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TO 3 The A d j u t a n t General , Washington, 25, De Co

T h r u C h a n n e l s ,

1 , On 2h September 191), t he 83rd Reconnaissance Troop was a t t a c h e d
t o the 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y f o re m p l o y m e n t i n the Regimenta l Area u n t i l t h e f a l l

o f REMICH,

2, Qa the morning o f 25 September 1 9 ) , the fo l l ow ing missions were
given the Reconnaissance Platoonss F i r s t Platoon: To es tab l i sh Observation
Posts i n the v i c i n i t y o f 998990 (Map, Centra l Europe, 1/100,000 Sheet
NEUNKIRCHEN), Second Platoons To reconnoi ter BASSE KONTZ and e s t a b l i s h
an Observation Post a t 0095, Thi rd Platoons I n reserve, To move w i t h
Headquarters Platoon to 962977 (GANDREN).

3 The T r o o p moved f r o m b i v o u a c a t IZUIELANGE i n t h e o r d e r o f
F i r s t , S e c o n d , T h i r d a n d H e a d q u a r t e r s P l g t o o n s ,

he The F i r s t P l a t o o n had 3 Observa t ion Posts e s t a b l i s h e d i n i t s
Area b y 0900. I t r e c e i v e d accura te A r t i l l e r y f i r e on the O b s e r v a t i o n
Poste a t 1030, 1200 and 1 5 , f rom the d i r e c t i o n o f MERSCHWEILIER, 0 5 9 6 6 .
The Observa t ion Posts moved each t i m t h e y were f i r e d on and when t h e
f i r i n g ceased, t o o k up new p o s i t i o n s ,

5S. The Second P l a t o o n moved f r a n b i v o u s c t o HAUTE KONTZ, and
I t , B u r t o n t o o k a t w o 1 / l - t o n t r u c k p a t r o l a l o n g t h e r i v e r r o a d t o
BASSE KONTZ, where i t r e c e i v e d some r i f l e f i r e , The p a t r o l r e t u r n e d the
f i r e w i t h i t s machine guns, en te red BASSE KONTZ, proceeded on t h e r o a d
to 0097, to 985976 and then t o the v i c i n i t y o f t h e F i r s t P l a t o o n
Observa t ion Pos t s ,

6 , The T h i r d P la toon was given the m i s s i o n o f e s t a b l i s h i n g t h s
Observa t ion Pos t a t 0095 a t 101% end proceed t o 985975, mounted, ?The

T h i r d P la toon dismounted t h e r e and proceeded on f o o t as the Second
P l a t o o n reconnaissance d i scove red t h a t v e h i c l e s c o u l d n o t be moved t o
t h e v i c i n i t y o f t he Observa t ion Pos t on the a v a i l a b l e r a d s ,

7e When t h e d i s n o u n t e d p a r t y f r o m the T h i r d P l a t o o n r e a c h e d
9 9 9 7 , 1% r e c e i v e d some A r t i l l e r y f i r e a n d w i t h d r e w , A l l movement
o v e r t h e c r e s t o f t h e h i l l t o w a r d t h e p r o p o s e d O b s e r v a t i o n P o s t d r e w
e i t h e r s m a l l arms o r A r t i l l e r y f i r e ,

8 . A t 1030, a s m a l l p a t r o l f rom Headquarters S e c t i o n e n t e r e d
HAUTE KONTZ t o observe across the MOSELIE, The p a t r o l exposed i t s e l f
end drew machine g m f i r e f r a n the v i c i n i t y o f RETTEL and l a t e r r i f l e
f i r e from the same d i r e c t i o n , When i t became apparent t h a t an
Observa t ion Pos t c o u l d n o t be e s t a b l i s h e d a t 0095, an Obse rva t i on Pos t
was p u t i n HAUTE KONTZ, T h i s Obse rva t i on P o s t was f i r e d on f rom
RETTEL b y m a c h i n e guns a t 1 5 1 5 a n d a g a i n a t 1 6 3 0 , The O b s e r v a t i o n P o s t
was w i t h d r a m a t 1 7 0 0 ,

9e On 26 September 1 9 ) , two Armored Cars and two l / l - t e n t rucks ,
mount ing a l i g h t machine gun each, were a t tached t o the 2nd B a t a l l i o n ,
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331s t I n f a n t r y f o r use i n t h e cap tu re o f H i l l 218 a t 993018.

10 , A t 1 :00, t h e h i l l was a t t a c k e d from the d i r e c t i o n o f 980057
and 980037, s imu l taneous l y , by one Armored Car and one 1 / l i - t o n t r u c k
f rom each d i r e c t i o n , Ta rge ts p r e v i o u s l y l o c a t e d by I n f a n t r y patrols

were f i r e d o n, and a l though one Armored Car proceeded to 99 o y no
enemy were seen, A few rounds o f eneny A r t i l l e r y f i r e f e l l a t 9 8 7 0 5
d u r i n g the mounted a t t a c k ,

D , A t 0900, 27 September 1 9 ) , the S e c a d P l a t o o n was e n r o u t e t o ¥

993976 t o make @< i s m o u n t e d r e c o n n a dalsaance i n t o H KONTZ and i f f r e e e r ? 0 d
of eneny, es eh an e rva ost a to

t o t h e t o m on t h e r o a d u n d e r the c o v e r o f t h ee e e a e 9 4 ,

uk iS
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¢ L t r , 83d Ren T r . , s u s A c t i o n A g a i n s t Enemy, R e p o r t s . \ v e r / A f t e r A c t i o n Repar t s .

. a

s o o Suppo r t i ng M o r t a r and machine gun f i r e o f t he T h i r d P l a t o o n f r a n

The t w e n t y - t h r e e man Second P l a t o o n p a t r o l , u t t e r L t , B u r t o n ,
moved o u t f r o m 991976 a n d t h e l e a d i n g Scou t s r e a c h e d @997 when t h e y d r e w

r e f r o m t w o German m a c h i n e g m s a t 0 0 1 9 6 7 . The p a t r o l t o o k c o v e r a n d
t u r n e d t h e f i r e ,

13. The Mor tars and machine guns o f t he T h i r d P la toon opered f i r e
on the eneny p o s i t i o n s and s i l e n c e d the g ins , As the p a t r o l was about to
move on the enemy, A r t i l l e r y opered f i r e on the suppo r t i ng weapons o f t he
T h i r d P la toon and drove then f rom p o s i t i o n , The A r t i l l e r y f i x e came f rom
120 degrees Magnet ic As imuth f r a n 993972. The p a t r o l w i t h d r e w as the
A r t i l l e r y f e l l on t h e f o r w a r d s lope o f t he h i l l and i n the w o d s a t
995977e A t o t a l o f t h i r t y rounds were f i r e d ,

W h i l e t h e p a t r o l w i thd rew, about 1230, one T h i r d P l a t o o n
Observa t ion P o s t was f i r e d on b y enemy machine gins f r a n 976964. The
men on the Observa t ion Pos t w i thd rew under t h e i r o w f i r e and r e p o r t e d
the eneny l o c a t i o n ,

15. This pos i t i on was attacked by four 1 / l - t o n trucks momt ing
l i g h t machine guns and the enemy withdrew, leaving two rockets a t the
p o s i t i o n , The at tack ing pa r t y continued to the vineyards a t 985960,
overlooking the MOSELIZE, a n d was f i r e d on by German machine gums from
Northeast o f RETTEL. The par ty withdrew, leaving m outpost a t 986967.

1 6 . A t 1 3 0 , t h i s o u t p o s t c a u g h t a mam i n c i v i l i a n c l o t h e s , c a r r y i n g
a p i s t o l , c o m i n g u p t h e s i d e o f t h e h i l l t o w a r d t h e m , The s u s p e c t was
t a m e d o v r t o S=-2, o f the 3 3 l s t I n f a n t r y , ,

17- On 2 September 191), the Troop was attached to the 329th
I n f a n t r y t o operate North, East and West o f CONSDORF, 993317 (Map, Centra l
Burope, 1/100,000 TRIER Sheet). Unable to locate any Germans by two
days o f p a t r o l l i n g , the fo l low ing act ion was taken on 30 September 1 9 ) ;

18. én ambush p a r t y was p laced a t 02036) and 019370, to t r a p
eremy p a t r o l s r e p o r t e d t o v i s i t BERDORF (005370) f r a n ECHTERNACH (055357) .
A dismounted p a t r o l o f twen ty men was sen t through the woods f rom
BERDORF t o 0037-0139-0337 t o a t t a c k an enemy o u t p o s t r e p o r t e d t o be a t
028376. A mounted rese rve was h e l d i n BERDORF,

19 , About 0745, a d i s p e r s e d German p a t r o l o f about twe lve men
came upon the ambush p a r t y a t 019370, was f i r e d upon and w i t h d r e w w i t h
t h r e e wounded men,

2 0 , The d i smoumted p a t r o l u i d e r I t , B u r t o n e n c o m t e r e d f i v e Germans
a t 0 2 7 3 7 8 . Two Germans w e r e wounded a n d f e l l o w r a c l i f f i n t h e i r e f f o r t s
t o g e t away. The o t h e r t h r e e , p l u s d e v e r a l n o t s e e n , d i s a p p e a r e d d o m
a r a v i n e ,

21, As o u t d ismounted p a r t y was r e t u r n i n g t o BERDORF, f i v e Germans
came up the r a v i n e a t 019370 and were cap tu red , The p r i s o n e r s were t u m e d
ove r to S 2 o f t he 329th I n f m t r y ,

H E I S T E R H , DRUM,

C a p t a i n , C a v a l r y ,
1 I n c l ; U n i t J o u r n a l , C o m m a n d i n g ,

314.7 l s t Ind.
HEADQUARTERS $3D INFANTRY DIVISION, APO 83, U. S. Army, 3 October 1944,

70 ; Commanding G e n e r a l , XX C o r p s , APO 8 3 , U. S. A r m y .

Forwerded.

For the Commanding General:

N . P, COWDEN

Majo r , AGD, I L1 I n c l ; n / c Asset Adj General,


