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(UARTERWASTIR HISTCRY - 83d INPANTRY DIVISION

 PART THRES: ORAVsS REGILSTRAYION SERVICE

GECTION X5 KOM:ANDY

The Divieion, in its first combat mission, occupled a defensive line
scuthweat of Carenten 28 dune to 3 July 1944 During this period only fifteen
men were killed and each wos evecuated direct to the cexetery by the unit
concerned, Very little wos learned sbout Gruves Registrution Service from
t.e operation. 7The Division Greves Registration Officer contasted each unit
Graves Reglsteetion Officer and discuseed msthods by which evacustion would
take place, using SOP o, 26, "Ammy Burials, Graves Registretion, znd
Disposition of Effecte," Hq EICUGA, dated 9 Jenuary 1944, ss a guide, ALl
sources of information, such as other Livision and Corps lleadquarters, were .

used to get ideas of what the job entailed: These sources proved helpful, .

The system of Battalion and Esgimental evacuating tesas under regularly
appointed Craves Reglstratlion Uffigers was carried outy Transportation was
furnished to each of the Regimental Uraves Heglstration Officers with which
to conduct the work, It was decided that the Divisfon operste two Collecting
Fointa to help on the initlal attack. The personnel for operation of these
points was furnished by VII Corps Craves Registration Coanpany. The Division
Graves Registration Cfficer was furnished a quarter-ton truck in which'to
check and supervise the evacuation: 2)-ton trycks from the Cuaytormaster
Conrany, with l-ton trailers, were furnished to evacuate the dead from the

Division Gollect Point to the cesctery. Only the trailers were used to
carry badiess A 3/4=ton truckeand trziler is considered sufficient for the
work, 'This was the (rasves Keglstroction Service set-up under which the
bivision attaclfcd the worning of 4 July 1944 '

Attacking on the morning of 4 July 1944 1t was soon discovered that in
the excitement and confusion: of initial coumbat no ons was evacuating deed,
Tacticel situations tooic precedence over the gvacuation: Casualties were
mounting and the Division Graves leogistratlion Gf{icer contacting the regiments
did not obtain results. ‘One Division Collecting Folnt was sbandoned. iy
8 July 1944 the conditions were critisal,s , The Commanding Genersl ondered the
Vivision CGraves Registration Cfficer be given personnel and transpertation to
clear the fisld, Taking five officers and twenty enlisted men, and working
during ell availsble daylight hours, the job was coupleted by 15 July 194k
This work over, the detsil was cut %o two officers and ten enlisted men: The
Division hed changed to VIII Corps and the VII Corps detuil was withdrewn
from the Livislon Collecting Foimt. VIII Corps would not furnish a similar
detail to run the Foint, Of the retuined detail, one officer and five enlisted
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‘men were used to run the Divisien Collesting Point, The other offiser and .

. five enlisted men were used to search and check fields and to opsrete-a
second Division Collecting Point, if necesssry. This decision proved itself
in operation. During this period, which ended about 28 July 194k, it was
impossible te keep an accurste check on how many sien were killed and evacusted
- as at all timea the mmber mﬂ;mﬂd&ombc%
killed. Duhctluplﬂu o 28 July the Division Graves ion
Sexvise svacuated to t e-&wl.l&lnrlmmdﬂ?ﬂm«u._

Attudﬂn;mthonming of & August 1944, in the St. Malo Sestor, the

Graves Registration Service funotioned smoother and evasumtion of dead progrua-!

steadily abresst of the situation. It becane necessary to operate two )
Division Collesting Foints and the organization was all ready to funotion, -
Here the distances for evacuation to a cemetery became a persmount problem
and it was necessary for VIII Corps Lo eatablish a Collecting Point. During
this period which ended about 25 August 1944, 560 Ameriean and 501 German
dead were evasuated by the Division Graves Registration Servise.
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SECTION Iy LOIRS RIVER

The Diviefon's tectical miesion during this period offered no problems
to Graves Reglstration Servise, Deployed along a wide flank, the act:lnn
consisted n:.nly of pstrolling details,

SECTION IVy LUXENDCURG
The period from 25 Septeber to & Desesber 1944 wes not one to offer
canplicated problems to Graves Reglstration Service, The Divieion covered an
extensive front and it was relatively quiet MW; Action was .

limited to patrols,. mwm-mm was to a Corps’
Collecting Point, .

There were 155 uw_.-foan amf 41 ﬂman_ dead evacuated during the period.

. The period 7 Decexber to 26 Decesber 194h was an active period, and
problens imposed were mainly ones of transportation over a limited road net
in German territory, and searching of the field of battle in woods and
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thicidy ained areas, The tmporhl-ion prnhl.u was .olud with the aid of
s Corps collecting point,

The search of the battlefield became a tedicus job ass the presense of
mines was a constant hazard, To overcome tlilg, Anti-Tank cempanies and
platoons of the reginents were used d‘t-euul:. Search of the wooded areas,
where falling trees and limbs from tree bursts had obescured the losation of
faxholes, made the job a long and arducus one, The =ain problem was to get

uahptrnnmlt.o adequately cover the groundy when the AT platoonnm
used, this prodblem was solved,

During the operstion 456 mdcm and 417 German desd were erasuated,

.

 SBCTION VI; ARDENNES
In the operation covering the period from 26 Decamber 1944 to
6 February 1945, the Division covered a narrew front. The regiments advanced

rapidly in heavy snowfall, Conssguently, bod:.o- were orun hidden by snow
and were therefore undiscovered,

For the greater pu't of this campaign tho bodies weres svacuated dtrout-ly'
- to the gemetery from the Divieion Collecting Point,

During the period 275 American and 236 Cerman deod were evacuated,

SZCTI _DRIVE & RH

Cambot during this period was characteriged by rapid advances and few
- casualtiss, Kore enany dead thnn Llli.od dud were evecusted through the
Division Collecting Point,

. Shortly after p.rlod began a Oraves Registretion platoon from the
608th Cuartermaster Craves Reglstration Company, XIX Corps, joined the
Division. The platoon was equipped with thred 3/i-ton trucks and l-ton

trailers, and one 1/i-ton truck and a 1/4-ton tul.lcr. Thh tmcporuu.on
way adejuate for the evasustion of all bodin.

During pcr:lod 83 Allied dend were evacusted to Ilu'gnl'.cn, Hol.und,
end 126 enenmy dead were evacuated to cemeteries in GQermsny,

-+ SEGTICN D THE
_ The Division Craves Registration Section and attached platcon began this
operstion at the Germanp-folland burdar. The drive endsd with the Division
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&stride the Elbo Rivers The war with Gcmalv ended with the Division atill
astride this river,

Aserican doad were bei.ng evacuated o Holland, Therefors Ammy and Corps
Collecting Folnts were wr;v far n-m the Division Colleoting FPoint,

299 Allied desd were evacuated to Margraten, Hnumd, and 243 Gemm dead
were cvacuated to cemsteries in Gemany,

Cn 9 May the Craves Registrution platcon Was detached fran the mﬂm.
shortly afterwards, the Division Graves Regiatretion 3eotlon was dissolved.

o - SECTICH IXs SUiaRY

The organization of the Division Graves Registration Section was developed
to meet specifis needs, For seversl deyas after the initiul entry of the Division
into bettle there was only one officer and one enlisted man to operate the -
bivision Collecting Point. It imcediately became zpparent that additional
personnel was needed for operating the Collecting Point ond for cléaring the
fields of the deed, The Division Graves Reglstration Ufficer asked for, and
received, five junior ofticers, each with a team of four enlisted men. This
rersonnel was plaged on temporary duty. One offlcer and four men opersted
the {cllesting Foint under the supervision of the Cravee Reglstration Offlcer,
iho other officers with their men cleared all the fields within the Pivision
voundary. 7This orgunizution waa loter reduced to the following:s one Division
Graves Reglstration Officer,.a lajory two junior officers, end ten enlisted
zen. Sach regiment, battalion, seperate battalion and company, has 4 Graves
deglstration Officer and teams regularly assigned, The organization of the
Graves ilegistration Section was chenged once mere by being reduced to one
officer and nine enlisted men, AL the time of this chunge, a Graves Reglstre-
tion platoon was atiteched Lo the Division from iIZ Corpse This platoon
consisted.of one ofﬁ.cor md 22 enlisted men, _

buring pn'iod: betiween mﬂeka avacuation is not an meu.ng taask and
very few problems erise, Fram & Divisional point of view, the use of a
2l=ton truck and truiler to evacuate a small number of dead is not an
:Intelllgmb use of tronsportation. Smaller transportation shiould be fumished,
a 3/4~ton or 1/l~ton truck with trailer being desirsbles Thie was the type of
tronsportation used during later pericds and proved satisfactory.

A generel problem for all operstlons hes been what records and reports
saculd be kepte Initially = repister of &ll men evacuated was mailntained,
A dally report turned in to G-l and Cffice of Division ‘uartermaster by number
of men evacuated. * Craduslly a card file was initiated to give the name,
serlel number, unit, ceumstery, date of evezcuation, and means of identification,
if otier than by dog-tags 7The report to G-1 end Office of VDivision uarter-
master was continued;, and o report by name and aorhl number of men evacuated
ud9 turned over o the rAdjutant General,

In operations eact.mding avey a perisd from 28 June 1944 to 9 day 191.5,
thia Division haas evecusted 3,129 American and 2,322 Geman dead.
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