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s 4534 AAA Auto Wpns Ba
d - APO 2350, Ue Be Army

1 Jemuary 1945

SUBJECT; History of the 453d Antisireraft Artillery Automatic Wapoms
Battalion for the ysar of 1844,

TO 1 The Adjutant General, Washington, D. Co

1. The history of this Organization is as follows,

e Origi.nll Unito -
(1) Desigmstion; 4534 Coast Artillery Battalion Separate (A™)(AA
(2; Date of Organizatiom; 1 August 1842,
(3) Place of Organigatiom; Fort Bliss, Texase
(4) Authority for Organization, General Orders \Number 30, Eead-
querters Antisircraft Command, Riochmond, Virginia, dated lz July 1842,
(5) sources from wnich personnel were obtained,
. (s) Transfer from other umite,
1 Battery K, 509th ca (AA); 28.
Y Battery I, 509tz cA (AL); 62.
Authority,; 6Special Orders Kusber 158, Feadquerters
Antisirora”t Artillery Training Center, Fort Bliss, Texus, dated 25 Julv 1942
(b) Voluntury emlistmert; 12.
Authority; gpecial Orders Fumber 252, Hesdquarters
1624 Service Unit, Reception Center, Port Hayes, Ohlo, dated 6 October 184Z;
and Special Orders No. 281, Beadquarters Reception Ceater, Fort Thomas, Kentu
dsted 8 October 194Ze
(o) Druft, 568,
Autnority; B8pecial Orders Number 252, Heacjuarters
1524 Bervice Umit, Reception Center, Fort Hayes, Chio, dated € October 1942;
gpecial Crders Number 257, Headquarters Reception Cemter, Camp Perry, Okio,
dated 7 October 1942; Bpeoisl Orders Fumber 245, Headquarters Port Ben jamin
Harrison, Indiama, dated 6 October 1642; and Special Orders Number 281,
Hesaquarters Reoeption Center, Fort Thomas, Kentucky, dated 8 Ootober 1842,

b. Changes in Organization,
(1) Changes im designation of Unit,
(e) 453d Comst artillery Battalion Separute (AW)(Ar).
Authority; ULstter, Headquarters Army Ground Poroes, Army
W,r College, Washingtom, D. C., File 320.2 (AA)(E)-GNGCT, Bubjeot; Reorganis
tion of Antieiroraft Units from Bemi-Mobile to Xobile, dzted 25 September 194
(b) 463d Antiairoraft Artillery Automatic Wesrons Battalionm,
HObill.
Authority; Genersl Orders Number 63, Headquarters
Armored Foroe, Fort Kmox, Kentuoky, dated 27 May 1843,
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. (2) trensfer of Unit from ome or;a.niu‘ﬂ.dn‘ %o ‘mother sz & wmit,
‘ (a) 2nd Antiairoraft (aw) Group, Fort Bliss, Texas, 8 Beptember
1942. Autnority, Bpecial-Orders Fumber 211, Eeadquarters Antiairoraft
Artillery Training Center, Fort Bliss, Texas, deted 26 Beptember 194Z.
(b) 114th Coast Artillery Group (aA), Fort Blise, Texas,

January 1943
(¢) 1st Beadquarters and Headquarters Detachment, Special
Troops, Armored Force, Fort Knox, Kextucky, 17 February 1943, Authority,
gpecial Orders Number 40, Headquarters Antisirecraft Artillery Training Center,
Fort Bliss, Texas, dated 16 February 1943.
(¢) Beadguarters Aptisircraft Artillery Training Center, Cmrp
sewert, Georglsp 18 June 1943. :
(e) Mansuver Directar Beadquarters, Second United Btates Army,
Lebgnon, Tennessee, 30 August 1943, Authority; Special Orders ¥umber 236,
Resdquarters Antiaircra’t Artillery Training Center, Canp Stewnrt, Georgias,
deted 24 August 1943. :
(£) 26th Antiaircraft Artillery Group, Tennessee Maneuver
Ares, lebaaon, Tennsssese, 30 August 1943. Authority; Verbal Orders.
(g) 52md Antiaircraft Artillery Brigsde, T nnessee Maneuver
Area, Ilpbanon, Tennsssee, 1 Cctober 1943. Avtnority; VchaI Orderse
: (r) 118th Antisireraft Artillery Group, Tennessee Maneuver
Ares, lebanon, Tennessee, 8 October 1943. Authority Verbal Orderse.
(1) 26th Actiaircraft Artillery Group, Tennessee Maneuver
Ares, lebanon, Teanesseo, 15 October 1943. Authority; Verbal Orderse
(j) Maneuver Director Bendquarters, Second United Stetes
Ay, lebenorn, Tennsseee, 5 November 1543e
(x) Eesdjuarters tntisircratt Commend, Pichzcnd, Virginis.
Authority: Special Orders Number 193, Maneuver Director Hetdquarters, Second
United States Army, dated 29 Ootober 1943; and latter, Headquarters Second
United States Army, File AG 370.5-16 (GNLBF), gubject; Instructions Goverainmy
Domestic Troop Movements, dated 22, geptember 1543, ;
(1) soth Antisiraraft Artillery Group, Camp Davis, North
Carolina, 8 November 1943. Authority,; Gemeral Orders Number 61, Headquarter:
Antisirorsft Artillery Training Center, Carp Davis, North Carolina, dsted
8 Fovember 1943. :
(z) 124th Antisircraft Artillery Group, Camp Davis, North
Carolina, 8 Fovember 1943. Authority; General Orders Number 61, Headquarter
Aptisircraft Artillery Treining Center, Camp Davis, North Carolins, dated
8 November 1843. - .
(n) 45rd Antiaircraft Artillery Group, Csmp Davis, North
Carolina, 28 December 1943. Authority; General Orders Fumber 71, Beadquarte
Antiaircraft Artillery Training Center, Camp Devis, North Carolina, dated
24 Decexmber 1843,
- _ (o) €lst Antiaircraft Artillery Brigade, Camp Davis, ¥orth
Carclina, B8.Jsnuary 1944. Authority; General Orders Number 1, Headgquarters
Antisirera®t grtillery Training Center, Camp Davis, North Carclina, dated
& January 1544.
(p) Headquarters Antieircraft Artillery Traicing Center,
Camp Davis, North Carolins, 25 January 1944, Authority, General Orders Numt
Beadquarters Antiairoraft Artillery Training Center, Cemp Davis, North Caroli
dated 24 January 1944. : :

-2 =

cour:n'ﬁ&";x :




DECLABBIFI R_ EXECUTIVE ORDER 12326. IEC’TOQ‘ 3. 3._:2 ,ﬂ-é L

NARA , DATE

COIPID%IIIL"' X

(q) ¥ew York Port of Embarkatiom, Camp Bhanks, Wew York,

4 Pebruary 1944. Avthority; gpecial Orders Number 27, Heacquarters Anti.
airoraft Artillery Treaining Center, Csup Davis, Worth Carolina, dated
1 Pobruary 1944.

(r) 8hip Number 107, Wew York Port of Bmbarkstiom, New

York, New York, § February 1944, Authority; Bpecial Orders Number 38,
Army Servioe FPoroes, New York Port of Bubarkation, New York, Wew York,
dated B Februsry 1944.

(s) ship Number 107, New York Port of Embarkation, Wew

York, New York, 10 Fetruary 1944. Authority; §Speclal Orders Number 39,
Arzy Servioe Foroes, New York Port of Bubarlkation, New York, NWew York,
dated § February 1944.

: (t) 213th Antiaircraft Artillery Group, APO 164, U. S. Army,
24 Pebruary 1944. Authority, Letter, Beadquarters Western Base Bectionm,
services of Bupply, Buropean Theater of Operations, U. § Amy, File Roe.

AG 327, Subject; Latter Orders No. 3-708, datea 25 Maroh 1944.

(u) First United States Army, APO 230, U. 5+ Army, 3 April
1844. Authority; Letter, European Theater of Operations, U. §. Army,
File No. AG 322 Op3c, Subjeot; Troop Assignment (No. 44), dsted 3 April 194«
(v) Readquarters VII Corps, APO 307, U. S. Army, 3 April 184«
(w) 108th Antiaircraft Artillery Group, APO 307, U. §. Amy,

' -

3 April 1944.

(x) 83d Infantry Division, A0 83, U, §, Army, 7 July 1944 t«
31 Decexber 1944. Auth; letter, Eeadcuarters VII Corps, File Ko. 370.5,
Subjeot; Troop Assignment Noe 1, dated 7 July 1844.

(y) Readqmrtera VIII Corpa. APO 508. Ues Be w. 16 J\lly
1944. Authority,; Troop Assignment Noe 61, First United Staves Army, dated

(x) fThird United States Army, APO 403, U. 8, Army, 1 August
1944+ Authority, Letter, Pirst United Staves Army, File 322 (o), Bubject,
Troop Assignment No. 91, dated 1 August 1544.

(aa) Headquarters XV Corps, U. 8. Army, 1 August 1944,
Autnority; Troop Assignment No. A-13, Third Umived States Army, dated
1 August 1944, :

(bb) " Headquarters VIiI Corps, APO 308, Us. § Army, 4 August
1944, Avuthority; Trocp Assignment Eoe A-14, Third Uuived:gtates Army,
dated 4 August 1944,

{ec) Rinth United States Army, APO 339, U. §. Army, 5 Sep-
tember, 1944. Authority; Letter, Headquarters Twelfth Army Group, APO
655, Us 8, Army, File Loe 322 (AG-O), Eubject; Troop Assignment -Bo. 47,
d;ted b aeptember 1844,

{(dd) Third United States Army, AFO 403, U. 8. Amy, 21
September 1944. Authority; Letter, Headquarters Twelfth Amy Group,

File Noe 322 (AG-0), Bubject; Troop Assigoment No. 66, dated 21 geptember l

(ee) EBeadquarters XX Corps, APO 340, Us Se Amy, 21 September
1844. Authority,; 1etter, Third United States Army, File No. A0 322-GN:CC,
Subjeot; Troop Assignments No. A-45, dated 21 September 1544.

(££) Ninth Unived States Army, APC 339, U. §, Army, 11 Qglobes
1944. Authority; 1etter, Headquarters Twelfth Amy Group, File Jo. 322 (AG-
Subjeoct; Troop Assignment Noe 77, dated 10 October 1544, and Letter, yinthi
United Btates Army, 7ile AG $70.5 GNMDC, Subjeot; Troop Assignment No. 48, '
dnted 24 October 1644,
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(gz) Eeadquarters VIII Corps, APO 308, U. 5, Army,
7 Deoember 1944. Authority; Jletter, Headquarters VIII Corps, File Noe
AC 322 (G-8), Subject; Troop Assignment Order Noe 53, dated 1z Yeoember 194

(hh) Pirst United States Army, APO 230, U. §, Army,
8 Deoesmber 1044.

({1) Ninth United States Army, APO 339, U. 8_Army, 22
peocember 1944. Authority, Istter, Headquariers Twelfth Army Group,
File No. 522 (AG-0), Subjeot; Troop Assignment No. 135, deted 24 December 1

(jj) Beadquarters XIX Corps, APO 270, U. 8. Amy, 22 Decembe
1944,

(kk) Pirst United States Army, APO 230, U. S, Army,
26 Deoember 1944, Authority, Troop Assignmnt B, . 154, First United States
Army, dated 350 December 1944.

(11) Besdquarters VII Corps, AP 307, U. S, Amy, 26
December 1944, Authority, Troop Assigmment No. 154, First United States
Army, dated 30 December 1944; and Troop 4ssigmment Lo. 65 (Administrative),
Heeaquarters VII Corps, dated 31 Decexber 1844,

(2) Changes dus to changes in Tables of Organizetion;

(2) Tedle of Orgacization Noe 4-185, dated 1 April 1842,

. from Semi-Mobile to Mobiles Autnority, letter, Headquarters Army Ground
Foross, Army War College, Washington, D. Ce, File Noe 5202 (AA)(R)-GNGCT
(9-16-42), Subject; Reorganization of Antiaircraft Units from Sezwi-}obile
to Mobile, dated 29 geptember 194Z.

(b) Teble of Orgenization Noe 44-25. Authority, General
Orders Noe 52, Feadquarters Arzored Force, Fort Knox, Kentucky, dated
27 Mey 1543, :
(¢) Tables of Organization and Boulpment Hos. 44=-25, 44-26,
and 44-27, dated 30 Beptember 1943.
(d) Change Noe 1 to Table of Organization Noe 44-20, dated
25 November 1543, -
: (o) Change No. 1 to Table of Crganization Ko, 44-26, dated

29 Ootober 1943,

(f) Change Ec. 1 to Table of Organization Ro. 44-27, dated

30 October 1943.

(g) Change Ko. 2 to Teble of Organization No. 44-25, dated

26 Novenbar 1943.

(h) Table of Organization and Equipment Noe 44-25, dated

22 April 1944, - Authority;, Letter, Pirst United States Army, Fyle No. 320

(¢), Subject, Reorganitation, dated 4 Noverber 1944. .

; (1) change No. 1 to Table of Organizati on Ros 44-25, dated

31 May 1544,

: (j) Change Foe 2 to Table cf Organigation Wo. 44-25, date

¢e Btrength, oommissioned and enligsted.
(1 (0o 1 January 1944. 817
(2) Net Inorease each month,
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(u; Januarys ok 0.
(b) Pedruary; Oe
(o; Xarch; Qe
(d) april, O,
(.; Meay; Oe
(f) June; 0.
26) Julyy Oe
h) August, i 0.
(1) Beptember, «+ 106
(J) October, O
(k) November; Ce
(1) Decembery 0.
(3) Net Deorease each month ’
(a) Jesnuary; B4. .
(b) Pebruary, 27,
(Og Yarchg Q.
(d) Aprily 4.
(o) My Oe
(f) June; 5.
(g) Julyy 16.
(h) Augusty 4.
. (i) september, C.
(J) oOctober; v 2.
(k) November; Se
(1) December; 0.
(4) Om 31 Deoember 1944, 792 .

d. Stations (Permsnent or temporary) of units or parts thereof.

(1) rort Bliss, Texas, 1 August 1944. Authority; General
Orders Number $0, Heedquarters Antiaircraft Commnd, Riohmond, Virginie,
dated 12 July 1942. s

(2) Fort Knox, Kentucky, 17 February 1943+ Authority; B8pecis
Orders Number 40, Headquarters Fort Bliss, Texss, dated 16 February 1943,
(3) Camp Stewart, Georgis, 18 June 1943.
(4§ Tennessee Mansuver Ares, Lebanon, Tennessee, 30 August 19
Authority; gpecial Orders Number 236, Headquarters Antisiroraft Artillen
Training Center, Camp Stewart, Georgia, dated 24 August 1943.

(5)  Camp Davis, Horth Carolina, 8 November 1945. Authority,
Special Orders No. 1932, Maneuver Direotor Headquarters, Seoond tnited St
Army, dated 29 Ootober 1943; and Letter, Headjuarters Second United State
Army, File No. AG 37005-16 GNLBF, Sub jecty; Instruotions Governing Domest
Troop Movements, dated 22 September 1943,

(6) New York Port of Embarlkmtion, Camp Shanks, New York, b
February 1944. Authority; gpeoisal Orders Number 27, Heaaquarters Anti-
airoraft Artillery Training Center, camp Davis, North Carolina, dated 1

Fobruary l1%44.
(7) ship Kumber 107, Few York Port of Embarkation, New York,

New York, 11 February 1944, Authority, Special Orders Hos. $8 and 39,
Amy Service Foroes, New York Port of Embarkation, New York, New York,
dated B and 9 February 1944
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(8) Blackghaws .or Cemp ¥o, 2, Isek, stctfoﬁggiro, England,
24 F,bruary 1944, Authority; Letter, Headquarters Western Base Bection,
aervfoo- of Supply, European Theater of O erations, U. §. Army, FTile Y¥o,
AG 322, gubject; Letter Orders Number 3-708, dated 25 Warch 1944,
(P) Maiden Newton, Dorset, England, 50 March 1944.
(10; Woolacombe, England, 17 April 1944, Authority; N veme,
Order Number 28, Headquarters VII Corps, dat,d 15 April 1944, 2

(11) 8te Agnes Antiairoraft Badge, S, Agnes, England,

25 April 1844, Authority, Movement Order Humber 37, Eeadquarters VII Corp:
dated 22 April 1944,

. MNarcheg,
(1) Purpose; Exeroise and Physical hardening ang caditiont
all personuel,
(2; Langth of daily march; ¥srches mot conducted dailye.
(3) Foints between wnich marched with dates,
(2 ) Blackshawmoor Camp No. 2 to Leek, Staffordshire,
Eogland, ana return; 10 miles; 28 February 1944; for church formation,
(b) Blackshawmoor Caxp No. 2 to vicinity of Buxtorn,
E gland, sud return; 20 miles; 29 February 1844; hardening exerciges.
= (¢) Blackshawmoor Camp Ko. 2 to Rudyard to Leek,
« Btaffordshire, Engll.n.d,' and return; 15 miles; 8 Merch 1944; bardening
exercisess
(d) Blacksnawmoor Camp Fo.. 2 to Leek, Staffordshire,
Englend, and return; 10 miles; € March 1944; bardening exercigesg.
(e) Blackshawmocr Camp No. 2 to vicinity of Buxtom,
Brglend, sxd return; 15 miles; 1C Karch 1544; hardening exercisesg.

Lo Campaigng,
(1) Kape of, Bormandy Campaign (Fo. 1)
(o) Duretion; 6 Jume 1944 to 24 July 1844
(b§ Purpose; Liberstion of Normandy and destruction
of Gormen armies in northwestern France.

~ (e) Authority ordering; War Departmsnt General Orders
Number 80, dated 5 October 1944,
(2) deme ofy Campaign of Northern France (No. 1)
() Duration; 25 July 1844 to 14 Beptember 1044,
(b) Mopping up of all Gemman resistance in France.
" " () Authority. ordering; war Department General Orders
Bumber 80, dated 5 Qctober 1944, T
(3) FRems ofy Germany C mpaign (No. 1)
() Durstion, 15 geptcn:ber 1844 to an unannounced final
date,
(b) Purpose; Breeching of the German border defenses
and destruction of German armies in Germany.
(c¢) Authority ordering; War Department Genmeral Orders
No. 80, dated 6 Qctober 1944,

g+ Battleg,
(1) Name; Battle of Cherbourg.
(=) Plaoce, Cherbourg Penningula.
(b) Date, 18 June to 1 July 1944,
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(q) Campaign of which battle was & part; Normandy
Campaign (§o. 1).
(dg Poroes onéagod. VII Corps snd attached units,
(e) Result; Capture of Cherbourg, France, and
destruction of the German army assigned for its defense.
(2) Battle of periers.
(a) Place;, Periers, Prance.
(b) Date; 2 July 1944 to 24 July 1944,
(o) Campaign of which battle was a pert; Normandy
Carpaign (Noe 1).
(d) Poroes engaged;, VII Corps and attached units,
(e) Result; Breeching of the German defenge lines
in the Feriers sector and destruction of the German defencs gystem in
Western Normsndy. =
(3) ¥ame; Battle of Ste. Malo.
(a) Plaoce; Bt. ¥ 10, Brittany, France.
(b) Date; 6 Augugt 1944 to 20 August 15944,
(o) Cazpaign of which battle was a part;’ Campaign
of Northern France (¥o. 1).
(d) Poroes engaged, 83a Infeptry Divigior and
« attached units,
(¢) Result; Ceapture of gt. Malo and Dinard, Prance,
and capture of tie German garrison and defense ingtallations.
(4) Kume; Battle of Durene
() Place; wicinity of Duren, Germany.
(b) Dste; 4 December 1944 to 26 Decexber 15:4.
(¢) Campaign of wnich battle was a part; . Campaign
of Germany (No. 1)
(d) Forges engaged, VII Corps with attached units,
(e) Res-1t; Front line established along the Roer
River in the immediate vicinity of Duren, Germany.
" (5) Name; Counter-offensive sgainst German attempts
to breech Allied defense lines in Northern Luxembourg and Eastern Belgium.
. (=) Place; Belgium. :
(b) Date; 26 December 1944 to 51 December 1944,
(c) Campaign of which battle was a part; Campaign
of Northern Germany (No. 1).
: (d) Porces engaged; VII Corps with attached unitse
(e) Result; Indefinite. 3

h. Commending Offioers in important engagements.
(1) Bngagement,; all engagements ligted in "gP above.
(2) ¥Neme; Lieutenant Colonel George w. Trousdale,
0189048, CACe

is Losses in action; officers and men.

(1) Engagement; Battle of Cherbourg.
(o) Nemes,
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1 xilled, 5 U vl oS i
~  Pfo Vermom K. Gluesing, 37439 45, cac.
2 mu.ndod. H

Pvt Harold B. Clifton, 32755145, cic.
8 Nissing; Nonee :
¥ Taken Prisoner; Nome.
(2) Bngagement,; Battle of Periers.
(a) Nanes; ‘
1 xilled; :
~  Pfc Gareth L. Shaw, 89200861, CAC.
Pvt Bruce K. Ross, 33732593, CAC.
Teo © Robert E. Jackson, CAC.
Pvt. Russell Je Oatrem, 89200129, CACe
2 Wcunded,
T Pfc Raymond H. Arps, 35341300, CaCe
Tec & louis W. Belluchie, 573564252, CACe
Teo 6 Wallace P. Kerchner, 35396561, cac.
Teo § Harry E. Wigton, 35420444, cac.
Pfc Woodford B. Wiley, 35499744, CACe
Pfc steve Natwiju, Jr., 35340966, CAC.
Pvt Bverett C. Rccke, 39394100, CAC.
S ¥issingy None.
T Taken Prisoner; Nome.
(3) Enzeagement; Battle of St., kalo,
(8) Name,
1 Killed,
T Pfc Jack E. Zerger, ITEAE701, Cceo.
2 wWounded; Xonee
¥ ¥issing; Nones
T Taken Prisoner; None.
(4) Bngagement; Eolding action in Luxembourg.
: (n) Nemeg;
1l xill‘d'
T Cpl Vastene Rhew, 35494765, CAC.
Pvt Henry Ce. Manini, 35398351, cac.
Wounded, :
Pvt Elwer E. Churchill, 55716382, CAC.
Missing; None.
¥ Teken Prisoner; Fonee
*(5) BEugagement; Battle of Durer, Germany.
(s) Names,
1 Killed,
~  Cpl Joseph C. McGovern, 55341081, CAC.
Pfc 1eonard C. Bayles, 39325968, CAC.
m“d’d.
P{c Henry Je Datrowski, 16146161, CAC.
Pvt Jack A. Benderson, 17160345, CAC.
Pvt Merrill W. Stahl, 85392700, CaAC.
S Missings None,
Taken Prisoner; ngne.
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Je Present and former members who have distinguished themselves

(1) Engagement,
(a) Battle of Cherbourg,
1 Nemey; Bergeant Vernom A. Fowler, 35372982, ¢aCe.
Z Aoty On 18 June 1844, mear Azeville, Franoce,
Sergeant Fowler commanded and directed fire of an sutomatioc weapons section
with great courage and coolnegs on enemy positions, im olear obgervation of
the enemy lines, and under heavy enemy artillery and gmall ams fire.
Bergeant Fowler continued to direct his seotion in an outstanding manner
until he was fatally wounded at his place of duty om 18 July 1944,
3 Reward; Bronte Star Medal (Posthumously)
(b) TBattle of perierss
1 Neme; Private First Class Boris G. Adjleff,15106¢
Z Aoty On 7 July 1944, at Culot, France, Private W
Class Adjieff orgenized a gun crew to man an anti-tank gun abandoned by the
infentry uncder enemy pressure, and moved the wespon by hand to a locetion w!
e good field of fire, from which point he directed fire on an enemy strongh«
During the operation, Private First Class Adjieff was constantly under enem)
oLbgervation and heavy and ocontinous enemy artillery and small arms fire;
nevertheless, Private First Class Adjieff continued to register hits on the

‘eneny positions, and denied tne enemy opportunity to advance imnediately as
infaptry withdrew,

in aotion;

S Reward; Recommendation for the British Military )
(o) TBattle of perierse
1 Neme; First Lieutenant Henry C. Heddem, 01047565,
: Z Aot; While emgaged in action with the enemy in ti
vicinity of Culot, France, om 7 July 1944, Firat Lieutenant Hedden advanced
into the village of Culot in the lead vehiocle of two NM16 Half=tracks in ol¢
support of infantry unitss As the infantry began to give ground, the two
vehicles were teken under sgmall arms and artillery fire, both were hit, and
membersg of the orews became oasualties. Observing that the rear vehicle was
immobilized and had the egreass ¢f the lead vehiole blocked, First Lieutenant
Hedden ran to the rear, secured another vehicle, and, disregarding his own
safety, returned and brought out the woundeds His heroio action was carried
out under heavy and oontinous enemy fire.
" 8 PReward; Bronre Star Medal; reccammendation for the
Croix de Guerree =
(d) Battle of Perierse
1 Name; Sergeant Johu Sems, 35341077, CACe
6 Z Act; On 7 July 1944 at Culot, France, Sergeant /c
Sems looated and directed fire on an enemy sniper nest. The terrain was fla
with the fields broken by hedgerows and apple orchards. Ths enemy was locat
in the hedgerows and in the nearby buildings, in the village of Culot. Desp
the faot that he was exposed to heavy enemy arti llery fire and umder direot
eneny observation, Sergeant Sams led a half-track to a favorable posgition fr
which he directed fire against the enemy time after time. later, during tne
same dgy, Sergeant §ms, with complete disregard for his own safety, and und
heavy and oomtinous enemy fire, went to the aid of same injured men and assi
in their evacuation to safetye.

3 Reward; Bronte Star Medal; recommendation for the
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(¢) Battle of Duren, Germany.

l Fame; Priveate Cmster Davie, 39396397, up.

7 &ct; On 17 December 1944, a soldier of the
908tn Field Artillsry Ba¥talion was seriously injured in the vicinity of
Gressenich, Germany, by an exploding mine which destroyed one foot, a
portion of tne other foot, and camsed additional damage to the legs, faoce,
and ome hande The ares in which the incident occurred was plainly marked
as "cined® anc e number of troops who witnessed ths incident hegitated to
render aid to the injured man. Private Chester Davies, however, with cool
unconcern for his own personal safety and with the knowledge tnat primary
resioneibility for evacuation rested on the medical persomuel of tne $08th
Field Artillery Eattalion, went out to the injured men slmost imrediately,
and after oalcly rendering first aid to the indiviaual, he directed the
entry end departure of the men with a littdr. Because of the calmness acd
Judgexert of Private Davies, there was no further injuries from mines in t
ares and the injured person was pramptly evacuated for medical treatment.

k. Photlographs of persomnel, important gcenes or events; None.

T2l 2 d \)7/3?"”1
EORGY W. TROUSDALE

Lt. Col., CAC
Cotmanding
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