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’ Uffice of the Commanding General
APO 83, U. S. Army Dafe?-?ﬁf‘r»a‘:&(.z;m’
31v.1/hul 5 March 1y45

SUBJECT: Action Against Enemy, Report After/After Action Reports.

TO : The Adjutant General, Washington, 25, D.C.
(Thru: Channels;

in compliance with paragraph 10, C-3, AR 3L45-105, After Action Reports .
for Headquarters 63d Infantry sivision covering the period 1-28 February 15
are submitted herewith:

&e Uriginal Unit: No Change.

be Changes in organization: Nome.

Cs Strength:

Ufficers warrant ufficers Enlisted Men
1 February 1945 Iy 8 116 .
28 February 19u5 uy K 10
Net increase 2 0 L ol

de Stations:

Hamoir, Belgium- 1 Feb L5 to 6 Feb )5
Dalhem, Belgium= 6 Feb\ L5 to 22 Feb L5
Schaufenberg, Germany- |22 Feb !ltg to 28 Feb U5

Hasselweiler, Germany 28 Feb |5, NP
€es Marches: See Inclosure No. 1. : e
f. Campaigns: '
; O -
o - \ Iy
(2) 1~28 February 195 K o Q/ g Lay W
: 1 : QO
(3) Purpose: See Inclosure #1 Q&-—\., A QL 4
() Ltr He European T of Opns, AG 200.6 OpGA, Subject:"Battle \ \ VIl | /0
Participation Awards—Germany Campaign (No.l)" dtd 2l ‘
Dﬁcember 19}4-]4.

g+ Batbles: See narrative reports s Inclesure #l.

he Companding Officers in importarnt ‘Engagements: Major General Macon
commanded throughout this period. )
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Ltr Action Ageinst Enemy, After Action Reports, cont'd
( 9 March 1915)
i. Losses in action: None,

je Former and present members who have distinguished themselves in
_ action: None.

ke Photographs: Nonee
For the Commanding Generals

) 72 Courcdine

Ne P, COWDEN

1l Incls ¢
83d Inf Div After Action Report (
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At the beginning of February the 83d Division engaged in
a period of training and rehabilitation South of LIEGE, Belgium.
Its Command Post was at HAMOIR, Belgium (K433055) and units were
ascembled in that general area., At this time the Division recently
returned from participation in the ardemnes offensive under control -

of the VII Corps, in first U.3, Army.

Troining during the first few days of the month was devoted
mainly to individual and small unit training, with emphasis on getting
recently received reinforcements thoroughly femiliar with all infantry
weapons, and the bagooka and rifle grenades. Problems for squad and
platoon tactics were practiced. Division tests were set up for certain
units but were cancelled because of the movement of the Division which
occurred on 6 February. Thus, the period of training begun during the
last week of January was brought to a close.

The Division was placed on the alert status and moved to
assembly areas Hast of the VEUSE River between LIGCH Belgium and MAAS—
'"RICHT, Holland. There another period ef training was initiated. Prin-
cipal emphasis was placed on the attack over open terrein of a fortified
position, Iixercises were corducted both during hours of daylight and
darkness., OSpecial attention was given to the technique of street and
village fighting as developed during previous conbat operations. Also,
tactics of the attack of an infantry company supported by tanks was
stressed. Individuals were trained to use other than their primary weapons
by rotation of infantry weapons and familiarization firing. Tactical
exercises included marches which were combined with instruction on proper

care of the feet.
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Division teams tested selected companies in village fighting
and the attack over open terrain against fortified positions, continuing
for a night and day. Smoke was used to cover the advance of attacking
forces, and smoke pots and dynamite charges were employed to create the
illusion of actual battle conditions. In tests held during daylight hours,
tarks supported units of infantry in the attack. One problem consisted of
an attack on the Division Commnd Post by an infantry company supported by
a platoon of tunks.

Jhen these tests had been completed, training was expanded to in-
clude night problems in which terrain was selected so as to prevent the use
of familiar landmarks in detemining direction. Leaders were thus forced to
rely upon a thorough understanding of the use of the compass. The use of
signals at night was stressed. Combat [ormations for the squad and platoon
were practised, illustrating methods of advsnce 2cToss open ground, how Lo

establish a base of fire, and the proper use of a mneuvering element,

Other subjects covered during this period of training included relief of

front line units, orgamization for security after taking an objective, organ—

ization of a rear slope defense for security, cormbat patrolling and outpost
guard, Pillboxes in the trsining arcas were utilized to practice correct
methods of assault against strongpoints and heavily fortified emplacements,
Tnstruction was given to all troops in detection and disarwing of
various types of mines, and typical booby trap devices known to be current ly
employed by the enemy. Proper use of demolitions by assault troops was also
demonstrated for the benefit of all units, Pérsomnel. were instructed on
the importance of submitting prompt and accurate operation reports on enemy
mortar fire and artillery shelling. Uther special features of this period
of training were demonstrations of the new type flame~thrower recently in-
sballed on some of the tanks of the 736th Tank Battalion, and gunnery prac-—
tice with the new 75m and 76mm guns mounted on tanks. 50R 300 radlos were
placed on a number of the 1M-24 tanks for employment in infentry-tank oper-

stions, and certain tanks were improved by additional amor plubing. The
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83d Cavalry lecomalssance Troop priacticed using smoke in the attack
on a strongpoint, and gave a demonstration of methods of reconnaiss—
ance in a defile. Toward the end of the period in the DALHIN aﬂsombly
areas, problems were carried out on batbalion scale, coordinuting the

of the smaller units. A school was conducted for recent infantiy

officer reinforcements on artillery observetion and the adjus tient of
artillery Tires. The 736th Tank Battalion fired the 7o and 76rm guns on
. S

the range, «nd later the 2" morfur and the 105ma avsaulb guns of vhe as. eult

gun platoon. The 643d Tank Destroyer B stiulion began reorganization under

the revised Tables of Organization for a self-propelled unit, and bhegan
teaining with 11 self-propelled guns (M- 18) recelved on 22 February.
Following the wovement of the Division into the zeneral vielnity
of SCHAUTENE 508G, Germany (K899543), betuwcen 22 and 26 Februsry, units re- —
sumed training in the reserve area. Village fighting and the abttack across
open terraln were e sphasized prior to the committment of the Division Zast
of the U=l qiver. YNew weapons were Lest-fired, and ro obotion of weapons in
srall arms ond familiarization firing continued. Stress was 1laid on improv-—
ing communication procedures by conducting unit schools for of ficers and
cperators in the principles of 51lidex and radio procedure, and voice train-
ing Tor wire communication persomel, Units were instructed to conduct
their own test by sebtting up problems and an;gfo inting umpires from among
their own officers.

“fith the units of the Division moxﬁng into actblon all eflforts

of training were concentrated in a newly created reinforcement school. Tts
purpose was to train, orient and equip reinforcements. Froven praoctices
ond technigques were stressed and taught by veterans of three campalgns.

Defore assignment, each reinforcement was given the tricks of the trade and

nade to feel that he was an important member of the Division,

During a visit to ZIX Corps Headguarters on 4 [ebruary, the
szeneral plan of future opersbions waes made kmown 1o the Division Com—
mender. The Commanding General then oriented the Division 3taff and

Unit Cormanders vn the details of the forthcoming operation "GrINADE".
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The plan initially indicated the 83d Division would have a part in the
main effort to be made on the Western Front. This plan placed the
Division in XIX Corps reserve, and according to Letter of Instructions
#111, issued by XIX Corps, the XIX Corps would cross the ROER River
North and South of JULICH, with the 29th and 30th Infantry Divisions
abreast, the 30th Division on the right, tq capbure JULICH and the STAATS
FOREST HAMBACH area and protect the right flank of the NINTH U.S. Army.
The 83d Division was to pass through the Corps bridgehead and continue
the attack to the Northeast, initial formation of two regiments abreast.
One regiment of the Division was to be attached to the 29th Division after
the initial crossing.

The first unit of the Division to become engaged in operation
"GRENADE" was the Division Artillery, ﬁhich passed to the operational con-
trol of the 29th Infantry Division on XIX Corps order on 6 February and
moved the following day into that Division's area at SCHAUFENBERG, Germany
(K899543).

Previous to that time oral instructions had been received from
higher headquarters on 2 February, alerting the Division for movement into
XIX Corps reserve, and parties were dispatched for reconnaissance of roaus
and billeting facilities in the vicinity of VISE, Belgium (K5693).

On 5 February the Division gave the neceséary instructions to
units for the movement to the North, using two independent routes. At
1600 on 6 February the Division Command Post closed at HAMOIR and moved to
DALHEM (K579370), Belgium., The 329th Infantry moved to EKKEIRADE, Helland
(K613472), the 330th Infantry moved to MHEER, Holland (K631439) and the
331st Infantry moved to BERNEAU, Belgium (K587402).

On & February, XIX Corps Field Order #30 was issued and the
Division was given the mission of being initially in Corps ieserve. In
addition one regimental combat team was to be prepared to move by moter
and be attached to 29thrDivision after that Divisien had seized its bridge-
head. The 83d Division would be prepared to resume control of this combat
team on the line of the Corps bridgehead and continue the attack té¢ the

Northeast. In cempliance, plans were made which called for the 330th Com-

bat Team to be attached to the 29th Division, Hewever, Operation "GRENADE"
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was postponed on 10 February and; remaining in place, the regimert’
continued training. The XIX Corps Letter of Instructions of 9 February
gave the Division the alterate plan that should it become advisable to
continue the advance within the Corps zone with the 29th and 30th Infantry
Divisions abreast, the 83d Division would be committed on the left of the
29th Division.

The go ahead sign was given by the XIX Corps Letter of Instruct-
ions which ordered the Division to displace to assembly positions viciniby
SCHAUFENBERG — DURBOSLAR - KOSLAR as this area was vacated by 29th Division.
The Division on 22 February issued movement orders and outlined also the
various projected plans of operation for the Division when it should be

committed. The movement into Germany by the Division began on 22 Febru-
ary when the Division Command Post moved to SCHAUFENBERG, Germany (K902-
5L4). On the following day the 330th Combat Team (less artillery) moved
to assembly area vicinity of SCHLEIDEN (K948551) and was attached to the
29th Infantry Division. The 331st Infantry moved to ALSDORF (k8954) and
the 329th Infantry moved to ZOPPENBERG (K8753). ALl units of the Division
were in Germany by 26 February, prepared for commitment.

At 0330, 23 February the XIX Corps attacked across the ROER
River. The 330th Combat Team, operating under control of the 29th Divis-
ion, started their crossing on 2/, February to relieve the l£5th Infantry
and cortinue the atback. The attack was launched at 0530 on 25 February
and by 1330 the 330th nad advanced to take the two tewns of PATTERN (FO563)
and MERSCH (FO564). By the end of the day Company L was in SEVENICH (FO564)
and the 1st Battalion occupied the town of MUNTZ (FOLK66). In the meantime,
Instructions from higher headquarters gave the 83d Division the mission of
remaining in Corps reserve, prepared to move on six hours notice to pass
through the 29th or 30th Infantry Divisions and continue the attack; or,
attack in its zone between the 29th and 30th Infantry Divisions, enveloping
MUNCHEN-GLADBACH from the Hastj; or, protect the Corps right flank as the
30th Division advanced. The 83d Division Artillery ceased to be within ef-
fective range of the enemy and was relieved from control of the 29th Divis—

’

jon and attached to the XIX Corps Artillery.
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The 330th Combat Team continuéd the attack on 26 February and
captured the towns of HASSELSWEILER (FO566), GEVELSDORF (F0568) and
ISEN KROIDT (FO669) against light resistance., The Division assumed con-
trol of the 330th at 0700, 27 February and the regiment effected general
rehabilitation. At 2300, 27 February the 331st Infantry was attached to
2d Armored Divisien; the 3d Battalion, 331st Infantry and the 908th Field
Artillery Battalion moved to the 2d Armored Division area while the rest |
of the regiment remained on a one hour alert.

XIX Corps Letter of Imstructions as of 2015, 27 February returned
the 83d Division Artillery to Division control and ordered the 83d Divisien
(1ess 330th and 331st Combat Teams) to move to assembly area vicinity of
OUSTON -(F0863) commencing at 0900, 28 February. The move was completed by
1830, 28 February which placed all combat elements of the Division on the
East side of the ROER River. The 331lst Combat Team supported the advance
of the 2d Armored Division.

At the close of the month the combat efficiency of the Division
was excellent. Training during the month had enabled reinforcements to ob-
tain a degree of efficiency which was revealed by their success in combat
East of the ROER. Changes in attachments to the Division during the month
saw the 774th Tank Battalion relieved from attachment on 3 February and at—
tached to the 78th Infantry Division. YThe 643d Tank Destroyer Battalion
(Towed) was attached on 2 February and the 736th Tank Battalion (less Com—
pany C) was attached on 6 February.

Immediate future plans of the Division as revealed by the Corps
Commander indicated that the 83d Division would be employed around 1200, 1
March, on the Corps right flank, taking in the main road from GREVENBROICH
to the HEMMERDEN — NEUSS Road and securing NEUSS and the bridges over the

RHINE.
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Phe month Opened with the Division attached to VII Corps,

Iirst United States Lray.- - The Division, as well as the entire

Wl .
- t!?—""l':a-.j =

s
Corps hud been withdrewn froue the line. Later, as XIx Corps %
regerve, winth United States aray, the Division moved to ;
vicinity of DALUEM (580369) BaLCGIUM und thence to viclnlty -é

of &LSDCRE (E9054) GERMANY. as &I Corps attacked across the

RCUuR River 23 February the Livision remained in Corps reserve.,
Division artillery and 330th Intwutry, avtacliea vo ohe 29th '

Division, and 531lst Infantry attached to the 2¢ armored Divisiow

were the only units comumitted during the month. %

The %%th Infantry Livision and the 3634 Volksnrenudler %

4

Uivision initially opuosed the xla Corps on the eust bank of (ﬁ
the HOZR kiver. PBoundary between these Llvisions was vicinity
of JULICH, the Gown inclusive in H8th Infantry bivision sector

The 1094 Regiment and 1u3d Regiaent were originally in the linkj

The 1035 Reglmend nad been reporited dissolved. This u¢h1m=uLé§

was confiraed prior to our 30TLCK. The V58 und 9359 hﬁbiAﬁuLS'§L

of the 367 Volksprenadier Livision were initially in line wis

er Repl tent as lhe organlc reserve. Pour d%;

57 Volkgsrenud]

after AIa Corps leunched 1is attock, only battle grouvs ﬁfJ&w
&

these two Givisions were belns: coatuctel, apd as the atuuck ™

o

gained womentuam, the ene.ly

plecemeal, a8 evidenced by the employdent of lhe ¥

and 11 ranzer Diviesions. BLlenments of the § Panzer Divisd

were Tirst coutucted in “Lhe vielnity of STEINSTRaASS (FLL5€ ) i

Llements of the 11 renrer Livis ion were ILirat conlacted lh;;;
$

vielnity of TITZ. Lkleuents of the Lo sunger keplacet (11 eﬁé-
A L R

s s o2 pr bt me Sntanbr Tar LWo e
Givision) were ildentified Ficntin: as intantry. fLor WO ?
- 42 ' g S ERPENE TN L SPTR B . (Y S Y S
the enemy Tound difficulity in sioVuh LS tankg: OCur exT S
air cover, and nilu obvious ShoTho ¢ 0 casolline. a8 the oYl
ajr cover, anu iy oLVICH , G
Us Tuianbry Division und a4 Us armored bivision nearca
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MUNCHRI - Gla LoaCd and NEUSS respectively, a varlety of other
battle sroups were also contacted.

The enemy's main line of defense was well beck froin the
river. Nabural terraln features were ntilized ag had the prime
capabllity of floodini; the wosR River. However, lach of
sufficient troops prevented ala froa cotubligning nis defense
in depth. As he was forced to Pall buck the euneny bullt
strong points around The edge ol towns for the terrain offered
no other tucilcal sssistance, In wmeny instances wlien the
enemy's defendgive positlons wvere cubflunked ané bvecrune untenale,
ne clioue to surrender rather than withirsw or continue a useless
fight. Hisg artilliery was ot in & precarious position since
cowunieations were beiln: coutinually disTupted by onr intensive
artillery bombardments. This wes evident by the number of pleces
overrun aad by the lack of artlllery fire. AS our atback
sropressec tne balk of the opiosltion came from nign veloclvuy
weapons, principally vtanks or self-propelled gung. In some
places tank turrets and guns were dismounted and dug well into’
the ground. This afforacd a delaying weapon that was Bt once
erfective and comparatively lnexpensive. As the period closed
the eneny attempted to estublish defensive lines but lack of
superloritysin men and materiel

reserves, coupled with AL Corps

Porced hia to continue his retreat.

-~ - - P = —_—
© UG ASSIEED e
,Amnkmy' N 2 @ oofif
. LT AR ‘u_ =

.
P

By .. MAA, s




I1T

wle
b
we
=4
wle

2 . X AL K . A I
Al‘ ;l\ £AY [AY ra) [AY [a) [a}

AWARDS AND

DECORATIONS

b
b

Y] sr kY2 < A A KYS 32 Az I
iy w ™5 ks A} N ZAY A3 W s

Aulhorty : 7_

J o N )
Y o HADA, Dl 200




AWARDS

i\l:illlaﬂly g

T

) g
PICTTRE

DSM Bronze Silver Total
Star Star
Headquarters 83d Inf Div 1 13 14
329th Inf Regh 73 15 88
350th Inf Regt 50 4 54
331st Inf Regt 158 R4 182
Headquarters 83d Div Arty 3 5
522d FA Bn 49 7 56
525d FA Bn 7 7
324th FA Bn 23 1 24
908th FA Bn 14 14
308th Engr Bn 18 16
508th Med Bn 6 <]
85d Cav Ren Tr 9 9
Hy Co ( Sp Trs)
83d Sig Co 15 13
83d QM Co 2 p7
783d Ord Co
1 1
Attached Units:
403d AAA Bn 9 9
643d TD Bn
736th Tk Bn
1 446 51 498
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DIVISION COMMANDER

///ASST to DIV COMMANDER

CHIEF OF STAFF

AC of 5, G-1
AC of 3, G=-2

AC of S, G-3

AC of 8, G-l
SIGNAL OFFICER
TNGINGER OFFICHR
CHEMICAL OFFICER
ATR-GROUND CCOPERATION
OFFICHR
ADJUTANT GENZ?RAL
JUDGE ADVOCATE
INSPECTOR GINTRAL
FINANCE OFFICUR
SURGECN
MILITARY GOVERNMENT

OFFICEL

INFORMAT ION-EDUCATION
OFFICER

ORDNANCE OFFICER
QUARTERMASTER

SPECIAL SERVICE OFFICHR

o

Macon, Robert C., Maj. Gen., USA
(1 February tc 28 February)

Ferenbaugh, Claude B., Brig. Gen., US

(1 Febrvary to 28 February

Hughes, Shelly G., Lt. Col.
(Actg 1 February to 3 February)
Boyle, Conrad L., Col,

(Actg 4 February to 9 February)
Boyle, Conrad L., Col.

(10 February to 28 February)

Mackenzie, Alan F. 8., Lt. Col,
(1 February to 28 February)

Deshotels, Jules H., Jr., Lt, Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

Boyle, Conrad L., Col.

(1 February to 9 February)
Duke, Robert W., Lt. Col,
(10 February to 28 February)

Hughes, Shelly G., Lt. Col,
(1 February to 28 February)

Rhyne, George #., ILt. Col.
(1 Februnary to 28 February)

Dodge, Roy T., Lt. Col.
(1 February to 28 February

Shaver, Paul F., Lt. Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

Stephens, Raymond D., Maj.
(Atchd 1 February to 28 February)

Harrell, hobert G., Lt. Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

Smith, John D., Lt. Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

Tubh, James M,, Lb. Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

Shuck, Russell N,, ILt. Col,
(1 February to 28 February)

Clot felter, David w,, Lt. Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

Hanrahan, James C,, Lt. Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

Y

Hartman, Fred B., Jr., Maj.
(1 February to 9 Februaryg
Neff, John C., Capt.

(10 February to 28 February)

Lundy, Thomas F., Jr., Lt. Col,
(1 February to 28 February)

McLaughlin, John D,, Maj.
(1 February to 28 February)

Lybrook, Xobert C., Maj.
(1 February to 28 February)

GG,
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0-12479

0-165757
0-15951
0-15951

0-253371

0-273934

0-15951
0-365127

0-165757

0-21219

0-21468

0-213755

0=367023

0-318679

0-915645

0=371106

O-LT74859

0-20029

0-5202179

0-393009
O-454413

0=-252065

0~1,52948

0=269407
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CHAPLATN

PROVOST MARSHAT

HEADQUARTHERS COMMANDANT

CIC DETACHMENT

329TH INFANTRY

COMMANDING OFFICER

330TH _INFANTRY

COMMANDING CFFICER

33157 INFANTRY

COMMANDING COFFICER

83D DIVISION ARTILIERY

COMMANDING GENERAL

EXECUTIVE OFFICER

5-1, S~4

5-2

5-3

Donnelly, Augustine P., Lt. Jol.

(1 February to 28 February)

Ogilvie, George, Maj.
(1 February to 28 February)

Lewis, Raymond J., Lt. Col,
(1 February to 28 February)

Vietor, Oliver 4., Capt.
(1 February to 28 February)

Crabill, Edwin B., Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

Foster, Robert T., Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

York, Robert H., Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

Montague, Robert M., Brig. Gen., USA
(1 February to 28 February)

Clay, Robert P., Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

Seidler, Howard B., Maj.
(1 February to 28 February)

Faxon, Alfred A., Maj.
(1 February o 28 February)

Smith, Robert B., Lt. Col.
(1. February to 28 February)

308TH FNGINEER COMBAT BATTALION

COMMANDING OFFICER

Dodge, Roy T., It. Col.
(1 February to 28 February)

83D CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE TROUUP

COMMANDING OFFICER

308TH MEDICAL BATTALION

COMMANDING OFFICER

Drum, Heister H., Capt.
(1 February to 28 February)

Higdon, Robert S., It. Col,
(1 February to 28 February)

DIVISION HEADQUARTERS COMPANY

COMMANDING OFFICER

Cederberg, Glfred A., Capt.
(1 February to 28 February)

783D ORDNANCE (IM) COMPANY

COMMANDING OFFICER

83D SIGNAL COMPANY

COMMANDING OFFICER

Athorty

Iy

Norton, John J., 1lst Lt.
(1 February to 28 February)

Harkey, Marion L., Capt.
(1 February to 28 February)

LﬁEn.-.- — ;'. --:-..;...:.'__‘f..{r
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0-23681

0-445620

0=2171706

0-1049003

0-6769

0-11258

0-21341

0-12261

0~16212

0-394165

0-361523

0-411990

0-21468

0~23923

0-21459

0-1286960

0-7548988

O=-L5L655
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83D QUARTERMASTER COMPANY

COMMANDING OFFICER

;:\|_nh‘6v1ly '
f L TR Lo
L

Brauch, George P., Capt.
(1 February to 28 February)

0-1573740
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On 22 January the Yivision was entirely withdrawn from combat and
placed in reserve. This status contimied throughout most of February.
It was the first time- since commitment in June, 194)1, that the entire
Division had been out of contact with the enemy. Full advantage of

this situation was taken by all echelons of the command.

The Mission was clear: The combat efficiency of the Division would
be restored to the high level which obtained before the Ardennes. The
men and officers would be trained and indoctrinated for reentry into
combat which higher headquarters early in the month indicated might well
prove to be the most cruciallba'b'ble of the wer in the West. Indeed, toward
the conclusion of the month, after a major portion of the camuand had
taken up positions within Germany itself, 21l officers and men were told of
the great significance the Supreme Allied Commander placed on the battle
which began at 0330 on 23 February. It was announced to the entire command
that the XIX US Corps, with the 83d Division in reserve, was making the main
effort in the West, Thus it at once became clear to all tbroovs wliy so much
effort and bime had during the month been given to rehabilitation and

training.
A comprehensive program was devised under the guidance of divisional
and regimental staffs. The program concerned itself with training in tactics

and techniques of combat and with rehabilitabion of 2ll troops.

Tn tactics, special attention was given to the operation of the

infantry platoon, the infantry cowmpany and the infantry-tank team. Problems

were executed during hours of daylight and darkmess and under conditions
similating battle. The importance of teamork was made unmistakably clear
both during the execution of problems and the detailed critioues which

followed.
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Ab all times consideration was given to the type of terrain most
likely to be encountered in the battles which would occur later on.
{f.bh this in mind, emphasis was placed on fighting in open country.
Specifically, problems were designed which required movement of formations
aCross open terrain preliminary to an attack on a village. ithenever
natural cover and ‘concealment were unavailable to participating troops
smoke was employed to the maximum., Blank ammunition improvised by the troops
was used and reinforcements were trained in the handling of explosives —-
"beehives! and pole charges. Ixplosives were used to simal ate artillery and
mortar fire and, in addition, to expedite the construction of foxholes
and individual shelters in frogen ground. In accomplishing various assigned

missions troops were encouraged to exercise native ingenuity.

One lesson learned at the close of January is worthy of mention here.

Tt was concerned with penetration of enemy armor. Test firing was conducted.
lhese tests were prompted by the frequent failure of bazooka teams in
accomplishing their missions. During the fighting in "L:Ihe Ardennes bazooka
rockets had sometimes failed to penetrate two inch armor plate on the sides
of tank destroyers, self propelled guns and tanks. T4 was knowm that the
rocket does not penetrate but burns through armor. Tt was concluded therefore
that the disbance from which the rocket is fired has no bearing on its
penetration, Test firing proved this. Tt was noted that if the rocket lands
‘with impact sufficient to ignite 1it, and lands withing sixty degrees of a
direct impact, it will penetrate comparatively thick armor. The more direct
the hit, the better the penetration. In short, an impact of ninety degrees

o the plate is perfect.

Tests of firing ax}ti-tanl—c grenades and anti-tank rockets at enemy
armor were also conducted, a German tank destroyer serving as the target.
This plate is three and a half inches of first grade armor. 4An AT grenade,
fired at a slight angle to the plate; penetrated four and a half inches,
promptly ignited small arms ammmumition scattered inside the vehicle. It
was observed that when a tank is hit by an AT grenade or AT rocket and

penetration is complete, molten metal of incandescent heat is sprayed all
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over the inside. ‘This molten metal is so hot that it will penetrate any
ammunition cases conbacted, set the ammnition on fire and thus destroy
the tank. Lven if no ammunition is present within the tank, the molten

metal will force the crew to abandon it.

Baqually important as the training of the men was their rehabilitation.
Brouglt up to full strengbh, all units of the Division were reeguipped
wherever necessary, and a thorough-going series of inspections of wvehicles,
weapons and equipment conducted. The result was that at the ©nclusion of
the month, ready to reenter battle, the Uivision found itself more mobile,

more complebely prepared for action than it had been in many months.

This Division recognized very early in its operational career that
putting newly recelved reinforcements into the line immediately not only
was wasteful of manpower but did not materially aid the units engaged.
Consequently, since very early in July; 19lh, a1l reinforcements have been
given the benefit of at least a two day orientation course by combat
experienced officers and enlisted men. This tends to act as a welcome
to the Division and the instruction given quiets their uneasiness prior

to actually entering combat.

Tn connection with the rehabilitation and rest of troops, it was

v

again learned bhat proper billeting - with provisions for warmth, cleanliness

end washing - is vital. llen are prone to maintain a high standard of
personal cleanliness when it is apparent to them that every possible effort
has been taken by comanders to provide them with the wherewithal of

achieving that cleanliness.

hecreation was provided by Special Services and the Red Cross. New
vigor was given to the Division newspaper, which begen publishing weekly,
and to the Division's Public Relation policy. It was determined that
through a liberal policy regarding Press and Public the morale of officers

and men would be immeasureably increased.
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Yet another means of increasing the state of morale was the awarding
of various decorations and commissions to officers and men in all echelons.
in Awards Board consbituted shortly before the beginning of the month
greatly facilitated the processing of recommendations for decorations.

The Commanding General of the Ninth US Army visited the Division Command
Post in Dalhem, Belgium, in order to present the Distinguished Service
Medal to the Division Commander. This award, initiated by Lieubenant
General Patton, Commanding the Third US Army, was made in recognition of
the Division's reduction of the German garrison at St Malo - Dinard, Ille

et Vilaine, France, in August, 19hh.

At the beginning of the month instructions regarding security
were received. These were passed on to all echelons and were implemented
with outstanding success. Shoulder patches were removed, bumper markings
painted over on all vehlcles, road signs bearing unit designations
eliminated. In general, all possible steps were taken to obliterate
the whereabouts if not the very existence of the Division. Experience
gained since Carentan, in June, 19h), had time and again proven the
benefits Lo be obbained from secrecy measuresS. Veteran troops had
learned their lesson well and with their help the security instructions
now issued by the Division were thoroughly executed, Witness of the

success of these measures were several instances in which non~battle

" casualties evacuated to hospitals in the rear refused to identify themselves

beyond name, rank, and serial number. Some slight confusion resulted, of
course, but this was more than compensated by bhe obvious excellence of

the security discipline which had been indoctrinated among all troops.

Toward the conclusion of February there was occasion to call
attention of all troops to the necessity of imediately evacuating captured
eneny documents. Certain papers carried by a German NCO were throvm away
by his captor as being without value. Subsedquent interrogation of the
prisoner indicated that the papers W'eré of inestimable value. The papers
were not recovered, the information contained in them never utilized. Al
personnel were again notified that the searching of prisoners of war by

front line troops must be limited to the search for weapons. fAl1 other
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possessions of prisoners must be left with them until brought to the

!
attention of trained prisoner orocessors.

Twice during the month combat flyers of the IX Tactical Alrforce
visited the Division for the purpose of studying and observing ground
force operations. The first of these two visits was made while troops
were training in Belgium snd Holland and while the Division Command Post
was ab Dalhem. Air officers there observed the various tactics being
employed in the platoon and company problems. The second visit of flying
officers was made after the Division had taken up positions inside Germany
and while the Division Command Post was at Schaufenberg. Towms cleared

but a few hours earlier by the 330th Infantry Regiment were visited.

Pilots and troops exchanged information on the spot — for during the
previous day the flyers had themselves operabed against the enemy over
these same towns, fTroops were told exactly in what manner the enemy
garrisons they'd captured had the day before been softened by airpower.
ihese visits accemplished two things: Ground troops became more confident
of the capabilities of their supporting air arm; combat flyers obtained

a clearer understanding of means by which ground troops accomplish assigned

missions. The value of such exchanges of information cannot be overestimated.
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During february 83d Infantry Divisién was in XIX Corps
- reserve, QOrder of Battle estimates during the period and
immediately prior to the abttack of XIX Corps acrossg the
ROER River on 23 February indicated the presence of 363
Volksgrenadier Division and 59 Infantry Division along the
East banks of that River, It was believed that the enenmy
was not inelined to defend along the River line, but would
rather fight to defend the townse Ingineer reconnaisance
disclosed that the enemy was not occupying the ground

defenses on the East bank, but 1t appeared that he could

strongly resist from the towns along the River and especlally

from the Citadel in JULICH,

Prior te the attack by XIX Cerps, the enemy reserve
plcture was whclear, It was widely and rightfully believed
that he could not afferd to leave the approaches te COLOWNE
and DUSSELDORF unprotecteds Higher headquarters listed
116 Panzer, 130 Panzer Lehr, 15 Panzer Grenadier, and 11
Panzer Divisions as candidates for a counter-attacking
role en the approaches to the vital RUHR area, Elements
of 9 Panzer and ¥ Panzer Grenadier Divisions were also
listed, but at the time these units were loosely in contact
on First US Army front. Also ligted were twe unidentified
Infantry divisiens and 12 Veolksgrenadier Division reported

disengaging from First US Army front.

The mobile reserve picture bhecame considerably clearer
with the attack of First Canadian Army against CLEVE, This

attack alarmed the enemy sufficlently for him to displace

15 Panzer Grenadier, 116 Panzer and 130 Panzer Lehr Divisions

from the COLOGNE plain and te commit them against the Canadians,

Upon commitment of these three Divisions, the only available
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mobile raserves or our zone were elements . 11 Panzer
Division (half of which wags bslieved to have gone East),
elements of 9 Panzer DLivision, and elements of & Panzer
Grenadier Division. 10 8% Panzer Division, while rumored as
having been sent bto the Bastern front was nevertheless believed

to be in the west due to the persistent prisoner of war clalms

that its supply elements were Soubh of COLOGNL.

Inmediztely prior to XIX Corps attack considerable
trafflc was observed in the JULICH aresz and & deserier
taken stuted that 12 Volksgrenadler Division was aoving
into the DUREN area. This statement, loter verified by actual
contact with this Division afiected XKIL Corps in that the 363
Volksprenadier Uivision (locubed direcidly horth of 12 Volks-
grenadier Division) had considerubly narrowed its front in the
TULICH area. The heuvy traffic observed indeed counslsted of

elements of 0% Volksgrenadler Division aoving in to strengthen

the JULICH defenses.

e abtacks luunched by VII, KT, vnd XIII Corps corroborated
in all respects, existing Order of Battle estiuates. HIK Corps
was 1lichtly opposcd by 563 Volksgrenadler srnd 59 Infantry Divisions.
The DURLN area (VII Corps) was delended by 12 Volksgrenadler .nc
U580 Volksgrenedicr Divisions. JAIIT Corps wew oprosed by L83
Volksrrenadier and 176 Infantry Uivisions. wiihin a day wulter the
abtack wis luunnched elements of* 9 runzer bDivision were idenvltied
in sueport of 465 Volksorenudéler Livision. © bunmer Division wus
Lo be used in o cowsber-uttaciins role but early reverses, the
logs of o couplete batlelion, aand the very wedk condition of Cod

Volksorenadier Bivislon aude accodplishment of thig wission

iumposgeible.

aitnin two days afbter the attuck 11 Panzer Reconnalsance
Batbalion, of the 11 Fanzer Livision, was identified on the Lorthern

flunk of xIX Corpe :nd priscners clalmed that parts
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of the Division were still on Third U3 ary front not bheli
able to leouve besause of strons T iterference of our ulr aril.
This was true at the time as proven by the capture of clecentls
of 111 vranzer Grenadler Ré@ineut, 11 Yanzer Division, in the
Third US army area. But by 27 Tebruary the sntlre Division
wag filraly in contact on X1k und ZIIT Corps frouts, cowmultted

to delay our advance vovinrd WNONCIL -GlLabBACLL.

Poward Lhe end of Whe wcats Luwo new ideptificalions
provided great interest but wol awnch concern. (Cu <7 Iebroary, '
508 Infantry Divieion, cne of the Divisions whichh wag severly
mauled in the CCLbLaic vocliet by the First French aray, wus
iGentified by XIII Corps.” The arvivel of this Divislon uad

3 -

r Divisions ex-

@

its parent, XVIII 8o Corps, susgesbs that othe
tricaled from the COLMak pockét will shortly arrive in Tirst or
Linth U8 armiy wsones of advance. These Livisions ure in an eix-
trenely weakened condition hut it is aupurent thoet they will piek
up replacements on their way North. There are indicutl-ns thut
538 Infantry Division received replacements from the Battolion
that noraally surplles 361 Infantry Divisilon which 1s now in

an insctive sector of the SAAR froat. whabtever Infantry Divisions

arrive will be welcomed in this Infantry-hungry area.

The second sisnificant new arrival at the end of the period
was the 150 Panzer Lehr Division from the Cunadlan Lone. This
Division, badly bit by the Canadians was siven the task of
defendins MUNCHEN-GLADL.CH. At the end of the perlod the twe
Panzer Grenadier Resiments (961 and 90Z) but nol the tunks
of the 13\ vanzer Lehr Division were firmly in contact with

AIX und LIIX Corps on the outer avproaches to MUNCHN-GLALBACIT.

At the end of the period 59 Infantry and 363 Volksgrenudler

Divisions were fighting delaying actlions as small battle gronps

and all the auxiliary units of these Divisions were committed us
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Infantry. Both these Divisions are believed virtually destroyed.
The bulk of defenslve Tirhting wis being carried by 9 and

11 Panzer Divisions, both in a weakened concéition. 130 Panzer
Lehr Division entered the pictureto becomes a wmajor defending
force against our drive on MUNCHEN-GLLLBACH but 1t is not
considered to be in first class fighiing shape. The usual
conglomerztion of miscellaneous units such as, 14 Fortress

AT Battalion, 341 Assault Gmn Brigade, 3 Home CGuard Training
Battalion, Z5 Rocket Projector Regiment,\lﬁlg Assault Gun Battalion,

756 Engineer Batvalien (GHE), Volksstrum and Police units, were

contacted - many fighting as Infantry troops.

In conclusion 1t may be said that our attack across
the RQER River came as a complete surprise tc the enemy and
caused extreme disorganization in his ranks. Heawy  casualties
were inflicted on units before they could be organized into
eftective fighting organizatlions. The loss in equipment was
equally heavy. At the end of the period it appeared that the
eneany coculd not prevent our forces from reaching the REINE River
and that his major concern was to fight delaying actions in order
to permit the bulk of his forces to cross to tne Dast bank of

the RHINE,
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