DECLADDIFILY

- ‘ N '
: REPRODUCEDATTHENATIONALARCHIVES 1 Authority N ]\[D / 36017

B)LL(‘VARA Date C/)— / 10 _ X -}*r‘ A

L

— wm - - e

EIGHTY THIRD SIGNAL COMPANY
k. P, O, 83
United States Army

31 December 1944

SUBJECT: Narrative Report of Operation.

TO : The Adjutant General, Washington 25, D. C.
THRU ¢+ CHANNELS,

1. December first found the division still in Luxembourg about to
relieve the Fourth Infantry Division in the Duren sector, and the Fourth

Tnfantry Division was to take over the Eighty Third Division's posit ion in
Luxembourg,
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2. On 4 December 1944 an advance party consisting of a Message
Center detachment, a2 Construction team, a Telephone and Telegraph detach-
ment, and a Redio team left Luxembourg to proceed to Kreminkel, Germany -

a move of approximately 120 miles, The Rear Echelon and Service Echelon of
the company followed on 7 December and located themselves at Aachen, where

they remained until 13 December at which time they moved to Vielt, Germany.
At Vidt considerable effort towards bivouac security was emphasized due To

the isolated positions of the Signal Company in relation to the rest of the
division. Considerable air activity on the part of the enemy was noticed
about this time, and several incidents of strafing occured. Two casualties
occured due to the falling "flak" and this further emphasized the necessity
for adequate shelter, Following the breakthrough of the Germmns on the

Luxemb urg border, the nei%hbori field artillery, armored, tank destr oyer,:
and anti~aircraft units left for the battle secbdr, leaving the company

virtually alone and meking it necessary to wire in the entire service echelon

with concertina rolls, and have an inter-communication system for secur ity.

On 23 December, the seryice eschelon was moved to Aachen to occupy the same Wg/kf-“"" -

area as it had previously. On 27 December the division having received a_ :

new mission in Belgium, the ¢ ompany was moved to Havelange, Belgium WhereGM,MM

it reamined throuwhout the rest of the month. el )

C’Mﬁ achen:
3, Communication during the first part of the month in Germeny was

mainly wire and messenger. Wire suffered the usual interruptions due to

hroken circuits, shortecircuits and grounded circuits. The gumbo-like mud

hampered operations somewhat along with the damp cold which brought the

threat of trench foot. The initial wire system was 1007 field wire and

consited of eight trunk lines of about tlree miles each,and taking abou

five hours to install. The Construction Section also utilized some of the

existing wire facilities left by the 4th Division. Laterals of spiral four

cable were laid between the regiments, but were broken several times by

shellfire. At the completion of operations in Germany sixty miles of wire

110-B a2nd iwelve miles of spiral four cable were laid. Upon arriving in

Belgium the Construction Platoon laid between 90 and 100 miles of wipw3

110-B, but no cable, The pdatoon also utilized six miles of open wire.
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