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| FQ 83D RECONNAISSANCE TROOP

APO 83 , US A m y

-, y o ?

SUBJECT: U n i t J o u r n a l , 83 rd Reconnaissance Troop, J a m a r y 1 9 5 ,

T O t The A d j u t a n t G e r e r a l , Washington, 25 , D. C.

T r a Channels

1 Jan 'h5 = 0800 = F i r s t P l a t oon continued m i s s i o n o f contac t ing
75th Infantry Div is ion (290th I n f Regt) a t Werpin (VP-39@990, Map France-
Belgium, 1/50,000 Sheet #92), Troop (=1st Platoon) remained i n Melreaux(3686913. 0830 = Fly ing Bomb V-2 landed a t 3634890 i n j u r i n g fou r c i v i l i a n s ,

1230 - Female Al ied I n t e l l i g e n c e Agent crossed over from tehind German
l i n e s to our F i r s t Platoon pos i t i on , Escourted to G 2 , 1900 = Third Platoon
re l ieved Second Platoon a t Road blocks leading i n t o Melreux, 1530 - Second
Platoon re l ieved F i r s t Platoon a t WERPIN, 2100 = Aler ted f o r 0600 Stand By
on 2 Jan and move a t 0800 to new area,

2. 2 Jan 'l)5 = 0600 = Troop "Stand By", Packed f o r move to new
area, 0800 - Troop re l ieved o f mission at WERPIN and s ta r t ed to new area,
Routes NY, OPPAGNE, WERIS, HEYD, AISNE,VILIERS, STE. GERTRUDE, GRAND BOU,
SODELHEID, BURNONTIGE, PICHE ROTTE to Bivouac area i n woods a t VK~519800
(Map F r a n c e - B e l g i u n , 1 / 5 0 , 0 0 0 S h e e t # 8 0 ) . C l o s e d a t 1 3 3 0 . 1500 = CO c a l l e d
b y G-3 f o r b r i e f i n g a n d m i s s i o n ,

3 . 3 Jan 'hS = 0800 ~ Remained i n p resen t b ivouac a t 519005,
1500 - Con tac t p a r t i e s sen t t o T h i r d Ba ta l l i on , 3 2 9 t h I n f a m t r y Regiment

(83a I n f D iv ) and 325th Regiment (84nd AB D i v ) . 1630 = C o n t a c t p a r t y t o
329th Regiment r e t u r n e d . 2015 - Wire p a t r o l sent t o i n v e s t i g a t e suspec ted

i n g . 2015 = C o n t a c t s e n t t o G-2 w i t h r e p o r t . 2100 - C o n t a c t p a r t y t o
3 2 5 t h R e g i m emt r e t u m e d ,

he h Jan 'hS - 0830 = Contact p a r t i e s sen t t o T h i r d B a t a l l i o n , 3 2 9 t h
I n f Regiment and 325th I n f Regt (82d AB D i v ) . 1100 = C o n t a c t to 329th r e t u r n e d ,
1200 - Contac t t o 325th Regt re tu rned , 2000 ? A l e r t e d f o r move t o new a r e a
on morning o f 5 J a m a r y ,

5e 5 Jan ' l 5 = 0800 = Began move t o new area , Route 3 519005 t o
GRAND TRIXHE, WEBBERMONT, HABLEMONT » TROU-DE-BRA, SNANONT, BRA (VP-57693))
(Map France-Belg ium, 1 /50 ,000 , Sheet #92) . 1030 - Closed a t BRA,
1330 ~ C o n t a c t p a r t y s e n t t o T h i r d B a t a l l i o n , 3 2 9 t h I n f R e g t and 3 2 5 t h I n f
R e g t . 1600 ~ C o n t a c t p a r t y r e t u m e d , 2100 - A l e r t e d f o r move t o new a r e a ,

6. 6 Jan 'hS = 0830 - quartering party sent to new area, 1230 -
Began move to new area, Routes BRA, SNANONT, TROU-BE-BRA, HABLAMONTLAMO
WERBOUONT, GRANDE TRIXHE (VK-529010, Map France-Belgium, 1/50,000 Sheet #80),
1500 ~ Closed at new area,

Te 7 dan (45 = 0900 = GC. 0 . c a l l e d to meet ing a t CP 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y ,
1 1 3 0 A l e r t e d f o r move t o new area, 1300 = Began move t o new area. Route;

TRIXHE, WERBOMONT, HABIEZMONT » TROU~DE~BRA, SNANONT, LIERNEUX, REGNE
( V P - 6 1 2 8 5 6 Map France -Be

dum, 1/50,000 Sheet #93) , 1800 - Closed a t REGNE.
Town rece ived sporadic s h e l l i n g du r i ng n i g h t .

8. 8 Jan 15 -0100 = Attached to 330th I n f a n t r y Regiment, Ga l led
to meeting a t CP a t 1200, 1100 - 1 /h Ton Truck h i t mine a t 608856, No
C a s u a l t i e s , 1730 ~ F i r s t P la toon sent to Quarry a t 626818 to p r o t e c t
r i g h t f l a n k o f 330th I n f a n t r y Regt. 1900 = F i r s t P la toon i n p o s i t i o n
accompanied by p a t r o l from I & R Pla toon , Took one ( 1 ) p r i s o n e r ,

9 9 Jan 'h5 = 0830 = Second P la toon l e f t t o r e l i e v e 8

Company "B'' moved i n t o p o s i t i o n near M r s t P l a t o o : and r e c e i v e d enemy amen
arms f i r e from Weat and South, Second Pla toon a r r i v e d a t p o s d t i o n 6216)9
and mot m a l l arms f i r e from South, F i r e f i g h t insued , S e c o n P la toon
went i n t o defensive p o s i t i o n , Enemy d ispersed by our f i r e i n f l i c t i n g
c a s u a l t i e s , F i r s t & Second Pla toon rece ived i n t e r m i t t e n t Mor ta r and A r t i l l e r y
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f i r e , 1700 - T h i r d P l a t o o n l e f t t o r e l i e v e F i r s t P l a t o o n , 1800 = F i r s t
P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d and a r r i v e d a t Troop b i vouac . 2300 ~ F i r s t P l a t o o n sen t
t o q u a r r y a t 628818 to 6258),8 to p reven t enemy i n f i l t r a t i n g on f l a n k s o f
Zone, A d d i t i o n a l m i s s i o n o f c l e a n i n g ou t q u a r r i e s a t 0800 on 10 Jamary , .
CP r e c e i v e d A r t i l l e r y f i r e t h r o u g h o u t p e r i o d .

10. 10 Jan 'hS - 0100 = F i r s t P l a t o o n a r r i v e d a t p o s i t i o n 628818
and organ ized defenses. 0800 ~ Second & T h i r d P la toons remained i n p o s i t i o n
a t 6 2 1 8 9 . 1 000 = Troop CO c a l l e d t o me t i ng w i t h Ass t D i v CG a t 3 3 l s t I n f
Regt CP. 1030 - One ( 1 ) EM k i l l e d and one (15 s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d by heavy

A r t i l l e r y f i r e on CP Areas 1130 - N o t i f i e d t h a t I & R P l a t o o n o f 330th I n f a n t r y
wou ld r e l i e v e our elements a t 6 2 8 8 8 and 621849, To be detached from 330th
I n f a n t r y and at tached to 331s t I n f a n t r y when r e l i e f i s comple ted , 1730 <
R e l i e f by I & R Pla toon comple ted , A l l P la toons enrou te to b ivouac a r e a .
1830 - F i r s t P l a t o o n r e t u r n e d . 1900 ~ Second P l a t o o n and T h i r d P l a t o o n
r e t u r n e d , 2000 = Troop CO r e t u r n e d f rom conference w i t h m i s s i o n , A l e r t e d
Troop f o r n i g h t , march (dismounted), 2030 - Troop CO v i s i t e d 1 s tB a t a l l i o n
CP, 330th I n f t o c o o r d i n a t e , 2 0 0 = Troop depar ted (d ismounted) f o r v i c i n i t y
BIHAIN (625839) w i t h m i s s i o n o f t a k i n g woods v i c i n i t y South o f BIHAIN and
s e c u r i n g t h a t Area.

i . 1 Jan 'h5 = 0300 ? Second Platoon moved from BIHAIN to secure
intermediate object ives a t 628839 ? 632837 and 629837. These poin ts secured
wi thout opposi t ion, 0100 ~ Remainder o f Troop moved up th ru pos i t i ons
secured by Second Platoon, under intense a r t i l l e r y f i r e . 0600 - Th i rd Platoon
formed l i n e between 629837 and 628838, Second Platoon held along l ine
629837 and 632837. F i r s t Platoon i n reserve along l i ne 632837 and 629838.
CP w i t h F i r s t P la toon . 0800 - 1400 - Smal l German p a t r o l s seen by Second &
T h i r d P l a t o o n s , R e s u l t s : E i g h t (8 ) German p r i s o n e r s and some Germans k i l l e d ,
S e v e r a l p r i s o n e r s from 9 th SS Panzer D i v i s i o n . 0900 ? 1130 = Our p o s i t i o n s
Was under i n t e r m i t t e n t ar t i l lery f i r e , 1600 = Troop r e l i e v e d to p e r f o r m
l a t e r c o n t a c t m i s s i o n , CP 6 2 6 8 2 , 1960 ~ F i r s t & T h i r d P la toons e n r o u t e
t o 632829 and 62682), t o keep con tac$ between these p o s i t i o n s between 331s t _

I n f a n t r y and elements o f T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n , 2230 - P la toons reached
o b j e c t i v e s and e s t a b l i s h e d con tac teMiss ion con t inued u n t i l 0700 12 Jan })5,

1 0 0 0 - K i t chen 3 / t on t r u c k h i t a n t i - t a n k mine v i c 608867 R e s u l t : T ruck ®

. des t royed and 2 E f s e r i o u s l y i n j u r e d ,

12, 12 Jan _'hS = 0400 - F i r s t P l a t o o n cap tu red f o u r ( h ) p r i s o n e r s
| v i c i n i t y o f 632829, 1100 - Received miss ion t o c o n t a c t 331s t I n f a n t r y and

T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n and p r o t e c t r i g h t f l a n k o f Regiment i n v i c i n i t y 628814,
1300 ? The 27 men a v a i l a b l e f o r t h i s m i s s i o n moved o u t o n t h e r o u t e B
634835, 629832, 630818, O b j e c t i v e reached w i t h o u t i n c i d e n t . GP 630818,
1630 - T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n elements con tac ted a t 625821, 1800 ? P o s i t i o n
a t 630818 outposted and secured by occupying f o x ho les dug b y the Gemnans
t h a t d a y . 1830 - C o n t a c t a g a i n made w i t h T h i r d A rmored D i v i s i o n e l e m e n t s

a t 626817. 2230 - l e a d i n g e l e n e n t s , "E" Company, 331s t I n f a n t r y a r r i v e d ,
" E " Company dug i n f o r the n i g h t , R i g h t f l a n k a t 632818 , 2300 - C o n t a c t
p a t r o l t o l e f t f l a n k T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n c o n t i n u s d ,

23. 13 Jan ' 4 5 = 0100 = 1400, Con t i nusd c o n t a c t p a t r o l t o T h i r d
Armored D i v i s i o n elements, 1 0 0 - Troop a t tached t o Second B a t a l l i o n , 329th
I n f a n t r y w i t h m iss ion o f c l e a r i n g woods i n t r i a n g l e 6 7 6 8 8 , 677838 and 6 8 6 8 3 , ?%s

Beginn ing a t 0900, 14 Jan, one (1 ) P la toon o f L i g h t Tanks, "D" Cow, 7 7 t h
Tank B a t a l l i o n a t tached , 1730 = CP moved to 611856,

Uy. 14 Jan '45 = 0800 = Troop moved out on m i s s i o n , 0900 - Tanks
ass igned and P la toons moved on separate r o u t e s , 1000 = CP e s t a b l i s h e d 6 8 3 8 h ) ,
1100 - M iss ion completed, W r s t P la toon organ iz and h o l d i n g v i c i n i t y
6 8 2 8 0 3 Secand P la toon 6868)3$ T h i r d P la toon 6818 . ' Tank P l a t o o n r e l e a s e d ,
1500 ~ Forward Observer, 329th I n f Cannon Company f i r e d miss ion i n t o woods
6 8 8 8 5 . Second P la toon sniped a t expegted Germans, 1800 ~ Received o r d e r s
t o w i thd raw one P l a t o o n to be a t tached t o 331st I n f e n t r y Regiment,
1820 = Second P l a t o o n d e p a r t e d f o r v e h i c l e s a t RECNE t o go o n m i s s i o n ,
2030 = Second P l a t o o n l e f t REGNE t o p r o t e c t r i g h t o f 331st I n f a n R e tv i c i n i t y 678805 , * 8 7 s r y Regimen

1 5 . 15 Jan 'hS = 1100 = CO c a l l e d t o War Room f o r new gission a n d
d e p a r t e d , 1130 - F i r s t & T h i r d P l a t o o n began sweep o f woods N o r t h o f

LANGLIR Rive r from 6 8 7 8 , t o woes t o c o n t a c t 75 th D i v i s i o n o u t p o s t , Woods
c l e a r e d by 1630, 1430 = Three (3) germans cep tu red v i c i n i t y CP, 1800 =
F i r s t P la toon enroute t o REGNE f o r v e h i c l e s t o proceed on new m i s s i o n ,

Re jeased f r o n 329hh e a e 19 3 0 , - T h i r d P l a t o o n r e t u r n e d to REGNE,
P r e s e n saions T o con a 03, c o n t a c t T h i r d
D i v i s i o n elements v i c n d t y v e = B I 9 7 9 7 >PrancecBe tgine 1985,600 Sheet 1 0 7 )
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and outpost Highway from 679797 to 68799 to prevent enemy i n f i l t r a t i o n ,
2030 =m e n Company, 32nd Armored Regiment c o n t a c t e d 677803 (Map France-Be lg ium
1/50,000 Sheet #93) . 2300 - F i r s t P l a t o o n stopped f o r n i g h t a t 673803.
2330 = 32nd Armored R e g i m e n t r a n p a t r o l e v e r y 2 h o u r s t o 679797 d u r i n g
hours o f darkness (Map France-Belgium 1/50,000 Sheet 107),

16, 16 Jan ' l 5 - 0530 = Outposts established at 679797 to 68799 by
Second and Third Platoons. No opposition. 0630 - CP at 678805 (Map France-!::
Belgium, 1/50,000 Sheet #93). 0700 - Second Platoon dug i n a t 679803 since
0200, l i Jan. Third Platoon at 678804, F i rs t Platoon located at 673003.
0830 = 5 Man German patrol seen South of owtposts and f i r ed on, 0915 -
8 man German p a t r o l seen South o f o u t p o s t s and f i r e d on, 1000 = F i r s t
P l a t o o n takes ove r o u t p o s t d u t y . 1330 = "E" Company, 3 3 1 s t I n f a n t r y
moves t o o u t p o s t l i n e t o a t t a c k t h r u o u t p o s t s to Southeas t . Ou tpos t
w i t h d r a m except f o r c o n t a c t p a r t y , 1 0 0 - T r a i n s c l o s e d v i c CP, _

1500 = Second P la toon e s t a b l i s h e d o u t p o s t a t 677797 (Map France-Be lg ium,
1/50,000 Sheet 107) to watch r i g h t f l a n k o f 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y . Troop a t t a c h e d
t o 2nd B a t a l l i o n , 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y Regiment. 1630 - Second P l a t o o n o u t p o s t
c o n t a c t e d 32nd Armored Regiment o u t p o s t a t 673793. 2000 - F i r s t P l a t o o n
r e l i e v e d Second Pla toon a t o u t p o s t a t 678793.

17. 17 Jan 'h5 = 1200 - 2nd Bata l l i on , 331st I n f a n t r y Regiment t o
at tack from 681998, 1245 - Contact pa r t y from Third Platoon sent to 2nd
B a t a l l i o n l i ne o f departure, 1130 - I i a s i o n O f f i c e r repor ts German counter-
at tacks by tanks and I n f a n t r y a t 68980) (Map France-Belgium 1/50,000 Sheet
#93). 1500 - Contact party reports 2nd Ba ta l l i on making l i t t l e progress,
encountering Machine gun f i r e , 1515- 32nd Armored Regiment requests con tac t
p a t r o l cease operat ing. 1200 = Contact party to 2nd B a t a l l i o n w i t h d r a m .
1800 - Thi rd Platoon rel ieves F i r s t Platoon on outpost a t 677797. T h i r d
Platoon to cont inuing c m t a c t to 32nd Armored Regiment outpost a t 673793
(Map France-Belgium 1/50,000 Sheet 107)

1B. 18 Jan ' ) 5 = 0830 = T h i r d P la toon moved o u t p o s t t o 678797 t o
emplace and guard m i n e f i e l d a t b r i dge a t 679797. 1200 - F i r s t P l a t o o n p a t r o l l e d
edge o f woods t o 682788. Found no eneny, T h i r d P l a t o o n o u t p o s t w i t h d r a m ,
1500 = Second P la toon patrol went ou t to c o n t a c t T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n
elements i n v i c i n i t y 6 8 5 7 8 5 , No elements T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n found t o

c o n t a c t , 1530 - T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n elements w i t h d r a m f rom 677803
(Map France-Belg ium 1/50,000 Sheet #93) .

1 9 . 19 J a n ' l 5 - 1200 - F i r s t P l a t o o n p a t r o l d e p a r t e d t o f i n d T h i r d
A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n elements, and a r r a n g e f o r c o n t a c t p o i n t . 11,00 - C o n t a c t
p o i n t e s t a b l i s h e d a t 6 9 5 7 8 5 (Map F r a n c e - B e l g i u m 1 / 5 0 , 0 0 0 S h e e t 1 0 7 ) .

F i r s t P la toon t o make contacé e v e r y ' 2 hours on even numbered hou rs , f rom
and B a t a l l i o n , ' 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y CP a t 686795. 1600 = Con tac t m a i n t a i n e d
t h r o u g h o u t day w i t h T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n e lements . 2130 ~ N o t i f i e d t o
send b i l l e t i n g p a r t y t o Regimental CP a t 0730.

20. 20 Jan ' S = 0700 = B i l l e t i n g p a r t y depar ted , 0800 - Cont inuad
c o n t a c t m i s s i o n , 1530 = Troop moved to new D i v i s i o n assembly area , C losed
a t XHIGNESSE ( V K - 5 0 6 5 , Map France-Belgium 1/50 ,000 Sheet #80) a t 2100,
Routes BACLAIN, LANGLIR, PETITE-LANGLIR, JOUBIEVAL, HALT, SART, VERIEUMONT,

: LIERNEUX, SNAMONT, TROU=DA-BRA, HABLEMONT, WEREOMONT, F I L O , HAMOIR,
; XHIGNESSE,

21, 21 Jan 'h5 = 0900 = Began r e h a b i l i t a t i o n program, Veh i c l es ,
weapons and equipment c leaned and ma in ta ined , 1800 ~ Showers and movies
made a v a i l a b l e i n HAMOIR,

22, 22 Jan ' l 5 - 0900 = Contimed r e h a b i l i t a t i o n program, Area
reconnaissance fo r suitable Road Block pos i t ions , to bd manned on Div is ion
Order i n event o f Airborne operations, ? ?

? 2 3 - 2 3 dan "4S = 0900 = Contimmed r e h a b i l i t a t i o n program, Area
reconnaissance f o r f i r i n g Range. Training schedule submit ted to AC o f S,
G-3, 83d I n f Div fo r periods 2h Jan to 27 Jan 5S, 1700 ~ F i r s t Platoon
aler ted fo r 2) hours fo r Ant i -a i rborne operations,

2h. 2h Jan 'hS = 0900 = Training programs
Platoons on map & communicationsE x e r c i s e , 21330 r a t d i n g c o n t e g e t
Route reconnaissance problem, 1700 = Second P la toon a l e r t e d f a r 2h; hours
f o r a n t i - a i r b o r n e o p e r a t i o n s , B i l l e t i n g p a r t y sent t o COMBLAIN-FAIRON
( V K - l 5 0 7 ) Map France-Belgium 1/50,000 Sheet # 8 0 ).«
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25, 25 Jan ' l 5 = 0830 = Troop moved to new area, Closed at
COMBLAIN-FATRON at 1000. Route: XHIGNESSE, HAMOIR, COMBLAIN-FAIRON.
1700 - Third Platoon alerted for 2) hours f o r Anti-airborne operations.

26, 26 Jan 'hS ~ 0900 - T r a i n i n g program con t i nued , F a m i l i a r
i z a t i o n w i t h a l t e r n a t e weapons, 1330 - F i r i n g demons t ra t i on o f L i g h t
machine guns, 60-mm M o r t a r s and 37mm A n t i - t a n k guns, 1600 - Troop
-assemb led f o r r e a d i n g o f V I I C o r p s c i t a t i o n , 1700 = F i r s t P l a t o o n
a l e r t e d f o r 2h hours f o r a n t i - a i r b o r n e o p e r a t i o n s ,

27. «27 Jan 'h5= 0900- T r a i n i n g program c o n t i m e d , F i r i n g o f
a l t e r n a t e weapons, i n d i v i d u a l weapons zeroed, 1200- R e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,
1700 = Second P l a t o o n a l e r t e d f o r 2 hours f o r a n t i - a i r b o r n e o p e r a t i o n s ,

28. 28 Jan 'hS= 0900- R e h a b i l i t a t i o n con t i nued , 1000- V i s i t e d
by American Red Cross Mobi le U n i t (Keystone S t a t e ) . 1200= Showers and
moving p i c t u r e s made a v a i l a b l e , 1 700- T h i r d P l a t o o n a l e r t e d f o r 2 )
hours f o r A n t i - a i r b o r n e o p e r a t i o n s ,

29. 29 Jan ' l 5 - 0900- T r a i n i n g program c o n t i n u e d i n d r i v e r
t r a i n i n g , Code p r a c t i c e and procedure , gun implacements and f i e l d f i r i n g
prob lem, 1700- F i r s t P la toon a l e r t e d f o r 2 ) hours f o r a n t i - a i r b o r n e
o p e r a t i o n s ,

30. 30 Jan 'hS= 0900- T r a i n i n g program c o n t i n u e d i n : D r i v a r
t r a i n i n g , code p r a c t i c e and procedure , gun implacement and compass
P r o b l e m s , 1 7 0 0 - Second P l a t o o n a l e r t e d f o r h o u r s f o r a n t i - a i r b o r r e
o p e r a t i o n s ,

31, 31 Jan ' 5 ? 0900- T r a i n i n g program c o n t i m e d i n use o f
mine d e t e c t o r s and F i e l d A r t i l l e r y f i r e ad jus tment . 1 700- T h i r d P l a t o o n
a l e r t e d f o r 2h hours f o r a n t i - a i r b o r n e o p e r a t i o n s .

« h e e r 16 r e t
H E I S T E R H , DRUM,
C a p t a i n , C a v a l r y ,

Command. n g ,
I n c l # 2
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HQ 83RD RECONNATSSANCE TROOP

APO 83 US Army j

SUBJECT: Narra t ive o f Events, Jamary 1 9 5 ,

10 s The Adjutant General, Washington, 25, D. C.

Thru Channels =~ S . *

1 , A t t h e end o f the p r e v i o u s pe r i od the Troop moved to MEIREUX ©

(Map France=Belgium, 1/50,000 Sheet #92 ( 3 4 ) 8 9 ) ) and i m m e d i a t e l y r e c e i y =
@d' v e d the m i s s i o n o f keeping c o n t a c t between the 83rd and 8 l t h I n f a n t
L i v i s i o n s , o n the R i g h t f l a n k o f t he 83rd D i v i s i o n a t WERPIN (396870) .

_ WERPIN was outpos ted by e l ements o f the 290th I n f a n t r y Regiment o f t he
7 5 t h I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , a t t ached t o the 83rd I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n ,

2. 1 Jan 'hS = F i r s t P l a t o on cmmt imed c o n t a c t m i s s i o n a t WERPIN,
A t 1230 a woman c l a i m i n g t o be a member o f the Belg ium Sec re t A m y , ;

r e p o r t e d t o I t , House a t WERPIN, ask ing f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to an a d j a c e n t -

Gorps G-2, _ She was esco r ted to. t he D i v i s i o n G-2 and gave v a l u a b l e
i n f o r m a t i o n o f the area around MONTCOUR, Dur ing the day the Troop
e s t a b l i s h e d s e c u r i t y b locks and i n t e r r o g a t i o n p o i n t s around MEIREUX.
The Second P l a t o o n r e l i e v e d the F i r s t P la toon i n WERPIN. A t 2100 the
Troop r e c e i v e d an a l e r t f o r 0600 2 January and warn ing o r d e r s f o r
movement a t 0800, ~

3e O n t h e m o r n i n g o f t h e 2nd , t h e T r o o p s t o o d b y o n a l e r t , p a c k e d
v e h i c l e s , ami a t 0800 moved o u t by P l a t o o n s f o r new a s s e m b l y a r e a , on t h e .
r o u t e : MEIREUX, N Y , OPPAGNE, WERIS, HEYD, AISNE, VILLERS, ST. GERTRUDE, ~

GRAND BRU, SODELHEID, BURONTIGE, PICHEROTTE t o a s s i g n e d b i v o u a c a r e a a t
51980050 (uap F r a n c e = B e l g i u m , 1 / 5 0 , 0 0 0 S h e e t # 8 0 ) . Due t o c o n g e s t e d t r a f f i c

o n o n e - w a y s e c o n d a r y r o a d s , t h e Troop d i d n o t c l o s e i n t h e new b i v o u a c
u n t i l 1 3 3 0 , The r e m a i n d e r o f t h e d a y was spené i n p r e p a r i n g s h e l t e r s b y
t h e men,

4 . The Troop remained i n i t s b ivouac du r i ng 3 r d and h t h January ,
sending c o n t a c t p a r t i e s to 325th AB I n f a n t r y , 83nd AB D i v i s i o n , and t o
the 329th I n f a n t r y to keep c o n t a c t and to coo rd ina te f o r f u t u r e o p e r a t i o n s ,

5 At 0800, 5 January, we began a move to a new area, on the
routes GRAND TRIXHE, WERBOMOIT, HABLEMONT, TROU-DE-BRA, SNAMONT, BRA,
and closed at 1030 (Map France-Bolgium 1/%0,000 Sheet #92) CP 57693h.
We again made contact with the 325th and 329th Infantry Regiments.

6 . ?The Troop was moved the n e x t day t o the area j u s t v a c a t e d over
t h e g a m e r o u t e a n d c l o s e d a t 5 2 9 0 1 0 ( M a p F r a n c e - B e l g i u m 1 / 5 0 , 0 0 0 S h e e t # 8 0 ) ,
a t Oo

TeWe moved a g a i n on t h e 7 t h a t 1300 on t h e r o u t e s GRAND TRIXHE

WERBOMONT, HABLEMONT, TROU-DE-BRA, SNAMONT, LIERNEUX, REGNE ( 6 1 2 8 5 6 ,
Map F r a n c e - B e l g i u m , 1 / 5 0 , 0 0 0 S h e e t # 9 3 ) ,

?

Be The Troop was at tached to the 330th I n f a n t r y a t 0100 8 Janu
1945. We rece ived the miss ion o f p r o t e c t i n g the r ight f l a k o f the Regiment
during i t s attack on BIHAIN 9 January 5 ,

9e The F i r s t Platoon went to the quarries a t 626848 t o f u l f i l l s
the mission and give the Regiment a short route to BIHAIN, A p a t r o l ?AG y o
from the I & R Platoon, 330th I n f a n t r y accompanied the P latoon, which U r
reached i t s object ive at 1900. One German was found and Captured a t
the pos i t ion , I & R Pat ro l returned to CP w i t h the pr isoner ,

10 . The Second P l a t o o n l e f t a t 0800, 9 J a m a r y , t o r e l i e v e t h e
F i r s t P l a t o o n , As t h e Second P l a t o o n mea red t h e p o s i t i o n , i t r e c e i v e d
e m a l l arms f i r e f r o m t h e S o u t h , The P l a t o o n assumed a d e f e n s i v e p o s i t i o n ,
s c o u t e d t h e exemy p o s i t i o n and c o n t a c t e d t h e F i r s t P l a t o o n ,

time, Co NBM, 330th Inea u d Platoonaid Firet P l a t e s appeared and coordinated with our
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l l , "BY Company, 3 3 0 t h I n f a n t r y , t o o k c o v e r a w a i t i n g o r d e r s t o
move on i t s m i s s i o n a n d o u r P l a t o o n s d e f e n d e d t h e i r p o s i t i o n i n a c c o r d a n c e
w i t h t h e m i s s i o n ,

12, Dur ing the day, groups o f 3-12 Germans appeared i n the v i c i n i t y
o f t he F i r s t and Second P la toons , were f i r e d on, d i s p e r s e d and s u f f e r e d
C a s u a l t i e s , I n t e r m i t t e n t German M o r t a r and A r t i l l e r y f i r e fel11 on the
p o s i t i o n d u r i n g the day. A t 1700, t he T h i r d P l a t o o n went t o the q u a r r y
and r e l i e v e d the F i r s t P l a t o o n , wh ich r e t u r n e d t o the CP a t 1800,
"B " Company h a d moved on i t e m i s s i o n .

13. A t 2300, t he F i r s t P l a t o o n depar ted t o occupy the q u a r r i e s
f r a n 6 2 8 8 8 t o 625848 t o p r e v e n t enemy f rom i n f i l t r a t i n g on the f l a n k s
o f t he I s t B a t a l l i o n , 330th I n f a n t r y , The F i r s t P l a t o o n was i n p o s i t i o n
by 0100, 10 January. No c a s u a l t i e s were sus ta ined d u r i n g t h e day .

l e We were n o t i f i e d a t 1130, 10 Jan, t h a t the I & R P l a t o o n ,
3 3 0 t h I n f a n t r y , wou ld r e l i e v e us a t wh ich t ime the Troop was t o be a t t a c h e d
t o the 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y . We were r e l i e v e d a t 1730 and had a new m i s s i o n
v i z : Bo take a smi j i l p o r t i o n o f the woods Southeas t o f BIHAIN and h o l d
t o a l l o w the f r e e passage o f a B a t a l l i o n o f the 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y t o the
Sou theas t , ? .

15. The Troop moved o u t , d ismounted, from REGNE f o r BIHAIN a t
0 0 0 1 , 11 Jan, Our m i s s i o n was t o secure t h e l i n e 632837 t o 629838,

16. A f t e r c o o r d i n a t i o n w i t h elements o f t he 2nd B a t a l l i o n , 3 3 l s t
I n f a n t r y , t he Skeond P l a t o o n moved ou t a t 0300 t o secure i n t e r m e d i a t e
o b j e c t i v e s ,

17. At G00 the remainder o f the Troop fo l lowed the Second Platoons
At 0415 intense Germn a r t i l l e r y f i r e forced the Troop to take cover and
slowed our movement, When the f i r e sh i f ted , we moved on t o the ob jec t i ve ,

18. By 0600, t he T h i r d P l a t o o n had a l i n e o f ou tguards between
629837 and 628838, The S e c a P la toon h e l d the l i n e 629837 t o 632837.
The F i r s t P l a t o o n h e l d the edge o f the woods 632877 t o 629838, w t h
Headquar ters P l a t o o n and CP w i t h the F i r s t P l a t o o n ,

19, a f t e r day l igh t , the Third Platoon swept the woods between the
Third Platoon outguards and the F i r s t Platoon and t o o k Giiped (S) pr i soners ,
se rve r ] from 9th SS Panzer Div is ion and k i l l e d a mumber o f Gemnans,

2 » From 0900 to 1130 the Troop was under in termi t tent a r t i l l e r y
f i r e , both f r iend ly and enemy,

21, When t he T h i r d B a t a l l i o n , 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y c l e a r e d ou t p o s i t i o n
a t 1600, we were r e l i e v e d and assembled i n BIHAIN, CP a t 626812. a t 1900
t h e F i r s t and T h i r d P la toons were enrou te t o 632829 and 62682) r e s p e c t i v e l y ,
t o make c o n t a c t between P la toons a t connec t i ng t r a i l s e n r o u t e andk e e p
c o n t a c t between the 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y and the T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n a t t he
r e s p e c t i v e d e s t i n a t i o n s ,

22. The P la toons reached t h e i r o b j e c t i v e s and e s t a b l i s h e d c o n t a c t
by 2230 and c o n t i n u e d the m i s s i o n u n t i l 0700, 12 J a m a r y . The M r s t
P l a t o o n t o o k f o u r ( 1 ) p r i s o n e r s on t h i s m i s s i o n ,

230 Many men s u f f e r e d f rom the c o l d , from sore f e e t caused by an
umiswa l amount o f wa l k i ng and f r o m s t e n d i n g i n the snow f o r long p e r i o d s ,

2h. A + 1 1 0 0 , 12 Jan, t h e Troop r e c e i v e d the m i s s i o n o f
c o n t a c t between the 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y and elements o f the T h i r d Armored
D i v i s i o n i n v i c i n i t y o f 62881) and moved ou t f rom BIHAIN, 27 men s t r o n g .

25. Enroute to the o b j e c t i v e , t he Troop o v e r t o o k "Ett Company,
3 3 1 s t I n f a n t r y and coo rd ina ted f o r f u t u r e a c t i o n a f t e r r e c e i v i n g the
p l e n f rom the Commanding O f f i c e r , 2nd B a t a l l i o n , 3 3 1 s t I n f a n t r y ,

26. We f i r s t contacted Third armored Reconnaissance elements a t
1630 by a p a t r o l a t 625821,

27. Our route o f march: BIHAIN, 634835, 629832, 631825, 628823,
630818, The Troop reached and organi wd i t s p o s i t d o n , , p a t r o l l e d to f r o n t

by_1800 and contacted Third armored D iv i s ion elements again
a e 626818 a t 1830, We occupied fox holes t h a t had been dug by the
Germans t h a t dave ? |

e w e h o . . s i ya ~
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28. A Platoon o f "E" Company, 331st In fan t r y , reached our pos i t i on
at 2230, Later the ent i re Company came up and dug i n w i t h i t s r i g h t a t
631818,

29 . D u r i n g the n i g h t , we c o n t a c t e d "E" Company a n d T h i r d A r m o r e d
D i v i s i o n , m a i n t a i n e d c o m m n i c a t i o n s w i t h 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y CP and 2nd B a t a l l i o n
3 3 1 s t I n f a n t r y and f u l f i l l e d o u r m i s s i o n o f p r o t e c t i n g t h e r i g h t f l a n k
o f the 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y ,

30 . We c o n t i m e d t h e m i s s i o n u n t i l 1 0 0 , 13 Jan w i t h o u t i n c i d e n t ,
A t t h a t t i m e , t h e T r o o p was a t t a c h e d t o the 3 2 9 t h I n f a n t r y and t h e CO

w e n t t o t h e GP, 3 2 9 t h I n f a n t r y f o r i n s t r u c t i o n s w h i l e t h e T r o o p r e t u r n e d
t o i t s f o r m e r b i l l e t s i n REGNE,

31. a t 1630, 13 Jemuary, t he Troop was a t tached t o the 2nd B a t a l l i o n ,
329th I n f a n t r y and the CO went t o the B a t a l l i o n CB f o r i n s t r u c t i o n s , The
following m i s s i o n was rece ived : To c l e a r the woods i n t r i a n g l e 6768h8,
677838, 68083, beg inn ing a t 0900, 1); J a m a r y . One P l a t o o n o f l i g h t t anks ,
Company "D" , 7 7 t h Tank B a t a l l i o n was a t tached ,

32. A t 0800, 1 ) January, the Troop l e f t REGNE f o r i t s m i s s i o n .
The tanks were p i cked up and assigned a t 0900 and the F i r s t and Second
P la toons moved on the m i s s i o n ,

33. The miss ion was completed by 1100, w i t h the F i r s t P l a t o o n

s a g a n ground a t 6 8 2 8 0 , Second Pla toon a t 6 8 6 8 3 and T h i r d P l a t o o n a t
S888 The tank P la toon was re leased and the CP e s t a b l i s h e d a t 6 8 3 8 ) .

3h. a f t e r con tac t ing the 2nd B a t a l l i o n , 329th I n f a n t r y , a Forward
Observer f rom the Cannon Company, 329th I n f a n t r y a r r i v e d a t 1500 t o f i r e i n t o
woods a t 6 8 8 8 5 , The Forward Observer ad jus ted and f i r e d s e v e r a l
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s i n t o the woods w i t h good r e s u l t s , d r i v i n g Germans f rom
t h e i r p o s i t i o n s , These exposed enem$ were taken under sma l l arms f i r e
by the Second P la toon ,

35e O r d e r s w e r e r e c e i v e d a t 1800 t o w i t h d r a w one P l a t o o n t o be

a t t a c h e d t o t h e 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y , The S e c o m P l a t o o n w a s w i t h d r a w n and
s e n t t o REGNES f o r i t s v e h i c l e s w h i l e t h e P l a t o o n L e a d e r w e n t t o t h e
CP o f t h e 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y f o r i n s t r u c t i o n s , p l a n n i n g t o m e t t h e P l a t o o n
i n LANGLIR, The T r o o p , l e s s t h e Second P l a t o o n , r e m a i n e d i n p o s i t i o n
t h a t n i g h t , The Second P l a t o o n wen t t o 679803 t o p r o t e c t t h e r i g h t o f
t h e 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y ,

36. 15 J a m a r y ' l 5 ~ 1130- The F i r s t and T h i r d P la toons began sweep
o f woods Nor th o f LANGLIRRIVER t o l im i t i ng p o i n t on boundary between
the 83rd D i v i s i o n and 75th D i v i s i o n a t 7085. CP remained a t 6 8 3 8 ) ,

r e c e i v e d and forwarded progress r e p o r t s f rom the P la toons ,

37. Dur ing the day, the Second P la toon moved w i t h " I " Company,
3 3 1 s t I n f a n t r y to 67980h, d i spe rsed v e h i c l e s and dug i n ,

3 8 Three Germans e luded the sweep o f t he N i r s t and T h i r d P la toons
and were cap tu red near the CP a t 1 130,

39. The woods were c l e a r e d by 1 630 and c o n t a c t made w i t h the
7 5 t h D i v i s i o n a t 7085, The F i r s t P la toon was w i t h d r a m and s e n t to REGNE

t o go on a new m i s s i o n , Thé Troop was detached f rom the 329th I n f a n t r y
and p u t under D i v i s i o n cmmtro l ,

0 . We received a new missions Contact t h e 331st I n f a n t r y near
679803, contact the Third Armored Div is ion near 679797 and outpost
the Highway from 679797 t o 684799, to prevent enemy i n f i l t r a t i o n ,

1 , ?The T h i r d Pla toon re tu rned to REGNE a t 1930, The Second
P l a t o o n c o n t a c t e d "E" Company, 32nd Armored Regiment a t 677803 a t 2030,
A t 2130 the F i r s t P l a t o o n was enroute w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s on t m new
m i s s i o n , to c o o r d i n a t e w i t h the Second P la toon a l r e a d y on the ground,

2 , Heaby Armored t r a f f i c on r o a d s d e l a y e d o u r movement t o new
a r e a o f e m p l o y m e n t , Roads and b r i d g e s w e r e i n poo r c o n d i t i o n a f t e r

p a s s a g e o f the t a n k s ,

43. The F i r c t Platoon was not i n BACLAIN (665792) u n t i l 2030,
l o c a t i o n s sposit ions and plans o f T LKER

j e a n wasunable?t o locate a route to Segectaee o n BAcLAIN g n a ? g
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Spent the n i g h t a t 673803. I t a t tempted t o loca te the Second P l a t o o n
dismounted,

hhe At 2330, the Th i rd Platoon and Headquarters l e f t REGNE v i a
HEBRONVAL, OTTRE, PETITE LANGLIR, LANGLIR, 663814, 678808, and 67880h.

k5 . Headquarters and T h i r d P la toons a r r i v e d a t 67880) a t 0 0 0
16 January. The ou tpos t m i s s i o n was g iven t o the Second an i T h i r d
P la toons and the ou tpos ts were i n p o s i t i o n , unopposed, by 0530. CP
e s t a b l i s h e d a t 678805,

46. Soon a f t e r d a y l i g h t , 2 German p a t r o l s were seen and f i r e d on
South o f the l i n e o f ou tpos t s , a l s o r a t t l i n g o f mess equipment , t a l k i n g
and the sounds o f d i g g i n g were heard f r o m the woods to t h e South,

7%. At 1000 the F i r s t Platoon took over the outpost du t ies ,
A t 1330 " E " C o m a n y , 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y moved u p t o t h e o u t p o s t l i n e t o
a t t a c k t h r u t o t h e S o u t h . O u t o u t p o s t s were w i t h d r a w n ami a c o n t a c t
p a r t y r e m a i n e d w i t h t h e I n f a n t r y , A t 1500 t h e T r o o p w a s a t t a c h e d t o
t h e 2nd B a t a l l i o n , 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y and e s t a b l i s h e d an o u t p o s t n e a r
677797 t o p r o t e c t t h e r i g h t f l a n k o f the 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y . C o n t e c t b y

a t r o l s h a d been m a i n t a i n e d w i t h T h i r d A rmored D i v i s i o n e l e m e n t s a t
73803 du r i ng the day and a new T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n o u t p o s t was

f o u n d a t 673793 and con tac ted p e r i o d i c a l l y ,

48 , Dur ing t h e 17th J a m a r y , we k e p t a c a n t a c t p a r t y w i t h the
2nd B a t a l l i o n , 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y and p r o t e c t e d the r i g h t f l a n k o f the
3 3 1 s t I n f a n t r y . We made c o n t a c t w i t h the T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n a t
673793 du r i ng darkness, ,

h9e On t h e 1 8 t h J a n u a r y , we moved o u r o u t p o s t t o 678797 a n d
m i n e d t h e b r i d g e a t 679797. I n t h e a f t e r n o o n , w p a t r o l l e d a l o n g t h e
edge o f t h e woods t o 688788 and f o u n d no enemy. The 2nd B a t a l l i o n
a t t a c k moved S o u t h w e s t t o w a r d 685785 a n d o u r o u t p o s t a t 678797 was
w i t h d r a m , A mounted p a t r o l w a s s e n t t o 685785 t e t r y t o l o c a t e
T h i r d A r m o r e d D i v i s i o n e l e m e n t s w i t h o u t s u c c e s s , T h i s p a t r o l r e t u r n e d
a b o u t m i d n i g h t ,

50. - Sgain on the 1 9 t h January, a p a t r o l looked f o r t he T h i r d
Armored D i v i s i o n c o n t a c t p a r t i e s near the 2nd B a t a l l i o n r i g h t f l a n k
b u t was able o n l y to c o n t a c t T/F WAIKER, GP and arrange f o r a c o n t a c t
eve ry two hours on the even hour a t 695785, Our p a t r o l s to opera te f rom
and u n d e r c o n t r o l o f 2nd B a t a l l i o n , 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y CP a t 686795, Con tac t
was ma in ta ined u n t i l 2 0 0 , a f t e r wh ich no T h i r d Armored D i v i s i o n p a t r o l s
c o u l d be found o r met a t the des ignated p lace ,

5 1 , U n t i l 1500, 20 J a n u a r y , o u r p a t r o l s o p e r a t e d f r o m t h e 2nd
B a t a l l i o n , 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y CP, A t 1530 t h e T r o o p was a s s e m b l e d and
moved o n the r o u t e s BACLAIN, LANGLIR, PETITE-LANGLIR, JOUBIEVAL, SART,
VERIEUMONT, LIERNEUX, SNAMONT, TROU-DE~BRA, HABLEMONT, WERBOMONT, F I I O T ,
HAMOIR, XHIGNESSE w h e r e we were b i l l e t e d ,

5 2 . d a m i a r y 21 , 22 and 2 3 r d were s p e n t i n r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f
p e r s o n n e l and m a i n t e n a n c e o f e q u i p m e n t . The T r o o p was a s s i g n e d l o c a t i o n s
t o e s t a b l i s h t w o r o a d b l o c k s on D i v i s i o n O r d e r i n t h e e v e n t o f e r e n y
a i r b o r n e o p e r a t i o n s , G n P l a t o o n t o be k e p t o n a l e r t a t a l l t i m e s ,

53e ?The pe r i od 24 J a m a r y t o 31 January was spent i n t r a i n i n g ,
c o n c e n t r a t i n g oub t ime on weapons i n s t r u c t i o n f o r a l l pe rsonne l , We

moved f rom XHIGNESSE t o COMBLAIN-FAIRON v i a HAMOIR on 25 January,

ISTER H, DRUM,
Captain, Cavalry.
Comnanding, ;
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