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mxymumMimmmwmwmmm‘mﬁm
days of the month during which the 83d Invantry Division made its drive from
the Mhine to ihe Elbe River, These ralds were made 4y flights of From one to

At 15308 L aprdl Pilatoon X, giving Ah protection to the 03d Infantry
Division CP, engaged and destroyed one ME 100 which had strafed D LIPPESPRINGE,
The plane, flying at the extremely low altitude of 100 feet, alsc fired on an
alr OP and seored a hit on the wing of the alr 0P, A Category I vas cisimed
by Platoeon X, and confirmation of this ciaim har been reccived by this Heade

@mx&swzmawm,m@nmmmm
defended area of Satiery C. These two flights, comsisting of two planes in
the firot and fifteen in the second, were oreswmably un reconnaissance, us they
circled the area at variows altitudes fram 1000 to 6000 feet; but, made me
attack, mmmMmmme&mM&ﬁmm

: mamn%mwmmuummwmmmmm
CP at 26450 8 april, They were ougased 'y eme of the helfetracks pretecting
the alrstrip and units of Ylatoon X, The enemy alreralt ontered the defended
mwww'&%MMﬂmm%m,am'ermm
unite to engage them, The halfwtrack at the airstrip hit mwl destroyed one IW 190,
The 330th Intantry reported the plane crashing in its forward area,

AbiﬁS&amﬁJcmtmlmmmmmm«mdhw
G at tree top height., The fire units of the sceend nlatson of Sattery C, which
mlmmwmmarwmmfmry forward slements, engaged the
atreralt and destroved one, .

The destruction of the fN-sb Cesman "I% type rlane by this organization
came at 0745 hours 13 April vhen Battery B ensaved a ¥T 158 {“toreh) flying at
extromsly low altitude at approximately B0 MM, Gun crews of Jatbery fired anly
«>0 caliber machine -un:s at the target and promptly dectroyed i,

Battery D was withdramn from the defense of the 32uth ¥4 Batealion an
nmmdww%mmmmuaimrcmm Tlatoon X was attached
mmmnm.&am‘mmzwmmmmmrmm,umm,m
placed on both sides of the river, Five fire unibs were scrors ecarly on the 1hth
mﬁﬁmmmmhwmmmr&@w Sastervies A ad 3 moved with
supported FA Battalione te the Rast side of he Klhe River on 15 April 19LS,

MWMWMtﬁratm&%Manmmuuﬁlm
m-zzamwkmmWMalmﬁmmmgummmuﬁ. They
ﬁmmmﬁmwaulyupmh&.ng Tired om, There was no danage
from the raid.

mmmﬁmmmmﬂmwmmmw&mmm
wnd bridge site six times, Ksmplwwlmi,ﬂ!ulm,ﬂﬂm,,uﬁﬁ'&
in lowlevel homblng and strafing misgions, Ho dasage resulied from the attacks,
and the enmy aircra™ in eseh insvance Jave up the atiack when fired upon,

AL OBLSE 1h april one JU 87 mede & low-level strafin; attack on the
area wost of the MREY Bridge. No demage resulved from the attask, The plane
wae destroyed. The nilot was killed and i obeerver wounded aml captured -

site at 06308 16 spril, one at 17130, one at 2330,
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At 21108 17 aApril the GAF made a low-level boubing run on the Lridoe
in two flights, ene from the W and one from the S, diagonaily 4o the bridoe.
The rlanes were Laken wwier {ire before they roached the river., They iwske formae
uion before reachin: thelr objective, The majority turned easty hovwever, three
turned west and flew over the Diviien CP, The bomber formations were a con.
glomeration of ail types, J B8s, ME §10s, HE 11ls, and JU 1888, They had a
smail fighter cover of six ME 10¥s, They strafed the Disision area and dropped
thelir bombs but caused me damage. The attack wes over a Tifteen mimute period,
Two bombers were destroyed,

At 20408 18 April <hree P 150s made a low-level bomhing and strafing
atlack on the sast bank of the river oopesite WANSY, They withdrew Trom attack

when tajien under fire, Two were destroyed,

At 20558 18 ipril the enesy launched a deterwined atback aguinst the
.dgehead, He capleyed HE 1lls, JU 88s, and ME L10s to bomi and strafe the

os. Hamy E snd antiepe @l bombe were Jropoed, Taetics that were eme
aapther came in from the opposiue direction to drop a bomb load, The only rew
ported danage in the sector was to oné u0mm gun seetion, Jettery A suffered one
officer killed, eix men wounded. Une homber was destroyod,

At 21008 18 april thyse ' 1908 and one JU 58 atiacked the 329%h Infantey
seator. They vombed and strafed from low altitudes, Yo dansgge resulied from the
attack, m%%mmmmmmﬂm several 4Osm hits, it
21308 18 April one HE 111 drovped bombs north and south of CALBL, Ho dasage ro=

At 07058 19 april & flight of six ¥ 1908 bosbed the defended aresa of
iattery A from and titude of 5000 feet, Turing a fifteen second ongagement one
of the attacking vlanes was shot downe The oilot bailed out and the plane crashed
at © 923796 (vie BAMIRITE). |

The ~ame dey two Vs 1908 made a reconnaissance run over U deleded
arcas of Salteries & and D at 2208 hours, “hey maintained an aivitude of 41500
feet, travelling in a northeasterly direction. Woth “asterics engaged the planes
ime, dentroyed no olanes,

ﬂasmawﬂtmm‘uawww&iwwthemwmg
determined effort to bomb out the bridies acroes the Flhe Niver and installations
in the bridgehead area., At 09308 a JUBB made its appearance sver the defendad
area of “athery D, %Wﬂl&wﬁmcmmwnemnﬁawm
gl titnde, The Sattery fired on the plane bud mde no hits,

4t 07248 20 April one ME 109, fiying at 1000 feet, bombed the defendsd
area of Yattery 2, No dumage oremusitiea resuleed, The plane was hit bW Battery
B ana orashed st D 912843,

mm&?mm&m&émamf?muuwa.frmavﬂ;ylwﬂum
tude at OTUOR 20 april, Mo dasage wan cansed fram whe bembine and no hite were
made on the plane,

This attack was followed 'y a wwo nlame formation, one WE 109 and one
JU 88, at O7458. Upon approsching the defesded area of fattery T, the JU 88 came
hlwm&wﬁwmmwmﬁmtm&wdrqusm. Some of Lhe
bomos hit within one hundred yards of the bridge., Unly damage resuliing wa= o
the roof of %a‘tery D CP, %o casualties we o suffared, The JU 88 was destroyed,

A% 17308 23 April one M2 262 nade & reconnaiscance Tlight over the defonded
arpap of ‘asterics A and €, Tho plane was fired on but no hics were nmade. This was
the last plane over the uridgehead ares, -

Thirteen enemy planes were dentroyed during the monthg
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“ith the Diviclon moving shead as renidly as it did, many enemy pockels
of reaistance wore byepassed by she Imtfantry. There were ennountered several times
by reconnaissance parbles of ‘he batiteries and their supported umits,

- In the sarly morning of 1 April the reconnalssance party of Second
Plabeon Hatsery D and supporied FA Batberies were fired on my machine pistols
from s woods vicinity of AHIEN, Pert of the reconnalssance party of the swp-
ported ualt was caplured, Oecond .xioon Tmttery D suffered ne camualties,

The combined reconnalssance parties of Sattery A and 900th P4 Battalion
captured an enemy machine gun nest and its ccoupants st 18035 1 April near IOWIle
LORF. Thore were no casuslities ia either unit suffered while taking this enemy
oosibtlon,

The commni ations corporal of First Flatoon Natbery 3 war fetally injured
at 10008 8 Aoril when the jeep in which he and and the pletoon serzeant were riding
was hit by Tire fvew an enmmy tank about one and one~halfl milem OF of RUHNRSHAUSDN,
An BBem AP shell hit the jeep and the corporal, His leg was torm off, 20mm fire
was gleo roceived,

About 100 rounds of enemy artillery fell in the Jattery D ares on the
west wide of the Hlbe “iver Sridge site between 1715-18308 13 Aprdl killing four
men and wounding seven others. Threo 2% ton trucks were damaged,

On 13 April et avproximately 1900, a gas supoly convoy, consisting of
m<mmw.myammm£mm¢m Battalion, was stopped jJust went
of B HADELEWEN by some released Sritish Fée and warned thet 95 troops were in the
Sown and had an ambush prepared, @d that they had shot up the towm, The sen

55 trocps, The men took positions in the ditches and killed alx of the at
troops, and posalbly more, Une Yatlery A man was sericusly wounded when hit by a
hand grenade. $11 men and equipment were evacuaied,

4 total of twentyeiwo Mis were captured Ly Headquarters Jattery during
she month, most of them being taken by recennalssance parties, One M, a (enerale
leutenant of the Jerman General Stalf, «as caplured by Headquarters vecomalssance
party on 12 aApril. W stated Le wes on a spetlal mission from Serlin to cheek the
situation on the Western Fromt. He had lefh Berlin tuo days before his capbure.

‘ As part of Task Foree "May“, Jattery C sosisted in the conture of
Whirty-one ™We in a wods - vicinity ASYVELD at 1130 11 ipeil, One of the halfe
tragits of Satbery O spewrhesded the attack that cleared vut the woods,

£% 11308 13 April the supply wehicles of Dattery I capbured the enemy
garrison of ATHEUSL MN, Cermany. The garrison consisted of fowr stficers and
an urdstermined mmber of enlisted men,

AL JO05B 18 April ten high velocity sheils landed near the CF of
Tattery A, vicinity of KAVTRITZ. UOne enlisted man was killed and ane officer
alightly wounded,
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Platoon "¥*  Platoon ¥, attached te the 330th Infantry hegiment since 27 m,,
was f;i%ﬁyﬁ‘m airslon of protecting their columns arainet onemy aire
cralt on their movements and alse to be used WZW varpete

whenever necessary. Imsediately after Joining the Hegiment a half~traek was

atsached o each of its three battalions and one halfourack and one LOws wey ket
at the Hegimenmsal CP. Up te Lk April the Mabtoon was used entirely in an AA role
and was not cailed on for ground support,

W%ﬂﬁaﬁbmﬂmggwﬂm”%m A wmﬁﬁm
spveral times a day, oceurred oved

o I ipril Platoon ¥ set up AA dufense around the Division's south
mmrmm%maimnmm. Ko enowmy alr or arx: action took
place, The next day. Flatoom ¥ was relieved by Nantery A 453d AAA suse pns
Bavtalien and rejoined Company A B0lst D sattalion,

On 12 April the half-tracks, togebher with an Helll 21 the second
platoon, fired on a woodsd area south of SESSEN and captured 35 ‘erman sauldiers,

sggi?mﬂmwnwmnmm%m:mﬁmmm
around a road block afier mﬁmdmhymm, Hany enewy troops were
taken prisoner. Om 20 April) Flateen ¥ was ased from 801lst TD Battalion,

Plavoon “Z®  °m 2 Aprd) 1945 Platoon Z was attached to the 3d Javuallon, 331st
- mwﬁmmwmwmmmmwmmm
s hOwm was rlanned hy the Jattalion Commanding

another hal f-track, three tanes, a hal fetrack,
one half-track in the rear of the eclumn,

- The misgion of ﬁ%aplmmwumuinmimmwmtﬁmmm
use of panseriaust, lsy fire »n reoad !:&am,am pointe, or targets af

The f&stm%mmaummwm. The first town was
taken without g shot being fired. M¢ﬂmwwm;wmmwm

prize was compls t¢ amd the terrain was such thul it wermitied the deployment of
e half-tracks in the edge of the woods without detection, The Intantry




dismounted and came up on line with the halfetracks, The tank column moved out and
lmmediately drew fire from a castle ncariy. ™e tanks ovened fire, and the enemy
on the wegons started deploying along the road, The half-tracks had been jiven
three targete, the two wacono ammmﬁgs@mm»@wmm
seen, and ansther suspicions losking house, Vhen the command “fire" was given to
the track erews, they gave all three targets a thorough saturation - and then
aprayed the town and flelds, firing on what enemy they could spot,

_ after this action the column moved through 'he edye of town with
little or no trouble. The column passed the two wagons and there were no live
enamy to be een,. Many were cub Mtammmmﬁm&nw&ﬁdm,ﬂ
ether foree took thie Lown approximately an hour leter, and they met no opposition,
The commander of this force stated that 60 Mis were taken, and he ectimated that
the halfetrucks had accounted for 0 killed, ]

For the remainder of the day the column stayed on the road and met
ne resiztance until an cnemy 5P gun made its apprarance, The jun was dest
by artlllery Tive,

The Third Uatbeliom, 331st Infantey, Commwler was impressed Yy the
provisional ple teon, its equipment, and its work. '

The platoon was then attached %o the B80lst D Zatbaiion, It was
furthor atlached to Company C of this “attalion, One half-track %o sach of the
thres pls toons and one halfetrack plus o hlmm sun held in -eserve at the company
P, The uOmm qun was %o he used, on call, at any readblocks the company comsander
anticinated the enemy to appear. The LOmm crew accounted for “iftesn Mis the
firet daye

In all caces a thorough reconmalssance was made of each read bloek
and the half-tiracks were pls ced vhere they could male best use of the field of
fire amd at the same time remain mobile to & ter positions when necessary. Mo
ensmy aciion was encountered durine the time the platoon war attached Lo Comrany G

The plztoon, mith one platoon of TDa, moved acress the leser River
Fridge Tor alreground defense of the lridge,

On 13 April the platoon was atlached Lo Company 9, 80%st 7D Dattalion,
and the dlspesitionws the same as was with Company O, only in some csses it was
necersary to use s haif-track with reconnaissance tromwe or %o accompany the mess
truck %o and from the company CP, Sceres of prisaners ware Saken,

“he tank destroyers personnel were “wvorably impressed with the
platoon and were very disappoinied when it was detoched, Seme of the T pep-
smwlmWmmam%mutam@ym.%cﬁiwamm%e

Flatoons ¥ and Z vere relieved from the M0ls% 70 nattelien en 20
Aprdl and civen a mission of alreground defense of & ssetien of
Defenme 83d mdvdision Wricgehead area, *trengthened bty 36 sen from the
five batueries, the two pl toons ook up defensive positions aleng
& dyke ranglng from 100 wsms»mmmnhniwﬁmamrwm. The
mmmwaamywmmmrmmtmwwmm
positione which were used, : :

&mhmmmmmmmamme pulnts slong the piatoon
seelor, mwwtmmémzm;mmuﬁm@uam};um,
The sechor was lwolen four ways sud conbact pointe made. “uch contact point was
arder the command of 2 sergeant, There were 11 outposts and four contact nointe
including the CPs “ach contact point was manned by s sergeant who walled to a1l
the OPg in his sector, Three river barges and one houss boat decked on the
Wuni&a!mﬂmmwdnwd%mnmm-:atn&nm@:mafm




river. There was soms uesiion in thedr minds as to what to do about complying
with the order, They werc promised by the (ermans vhat, if they pulled oub imte
the river, they would receive artillery (ire; however, in less than four howrs,
they were all on the west side of the river,

Om the alternoon of 71 april ene 20ms Clak gws Mired on a I~% and
in return the area was machine-gunied by one of the half-tracke, There vas no
more fire from that polmbs Absul sn hour later two other 20mm (lak puns Dired
quiekly, »

The might ot 21 spril the CP was atiscked by a four or five men
enemy petrol which scored four direct hite with pamserfauet and dassged equipment
ab the CP, Two men were wounded very slightly, The arva was quickly encircled,
it no eneay movement was found,

The plutoons were velieved 22 april by a reconnsis=ance unlt of
the Diviwlon, snd the units returned to their respe stive babteriss,
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COMIUNICATIONS OFFICER
SURCEON

BPECIAL “FRVICE OFFPICER

CHAPLAIN
High 1 BARTERS BATTERY
AR T T WA

TROUSDALE, Oewge W,, T, Col
{1 April to 30 April :

RITTERSPACHER, Phillip C,, #ajor
(1 april to 30 April)

ﬁf)i&«‘i}f, mm Rs 18t &
(1 April te 30 April)

COHEN, Cammel, Capt,
(1 aprid te 30 April)

GEERI, Errel 0., Major
(1 April to 30 April)

(1 4pril te 30 Aprdl)
UTTERBOUNG, Charles ey 1st La,
{1 Aprdl te 30 April)

(1 Aprdl %o 30 April)

000K, liareld D., 1st 1t
{1 April to 30 iprid)

PATTRRY0N, Dandel C., Capt,
(2 April o 30 April)

CHAMBIRS, Stewart x.s Capt,

- {1 april te 30 April

~N Carl 'fg; : g?
(1 spril to 30 Awicg

SPINE, Thomas M., Caph,
(1 ipril to 30 April)

NEW/ELL, Gordon R., Capt,
{1 A;wh o 30 April)

JURY, Raymomd F., lot Lt,
(1 April to 30 Aprid)

EArmeR, @lfred C., 1st Lt,
{1 aprdl to 30 april)

HEDUE, Henry C., 1t Ltt‘
{1 april to 30 Aprdl)







Hoandguarters ano Readguarters Hattery

Bavtery i
Sattery N
Battery C
Pattery T
Provisional latoons (Tactical only}
Platoon X
Fistoon X
Flatoon 2

Asbtacheds (For Operations omly)
Znd Tlatoon, Bastery A, 286th Asi 9/L Battalion.
2 “egs » T April through 30 Aprdl.
2 Sees -12 April through 30 April.
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

GARLAND, Unvid Bey lst Lta, 01042916
BRIL, David M., 1ot Lb., OJOL2762
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KIi BiA Iia MIa MEC TOTAL  ETD & REINP
0 ¢] 0 G 3 3 1
0 0 ] o 0 0 i
Rattery A 1 g 1 0 1 8 2
Natbery B 1 0 o o 3 Iy 6
Bal tery © o ¢ © o x 1 b
fattery b 3 8§ . .8 o 2 b b
TOTAL 5 10 1 6 13 26 iB
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