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: SECRET
EIGHTY THIRD SIZWAL COMPANY
A, P, 0, 83
United States Army

28 Tebruary 1945

SURJECT: Nerrative Report of Operations.
TO + The Adjutant General, Weshington 25, D. C. '

THRU ¢ CHANNELS,

1. On the first of February the division was in a rest, reorganization,
and training period in Belgium. The tactical part of the Signal Company
(‘both forward and rear) were in Hamoir with the command post and the company g
headquarters and supply wes in Petit Houmart, Belgium, o

9. The month of February found the Signal Company split in the usual
+Wree echelons, Forward, Rear and Supply. The Forward was located in Hamoir, <
Belgium; the Rear also was located at Hamoirs and the Supply was about five &
miles distent in Petit Houmert. The division was a part of VIX Corps and was o
in a rest, reorganization, and training period.

Oon 6 February the Forward moved to Dalhem, Belg iums; the Rear moved to
Argenteau, Belgium; and the Supply moved to Eysden, Holland., The Division was
now a part of XIX Corps, and on the secret list. The code name was changed from
Blac kstone to Armor King, and the rest, reorganization and training was continued.
: On 83 Februery the Forward moved to Schaufemberg, Germany; the Rear to
Alsdorf, Germeny, and the Supply to Mariadorf, Germany. The secrecy was lifted
and the division reverted to the old code name of Blackstone. The division was
in reserve except for the 330th Regiment which was attached to the 29th Infantry
Division ecross the Roer River. -
On the last day of the month, the 28th, the Forward moved to
Hasselswiler, Germany, and the other two echelons remeined in their last mentione|

positions.

3, The Construction Section used about three quarters open wire in the..
installations in Hemoir, but before the operation was over one half of the open
wire was replaced with W=110 because of cross talk and swinging shorts. In the
installation at Dalhem and Argenteau, seventy miles of W=110 was used, this was
the best area we had passed through in Belgium for laying wire. Greatest cause
of trouble was the windy weather, the insulation was worn off causing shorts and
crosses, There were several cases of other units picking up our wire that was
in use. On the Alsdorf - Schaufemberg installation, all units were close
together, so W=110 was used. On the move to Hasselswiler, German cable was
used, 56 drums, this was the axis, and had a river crossing on the Roer River
a foot bridge was used, Tt took two teams eleven hours to install the cable.
One jeep was lost when it ran over a mine, also two men were injured,.

4, The Forward Telephone and Telegraph team, operating at Hemoir, had
the usual number of locals but the number of trunks installed was smaller then
under combat conditions. The Rear and Supply boards also cut their installations
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to0 & minimum. Tnh the Dalhem ares the board had 14 trumks and 25 locals. The
Rear at Argentesu hed 2 trumke and 12 locals., The German boards used at Rear
have given little or no trouble., The Supply board had 2 trunks end 9 locals,
in this peried the HO-17 was improved by mounting a telegraph switchboard, the
wire chief*s phone, coils for simplex, and light fixtures and wiring. When .
the CP ¢losed down at Dalhem, & BD-T2 was cut in and used as e switeh until .
all wnite Hed moved, .Tn the Schaufemberg installation the G's and the War Room
wére in the same building and 5 peir cable wes used. There were 24 locals and -
17 trunks. At Alsdorf, there were 2 trunks end 12 locals out of the German
board. The Supply board had 3 trunks and 5 locals. On the last day of the month
Forwerd moved and a switch was cut in. -
5, Yessage Cenmter made two scheduled runs to all units in the division -
and to ¢orps in the Hemeir area, The division rums were continued in the Delhem
ares but the corps run not necessary, so it was discontinméd. Two jeeps that hed
Been eveéusted were returned, making a total of 9, which greatly eased the. ~
transpertation problem. ¥n this same area a jeep was stolen, but was recovered -
the next day down in ome of the regiments. When the 330th Regiment was detached ,
schéduled runs were made to them. ' - :

6. At Hemoir all operators of the Radio Section were givem written test as ’
specified ty Ninth Army. The resulting average was satisfectory. Alsoat Hemoir,
experiments were eonducted to determine the efficiency of btetiteries operated in
cold weather, and to devise suggestive methods of keeping tetteries at am
efficient operating temperature under Field conditions. The resulis were submitted
£o the Division Signal Officer in a report. During the experiments an illustra=-
4ive moving picture was f£ilmed by the Pholo Unit, “then attached to the division. .
Ome of the 3/A-ton C & R'S wa# replaced by a 3/4~ton W/C as allowed in the = = °
¢hange in T/0 & E. The only operesiing done during the period was by the team with
the 330th Regiment when they were detached.

7. The Repair and Maintenance Sections did the usual amount of work.
" Radio took in 241 sets of which only six had to be evacuated to the depdt due
to lack of perts. Abowt 15% of the work was fram the attached units. The
strength of the section Is ten men. S =

) " The T & T Repaftr Section took in 117 jobe including 64 tek phomes,
19 switchboards, 4 typewriters, 1 teletypewriter, and various other items.

-

v 8. The Signal Supply drove their trucks' 1,340 miles making 10 trips to the
depots. On the move from Houmart to Eysden, 5 Quartermester trucks made one trip
and the rest of the 15 loads was shuttled by the company. On the Eysden to
Merindor? move 13 Quartermaster trucks were used to move “the 17 loadsof equipment.
Stock on hand includes 21,335 mbteries, 617 miles of wire, and other items, -

¥he Division Signal Officer Section turned out the normal publication of SOI items,
and future items were worked on] ~The section draftsmen made up daily ¢ircuit -
and traffic diagrams, snd also handled distribution of maps to the c ampany. The
section has published a daily mews sheei "The Division Radio News". .
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9. The Supplit Section was active during the month. A new supply officer
was appointed necessiting yet another inventory added to those already made.
New type artic field jackets were received far the first time in the ¢ ampany.
The seles PX was maintained and coca cola was sold along with cigaretie lighters
and other scarce articles. ' _

10, The Motor Section performed six 1000 mile ire pectioms, 38 monthly and
124 weekly inspections. Th addition to this one tattlefield recovery was made.
Thres wpscks were repaired, necessitating frame and body straightening. - = -
Yo intenance was performed on the PE-95 power units in the division and a modi=
fication added which gréatly improved the performance of these units. One valve
grinding job was done and two head gaskeis replaced. Numerous small welding
were done and 72 flat tires were repaireds.

11. The Mess Section ¢ ontinued operating two mess set ups. Pastry was
served through out the month., A ¢ombination "A & B" ration was served whdch
seriously rivaled gerrison rations. Hot meals were served at 21l times; even
while & move was in progress, .

0N 1, ,
Capt, Signal Corps
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