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HQ 83RD RECONNAISSANCE TROOP

APO 83, US Army

31 May 1945.

SUBJECT: U n i t J o u r n a l , 83 rd Reconnaissance Troop, May 1 9 5 .

TO t The A d j u t a n t General , Washington, 25, Ds Ce

Thru Channels,

l e 1 May 'hS = 0300- Contacts made on r i g h t and l e f t . 0900? Buergermeis ter
o f GLINDE and POMMELTE a r r e s t e d and rep laced by CIC. 1000~ CP moved to POMELTE
a t D-817851, 1 1 0 0 - Received r e p o r t f rom D i v i s i o n G 2 o f enemy d i s p o s i t i o n and
s t r e n g t h across R i v e r determined by p a t r o l f rom 330th I n f a n t r y going i n and t a k i n g
Some PWs. 2300- Con tac t p a t r o l s made r i g h t and l e f t ,

2. 2 May. 'h5= 0230- U n i t s on n i g h t and l e f t con tac ted . 0700? Miss ion
c o n t i m e d , No change. 1100= U n i t s on r i g h t and l e f t con tac ted .

3e 3 May ' ) 5 = 0230? U n i t s on r i g h t and l e f t con tac ted , Enemy s o l d i e r
wounded and taken PW a t 3rd P l a t o o n OP, 0300- Enemy s o l d i e r taken p r i s o n e r by
i s t P l a t o o n , 0 9 ) 0 - 1 s t P la toon took f o u r ( l ) P¥s t h a t crossed ELBE r i v e r .
1530- 1 s t P l a t o o n t o o k f o u r t e e n (14) PW t h a t crossed r i v e r . 1830- 1 s t P l a t o o n
t o o k s i x ( 6 ) PWs t h a t crossed r i v e r , 2050= 1 s t P la toon took f o u r (k) P s t h a t
c rossed the r i v e r . 2230- U n i t s on r i g h t and l e f t con tac ted ,

he h May 'hS~ 0500- 1 s t P la toon apprehended th ree c i v i l i a n s from across
r i v e r and d e l i v e r e d then t o CIC. 0700- Eleven DPs and f o u r ( ) ) enemy PWs crossed
i n t o our l i n e s , 0800- Cont inued miss ion , No th ing t o r r e p o r t . 1300- 736th Tank
B a t a l l i o n M o r t a r P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d from at tachment , Returned to Tank B a t a l l i o n ,
1130- Con tac ts w i t h ad jacen t u n i t s made.

Se «5 May ' )S= 0230- Contacted by patrol f r a n 119th ( a r a n i r y . 0620? Seven( 7 ) PWs t aken by 3 r d P l a t o o n . 0720= One f i ) enemy s o l d i e r (female) su r rendered

to 3 r d P l a t o o n , 0 7 ) 0 - E i g h t ( 8 ) PWs, two c i v i l i a n s and one (1 ) eremy s o l d i e r
( f e m a l e ) sur rendered to 3 r d P la toon , 0820- Seven (7) PWs taken by 1 s t P la toon ,
1500? Two (2 ) PWs taken by l s t P l a t o o n , 2230- Contacted u n i t s on r i g h t and l e f t .

6 6 May 'h5S? 0 7 0 0 - T r o o p r e l i e v e d o f m i s s i o n , a s s e m b l e d i n POMMELTE

( 1 8 1 7 8 5 1 ) a t 0 9 0 0 . 0 9 3 0 - T r o o p moved t o a s s e m b l y a r e a , C l o s e d a t WERNIGERODE
( 0 1 0 9 6 2 ) a t 1 , 0 0 . R o u t e : POMMELTE, BARBY, CALBE, NIENBERG, NSUGATTERSLEBEN,
STASSFURT, WINNINGEN, SCHADELEBEN, HEDERSLEBEN, WSGELERZN, HARSLEBEN, WESTERHAUSEN,
HEIMBURG, BENZINGERODE, a n d WERNIGERODE. (Map C e n t r a l E u r o p e 1 / 1 0 0 , 000 S h e e t P5)

Te 7 May 'h5= 0700? Troop begen r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and maintenance program,
0800- Received m i s s i o n o f r e l i e v i n g 8th Armored D i v i s i o n s e c u r i t y d u t i e s .
0900- 2nd and 3 r d P la toons e s t a b l i s h e d f i v e ( 5 ) r o a d b l o c k s around p e r i m e t e r o f
WERNIGERODE, s i x (6 ) guard pos ts on l o c a l warehouses, Pos t O f f i c e , Town H a l l ,
C i t y J a i l and enemy v e h i c u l a r motor Pa rk and p a t r o l l e d s i x ( 6 ) i n t e l l i g e n c e t a r g e t s .
8 t h Armored D i v i s i o n r e l i e v e d on schedule ,

8 8 May ' ) 5 - 0700- Troop l e s s 2nd and 3 r d P l a t o o n con t i nusd r e h a h i l i t a t i o n
and maintenance o f v e h i c l e s and equipment. 2nd & 3 r d P la toons c o n t i n u e d s e c u r i t y
m i s s i o n s and road b l o c k s , 1700= Re l ieved o f s e c u r i t y m iss ions and road b l o c k s by
ond B a t a l l i o n , 1 2 0 t h I n f a n t r y Regiment, 30th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n . 1930- Acqu i red
l o c a l Cafe and h e l d Troop c e l e b r a t i o n o f "V-E Day", Honorary guest and speaker
i n c l u d e d AC o f S G-2 83d I n f D i v i s i o n , E n t i r e Troop p a r t i c i p a t e d and shared i ssue
o f l i q u o r , 2100- The c e l e b r a t i o n c o n t i n u e d a t c l o s e o f p e r i o d ,

9e 9 May 'hS- 0800- Continued rehabi l i ta t ion program.

10 . 10 May 'l)5= 0800- Con t inued r e h a b i l i t a t i o n program. 1 0 - B i l l e t i n g p a r t y
s e n t t o BAD=-HARZBURG,.

11, 1 May ' l 5 = O800- Packed and prepared f o r move to new area , 0930-
Began move to new area, Closed at BAD-HARZBURG at C91,3685 at 1100, Routes
WERNIGERODE, ILSENLERG, STAPELBURG and BAD-HARZBURG, S e t t l e d i n new a r e a and

c o n t i n u e d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,

12, 12 May ' l 5 = 0800- Con t inued r e h a b i l i t a t i o n program,

13, 13 May ' 5 = 0800- Observed Sunday w i t h r e l i g i o u s services and r e s t .
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L t r Hq 8 3 d Ren T r o o p S u b j s U n i t J o u r n a l , 8 3 d R e n T r , May 1 9 5 d t d 3 1 May 1 9 1 5 ,

Uy. 1h May * 5 - 0800- Began organ ized program o f r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,
r e c r e a t i o n and t r a i n i n g , i n c l u d i n g dismounted d r i l l i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r f u t u r e
ceremonies, Prepared v e h i c l e s f o r r e p a i n t i n g , T r a i n i n g conducted i n m i l i t a r y
c o u r t e s y and u n i f o r m r e g u l a t i o n s , Began I n f o r m a t i o n and Educa t ion program by
group d i s c u s s i o n s , Sent o u t o rgan ized t o u r s o f l o c a l scenery. Group a t h l e t i c s
begane Began p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r read jus tment phase,

15. 15 May ' l 5 - 0800? Program con t inued . Maintenance and appearance
o f v e h i c l e s s t ressed i n v iew o f assignment as honor guard o f D i v i s i o n , Pre °

16. 16 May 'hS={ 0800- Program continue sa

courtesy stressed. g dad. Appearance and m i l i t a r y

17. 17 May ' l 5 ~ 0800- Program c o n t i m e d .

18. 18 May ' l 5 - 0800= Program c o n t i m e d , 1700- l s t P l a t o o n e s t a b l i s h e d
guard on l o c a l SS conva lesen t h o s p i t a l ,

19. 19 May ' l 5 ? 0800? Program con t i nued , Personne l , equipment and
v e h i c l e s i n s p e c t e d , 1300- Maximum use o f l o c a l r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s i n c l u d i n g
b a l l games, horseback r i d i n g , swimming and t h e a t e r , 1700?- 2nd P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d
i s t P la toon o f h o s p i t a l guard,

202 20 May ')\5~ 0800? F r e e p e r i o d , Personne l sought o m d e s i r e d
r e c r e a t i o n , 1500- T r a i n i n g schedwle f o r f o l l o w i n g week submi t ted to AC o f S G-3.
1700? 3 r d P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d 2nd P l a t o o n a t h o s p i t a l guard.

21 , 21 May ' ) 5 ~ 0800~ Began new w e e k ' s t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m i n c l u d i n g
I n f o r m a t i o n and E d u c a t i o n t o u r s , m i l i t a r y c o u r t e s y a n d d i s c i p l i n e , d i s m o u n t e d d r i l l ,
w e a p o n s t r a i n i n g , I & BE p r o g r a m , p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n i n g and o r g a n i z e d a t h l e t i c s ,
T r o o p S c h o o l opened f o r m e c h a n i c s a n d r a d i o r e p a i r m e n , New r a d i o o p e r a t o r s t r a i n e d
i n a l l t r a i n i n g , d e v e l o p e m e n t o f J u n i o r l e a d e r s s t r e s s e d , 1 7 0 0 - l s t P l a t o o n
r e l i e v e d 3 r d P l a t o o n a t h o s p i t a l g u a r d ,

22 . 22 May ' h 5 ? 0 8 0 0 - T r a i n i n g i n weapons , r a d i o , a n d I & E began ,
J u n i o r NCO d e v e l o p e m e n t as i n s t r u c t o r s ; l e a d e r s s t r e s s e d , R e c r e a t i o n a l
a t h l e t i c s , I & E t o u r s , 1 7 0 0 - 2nd P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d l s t P l a t o o n a t h o s p i t a l g u a r d ,

23. 23 May ' ) 5 - 0800~ M i l i t a r y cou r t esy , dismounted d r i l l and message
w r i t i n g ; weapons i n s t r u c t i o n con t inued , i n c l u d i n g a March and o r i e n t a t i o n p e r i o d ,
1700= 3 r d P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d 2nd P la toon a t h o s p i t a l guard,

2h . 2 h May ' l 5 ? O800- T r a i n i n g c o n t i m e d . , T r a i n i n g and o u t d o o r
r e c r e a t i o n hampered b y w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s , Check b e g u n on i n d i v i d u a l e q u i p m e n t .
1 7 0 0 = l s t P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d 3 r d P l a t o o n a t h o s p i t a l g u a r d ,

25. 25 May 'h5~0800- Cont inued t r a i n i n g i n weapons, 3 r d P l a t o o n
l e a d e r and two EM i n j u r e d i n v e h i c l e acc iden t B a s t o f BAD-HARZBURG, A l ) evacuated ,
Ordnance i n s p e c t i o n o f v e h i c l e s conducted by 783rd Ordnance Company. 1700- 2nd
P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d l s t P l a t o o n a t h o s p i t a l guard, 2200- One EY s l i g h t l y wounded
by gunshot wound i n f o o t , I n i t i a t e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,

26. 26 May ' 5 ? 0800= T r a i n i n g c o n t i n u e d . Check o f u n i t equipment
c o n t i m e d , Maximum use o f l o c a l r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s ; I & E t o u r s . 1700-
3 r d P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d 2nd P l a t o o n a t h o s p i t a l guard,

27. 27 Maf ' l 5 = 0800- Free Time, Maximum use o f e x i s t i n g r e c r e a t i o n a l
f a c i l i t i e s , I & E t o u r s , Evacua t i on begun o f SS Troops i n h o s p i t a l , 1700- l s t
P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d 3 r d P l a t o o n a t h o s p i t a l guard. 1800- Evacua t ion o f SS t r o o p s
comp le ted , Troop r e l i e v e d o f h o s p i t a l guard m i s s i o n , Week's schedule f o r
t r a i n i n g submi t ted t o G-3,

28. 28 May ' l 5 = O80U= Week's program begun s t r e s s i n g u n i t f o r m a t i o n s
i n v i e w o f Memor ia l Ceremony on 30 May 1 9 h . F i r i n g o f a l l pe rsona l a rns ,

1300=- I n s p e c t i o n o f Troop f o r completeness and neatness and c u r r e n t u n i f o r m
r e g u l a t i o n s , 1 , 0 0 - a t h l e t i c s and r e c r e a t i o n ,

29¢ 29 May 'l5?- 0800- Close o rde r d r i l l and c a l e s t h e n i c s f o l l o w e d by
range f i r i n g o f crew se rved weapons, 1300- A f t e r n o o n devoted to o rgan i zed
a t h l e t i c s , w e c r e a t i o n and 1 & E t o u r s ,
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L t r Hq 83d Ren Troop Subjs. U n i t J o u r n a l , 83d Ron Tr May 1 9 5 , d t d 32 May 1 9 5 .

30. 30 May U45~ 0800- P r e p a r a t i o n f o r memor ia l s e r w i c e s ,
P r e l i m i n a r y i n s p e c t i o n , 0930- 1030= Memor ia l S e r v i c e s , 1030- Remainder o f
day f r e e t ime f o r a t h l e t i c s , r e c r e a t i o n and I & E t o u r s , 1800= Rece ived
message from D i v i s i o n to send L i a i s o n Of f i c e r t o CP a t 2000 f o r i n s t r u c t i o n s
on c o n t e m p l a t e d move to SOUTHERN GERMANY,

31, 31 May ' l 5 -0800= B i l l e t i n g p a r t y depar ted , Close o r d e r d r i l l
f i e l d f i r i n g o f a n t i - t a n k weapons, pe rsona l arms and g r e n a d e s , ,

st L t . , Cavalry,
I nc l #2 Gommanding
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HQ 63RD RECONNAISSANCE TROOP

APO 83, US Arny

31 May 1915.

SUBJECT: N a r r a t i v e o f Events, May 19),5.

TO 1 The A d j u t a n t General, Washington, 25, De 0.

Thru G h a m e l s ,

1 . The p e r i o d began w i t h the T r o o p s t i l l o n a h o l d i n g m i s s i o n a l o
t h e ELBE r i v e r i n the v i c i n i t y o f GLINDE » Germany. C o n t a c t s were made w i t h
f r i e n d l y u n i t s on o u r r i g h t and l e f t f l a n k s ,

2. 2 May 1945. Da i ly contacts maintained b u t no enemy a c t i v i t yencountered, :

3e 3 May 1915. Dur ing the day a t o t a l o f twen ty -n ine (29) PWs were
taken a f t e r they crossed the ELBE to our s ide . F lank con tac t s c o n t i m e d ,

h . 4 May 1 9 4 5 . E l e v e n ( 1 1 ) DPs, t h r e e s u s p i c i o u s c i v i l i a n s and f o u r (4)
PWs t a k e n i n t o c u s t o d y , 7 3 6 t h Tank B a t a l l i o n M o r t a r P l a t o o n Was r e l i e v e d f r o n

a t t a c h m e n t a n d r e t u r n e d t o Tank B a t a l l i o n c o n t r o l . C o n t a c t s w i t h a d j a c e n t u n i t s
c o n t i n u e d ,

5. 5 May 1945. ?Twenty-five (25) PWs were taken, i n c l u d i n g two (2 )
e n l i s t e d women, F lank con tac t s made on schedule,

6 , 6 May 1945. The Troop was r e l i e v e d o f i t s m i s s i o n and assembled i n
POMVELTE ( 8 1 7 8 5 1 ) a t 0900, A t 0930 the Troop moved to WERNIGERODE (C1096 2 )
(Map C e n t r a l Europe 1/100,000 Sheet PS),

7 7 May 1915, R e h a b i l i t a t i o n and maintenance o f Troop equipment and
i n d i v i d u a l s was begun, Troop r e c e i v e d miss ion o f r e l i e v i n g 8 th Armored D i v i s i o n
o f s e c u r i t y b l o c k s , The 2nd and 3rd P la toons e s t a b l i s h e d f i v e road b l o c k s
around WERNIGERODE and s i x guard pos ts on m u n i c i p a l b u i l d i n g s and p a t r o l l e d
s i x i n t e l l i g e n c e t a r g e t s . 8 th Armored D i v i s i o n r e l i e v e d as scheduled,

8 . 8 May 1 9 1 5 . R e h a b i l i t a t i o n a n d m a i n t e n a n e e c o n t i m e d l e s s p e r s o n n e l
o n s e c u r i t y m i s s i o n s , A t 1 7 0 0 , T r o o p was r e l i e v e d o f i t s m i s s i o n b y t h e 2nd
B a t a l l i o n , 1 2 0 t h I n f a n t r y Reg imen t o f t h e 3 0 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , A t 1 9 0 0 , t h e
T r o o p a s s e m b l e d i n a l o c a l B e e r H a l l and c e l e b r a t e d "V -E D a y " . D i v i s i o n G - 2
a t t e n d e d and spoke t o t h e T r o o p .

9o 9 May 1945. Continued r e h a b i l i t a t i o n program through 10 May.

10 . 10 May 1945, A t 1200 a b i l l e t i n g p a r t y depar ted f o r BAD-HARZBURG i n
p r e p a r a t i o n f o r expected move,

11, 11 May 1945. Troop moved t o new l o ca t i on a t BAD-HARZBURG (C9)3685).
Remainder o f day spent reorganiz ing i n new b i l l e t s .

12, 12 May 1915, Rehab i l i t a t i on program continued.

13. 13 May 1945. Troop observed the Sabbath i n attending re l i g i ous
services and r e s t and rec rea t iona l a c t i v i t y ,

l y , Uy May 1915, an organized progran of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and t r a i n i ng i n
prepara t ion f o r f u tu re ceremonies was begun, Vehicles were c leamd f o r re-
pa in t i ng , I & E classes and tours began,

15. 15 May 1945, ?Troop designated D i v i s i o n Honor Guard and a l l equipment
was groomed accord ingly ,

16. 16-17 May 1945. Continued t r a i n i n g i n m i l i t a r y courtesy, appearame
and d i s c i p l i n e , In format ion and Education program continusds

17. 18 May 1945. Guard was established on local SS Troops convalasent
h o s p i t a l .

?
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Ltr Hq 83d Ren Troop Subj: Narrative o f Events, May 1945 dtd 31 May 19h)5.

18e 19-20 May 19)5, Cont inued program and i n s p e c t i o n o f men and ?

equipment. Free per iods a l l o t e d f o r at tendance to r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s and
r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . T r a i n i n g schedule submi t ted to G-3 f o r t he f o l l o w i n g
week, H o s p i t a l guard con t i nued , ,

19. 21 May 1915. New t r a i n i n g schedule launched emphasizing leader~
s h i p o f J u n i o r NCOs, appearance, c o u r t e s y and weapons t r a i n i n g . Troop schools
f o r r a d i o r e p a i m m e n a n d m e c h a n i c s m a d e a v a i l a b l e t o t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d , H o s p i t a l
g u a r d c o n t i n u e d , .

H e 22 May 1 9 5 . T r a i n i n g i n weapons, rad io c o n t i m e d , I & E t o u r s
and r e c r e a t i o n encouraged. H o s p i t a l guards ma in ta ined ,

21. 23 May 1945. Classes i n m i l i t a r y courtesy, dismounted d r i l l and
message w r i t i n g and r o a d march f o l l o w e d b y o r i e n t a t i o n p e r i o d . H o s p i t a l g u a r d
c o n t i n u e d ,

22 . 2 h May 1 9 5 . T r a i n i n g a n d r e c r e a t i o n w e r e hampered due t o w e a t h e r
c o n d i t i o n s ,|

23 . 25 May 1 9 4 5 . Ordnance i n s p e c t i o n o f v e h i c l e s c o n d u c t e d b y t h e 7 8 3 r d
Ordnance Company, A 1 / h t o n t r u c k o v e r t u r n e d i n j u r i n g an O f f i c e r a n d t w o e n l i s t e d
men w h i c h c a u s e d them t o b e e v a c u a t e d , A t 2200, an e n l i s t e d man w a s i n j u r e d
b y a c c i d é n t a l d i s c h a r g e o f a p i s t o l .

2h. 26 May 1945. ?Training cont imed and equipment checked, Maximum
use o f re t rea t i ona l f a c i l i t i e s encouraged, Hospi ta l guard cont imed,

25. 27 May 1945. Pe r i od devoted to r e c r e a t i o n and al lowance o f t ime
f o r a t t endance to r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s , A t 1800 Troop was r e l i e v e d a f h o s p i t a l
guard m i s s i o n a f t e r evacua t ion o f SS t roops to another l o c a t i o n , New t r a i n i n g
schedule? submi t ted , ?

%e. 28 May 1 9 : 5 . F a n i l i a r i g a t i o n f i r i n g o f p e r s o n a l weapons w i t h
v e r y s a t i s f a c t o r y r e s u l t s i n c e n t e d b y c o m p e t i v e f i r i n g . 1 3 0 0 - T r o o p i n s p e c t i o n
i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r M e m o r i a l Ce remon ies t o be a t t e n d e d o n 30 May.

?Me 29 M a y 1 9 1 5 , Range f i r i n g o f c rew s e r v e d weapons and t h e a f t e r n o o n
w a s d e v o t e d t o o r g a n i z e d a t h l e t i c s and r e c r e a t i o n ,

2B. 30 May 1 9 4 5 . P r e l i m i n a r y i m s p e c t i o n and m a r c h t o D i v i s i o n CP f o r
M e m o r i a l Ceremony, As a r e s u l t o f c o n t i n u e d p r e p a r a t i o n f o r s w h an o c c a s i o n ,
t h e T r o o p was o u t s t a n d i n g i n a p p e a r a n c e , The r e m a i n d e r o f t h e day d e c l a r e d a

h o l i d a y , ?

296 31 May 1915. B i l l e t i n g p a r t y departed f o r new l o c a t i o n i n SOUTHERN

GERMANY t o prepare b i l l e t s f o r immenent move, F i e l d f i r i n g o f i n d i v i d u a l a n t i -

t a n k w e a p o n s , { n

K E I T H L . WELLS ,
i s t L t , C a v a l r y ,

Commanding,
I n c l #1 ,


