fantry Regiment. 102nd Infantry Division also
crossed the Elbe at Ferchland. but were
promptly taken prisoner by a German battle
‘group. He also described the Xeroxes from my
history book as a “fascinating set of materials
relevant to our unit's crossing the Elbe.” Now

The 453rd AAA (AW) Battalion
Submited by Fred C. Pearson
On | August 1942 the organization was ac-
tivated at Fort Bliss. TX. as the 453rd Coast
Antillery Battalion. AA Automatic Weapons

effective training with our new found “toys.”
was completed with an exercise that
rated the 453rd the best qualified 40mm outfit
in the command.

ue 1o the extra ordinary qualifications of
the 453ed, th b was elcid o becowe
unit attached to an armored

will get the distinction we deserve.

Thad just noticed in my 83rd Infantry Divi-
sion history book that the 2nd Armored Divi-
made an attempt to take and hold a bridge-

of officers and enlisted men from various other
antillery organizations.

‘The battalion was composed of four gun
batteries and a Headquarters Battery. Each gun
battery. ned 40mm Bofers anti.

forces command. Afe some. personnel changes
the organization was shipped off to Fort Knox,
KY. (No we didn’t get to guard the Gold Re-
serve.) The 453rd was the first anti-aircraft bat-

head south of Madge
sition than we did. They later crossed the
“Truman Bridge” and helped reinforce the
bridgehead and supported the 329th and other

PpOT ro0ps.
Anmhe( documenary shown o the Discor-

guns. mounted on a four-wheeled devise that
could be lowered on pads for stability when
being fired. They were also assigned S0 caliber
water cooled machine guns, along with the nec-
essary trucks and vehicles 10 make the unit a

P v seguent “Alsd e
also in erro arrator states in the last
few minutes ATl ofthe Allieshad their sghes
on Berlin but this final goal went to the Rus-
sians. The Allies halted at the Elbe River. With
the defeat of the Nazis just over the horizon.
Hitler commitied suicide. A week later on 7 May
1945, Germany surrendered o the Allies. Eu-
rope was liberated at last” ungquote. I had writ-
ten to the Discovery Channel and sent them
Xeroxes from my history books also. but they
apparently are not in the same class as WQED.

T Remember
Submited by Wilmer V. Philips

We assembled in the Hurtgen Forest after
we relieved the battered 22nd Infantry of the
4th Infantry Division. The 329th (Buckshot)
Regiment of the Thunderbolt Division was o
continue through the forest and seire the west
bank of the Roer River. It was a forest filled
with death, The Jerries (Germans) were armed
with burp guns, machine guns. mortars and
booby traps. They hid in the trees and planted
mines on the ground between them. The Heinies
antillery shells were fired 5o they would explode
near the top of the trees and send fragments of
steei flying in all directions. We lost many men
before reaching the Roer River on 18 Decem-
ber 1944, “Company I broke through and cap-
tured the town of Birgel. Birgel was soon un-
der American control. We took prisoners as we
searched the houses.

As 1 opened a door to a dwelling. rifle at
port, 1 anticipated the enemy’s presence. My
adrenaline pumping a full speed made my trig-
ger finger ready to fre on the enemy. I saw the
shape of a man and almost fired. I stopped my-
self in a split second and a relief fel over me as
T realized I was looking into a full-length mir-
ror.

During the night, we were ordered to main-
tain positions in the buildings. Several Ger-
man soldiers arrived in the street that night
thinking the town was theirs. At daylight they
found out the hard way that only dead Jerries

about 850
After basic training at Fort Bliss. TX and

talion to and accepted to be-
come a demonstration unit to work with the
Ammored F trying 1o develop a more
mobile unit of operation. At this time a new
group of inductees from the West Coast joined
the batalion to bring our unit up to the required
man power level. At this time our coast artl-
lery designation was dropped and changed to
anti-aircraft artillery.

last 83™.Div.

Correction from
453", AAA(AW) BN.

50 Cal Witer ooler Machine Gun. Sei. Hummer *8" Bater 1947
—  This History of the m"MMAW)sN was printed in the
hwmm-:r:oﬂvh.ti information from Lt, Cohen
Sam Cohen S2/S3 officer for the

One of the 453rd AAA (AW) BN. AD. MM Bofers just owisde of Nauss Germany: Rhine River:




. Bfers Ani-Airrat G

Quad mount s cooled 50 caliber machine

12 days after leaving Camp Shanks. From

Utah Beach to work with the 4 Division that
was a part ofthe 15t Army. This combit group.

Janded on D-Day+6. The balance of the 453rd
landed on D+12
“There was ot much air nor tank activity in

assigned 1 the 83rd Division. partof the VIl
cons.

i point on. the 453rd AAA (AW)
Bataron s permanenly asigned o the S

Europe. Receiving campai
ot By Adennes, Rhineland and
Central Euror

. mountedon four whecled trlr,werea  Liverpoo th batalion wert to Camp Black _ One ofthe mmunhl:mums. on the way
Gireet result of this assignment, Later on these —Shaw Moore. X" Batter-
Engla e fommed o cover spciie aras. uch

Koo it v Chin The ity wev e, 3 ‘o ptrolling th Loire River with a Provsionsl

bu St O cous Bty of all sk mouncd quad 505, There

to Camp Stewart (now Fort Stewart). GA. et s wmnhulcd 1o much Such units and the racket they made
ata hole). Afierliving with _problem. Who can ever forget the ~floating an guns were called upon 10 open fire at

et
Tmmediately afterhis, “the powers that be.” .

Jdent to grant furlovghs 1o
943, the baral

cided it would be pr
e, By mid-Augs 194

lieved from maneuvers in November of
and reassgned o Fort Fisher. NC. At For Fisher

e veling down e sewer pie
up the toilet fcilities. nor the overflow ai the
ndortepipe e et would plug
up: piy the poor GI who would be using the
jast wuph of (seats ?) (o the British. the
or ablutons.

From Lock. we taveled 0. small 0w in
southern Er
orchetr Couny. From thi poin we cis-

Ihe same time. to give a show of force (o the
nemy on the other side of therver, This was
ort of the operation tht Licutenant

together 1o arrange the surt
1 troops. The langest number 10 surren-
der ina group up unti hat time.
Startng in October 1944, for

short time
talion provided Luxe

bourg ra

more ntensive training to prepare the unit for
the coming g
ctedinhe
amm.m- By o e
e how 10 prepae ou e
o e proiing. for xpected fanding

i sneth g

™ afer Chrisum
reassigned o the Maple Hill section of Cam
e s wesan OCS Traiaing Ceer
forani-aireraftoffces. The camp has been orn
down for many years and is now a housing de-
velopment

O Rty 944 e 570 v el
oftoCanp St NY e erafewdays.

e Dumiion Moaareh Bt

in 1043 we were

1994 the witercould distinetly sethe imilar-
iy o the i of s e beach and
samoundin e 10t of U Beach where
ey i e

e o g g i S0
el ks o epace e e i our

from another port)

waltes at the Elbe River as the battalion did

i their journey across Eurof
"The 45310 AAA (AW) Batalion was cred-
ted with 44 German aireraft kll. although
Ihere were many more probables that were not
confirmed.

“The battalion was relieved of s combat
command on 6 May 1945 and moved from
Caeto Kenigute Gemmary. On May 345

ke up i Moich vilh
e mvmg the greater number of points
o back 0 Frace obegin e i St

Britain andthe Caribbean. Instead of“cow beef”
hanging in the coolers. it Was “human beef”
ecping i hammocks. It was sure ettr slecp-

Authis
iato small combat units. consisting ]

poin”
battaions to wait their wm (0 rewn ke,
he i

‘un and off we went 10 war. The smal combt
and

tion from Normandy through to the Elbe River.
Thisrecod may o becomplete 1o e

i the 20mm gun turets. That was cold duty
e Liverpot,Erglnd: st

‘and ant-arcrat protecton. It is ot known all
the groups that were covered. Some landed at

inform: mw.wwmmM,\.a...n\mmy
associated with hose that were Killedinaction
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After -E Day the personeltha had been
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. museum and school exents. Submitted
b owner. James R. Swope. Reading. PA
eacher, Wison High School. US Hisiory 20h
Centars American Conficr

Other Stories

Sumited i Onen A Bller

e bad hings do work out for good bot
e could not see it in as he hoofed it loward
Cheser Enland e msng e b’ A cr
e d gave him 4 Bt oo

fown. A lively conersation fook place and ax
Siceoftery Dean iopped 10 ket him out.he told
Owen he would meet him there and ke him
back 1o camp. This was the beginning of 3
friendship. He and his buddy.

ited o the besutful estae 3nd given

George, werein-

e

tine! He twrned them loose. Mr.Jones et it be

you'll e
o catch them’” Mr. Evans old Mr Jones. “The
blood Yank had to come 10 show ye how 10

catch ye !
M. Jonesinvited him to come 10 bis house
the et evening and his wife would have tea
and crumpets waitng for him. Mr Evans. ot
me o s hotel nd

dinng e, S oo e b
whenhhe went 0 th hotel fo
here was 4 long line wi ahy tned
Uy b ek i Colonl st head
Thinking i vt ik e bl
impossibl. (o leave when Mr. Evans
0 i e i b
nend!

$§%

coud One dy i ey was g m 5
ide in his beautiful mahogany o

evpaion e il e

¢ retumed 0 the Sates.
The 453rd AAA (AW) Batialion was inacti

ted o 26 January 1946, The battalion was

tme came up to

by
Tor official business). Sir Jeoflrey drove past
Colonel Bamdollar’s headquarirs just 3 he
appeared OF counse. the

colonel!

private salued the

Colonel Barndollar fter asked how he always
managed to receive soch a good deal’

Christmas Eve 1944
I Cpl. Roben Boures, ExPne

We were on a forced march from Limbur,

the 2nd 104

Gemany

5
adauarters a Fort Myer, VA. It was in

of lixe-ammo maneusers in Trawsfynydd

o information was compiled from

= s reconded by sorme of the 453d

mermiers. Submited by Fred C. Pearson, Ros-
Courdinator, 453rd AAA (AW) B

83rd Division Jeep

Submitcd by Jomes R Swope

ata plate delivery date 30 January
2 Faiory. Tl OH. Il
sansversary of the Third Reich and
i o 234 By,

- 1935, jecp shipped o Liege. Bel

twas the only place i town where y0u could
geta ta

Later the two retumed empey handed. One
ofered Owenis e 0 ik Hecas
the b ot where he had noticed some
i v, Dingo! He hadtw ot on the

huge buildings

i oked ke big varehuses. 1 s very
old and of course there was no heat o clec

iy, W were bongy ke st wahing

many miles that day The building was com.

W empiy except for a e straw

ight

near the window and suffered a concussion, |

B
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