Pz Repl Bn

502 Hv Pz Bn

64 Pz Gren Repl Bn

26 Fus Bn

6 survey Repl Bn

371 D Bn

216 TD Co

0C School DETMOID

46 Lt AA Bn

887 Lt AA Repl Bn

512 It AA Bn

359 AA AT Repl Bn

PADERBORN Air-field

DETMOLD Adr-field

LIPPSPRINGE Air-field

V Alr Corps Res Bn

351 Coum Regt (A/C)

*Stragglers

w £2 3
NFJ—‘FN CNF WD NBE H ot

414 PWs were taken during the period,

DETMOLD Closs Combat Sch 17
(CT ALERECHT)

CT MEYER (from SENNELAGER) L4

19 Engr Repl Bn

35 smoke Co (WACs)

702 Transport Bn

1/6 Home Guard Bn

308 Home Guard Bn

11 Home Guard Bn

Home Guard Bn npn

6 Med Repl Bn

6 Vet Repl Bn

PADERBORN Hospital

Driver Repl Bn VI

MINDEN Driver School

NSKK

Polish Vorker (Army)

Ttalian Vorkers EArmy)

Russian Vorkers (Army)

Orgn TODT

Labor Service

Volkssturm

O WO W

BERr o BRuE LR

w
LN N

2, 82 Inf Repl Bn: PWs were on their way from GOETTINGEN to another training
area when They were comuitted as infantry, Entire Co of 60 men surrendered without
a fight, 2

3. 6 Inf Repl Bnye Unlt is composed of former Luftwaffe and Service personnel,
They were put Eﬁ Iine three days ago W of HORN (B8364) where they surrendered as
they had no ammunition for mortars and MGs, They had received rifles only a few
hours before American trs approached their positions,

4o 359 AA=AT Repl Bn: This tng unit Was broken up into small groups and sent
out from PADERBORN three days 2go. There were 4 = 20mm AA-AT guns per Co, This
unit generally supplies reinforcements for a unit now engaged on the Russian front,

5 gé Smoke Co: This unit and two others (51 and 54 Cos) were trained for
chemical warfare (smoke), These three Cos were composed of 150 men and approx
300 foreign born girls. During the last five days the men were being used as
infantry, PWs (2 Dutch and 1 Belgian girls) complained bitterly about the bad
treatment they had been getting from German soldiers,

KURT SANDER,
Capt, oMz,
0IC, IPW Team #51,

-]
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5, 6 & 7 Bns = 18-150mm Gun How
8 Bn ~ ? =210mm How

Supply of ammo and guns is down to the absolute minimum, Unit was under the
control of 12 SS Corps. An Inf regt, unit designation having a serial number ovenr
1200 and a CO by the name of Major BEITZ, was also stationed in DUSSELDORF, PW
believes that trs in the Ruht pocket are of much higher quality than the improvisedi
opposition at our front.

3 April, PW overhsard a conversation between Lt Col VEITH, CO of 571 Res & Tng
Regt and either Gauleiter MEYER or FLORIAN., The Gaulsiter and an assistant were
to make their way into the Ruhr in order to contact Genoral MODEL who is supposed
to be in the pocket, He and his nssistant were then taken to vic LICHTENAU, S of

" PADERBORYN, and starced on their journey.

PW claims thot 466 Inf Tng Div with its CP at BOKENDORF (0253) as recently as
3 April, controls 571 Res & Tng Regt, 6 survey Bn, plus all other misc units in
this sector,

4 April PW saw approx 10 damaged Tiger tanks, drawn by tracked vehicies, moving
E on road DRIBURG = BRAKEL.

Lt Gen BADE inquired at the home of Count Oynmhausen, DRIBURG, about the
whereabouts of General Kesselring, whom he was to contact., A general confusion
prevails ond nobody seems to know where the. OKW (High Command West) is located.

P heard that a bridgehecd W of WESER River between POLLE (715569) and
HOLZMINDEN (718561) should be maintained. A general retreat to the WESER has been
in progress, Civilians were warned not to carry jewelry or watches as jmericans -
wera known to take them away. Former financial wizard SCHACHT is rumored to be
kept in chains'at a concentration camp., When Kesselring was told to assumne
Rundstedt's command he is supposed to have said: "I don't mind taking over—but
certainly I can!'t hold the line eitherjiv -

4» 6 Driver Res & Tng Bn: Bn is composed of older men to be trained for trans-
vortation units, Bn was located at BIELEFEID. 4 April, when our spearheads
approached, epprox 100 men were put in line as inf and ordered to counterattack in
HORN when our forces had clready penetrated to the center of town, After being
beaten back; they withdrew under cover of night and arrived the following morning
0700 in STEINHEIM, Off PW in charge was told to proceed to ENTRUP (9759) and to
hold town at all costs. Renlizing today that all surrounding villages were
captured, Off PW, a lst Lt, decided to surrender. He left his village alone ond
was able to negotiate the surrender of his entire force very quickly as the Div
Cage wes conveniently located in the next town, only a mile distant,

5. 10 Air Corps Constr Co: Unit was used to build and repair airports, Co was
put in 1ine as inf 2 hours beford thuy surrendered in BREDENBORN (9958).

6. 1066 Signal Co: PW, capturcd vic DRIBURG, states that his Co arrived at that
town from KLINBY, DENMARK, 30 March, The transport leaving DENMARK 26 March
included 4 Btry, 1066 Arty Regt with approx 8 horse-drawn guns, caliber unknown,
Without being committed, 4 Btry and Sig Co procecded from DRIBURN to BRAGEL (7054).
PW believes that these units retreated towards HOEXTER (7155). 5 & 6 Btry, 1066
Arty Regt left DENMARK 20 Morch, and PW saw them at the RR station at HOEXTER 29
March, However, they did not detroin and probably continued towards HAMNOVER,

PW claims to have seen 157 Inf Regt, belonging to the same Div, at BRAGEL, Ho
further states that on 27 March, he saw 5 trains with approx 15-20 cars each,
loaded with guns and supplies, heading E frum HANNOVER, (OB Comment: Though 157
is not listed as one of the Regts under 166 Res Div it is apparent that PW!s. unit
belongs to this Div, 1066 Arty Regt belongs to this Div. Latest reports indicate
thet all three Regts-of this Div (660, 661, 662) after arriving from DENWRK have
buen iésntified by VII Corps.) .

. Closc Combat Sch DETMOLD (CT .Albrecht): This unit, named after its CO, It Col
lbrecht, fpmmerly belonging to Combat School DETMOLD, was organized 2 ipril of
700 cadremen of that school. They were put in line vis HORN from whers they
retroated to WOEBBEL (9467) with-about half its former ‘strengths NCO in chirgo




surrendered with his men, after It Col .lbrecht had.lef¥ them, i:rpbably lookin~ for
another K3 to be organized somewhere in the.rear. ~ . .7 ' g T

&. 286 Res & Tng Bn: Bn is organized in 4 Cos and has a strength of 400-500 men,

I js cTaim Yo belong to Div 466 zbV K'R3T; Bn arrived from HTRIORD (8491) in BoTN, -
30 March., 3d o had arders o hold town of NIDR (£472) bul never had & chence

‘o do so, oF ¥ . £ o e ’ :




/nuex No 1 to -2 Per Rpt No 195

/reas  The southern part of Hannover
Herover); Braunschweig (Brunswick),
Anhalt, and Provinz Sachsen (Province
of Saxony). Total area, 33,040 sq km,
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cattle country, 0il and Salswedel @ IP-
potash. Rubber manufacturing Celle, S{ 1
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ine industries around Hannover, /7/ Hanover D
Brounschweig; and Megdeburg, VI (.}6;1 P Braunschweig } &
with much wartime devel t. erden. ¢ o .
i Buckgburg s * Wolfenbuttel )’,Burg SII
Aduinistrative organization: Hiddeshoin Magdeburg *Alten-
Wehrkreis Hqs  Hannover, ganro
Recruiting-area Hq: Hannover, . Halberstadt !+ Zorb)
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Replacement Units

471 Mobilizetion Div (Hanover)

Inf Repl Regtl Staffs
Pa Gr - 13 Mogdsburg
‘ 31 Braunschweig
71 Hildesheim
216 Hemeln
267 Quedlinburg

Inf AT Repl Co'ls
- 13
31 Braunschweig
71 Henover :
216 i
267 Blankenburg

Inf Engr Repl Co
Holzminden

Ren Repl Bny -
- 3 Gottingen

171
216 stendal

AT Repl Bn
13 Braunschweig

Arty Repl Regtl Staffs
(Mtz) 13 Mogdeburg
(Mtz) 19 Hanover

31 Braunschweig

411 Div .#bV (Hanover)

Inf How Repl Co's
o) 15 Stendel
31 Braunschweig
71 Hanovor
216 Hameln .
267 Blankenburg

Inf Sig Repl Co's
Im:z; 13 Magdeburg
1 Braunschweig
1 Hildesheim

Inf Repl Bng
T 12 Halberstadt

+17 Braunschweig

66 Burg bei Magdeburg

73 Salswedel

82 Gottingen

191 Hildesheim

194 Celle

211 Hanover

348 Hameln

396 Northeim

398 Goslar

467 Blankenburg

487 Quodlinburg

497 Bernburg

588 Hanover . 2

590 ‘Hameln

Pz Gr
Pz Gr




Arty Ropl Bns

L 3 Magdeburg
19 Braunschweig
31 Braunschweig

v Mtz 49 Dessau

It 171 Braunschweig
216 Cottingen
vy 267 Hildesheim : -

Constr Engr Repl Bn
11 Halberstadt

Supply-troop Repl Bn (horsc-drawn)

11 Hanovur

MP-Supply troop Repl Bns
11 stendal
31 Magdeburg

Veteridary Repl Bn

11 Gottingen

Local-defense Repl Bn e

11 Hildesheim

Obsn Repl Bn .
. 31 :
Projector Repl Bn

1 Celle

Engr Repl Bns

& 4, Magdeburg

Pz 19 Holzminden
Signal Repl Bns
13 Hanover
19 Hanover
Pe 82 Magdeburg

Motor-maintenancu Rupl Bn
11 Hanover

Medical Repl Bn
11 Buckeburg

SHEERSEREA

Annex No 2 to G-2 Per Rpt No 195

Tactical Interrogation Report No 4
ZCover:.ng period 051600 to 061600)

1.

2.

No of PWs: 573,
Identification of PWss
39€ Inf Res Bn 29
146 Field Res Bn 2
396 Inf Res Bn b
18 Inf Res Bn 38
167 Inf Res Bn (EAR) 19
193 Inf Res'¥ Tng Bn 8 -
CT Major Groene - - L
'193 Reconyaléescent Marsch Co 19
193 Sccurity Bn 2

161 Marsch Bn 3
« - Reconvalescent Co, 412 Gren Regt 3

* Communication Tng Bn VI .

Driver Res & Tng Bn VI

Inf Tng School MOSEBECK

Closc Combat Sch DETHOLD

9/VI Rear Echelon Co

4 AA Res Bn 1

I/933: 1A Res Bn

46 (L) Ai-Res Bn

‘943 AL Bn

958 (L) AA Bn

48 (L) AA Bn (mtsz)

Stragglers

2ot
~Ee
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10/VII Air Corps Constr Co
Air Corps Engr Tng Bn STEINHEIM
L Air Corps Comm Bn E
6 Survey Res Bn

500 Pz Res Bn PADEREQGRN
Repair shep, Pz Lehr Div

19 Pz Engr Res Bn

6 TD Res Bn

I/6 Home Guard Bn

11 Home Guard Bn

L6k Home Guard Bn

Home Guard Bn "pn

I/6 Transport Co
Reconvalescent Squadron 15 Ren Res Bn
Med Det COLOGNE

QU STEINHAGEN

Med Det SENNELAGER

Airport LIPPSPRINGE

Police

Glessmaker Bn XVI

Jugoslav Workers (Army)

0. T. Workers

Hospital Cases

3. 571 Res & Tng Regtt PW Sgt, Count von der Schulenburg, was on a wedding

furlough to marry Countess Oeynhausen-Sierstoff at DEIBURG (6855),
" the same name was formerly German Amba.
band of the Queen of HOLLAND.
ated at DUSSELDORF 23 March, and arrived the following day in
LHIBURG where he had to report several times to

related to the hus
766, which was Loc

located at.that time in the same town,

PW states that all 8 Bns of

Urganization of Bn is as follows:

ssador to

RUSSIA; and his future in-laws a
PW left his unit, Volks Arty Co

the CP of 571 Res & Tng Regt

1&2Bns = 12-75mm AT Guns
3.& 4 Bns = 12-105mm Gn How
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766 Volks Arty Corps are in and vic of DUSSKID(RF.




