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20.8.45.

In connection with the action hereinafter reported
it 1s to be noted that most of-the regiments successful
operations had hinged sround towns. The regiment was ac-
cuftomed to assembiing ir & villege. In this case they
used the town for an assembly areca end they went to the
river via theshortest route. In the Judgment of the
Regimental Commender this fact haa a conslderable bear-
ing or the opereation of 13 April.

The fighting in Barby hed been quite severe on the

night of 12 April and after Col Edwin B. Crebill talked

‘the situation over with the Commending Cereral it was de-

cided that the regiment would not attempt to cross the

Elbe until the following morning. - Both the 2d and 3d

Bus had suffered feirly heavy casualties in this brief
action, the sggregete number being 24 men and one offi-
cer killed, 35 EM wounded and 5 EM missing.

At Bivouac the regiment occupied ground roughly
elong the railroad line W of Barby. Lone of its elements
hed, as yet, progressed as far as the river bank,

Thet right the enemy pulled out completely from Bar-
by end it is presumed thet all of his forces_fled across
the river. The Burgomeister formally surrendered hhe
town at 0945 on 13 Ap;il, and vhen the Inf thereupon ad-
verced on the Elbe the engineers who were to do the

brideing moved right elong with them. In anticipetion



of this advence Lt Col Tim 0'Cook, commanding the lst Bn

mede & personal rcn of the W shore. An order had come down

from Div s to whether the regiment was to meke the cross-
[
ing. This was at the o0ld ferry site, which had already

been reconnoitered by members of the Div staff who had
flown across the Elbe in a cub plene. The lst Bn closed
on the river line by 1230, Co E going down to clear the
ferry site. The engineers, bringing thelr heavy equipment
to the-river bank at the front of the column of Inf, got
the boets into the water immediately, and within 30 minutes
the lst Bn was moving across the water. The 34 Bn on the
left and the 24 Bn on the right were in fire positious,
3d Bn Co in the ractbry building and along the river line
while Co E was covering from close to the waters edge with
its mortars et the edge of the town. The rest of 2d Bn
was in position among the buildings at Barby. As a matter
of fect the two battalions who were supposed to provide.
fire support were only Jjust engaged in setting up while
1st Bn went forwerd and they were berely set into position
when the time came for:lst Bn to deploy elong the river.

In & rough line of 54iboats with Co A on the right and
Co C on the left, the Bn front moved escross the Elbe et
1330. The Elbe is ebout 200 yards broad st this point.
Tot a single weapon opered fire on the Bn during the cross-

ing and no Germans were seen in the vicinity. . Cook led his



Bn right ihto Walternienberg, closing on thet village
by ebout 1500. By derk, two Pletoons of Tank Destroy-
ers %nd all of the AT guns of the regiment were elso
across the river. One Pl:stoon of tenks came across
thet night. (See the note further elong on Craybill.)
_ Ilow it 1s to be noted that the crossing in the
assault boats wes made 600 yards down stream from the
ferry site and between the ferry site end the railroed
bridge. This was an intentional deception which sdded
immessurably to the success of the operation. Upon
éropping the assault bosats, the engineers moved up
stream immediately and started building fhe ferries.
They had spent the morning collecting materiels for
this purpose. About 1430 or a little later, the first
ferry went into operation and before long two more
were being serviced. It was just ebout this time that
the enemy started shelling the site where the assault
bocts hed shoved off eround noontime, and they also
liberally shelled the reilroad bridge area. This shell-
ing wes mainteined partly by big guns and partly by as-
sault suns throughout remeinder of the afternoon and’
durine the hours of derkness. But the enemy did not
shell the ferry site at eny time. It hﬁd heppened thet
e German ren plare had also come across the Elbe at the

time of the assault boat crossing and had strefed the



troops, puncturirg one of fhe boats. It is believed that

this plene carried back 1nforgﬁtion ebout the eerly cross-
ing, .

£Lbout 1500 the engineers sterted rolling the bridge
materiel in. The work on the bridging did not actuelly
get under veay hovever until about 1900, erd the bridge
wes not completed until 0730 on the second dsy.

(As he brou~ht his men into the river bank for the
Inf crossing, Col Crabill had gone up end down tle line
exhorting hié men with these words: "Don't weste the
opporturity of & life time. You are on vour wey to -
BERLIN. You can cet ecross without heving & shot fired
at you. 3ut you heve to move now. Don't wait to orgen-
ize. Get going. Get over there in any shape that you
cen." It wes in this feshion thet the Br hed crossed the
river. It had proceeded without order &rd with the men
scrambling for the boets es fast es they could go. Cre-
b1ll seld thet he ectually booted some of his men in the
pents to make them go faster.)

The 2d Bn crossed the river durlng the early pert of
the right end the 34 Bn, starting its move around 2400,
was complete on the E bank of the river before dawn of
the rext day. The forces E of the river consisted of omne
Inf regimeft, three Tlatoors of Tank Destroyers (one of

which hed made the croseing with the 24 Bn) end the pletoon



Thet ol bt the £o17 w1 @

frowm the Lriize

ihe regluert's lefl veg et Flotz gtoub SE0C

‘erds to the b and wes tent back glong the reilroed

trock., The rigmt flerk turred from the soutlern ecdze

2k throush the voods ¢t 8980 and

of %elteruienhers, he
thence to the river.) 4ll of tiis courtry is perfectly
flet ernd 1ls quite vell wooded, 'end studded with swell
villege=s, At thet disterce erd from the rwositiors elong
the hrid-ehcacd rerimeter there ves precticelly no chence
for eremy observation of the bridre site.

The destroyers and “o ks were ¢l1 rut in the peri-

meter ernurd Valter ierberg cxcert for one ilatoor of

destroyers v ileh were covering the rpositions cround
Flotz. They were unsed to buck up the Int line diréctly,
coverirg the tenk eryrrocches to the Irnf positions, 211
of tie Irf coupenles vere in contact, srd =11 the bn

CI's were in walternierbers. The enemy counterettacked

four times during the first right with en Inf force of

erproxime tely Br. strength surported by en urkrnown rum=—

ber of esseult cuns. The method of seseult vas thet

sfter orly a fev rounds by the asseult gune, the Inf
would enme or in e¢nd cherge under cover of interse

machire cun fire. To wmekc the shortest emproech on



the center of the fmcricer rositions, they derloved from
out of the woods to tlie I urd i. of helteriienbers. These

etteacks were nede by tle £d Br of the Lergenzler Regt,

rhiorst Div, e speclally constituted outfit largely

commosed from OCS men, vho fousht irtelligently end per-

sietertly. OSrabill's rec mt hed Aug ir all eround the

Tericeter,
zet

At 2b-ut 2300 Co E et Flotz began to/fire from forces
which hed filtored ir or both sices of their nosition,
Tiwelly this eremy =ot irto “cusec of the villese end the
Co beger to drew fire from close up. The Co therecuvon
esked for tre artillery to he turned directly ageinst its
cwn rositiorn and the mer ~ot dovn into the besements of
the lisuses as t'is corcertration fell emong them., This
fire from two Bns of the supportirg Div ertillery effec-
tively checked the ettsck znd the eremy Inf withdrew from
Flotze.

£t welternlenberg the atteck was pressed to & point
where severel squads of the eneny got in emony the louses
of the villeze, but these were driven beck by the support-
ing fire from the destroyers avd by rifgewen vorking et
close rerge. A check of the ground or the followirg morn-
ing shtoved that five of the enemy's assault guns hcd been
destroyed. But heczuce of the darkress it vas not rossi-

ble to esteblish whetler this result hsd been obtaired by



the destroyers or by the surporting artillery fire.



Interview Number 1

Unit: 320th Inf. Regt., 834 Inf. Div.
Action:

Source: 1gt Lieutenant Willlam Stout, Ass't. B-3;
Bergeant Marion A. Knoll, Operations Sergeant;
Tec 4 Harry Curtis, Ass't. 8-2.

lpterviewer: 1gt Lt. Prank Houcek

Place and Date of Interview: Walterniemburg, Germany (DS88Z);
. 1430, 20 April 1945; 1000, 21 April 1945. T
tlans: GBGE 4416, Munster, Dortmund, Detmold, Paderborm,
Hildesheim, Halberstadt, and Magdeburg Sheets, 1:100000.
Journals: g-3 Journals, 329th Inf. Regt., April 1945.

COMMENTS

At the time of this interview, at the 329th Regimental
CP, all the men had been well rested and had had ample |

- opportunity to clean up. The CP was located on the division's

bridgehead over the Elbe River.

¥ajor Bagley, 8-3 of the regiment, referred me to his
assistant for any information needed, as he was busy at the
time. Having been introdueed to the functioming of the
4th Info & Historical Sv in Heuss, Germany, after the push
to the Rhine, they keg: notes on each day's happenings :
which were exiremely helpful, although not as detailed as
they might have been gat least partly due to the extremely
fast moving situation). When asked to recall times, or
types of resistance at different phases of the operation,
they would say that we would be able to get a more accurate
account of it from the batitalions themselves.

-




Interview with Lt. Stout, Sgt. Knoll, sSgt. Curtis, 329th.
gl

The first few days, as youyknow, were merely a move
from one assembly area to another. The 329th Infantry
cros;ed the Rhine River beginning at 1900 on 29 March
'1945, moving to an assembly ares about four miles west
of Bruckhausen (A269359¥%. ‘We again moved on the 30th
to the vieinity of Eppendorf (A565485), which was
approximately 30 meiles from our former area., At 1700 on
Si March we again moved to the vicinity of Seppenrade
(A765517). There, Task Force George, consisting of
Company I; 34 Battalion Headquarters, and the an£itank
‘company, was sent to Olfen (A755457%) four miles south
of Seppenrade. Their mission was to hold the momth
flank of the division along the Lippe Cenasl and prevent
a counterattack from developing on the regiment's
exposed right flank., The 1lst of April found us crossing
the Dortmund-Ems Canal at 0330 and moving to a point
three miles east of TLudinghausen (A798526), thence to
Ascheberg (A920548) and on to Beckum (B210510% for the
night. There, while the remainder of the regiment stayed
in Beckumj the 24 Battalion was committed on the north
side of the Lippe Canal, in the regiment's zone, The
I & R Platoon was with the 2d Battelion, and it hed}l&ttle
difficulty in Company F's area with some Germans on the
south side of the canal, but no crossing was made by
either side.
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The 1lst Battalion was relieved in Beckunm by elements
of the 95th Infantry Division and was alerted to move
between 1500 and 1600 of 3 April to relieve elements of
theg8th Armored Division north of Neuhaus (B675500%. Upon
the completion of this relief, the battalion moved into
the town against negligible resistance from a few rifle-
men. The 34 Battalion also moved to a new assembly area
in Sennelager (B678530). The 24 Battalioﬁ, heving not
yet been relieved by the 95th Division, was still on line
eiong the Lippe. It had been completely relieved and hsad
moved to Haustenbeck (B716614) by 0200, 4 spril. On the
morning of 4 April, the lst Battalion shoved off from
Neuhaus to the northeast, through Bad Lippspringe (B750545)
and on to Schlangen (B765575), where it reverted to
division reserve. About 1100, the 2d Battalion moved
from Faustenbeck to Horn (B833646) as the left assault
battallon, receiving smell arms fire from the wooded
area along the rosd. On the outskirts of Eorn, small
srms and direct ZOmm Tfire was received as resistance
stiffened, but the town hsd been cleared by 2000. The
3d Battalion (- Company I) moved across country from
Sennelage® through Schlangen at 1100 and was held up at
about.BSOGOjby Task Force Biddle, which was stopped
along the road. The battalion was then told to swing

across country to Veldrom (B830595), but tank, 20mm,
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up in Vinsebeck (B893640) in division reserve. The 1lst
Battalion, which was at Schlangen, proceeded through

Horn, passed through the 34 Battalion at Vinsebeck, and
went through Steinheim (B936640), Lothe (B975657), Hage-
dogg (B983634), Ruensiek (B990641), Brakelsiek (B985670),
and was met with small arms and tenk fire upon approaching
Schwalenberg (C007654). Shortly theresfter, the tanks took
off for the east and the town surrendered by early evening

without eny trouble. The 34 Battalion had moved to Stein-

" heim in the meantime. The 6th of April found the lst

Battalion leaving Schwalenberg, only to be held up after

‘a short advance, by a road block at €0566, Jjust west of

Rischenau (C065660), Here, infantry and antitank guns
gave a small amount of trouble. Companies A and ¢ then
continued to Elbrinxen (C045890), at which point they met
Company B, which had been sent to Brakelsiek (B985670) and
through the dense woods between there and Elbrinxen. The
battalion then continued its advance to the eést, through
Rafsiek (C057695), Sabbenhausen (C067695), Worderfeld .
(c020693), and pulled up in Vahlbruch (C105693). The I & R
Platoon had pweceeded them through this whole advance.

The 24 Battalion, which had been in Scheider (B975695),
moved to Harzberg (C007707) with a mission of clearing out
the pass through the hills and protecting the 3d Battalion

as 1t proceedeé through. After this had been accomplished,
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the 24 Battalion proceeded to assembly areas in Glas-
hgitte (B9972) and Harzberg, later moving to Lugde
(c038745). At 1500, the advance to the east was
resumed, the battalion resching Kemnade ((C221778) by
nigitfall. Gompény B was sent to Brevorde (Cl65697)
about midnight becasuse some enemy activity was noticed

there. The 34 Battalion passed through the 24 Battalion

“in the pass northeast of Scheider, moved throﬁgh Lugde,

and then advanced 36 kilometers along the north boundary
of the division to the Weser River. The river was

crossed at Grohnde (C160815), and the battalion arrived

*at Halle (C256788) at-1300. Company K was sent to

Hunzheim (¢2878) and Company I went to the east side
of Bodenwerder (C225770) where it encountered very
stiff resistance.

On the 7th of April, the 1lst Battalion cleaned out
the wooded area from Vahlbruch to the river, concentrating
on the area around Brevorde. The battalion crossed the
river later that day on two German ferrj sites near
Hehlen (C193779). The 24 Battalion (- Company E) crossed
the river in the morning and by nightfall had reached
Brunkensen (C397790). Company E attacked toward Polle
(c15868) when the enemy was sighted attempting to eross
the river there. The 34 Battalion cleared éreitenkamp
(c2477326) end continued on theEschershausen ((3172),
where Company I also returned. The bgttalion, intect,
then continued its advence to the east, having the

-5-



834 Reconnaissance Troop screening their advance to the
Leine River.

on 8 April, the 1lst Battalion crossed the Weser
Rivsr at 1000 and moved to an assembly area at Delligsen
(c418736), then to another at Alfeld (C435785), after it
had been taken by the 2d Battalion. The 24 Battalion
Jumped from Brunkensen (¢397790) at 0730 and took Warzen
(c410778), Alfeld, Eimsen ((C4380), Langenholzen (C4579),
and was on its objectives of Wrisberg (C4983), Grafelde
(€5083), Sellenstedt (¢5182), and Adenstedt (C5180) by
1600. The 3d Battalion took off from the Leine River at
,0730, and by 1600 its objective of Lemspringe (C5676) and
Harbarssen (C5379) had been reached. The Recon Troop went
on and cleared Bockenem (C6482), securing the bridge over '
the Nette River there.

The division boundary was shifted to the right on the
morning of 9 April, and the lst Battalion, which was still
in Alfeld, moved to occupy it in the¥icinity of Gehrenrode
(c5773), relieving elements of the 330th Infantry in that
sector about 1600:. The 24 Battalion was relieved by
elements of the 2d Armored Division in its area around
£5080. The 3d Battalion moved from Lamspringe to the
vicinity of Neuhof (C5878) as the left flank battalion.

The 1lst Battalion jumped off in the right sector at
0800 on 10 April, advancing from Gehrenrode against light
resistance at Goslar (C8571) and Oker ((8971) and reaching
Schlewecke (C9370). The 24 Battalion, in reserve, followed
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the 1lst by bounds and stopped for the night in Harlingerode
(C917715). The 34 Battalion jumped off from Neuhof and
met light resistance in moving to Vienenburg ((C9476).
The disposal of prisoners was the main problem for the
unf%s, and all sorts of improvised transportation had

to be devised to transport them to the PV cages. During
the advance, one platoon of the 83d Reconnaissasnce Troop
was in front of each of the lst and 3d Battelions as a
screening force. As the regiment approached the Harz
Mounteins during the morning, the I & R Platoon had to

make a reconnaissance a short distance into the mountains

.along each road passed in the advance, and an antitank

gun was pleced on each road to protect the regiment's
flank against any possible counterattack from that
direction.

The 2d Battalion attacked at 0700 on 11 April from
Harlingerode and by nightfall had cleared Bettingerode
(0955723), Stapelburg (D017710), Veckenstedt (D065712),
Langeln (D108725), Heudeber (D142717), moved through the
southern half of Halberstadt (D28@l), and teken Wegeleben
(D370705) and Harsleben (D320688), where it held up for
the night. The 34 Battalion started from Vienenburg at
0800 end swung southeast to asslst the 24 Battalion at
Halberstadt. At 1600, the.battalion moved to Groningen
(D395765), where it met heavy resistance with most of the
night being required to clear the town. The lst Battalion
went into regimental reserve and followed the 24 Battalion

s



all day, after having cleared out the woods near
Schlewecke on the regiment's right flank. It spent
the night in Halberstadt.
¢ The instructions to the 34 Battalion for 12 April
were to move straight through to the £lbe River as fast
as possible, without bothering to clean out the sector
thoroughly. The 1lst Battalion followed along behind to
attend to the cleaning up operation. The 3d Battalion
was bo seize the reilroad bridge at Barby (p8582) end
cross the river if possible. However, after having had
'only light resistence all the day, the battalion ren
hinto a tough defense line at the outskirts of Barby in
the middle of the afternoon, and by nightfall it had
only been able to gain a foothold in the outskirts of
the town, The enemy'employed mortars, panzerfaust fire,
and small arms to good advantage to hold off the
battalion there. The railroad bridge was blown up at
1945. The 24 Battalion took the right sector of the
regiment.and moved off from Wegeleben early in the
morning, meeting light resispance in its advence 'to
the river. One company was then sent north to help the
3d Battalion at Barby, but was unable to enter the town
that night. The 1lst Battelion spent the night in Gravpak (22483
(r’e\'respen—(DBTS-l) emi-Grosse-Mublingen (57586)) in

regimental Treserve.
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Barly in the morning of 13 April, the burgermeister
of Barby sent word to the 34d Battalion that the troops
had left the town and that it would surrender at 0945,
and at that time the 2d and 3d Battalions botk moved
in® the town, closely followed by the lst. The 1st
Battalion then proceeded to cross the river in assault
boats at 1330; the operation was "just like a Sunday
afternoon picnic," with no fire of any kind being received
at the time. The town of Walternienburg (DBBBZ) was soon
taken, with only slight resistance of small arms and a
little self-propelled gun fire. At 1500, the 24 Battalion
-followed the 1lst across the river, advancing to Walter-
nienburg and then swinging north to Flotz (D8784). The
.5d Battalion was at that time being held in reserve in
Barby. The battalion crossed the river between midnight
and dawn of 14 April, however, because of a rather strong
counterattack against the elements which were already
across. One of the four enemy counterattacks was an
aftempt to eﬁulate the American marching fire technique,
but the enemy was mowed - down and the attack completely
broken up.

Plans were made to continue the‘attack at 1600 of
14 April, but this was called off, probably because of
the elimination-of the 24 Armored Divisiont's bridgehead
to the north. During the evening, Combat Command R of
the 2d Armored Division crossed our bridge and took.over
the left sector of the bridgehead. There were no other

position changes. .
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An attack was launched at 0930 on 15 April by the
regiment, for thé purpose of enlarging the bridgehead
area. The lst Battalion, on the right, moved six or
seven kilome;ers, occupying Nutha (D9382), while the 3d
Bat!alion passed through the 2d, on the left, and advanced
to a line roughly even with the 1st Battalion. The 1lst
Battalion met resistance from dug indAnfantry and self
propelled guns in its advance through the woods between
AWalﬁerneinburg and Nutha., The 2d Battalion was held in
reserve in Welternienburg at that time. The situation
has remained comparatively stationary since that time,
with only slight changes in the boundaries.

Generally speaking, there was practically no resis-
tance in most of the towns captured by the regiment.
However, several hard fights were encountered, and there
the resistance might well be termed fanatical. Usually,
the taking of a town required nofmwore than sevgral bursts
of .50 caliber machine gun fire, or at best a couple of rounds
of tank fire. Resistance, when there was any, practically
always consisted of small arms fire and panzerfausts, with
an occasional self propelled gun thrown in. The operation
was hsrd on the men because tﬁere was very little organic
transportation and it was often necessary ﬁo pile 20 or 30
men on a tank or tank destroyer and make long runs lasting
all day. The# when a town was reached where they could
stop for the night, 1t often took till midnight to get it
cleaned up. As the men had to get up very early each

morning to prepare for the next day's advance, they got
=10~



vary little rest most of the way here.
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Interview Number 2

Unit: 1st Battalion, 529th Infantry.
Action;

Source: Captain Dennis E. ﬂer‘m’.ck’s, B=3.

Miterviewer: 1gt Lt Frank Houcek

Place and Date of Interview: Nutha, Germany (139482);_
. 1100, 28 April 1945, :
ilans: @SGS 4416; Detmold, Paderborn, Hildesheim,
Halberstadt, and Uagdsburg Sheets, L:100000.
Journals: None used in interview.

COMNE y1g  ~

Although offensive operations had ceased Tor better
-vhan & veek and everyons had anple time in which wo
recuperave from thelr trying dash, Captain Henricks
8%ulll appeared slightly weary and unable To make
exact sitatements. This, on the other hand, mignt nave
 been caused by unknown circumstances.



Interview with Captain Hendricks, S-3, lst Bn., 329th Inf.

On 3 April, the 1lst Battalion took over the sector
held by elements of the 8th Armored Division around
Padewborn (B7047) about 1800 and had advanced to and
taken Neuhaus (B675500) about 30 minutes later. As there
was a rumor afoot that 200 88 troops and some tanks were
going to counterattack the town that night, the battalion
set up a perimeter defense there, but this attack did not
c'oxng off. The next morning, the battalion was given the .
mission of clearing the woods from Neuhaus to Bad
Lippspringe (B750545) along the north side of the road.

. A considereble supply of ammunition and food were found

there, and from 80 to 90 prisoners were taken without
mach trouble. Company A did this job, while Company B

swept two other woods in the same area. The two companies

also found two intact enemy tanks, and these were destroyed

on the spot. Company C went up the main road to Bad
Lippspringe on the tanks which were attached to it.

After arriving there in the afternoon of 4 April, the
battalion moved on to Kohlstadt (B7859) in division
reserve. ‘ _

On the morning of 5 April, Company B went to Horn

(B833646), with the rest of the battalion following about
noon. There, the battalion took over the 2dt Battalion's

1



sector and Company C went on tanks to Steinheim (B936640)
with Companies A and B following behind on trucks. At
Steimheim, Company C ran into the rear of Task Force
Ritchie at the edge of town and was held up there until
the task force had taken the town. However, at Lothe
(B9’7065'?’) Task Force Ritchie was held up by tank fire
from the front, so the battalion swung to the right and
occupied Hagedorn (B985654) and started from there to
Schwalenburg (CO07654). It got to Ruensiek (B990641)
but started getting tank fire from the ridge over
Schwalenburg. The valley between Ruensiek and Schwalen-
'burg was flat, with a steep cliff along the right slde
of the road. When the battalion commenced. shelling the
town and the supposed position of the tank with white
phosphorus, a nunber of buildings, including a barn on
the left side of the road in the valley, were set on
fire, lighting up the neigh'bbrhood after dark. The
battalion could not cross the valley on the right,
however, because of enemy infantry sttting on top of the
cliff with panzerfausts. However, t.he tank and infan-
trymen pulled out of the area before dawn and the
battalion moved into Schwalenburg easily on the morning
of 6 April. Company B then moved through Elbrinxen
(C045690) and started to clear the wooded hill to the
west of the town, at C0268. Task Force Ritchie went

=



through the pass between /Schwalenburg and Elbrinxen

but ran into antitank, 20mm and small arms fire from a
road block at the east end of the pass (C0566). The
battalion, behind the task force, tried to move up over
the®hill .on the left to Elbrinxen but was unable to Tind
the supposed path through the woods and was forced to
return to the main road. 'ask Force Ritchie had by

that time received word to pull back, but the battalion
commander got Golonel Ritchie to wait until 1t had passed
th;*ough and gone on past the road block. Company C,
riding on tanks, Vmanaged to get around the corner and
headed toward Elbrinxen, but a tank commenced firing

on the road from the cliff to the right and considerable
small arms fire was also received from the position
(00667), which prevented the rest of the battalion from
using that route. The rest of the battalion swung
around the hill to the north and came into Elbrinxen.
Company B had meanwhile finished clearing off the hill
and had passed through Elbrinxen and gone on 4o Ratsiek
(C057695). Company C followed them there and finally
the rest of the battalion also caught up with them at
Ratsiek. Company C, with the tanks, then proceeded to
pass through Sabenhausen (C067695), Worderfeld (0(590695)
and Vahlbruch (Cl05693) that evening with 1ittle

-



Interview Number 3

Unit: 24 Battalion, 329th Infantry Regiment.
Action:

Source: ' Lieutenant Golonel Granville A. Bharpe, Commanding
Officer; Captain Antonio J. Gaudio, 8-3; lst Lieutenant

Samuel T. Hastings, 8-2.
I®terviewer: 1gt Lieutenant Frank Houcek.

Place and Dete of Interview: Walbternmiemburg, Germany (D8882),

. 1100, 23 April 1945,

ilans: @8GS 4416; Detmold, Paderborm, Hildesheim,
Halberstadt, and Magdeburg Sheets, 1:100000.

Journals: None used in interview.

COI‘-‘.MENTS
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Interview with Lieutenant Colonel Sba‘rpe, Captain Gaudio,
Lieutenant Hastings, 2d Battalion, 329th Infantry.
The first fight the battalion engaged in during
the push occurred during the clearing of the pass
thr;ugh the wooded hills between Kohlstadt (B7859) and
Horn (B833546). The movements of the battalion prior
to that engagement, which took place on 4 April,
consisted only of moving from one assenmbly area to
another. In the pass, an enemy lieutenant colonel and
59 men, many of whom were Lufitwaffe personnel, defended
the pass from the steep hills on each side of the road
‘as it led into the hills. They employed panzerfausts,
small arms, and one 20mm flak gun in defending two road
‘oloqks which had been constructed in the pass. After
these road blocks had been broken through, the battalion
advanced through the pass with foot patrols scouting to
the front and the rest of the men foilowing on tanks
and tank destroyers. Major General Kryssing was
captured by Company E on a hill just outside of Horn,
which town was cleared by about 2800 in the evening.
Out of the reported 160 men who had been brought in .
from Paderborn (B705473) for the defense of Horn, 146
were taken prisoner at that time. There were some young

and fanatical enemy troops defending from the steep
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slopes along the road leading into Horn and it was
necessary to kill them before the town could be entered.
The resistance they put up might be termed fanatical,
buy a little tank fire soon induced that part of the
garrison in Horn itself to surrender. No artillery
fire was received during the operation.

Task Force Ritchie passed through the battalion
at Horn on ‘the morning of 5 April, and at 1100 the
battalion commenced following the task force. Company
G was attached to the task force itself, and when the
force got to Schieder (B975695) toward evening, it
proceeded to wade head on into a road block defended
with small arms and panzerfausts. "There shbuld.n't
have been a fight, but the task force had made no
reconnalssance,” was the opinion expressed. After the
road block hé.d been encountered, Company G and the
elements of the task force pulled back and the town
was shelled by the tanks and tank destroyers. Company
F was sent around to the right and, with Company G, moved
into the town. It was oleaned out that night, with the
taking of 151 prisoners. Company F, which had to be
shuttled along in the kitchen trucks because of a lack

of any other transportation, got to Schieder later

that evening.

—o-






