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THE RHINE-ELBE OPERATION

Comments on the part pla&ed by the 834 Infantry
Division 1 April 45 to 20 April 45: _
Having shown capabilities as a dependable fighting
wnit, in the advance to the Rhine River, the 83d
Infantry Division was chosen to play a leading role in the
assault made by the Ninth US Army across the great nlains
of Prussia. This was to be a hreakthrough mission spear-
headed by armor; however the division with ingenuity kept
abreast of\'bhe motorized wnits, and was able to effect a
strong bridgehead across _‘bhe vital Elbe.River, the only
bridgehead successfully held by the Ninth Army troops.

The initial hreak through had been achieved already
by the XIII Corps, and this simplified the infantry's first
mission. The 83d Infantry Division was attached to the
24 Armored Division, which was ordered to cross the Lippe
Cansl and River, pass through the bridgehead established
by the XVIII Airborne Corps, advancing east in -one
seizing Ludinghausen (A8058), then cross the Dortmmnd-Ems
Canal and cbntinue to cut the commnication facilities of
the Ruhr east and southeast of Hamm (BOG42). This operat-
ion was accomplished within two days and opened the way
to the vast eastern plains.

As the 2d Armored Division pushed speedily through




its zone, the SSd\Division had to mop up those bypassed
enemy pockets that the armor had not reduced. The
crunbling remmants of the German army offered little
resistance to our armored spearheads and less to the

83d Division, for as we continued to advance behind the
2d Armored the only obstacle to the advance was traffic
congestion caused by large nunbers of refugess and dis—
placed persons, about 18,000 of whom had left their camps
and were moving to the west.

On 31 March the corps mission was changed to read,
Yoross Dortmund-Ems Canal and secure all bridges intact
across the Lippe River with the Dortmund-Ems Canal as
right flank from Hamm to Dortmund and reconnoiter to the
south until hitting something.™ )

© The elements of a complete breakthrough were evident

in that spearheads were never opposed by ény organized
division of the German Army. Great nunbers of separate

infantry replacement, training units, home guard
battalions, recuperative units, AAA units, and a great
host of rear echelon and service troops were encountered,

and our PW cages often held a weird collection of these
troopse.

The only divisional unit encountered in the early
phase of the drive was elements of -the 116th Panzer
Division which were defending Hamm with the hope, event-

vwally, of finding a gap in the rapidly=-closing northern

wall of the Ruhr pocket.
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1 Anrilfound the 834 Division taking up positions
along the Lippe River as the 2d Armored continued its drive
toward Lippstadt (B4242). At this time the 83d was released
from attachment to the 24 Armored.

The reason for the mission of taking over the Lippe
was not only to establish contact with the enémy, protect
the main supply route, and the Corps right flank; but to
prevent the 11l6th Panzer Division, known to be sliding along
the northern wall of the Ruhr pocket from finding an outlet,
in this general vieinity. However, the First and Ninth
Armies junction in Lippstadt sealed in the lléth Panzer
Divieion and msny other such crack German units.

The 83d Division remained in its position along the
north bank of the Lippe for two uneventful days and on the
third was relleved by the 95th Division.

The proposed plan at this time wasto give the 24 Armored
the left.sector of the Corns zone, followed by the 30th
Infantry Division, allowing the 8th Armored to pass through
the 83d and spearhead i1ts drive in the right sector, having
the 113th Cavalry Group aftached.

Immediately the ilzth Cavalry assumed the job of
screening the 83d and the drive was resuméd, the objective
being a bridgehead over the Weser River. The 329 Infantry,
assumed control of the division's left sector while the

331 Infantry took over the right sector. The 330 Infantry,




st3i11 holdinz the line on the Lippe between the attacking
o%Bth and 8th Armoved Divisions, was eventually to contact
the 331 RCT and provide flank protection for not only
division but the corps right flank, This, however, did

not materialize, Ffor the 330 Infantry was held in its posit—v
ion along the Lippe and finally placed(in corps reserve,
while still holding the river line.

The transportation situation was a very serious problem,
not only during this phase but also through the whole onerat-
ion. Both corps and army, having their own supply difficulties,
‘had very few if eny trucks to lend the 83d. This being the
case, tanks, TDs, artillery prime movers, anti-tank ton and
a halves, kitchen trucks, and even Jerry trucks were used to
keep in contact with the fast-moving armored elements. The
use of kitchen trucks to transport troops made it utterly
impossible to serve hot meals, even oncc a daye
‘ The terrain, up to this point, had been quite open and
flat, making it exceedingly good tank country, but as the
113th Cavalry entered the southern extremities of the
Teuterborgerwald, very hilly cowntry was met. This, however,
did not delay the movement in the ieast.

The 331 and 329 RC’i‘s had been meeting light to mod.e‘rate,
opposition consisting of éome manned road blocks and half-
heartedly defended towns, which they took care of very easilye
A1l the battalions of these RCTs established standard

operational procedures for taking road blocks and townse.
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Battalions, were kept as compact as possible, usually in
colum of companies. The first company would. ride tanks
while the second rode TDs and the third company would often
thropgh neceésity be shuttled throughout the phase. App-
roaching a town, the lead company would deploy while the
tanks would fire their 755 into the houses. If there was
no return fire, the infantry would remount, roll through
the town, leaving the searching of each house %o the
company being shuttled forward. Road blocks were handled
‘in approXimately the same manner, although the infantry made
sure the position could not be remanned.

Continuing their rapid pace to the Weser River, the
division experienced ‘intermittent showers that did not
hinder its movement in the least, The overcast prevented
air operation, there was no drastic'need for close?in air
suppért on this mission, the lack of air did not slow up
our drive. .

The Weser River was nonsidered a formidable obstacle
to our advance, not only because it was a serious natural
barrier, bﬁt also because it was thought that the Germans
held it in strehgth. It soon hecame apparent that neither
was the case. The 329 CP crossed the river at Grohnde
(c158815) over a 2d Armored bridge site while the 531 re-
mained on the near side clearing their area of a few small
groups of Jerries. At this time the 330 RCT, having re-

verted to division control, wasordered across the river in
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the 329 sector and was thén to swing south, taking over
the right half of the division sector. Both BCTS having
reached the no-advance line, which had been establiched
on army order, they immediately began preparing,by re-
organizing and cleaning weapons-,to continue the attacke.

The reasons for this halt, as explained by various
menbers of the division staff, were: an overextended supply
line and regrouning to allow our adjacent units which were
the 2d Armored and 30th Infantry Division on our left flank
and the 34 Armored on our richt flank, to get abreast of us
for the final push., This condition shortly was remedied

‘and we were once again on the méve, crossing the Leine
River with very little difficulty.

Ahead lay the Harz mountain area, which was extremely.
ruggeds Not only was the natural growth of the country an
obstacle, but snow further made fighting conditions bad.

The only effective enemy units were encountered in the
northern apoproaches to the Harz mountains south of Goslar
(c8671), where our forces had to contend with elements of
the 116th Panzer Division and %hiie Panzer Grenadier Divis-
iong that had managed to extricate themselves from the Ruhr
pockets In addition, a newly formed division, the Potsdam,
and a scratch division of Wehrkries 11, CT Grerbig, made
up the enemy forces in the Harz area.

Portunately, the enemy had no mortars or artillery,
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a condition which had been constant throughout the whole
advance. The absence of tree bursts ﬁas very helpful.
Captain Brisbine sald, "It could have heen an awful messy
affair if they had had artillery or mortars."

As the 329 RCT in the left half of the divicion sector,
and the 330 in the right half surged ahead, resistance
stiffened slightly along the edge of the woods northeast
and southeast of Seesen (C680685); however, the 529 con-
tinued to drive around the northern edge of this area with
very little difficulty.

,. 9 April brought the 330 Infantry to the vicinity of

the Harz mountains, where it spent the next 10 days in clean-
'ing the 83d Division's sector of the mountains, which was
approximately 10 kilometers deep and 45 kilometers long.

The plan for the operation was for the first battalion
to move from west to east through the mountains while the
other two battalions attacked south from the northern edge
of the mountains to meet the first battalion, thus thoroughly
clear ing a small segment at a time.

Clearing of this vasf area was a grueling grind for
men already exhausted from endless movements. Here, too,
SOPs were made up and followed. The battalions, being giveﬁ
certain sectors to clear, would follow the road nets with
t wo comparies abreast, one on either side of the road and
the reserve cormpany following that company expected to meet

the stiffest resistance. Having advanced slowly all day, due
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to rugged terrain, at nightfall a road block would be
established supnorted by TDs, from the 80lst T Battalion.
The next morning the battalion would again coniinue its
combi#g operation, leaving the TDs at the established road
block until called for that evening for the same DUrDPOSEC,
This leap-frog method continued throuchout the campaign.

As the 329 RCT's drive progressed, the 331 RCT was
ordered to skirt the north edge of the Harz area, swinging
slightly gouth and again take over the right half of the
division sector, protecting the rizht flank, This was
shortly done and the RCTs emerged on the slightly rolling
but open country leading to the next objective, the Elbe
River, Throughout this phase, the 83d Recon as well as
the 113th Cavalry screened the division's drive.

The method used by the recon over the open approaches
to the river was t hat of speed when visibility was good.
The three platoons, consisting of three squads each, and
those in turn consisting of three jeeps and a half-track,
would be given missions to reconnoiter sectors *o prevent
the uninterrupted advance of the division. The platoons
would send their squads out, on parrallel roads if nossible,
to towms or any other points of vantage thought to be held
by the enmemy. The squads, like fingers stretehing out in
all directions, moved not only forward.as well, in order to

detect a flank attack. If they hit resistance they could
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not handle, they had two alternatives: %o bypass it and
warn the oncoming colums; or to contain it wmtil the arrival
of friendly forces.

The men, feeling the effects of a brealthrough, were
eager to continue, although practically at the point of
exhaustion. '

This was the type of picture seen from the Harz mount-
ain area to the Elbe, although resistance stiffenead consider-
ably at Barby (D2582) on the brink of the Elbe, where the
Germans defended the west bank of the river.

/ The backbone of the defense of Barby was the lst
Battalion, 1064 Infantry Regiment, Potsdam‘Division. This
was one of the three newly=-formed divisions organi~ed in the
vicinity of Berlin within the previous ten days. Personnel
were mainly NCOs and officer candidates released from the
NCO and reserve officers school in the Berlin Area. The

other two divisions were tﬁe Scharnhorst and the Ulrich
von Hutten.

After a day's fighting, the enemy withdrew across the
river and Barby was entered. Immediately, the 1ls% Battalion,
329 Infantry crosced the Elbe, followed by the remainder of
the RCTs Captain Dennis E. Hendricks, §-3 said, "The cross-
ing of the river was completely unopposed."

The bridgehead was established and enlarged by the 331lst
Infantry, elements of the 2d Armored and 35th D1v151on. These
forces repulsed three counterattaé%s of a :1ve£§?e nature with
very minor losses.
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During these counterattacks the air forde and our
supporting artillery agaln proved their value. Had it
not been Tor the veolume of accurate fire laid down Dby
the artillery, the strafing and low-level bohbing by our
air force, we micht have found ourselves swirming the Elbe
for the near shore. The artillery took care of the infantry
and the air corpc dispensed with the tarnls leaving little for
the dougskboy %o -do, except produce an impenetrable volume
and pattern of small arms fire.

All this time the 330 Infantry was constantly fight-

ing ﬁot only road blocks but rugged terrain and the elements.

. However, having cleared the Harz area, it reverted to

division control and relieved the 320 Infantry which had
been at'l:/ached to the 83d. '

When the Jerries saw that we were not preparing to
further the attack, their minds were diverted to the
Russian drive. An interrogéted PW officer revecaled that
the policy of the German forces at this time was to surrender
their unarmed troops to the‘ American forces and to continue
fighting the Russians as long as possible.

Here, German defensive action/ differed greatly from
previous campaigns. Extensive trench systems and foxholes
which were seen everywhere In France, Luxerbourg and

Germany up to the Rhine Rivef, were eneouﬁtered rarely

"east of the Rhine. "This", same officer sald, "just goes

to prove two points, they never expected us to nenetrate
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this deep into Germany; and our armored colurms are not
giving them enough time even to attempt digging the
serblance of a defensive line."

The defense of what at one tire was considered the
three largest natural barriers confronting us, the Weser,
Leine, and Elbe Rivers were very weak and poorly utilized
tactically. It seems very strange indeed, having a natural
obstacle already existing, that hastily dug fox-holes were
not establisﬂed along the far shores of these rivers; in-
9fead they seemed to withdraw in mass, so to speak, many
kilometers to points pot as advantageous for defensive
action. This very type of thing happened at both the Weser
and Leine River. However, when they did see fit to defend
the E;be, all orthodox tactics seemed to be thrown to the
windse Instead of establishing their line on the far side
of the river, where havoec might have been raised with the
assaulting trocps while on the river, they preferred defend-
ing it on the near side. Thus they were corfronted with two
obstacles, our advancing forces te their front zrd ¢gnite a
large river to their rear. Hovever, this mirsbt have baen
done in order to nrevent as much as possible anyvod; from
withdrawing on their own accorde When finally they did
decide to withdraw, again they moved many kilometers from
tue river before setting up their hasty defense.

Lieutenant General willlam H. Simpson, Commanding

frricer, Winth Army, while visiting tue 329 Iafantry CP on
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20 April commended toe oificers and men on the splendid

achievement of tueir unit in tue past carpaign. Referriug
to the very low casualty rate, he inferred that to keep 1t
as such, tie bridgehead was secuvi.dary in importu:.ce. Lf it
becae necessary Lo witadraw in order to save human life,
that wvould be done immediatelf, Tor anparently we were going
to await the arrival of the Russia-s.

Proof of the statement that this vast maneuver was pri-
marily a fight against the elements and exhaustion rather
than a fight against the enemy is proven by the G-l casualty
report for the month of April. Battle casualties consisied
of 44 officers and 987enlisted men, while non-battle casual-
ties skyrocketed to 17 officeré and 550 enlisted men.

22 April brought to a close approximately 20 days of
successful skirmishes, mad dashes, and the end of the war

for the 83d Division in the European Theater of Operations.
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OJTLINE OF DAILY MOVEMENTS

After criissing the Rhine River on the 29th of
May, the 83d Infantry Division while on the heels of
the 24 Armored Division, actually did nothing but
move from one assembly area to another. However, this
changed on the 1lst of April and the division was off
on a sebarate mission of its own.

1 april

The 329thL Infantry, as a regimentsl combat team,
moved to a point three miles east of Ludinghausen
(A798526), thence to pscheberg (@£920548) and om to
Beckum (B210510) for the night. While the remsinder
of the RCT remained in Beckum, the 2d Battalion was -
committed on the north slde of the Lippe Canal in
the regiment's sector.

At 0730, the lst Battalion, 330th Infantry, Began
its move from Ahlen (B1152) to Beckum (B2151) for the
purpose of relleving elements of the 24 Armored Division
in that sector. The 24 Battalion took over the ddfense
of Ahlen et about the same time, and the 34 Bettalion
remalned in an assembly area between pghlen and Beckum,
Teady to-ald either the lst or 2d Battalion if necessary.
At 1745, the regiment moved to Wadersloh (B353490)
preparatory to relieving elements of the 24 Armored
Division along the Lippe River and to pfoteét the Tight
flank of XIX Corps. The lst Battalion took the left
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sector from B410413 to B480457, the 3d Battalion the
right‘sector from 3293402 to B410413. The 24 Batta-
lion, in reserve, assembled near Liesborn (B363463).

The 1lst Battalion, 331lst Infentry, was sent to x
secure the crossing of the Lippe Canal &t Dolberg
(R1346), arriving at 1800. The éd Battalion moved to
occupy Heessen (B0745) and cut off the northeastern
part of Hamm, which was achieved by 2130. The 3d
Battalion jumped off about three miles north of Hamm
and had cleared Nordenfeldmark, just across the Lippe
from Hamm, by 2043.

2 april

The 329th Infantry remained in its present
locations. » )

The 1st Battelion, 330th Infantry, seized three
bridges over the Lippe Canal at B4845, B466437, B449430,
and the bridges st Lippstadt (B4242). The 34 Battalion
held a bridge st B351400. The battalions held these
same positdons until relieved by elements of the 95th
Division about noon of 7 April.

The 1st Battalion, 331st Infantry, maintained
its position. The 2d Battalion, although in the same
positicn around Heessen, supported by fire the attack

of the 3d Battalion on Hamm (B0542) ppoper.
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3 April

The 1lst Battalion, 329th, was relieved in Beckum
by elements of the 95th Division and was alerted to move
between 1500 snd 1600 to relieve elements of the 8th
Armored Division north of Neuhaus (B675500) and then
oceupy said town. The 3@ Battalion also moved from
Beckum to & new assembly area in Sennelager (B678530).
The 2d Battalion was still on line aiong the Lippe,
awaiting relief by the 95th Division.

The 330th RCT had made no change.

The 1st and 2d Battalions, 331st, were relieved
by the 95th Division and both moved to assembiy areas
near Delbruk (B5752). The 3@ Battalion, holding the
bridgehead over the Lippe Canal at Haum, was relieved
by 2315, at which time they proceeded to Delbruk.

L April

The 2d Battalion, 329th Infantry, which was
relieved by the 95th Division late in the evening of
3 April, moved to Houstenbeck (B71661L4) by 0200.

They then moved to Horn (B833646) about 1100. The
33 Battalion (- Company I) moved cross country from
Sennelager through Schlangen at 1100. Being held

up by Task Force Biddle, the battalion was told to
swing cross country to Veldrom (B830595). Company I

was given the mission of cleaning out the heavyly



wooded area in the vicinity of B8058. The 1st
Battalion shoved off from Neuhaus to the northeast,
throygh Bad Lippspringe (B750545) and on to
Schlangen (B765575), where it reverted %o divisional
reserve.

The 330th RCT made no change.

The 1st and 3d Battalions, 331st, were given a
mission of protecting the right flank of the division
to the rear of Task Force Biddle. From Delbruk, the
lét Battalion reached Altenbecken (B8352) by evening.
The 24 Battalion was to clear out bypassed enemy
pockets to the rear of TFB and by early evening had ’
cleared Schwaney (B8247).

2 April

At 1000, the 24 Battalion, 329th Infantry, took off
from Horn with Task Force Ritchie screening the whole
move. It passed through Kreuzen (B855671), Belle
(B910675), Vahlhausen (B872660), Billerbeck (B900656),
Wobbel (BYLO675) and ending up at Schieder (B975695).
The 33 Battalion left Veldrum and moved cross country
toward Leopoldstal (13850615), which took all morning
due to the rugged terrain. From there they passed
through Heesten (B862627), Oberheesten (B862630),
Kuterbrock (B86762L), Ottenhausen (B895646), and to
Vinsebeck (B893640). It later moved to Steinheim
in division reserve. The 1lst Battalion, which was iﬁ

Schlangen, proceeded through Horn, passed through the



3d Battalion at Vinsebeck, continued through Steinheim
(B936640), Lothe (B975657), Hagedorn (B983634), Ruensiek
(B990641), Brakelsiek (B985670), and was met by 'slight
resistance upon reaching Schwalenberg (CO0765.L ).

The 330th remained stationary.

The 1st Battalion, 331st, moved to clear the woods
in the viecinity of B850535 and had cleared Bergheim
(B9060) by early evehing and reinédx up there. The
3d Battalion cleared the woods between Schwaney and
Bad Driburg (B8949). By the end of the day, they
had reached Vorden (C0359), Altenbergen (COL56) and
Hinnenberg (B9SL48).

6 April

The 1lst Battalion, 329th, left Schwalenberg in
tﬁe morning only to be held up after a short advance
by & roaé block at CO566, just west of Reschenau
(c065660). Companies A and C then continued to
Elbrinxen (COL;5890), at which point d&hey met Company B,
which had been sent to Brakebsiek (B985670) and .
through the dense woods between there and Elbrinxen.
The 'battalion then continued to advance to the east
through Ratsiek (C057695), Sabbenhausen (C067695),
Worderfeld (C090693), and pulled up in Vahlbruch
(€105693)s The 26 Battalion, which had beeén in
Schieder, moved to Harzburg (C007707) with a mission
of clearing out the pass through the hills and protec-
ting the 3d Battalion as it proceede& through. After

.



this had been accomplished, the battalion proceeded
to assembly areas in Glashutte (B9972) and Harzburg,
later moving to Lugde (C038745). A4t 1500, the
advance to the east was resumed, the battalion reaching
Kemnade (0221778) by nightfall., Company E was sent
to Brevorde (C165697) about midnight because some
enemy activity was noticed there. The 34 Battalion
passed through the 24 Battalion in the pass northeast
of Scheider, moved through Lugde, and then advanced
36 kilometers along the north boundary of the division
to the Weser Rivep. The river was crossed at Grohnde
(C160815) ang the battalion arrived at Halle (C256788)
at 1300. Company X was éent to Hunxen (C2878) ang
Company I went to the east side of Bodenwerder (c225770)
where #t encountered very stiff resistance.

The 330th Infantry was still maintdining its
0ld positions.

The 1st Battalion, 331st, in Bergheim, continued
to mop up behind elements of Task Force Biddle,'on 6
April, with Rolfgzen (B978620) being cleared early in
the morning. They then continued to Lowen@orf (co63618)
and in the lase afternoon the battalion was told to
Secure Falkenhagen (C0767) and clear the area from
there to the Weser River in the vicinity of Polle
(c1568). Falkenhageﬁ Was stubbornly defended by
tanks and infantry but was cleared in the evening
and the battalion remaineq there that night. The
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3d Battalion held in its positions o the day before
except that Company L assisted the 125th Cavalry in
securing Albaxen (01559) toward the close of the
period. ’
Z April

The 1st Battalion, 329th, was given the mission
of cleaning out the wooded area from Vahlbruch to the
river, concentrating on the area around Brevorde. The '
battalion later crossed the river on ferry sites near
Hehlen (C%93779). The 2a Battalion (- Company E)
crossed the river in the morning and by nightfall hag
reached Brunkhsusen (C397790). Company E had attacked
toward Polle (C1568) when the enemy was sighted
attempting to cross the river there. The 3& Battalion
cleared Breitenkamp (C247736) and continued on to
Eschershausen (C3172), where Company I returned. The
battalion then continued its advance to the éast having
the Recon Troop screening their advance to the Lelne
Rlver

The 330th Infantry was relieved by elements'of
the 95th Division about noon and then moved to an
assembly area in the vicinity of Heven‘(CZlBO), closing
by 2030.

The 1st Battalion, 33855, continued its advance to

the east against stubborn resistance, toward Polle. Stiffe

resistance was met at Hummersen (C1065), but it was
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cleared early in the day by Companieé A and C. Heinsen
(C1766) was reported clear by Company B at 1935.
Companies A ang ¢ commenced the assault on Polle, against
fanatical resistance, ang by the end of the day the
compariies had Managed to gain a foothold in the edge of
town, not completely clearing it until 0605 the next
morning. The 3g Battalion was ordered to aid the 125th
Cavalry Group in capturing Hoxter (C135545), which
surrendered at 1930 except for sporadic sniper fire,
after a bombing mission hag been flown against the town,
8 April

The 1st Battalion, 389th, erossed the Weser at
1000 and moved to an assembly area at Delligsen
(CL18736) ana then to Alfeld (CL35785), after it had
been taken by the 24 Battélion. The 2d Battalion
Jumped from Brunkensen (€397790) at 0730 and took
Werzen (CL410778), Alfedd, Eimsen (cu380), Langenholzen
(C4579), Wrisverg (C4983), Grarelde (C5083), Sellen-
stedt (C5182), and Adenstedt (€5180) by 1600. The
3d Battalion took off from the Leine River at 0730
and by 1600 had reached its objective of Lamspringe
(C5676) and Harbarssen (C5379). The Recon Troop went
on and cleared Bockenem (06u82), seeufing the bridge
over the Nette River there.

The 330th Infantry, in the very early morning,
moved out to secure Holzminden (c1860), with the 24
Battalion in that zone on the right of the regimental
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sector, the 1st Battalion on the left in the sector
and the 3d Battalion on its right. The 1st and 24
Battalions met stubborn resistance, but the 3d Batta-
lion moved rapidly forward, meeting negligible
resistance all the way to Greene (05216u5). Company I
was responsible for this and also for establishing a
bridgehead there across the Leine River before
nightfall. Thex bridge there was captured intact.
The remainder of the battalion had cleared a pass at
CL46671L and had secured Dankelsheim (C565695) by
nightfall. )

The 1st Battalion, 331st, crossed the Weser at
Polle over the bridge which was constructed there
after the town was captured that morning. Company C
was left to guard the bridge while Company A crossed
and advanced as far as Beveren (C2163) by the close of
the day. The 3d Battalion, with Company B attached,
crossed the river in assault boats south of Polle and
had cleared Allersheim (02062) by 1800. The attack
on Holaminden (01860) was postponed till the next day.
Company B had meanwhile ze joined the 1lst Battalion and
had advanced to and cleared Lugmnade (C2268).

9 April

The division boundary was shifteé& to the right on
the morning of 9 April, and the lst Battalion, 329th,
moved from Alfeld to Gehrenrocde (C5773) to occupy the
right portion, relieving elements of the 330th there
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about 1600. The 2d Battalion was relieved in its
area by elements of the 2d Armored Division at C5080.
The 33 Battalion moved from Lamspringe to the vicinity
of Neuhof (C5878) as the left flank battalion.

The 24 Battalion, 33Qth, was relieved in its
positions by elements of the 331st Infantry at 1020,
after which it proceeded to Greene and took over the
guarding of the bridges over the Leine River. The
33 Battalion remained and consolidated its 1a§t
positions, and after the lst Battalion had cleared
the last remaining resistance in its area it moved
up to the BG‘Battalion and took over the right port'ion
of the regimental pbjective, while the 3@ Battalion
held the left portion. Company B, attached to the ‘
113th Cavalry, helped occupy Seesen (C6768) before
nightfall, establishing road blocks to the south and
southeast at thét point.

In the early morning, the lst Battalion, 831st,
cleared Golmbach (C2L68), after having cleared Lobach
(c236L4). At 1120, elements of the 1lst Battalion
relieved elements of the 330th on a road block at
c247655. They patrolled the general vicinity and
stayed in Golmbach for the night. The 3@ Battalion
attacked Holzminden (C1860) at 0530, and by 0800
the town had been cleai‘ed. The battalion then assembled
in Beveren for the night. The 23 Battalion, which had
been operating with TF Biddle, reverted to regimental
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control at this time, and it closed into Stadtoldendorf
(C3066) for the night.
10 April

The 1st Battalion, 329th, Jjumped from Gehrenrode
at 0800, advancing in the right portion of the regimental
sector against light resistance and reaching Goslar
(C8571) and Oker (C8971). Schlewecke (C9370) had been
réached by early evening. The 2d Battalion, in reserve,
followed the 1st Battalion by bounds and stopped for the
night at Harlingerode (C917715). The 3d Battalion
jumped. off from Neuhof and mef light resistance in moving
to Vienenburg (C9476).

Initially, the entire 24 Ba’ctaiion, 330th Infantry,
was left in Greene to protect the Leine River bridges,
but later in the day it moved to resérve positions in
Harrhausen (C626L4) and Ildehausen (C652642), leaving
Company F to protect the bridges. The 3d Battalion
relieved Company B in Seesen, after which the ‘company
started following Troop C, 113th Cavalry, through the
woods in the direction of Lautenthel (C7566), taking
it ‘thét night. -Companies A and C moved to MuncheBof
(C686L) behind the cavalry and met heavy machine gun
fire west of the town. Company C swung to the north
to flank the town but met fire from Herrhausen (C652661),
which was cleared by 1600. At that 'l;ime, they swung down
to rejoin Company 4% The 24 Batteiion rewsined ia its
reserve position all d%y, but at 2000 it had moved to
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