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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 331s5T IKFANTHY,
(EORL INFANTHY DIVICION) AT GEY, GEHMANY,
W LeCEMBER=-10 DECEMBER 1944
ABELN BLaRD CAMPALGH )
|Personsl Experience of & Heglmenial S5-3)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the cperations of the 5315t Infantry,
B83rd Infantry Divieion in the battle of Gey, Germany 10 Dacembar.
15 Degember LB44.

The 4llied srmies, alfter meklng rapld edvances during
August and oeptember, bhug besn Igrced to bhelt by lack of
supplies. By £1 October sulficient supplies huad bean moved
forward to permlt the planning of further attecks., With the
fall of Aschen, Germeny on thls date, preperatlons were besgun
for the Allled winter offeansive. (1) (2)

The general plan called for an advance to the Rhlne
Aiver toward the Huhr and caar industrial areas. (3) (4)

The main objectlives ol the oftemsive wWare:

1. To maintain the meximum pressurs agalnst the
eneny foress delending the Ruhr end the caar
areas in an effort to Torce the employment of
the Germen general reserve east of the Ehine. (&)
2, To destroy the gensral resesrve. [B)
%. To clear westorn Germeny of the enemy to the
banka of the Bhine. (7]

IT suecesaful Lo attaloing thess objectives the allies
woule then be im position ©o lsunch u rinal ofrensive ilnto
the hearts of Germeny for the destructicn ol the remainplog
anemy foroes. (8]

At this time the front lines of the Flrst and Nloth Armies

{L)A-5,p.66: (8)A-1,p.67; (S)a-2,7.65,8663 (4)}A-3,p.72;
(5,6,7,8)A=-E,n.064.
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wWere geperally slong the Luxembourg, Eelgian, Dutéh and Germean
borders. Thera ware minor penetrations into Germany west of
Prum and at Meonsechau. The deepest penctration into Germany
proper, which had breached the Siegfried Line, had been made
by the Firet Army in the vicinity of fachen. This penetration
inocluded Schevenhutte, approximately ten (L0) miles from the
Eelgian-Gernman border. (See Map 4

0n £l Oectober Twelfth Army Group f=ssued an order for an
abttack in which First Army was to selzZe the esst benk of the
Ehlne miver in the vieinity of Cologne &and Bonn, and attempt
to seize a bridgehead over the FEhine. In the event the bridge-
hesd wes not seized First Army was to elear the enemy from
an ares bounded by Colegne, on the north, and the Moselle
River cn the south. (%)

The NHinth Army was to ettack in its zone and protect
the left flank of the First Army. (10)

The Third srmy wes to continue its attack In the Metz
area, [(11)

Impedistely upon recelpt of the Twelfth Army Group order,
First Army izszued a lettar of instructions in which it directed
that VII Coxps would stteck in the direction Duren-Cologne to
the Rhine. ¥V Corps, upon the breaching ot the muin dersnses by
VII Corps and upon Arymy Order, was to a&tteck toward Bonn. The
VIII Corps was to conduct & vigorous defense and be preparad
to attock on order. (1E)

The Sth of lovember or later was tantatively set as the.
date for the attack, depending upon the avellability of
ammunitlon and weather suitable for air operaticns., To support
the ettack, Operation "Q", the largest, eloase-support, air

attack ever used, was planned. Operstion "g" was supposed to
[9,1G|lljlﬂji—l ,P.E?
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provide the necaesseTy blow tO permit B npreaktorough™ of the
german defenses. (13) (14}

The léth of November Was later dealgnated as the day
on which the attack would pe lsunched regardless ol the waather,
the mttack heving b=an delayed prevliously by pAverze weather
conditions. The lcth dawned eloudy, but cleared gufficiently
by LLIUU hours %0 permit the &lr attack to begin. The VII Corps
jumped off ot Liab, and lnlvlally, met comparetively Light
resistence; but by mid-af'ternoon the enemy was regovering irom
the slr end srtillery assault and the attack wes pushed ageinat
ipnoreasing reslstance, The mdvance wes resumed sgeinst a
determined enemy Tighting from rortiried buildings in the
towns ond cities ol the comgparatively cpen tarrain north ot
Aschen und Durem. —outh ol Luren the e=nemy wes derendlng from
well-dug-ln Log empleacements {n the heavily woodsd and rugsad
terrein of the purtgen FOrestk. The positlons faclng the First
Army were protected by extensive snul-tank end enti-persconel

min= fields end supported by heavy artillery &nd morter fire.

i1s) (1s] (17)

The eremy, using civillan labor, had prepered atrongly
fortified positicns in resr of the Siegfried line which were
still bloecking the allied mdveance. (18] (13)

The fallure of Operstion "g" LO geliver the necesasry
biow to permit & breagthrough ol toa German defesnses &nd &
repid advance to the Eniane e¢an be lsld to tWo reasona;

L. Failure of the plenes to bomb close enough to
pur front line trcops to weaken the defenses
anough to permit & breakthrough.

£, Feilure of the ground units to push rapldly

(13 ja-L,p.67; (14)Aa=3,pTS; (15,16)4-1,p.74; (17 )A=L,p-T763
(18 )4=1,p.B4; (19)A-5,p.E0.



snssd end take advantsage of the psychological
elffect of the oombing. (20,

Theze feilurce cen both be attiributed to exceasive
gafety allowences useq a3 &£ rTesult of the bombing experience
at Saint Lo. (21)

While the applicatlon of Operetlon "qT, as planned, was
bighly successful its rallure to achieve a oreakthrough of
the Germen defenses resulted 1o a slow, hard, and costly right
o resch the Roer River.

By the end ol Xovember the enemy situstion aed definitely
luproved in the First irmy Zooe. Iolaniry di?ialuna{iretnrmed
after belng disorganized and disrupted oy the rapid advance
through Francﬁ) fortressa bettalions, and Volks Grensdier
Divisions had been used in the defense or this erea. These
inferior unite had been highly successful in derending
stroogly fortified positlons against heavy atteck. [22)

The front line unlts whiech had suffered mos=t Trom the
determined sllied olffensive received replacements of parsonnel
from other branches and of men relessed from inmdustry. (23}

Intelligence reports, during the latter pert of November,
indicated that several Panzer Divisions were moving from east
of the Hhine to Aschen-Colagne sector; end by 30 Hovember the
Irent 1ine units of the Seventh German Army, which wes opposing
the First Army, comsisted of ten (10 Infantry Divisions snd
coe (1) Farachute Division, while the reserve consisted ol

four (4} Sz Panzer Divisions snd three (3) PFanzer Divisicos. [Z4)

THE GUNERAL SITUATION

Prior to the end ol Kovember it was evident thet rresh
(20,21 )4=-4,p.15; (22,23 24)5-1,p.84.
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divisions would huve to be attached to VII Corps to give
Turther impetuz to the attsck.

On ZE MNovember a First Army Letter of Instructions
which wes effective at 1200 29 November, provided, in part,
fox: :

L. attachment of Sth armored Division (less GCH{'
from V Corps to VII Corps.
£, BOrd Livision to relieve the 4th Division end
the 4th Division to take over the 83rd Division
sgetor Ilr Luxembourg. (25)

The chenge in dispositicns wes sccomplished as follows:
On 1 December the 53lst Infantry relieved the 3I30th Infantry,
whieh moved te VII Corps Zone on 2 Deoember, relieved the Z2nd
Infantry by 1900 2 December, and wes attached to the <th
Diviasion.

Ihe &Glsv Infantry was relieved by the zZnd Iofantry on
o December, moved to VII Corps Zone on & December and gompleted
the relief of the l2th Infentry by Le0Q on 7 December.

Reaponslblilty for the respective zones passed at la00
cn 7 December; the Bth Infantry belng attached to the 83rd
Division and the 328th Infantry to the 4th Division.

The ZE9+th Imfantry was relleved by the l2th Infantry
on 9 December; moved north on L0 December &nd relieved the
Sth Infantry on L1l December. (26

Un & Lecember VII Corps lssued an order directing that
an attack be made on 10 Lecember to selze the west benk of
the FRoer River 1o its zone and preparetions made to cross the

Hoer and continue on Army order. [Bee Map B} (27)
| EE )A-1,p.85; (28,27)A-1,p.BA.
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The 104th Division was to selze bhigh ground in the
vicinity of Pier and Merken. (See Map B) (28)

The ©th Division, assisted by a combat command aof the
ord Armored DMvision was to relieve the 1st Division and
s2ize the nlgh ground in The Bres Echtz-Hoven-Mariaweiler.
[Sea Map E) (29)

The Oth irmored Diwvision aiter capture of Gey by the
B85rd Division, was to atteck on the right or the S&5rd and
sefize the west bunk of the Hoer Irom southk of Lendersdort
to Bilsteln. (See Map B) (30}

The B85rd Diwision, wisth 774th Tenk Battalion, &29th
T.D. Battalion, and the Ed4th Cavalry Sguadron attoched, wag
o selze Gey and Straas lnictlelly and continue to 1ts objective
along the railroad whnioch ram through Folsdorf and Lendersdorr,

(See Map B)] (31) (52)

TES DIVISTON PLAN OF ATTACK

The 5&rd Division plenned to attack with two (2)
regiments abreast Initlally., (Sees Mop C)

The Z230%th Infantry was to atisck on 10 Decexgber to zelze
Strass and then revert to division reserve atter being passed
through by the Sth Armored Pivision. (See Map ¢) (33)

The 551lst InfeEOtTY WS t0 aTtack on 10 December To seize
Gey, Lendersdort, and the west benk of the Heer in its zone.

[See ¥ap C) (34}

The S2%th Infentry, upcn relief of the 8ih Infentry, was %o
atteck on 1E8 Deceémber and seize the weat bank of the Roer in
1t=s zone. (See Map &) ([85)

Upon Seizure of Gey the Sth Armored Ddiwision, from assembly

eres in vieinity of Grosshau, wes to nave priorisy of use of the
(2B,89,30,01}A-1 ,p.E86; (32,55,534,35 Personal knowledge.
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road leading from Grosshaun to Gey to permit it to attack +to
the sputheaszt. (S=2e Wap C) (56)

The Z4th Cavalry Sguadron, with B83rd Heconnafissance
Trocp attached, was to cccupy and detfend a portion of the
front betwesn the J2%th and S91st and would be ploched out

by the attack of these two regliments. (See Map C) (37} (38])

THE BEEGIMENTAL SITUATION

The 3531lst Infantry departed from its sector in Luxexbourg
on- & December for 1ts move %o the 1l3th Infantry sectoer about
four (4) miles southwest of Duren 1n the Hurtgen Forest.
Arriving about 1600, 1t had elosed in an assembly area aAbous
half-way betwaan sSehavenhutta and Gay, GCermeny by 1900 houre,
{(See Map G} (58] (<0)

During the night the Tinal details Tor the relief of the
12th Infantry were comploted. As the three battallons were of
approximately the same strength and efficlency 1t waa decided
thet the relief wonld he made on & corresponding uolt-Tor-unit
basis; namely: lst Battalion reliewe last Battalion, 2nd Battalion
ralieve 2nd Dattelion, etc. It was to be made during daylight
hours az it was fTelt that the concealEent provlded by the
thiek wooas was sufricient Tor the necessaryy sSecracy. 4 reliesf
at night would have been extremely difficult and dengerous
because of the lack of wizsiblllty, and numerous mine fields.
(41) (42)

The relief was lnitisted at 0200 on 7 December and was
mede by relieving one aguad per compeny &% & time, in order
to reduca the probability of cesusltlies from harrassing
artillery fire which was constantly falling in the area.
(26,56, 40,42 | Fersonal knowledge; (87}4a-5,0.60; 159 )4-6,6D0ecsd;

(4l |Personal statement of Li.Col. Hobert H.¥oIk, then Hegimental
Commandey of 35lst Infantry.
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Fesponsibllity for the ares pmssed at 1600, with no 1lndicaticn
that the enemy had any knowledge that a new unit had been
placed in the line., Shortly alter the relisf was completed,
however, propaganda pamphlets were fired on the poaltions by
eneny artillery. They read as follows: "You have baen given

8 damnable Chrlstmas present by belng transrered to the Tamous
aschen sector, where ITighting is heavier than Enywhere else,
The rorest is cold, slippery, and dangerous. Death awaits
behind every trea. Fighting in woods 1s hellish.™ If the

eneny knew & rellief was being condueted he hed missea a
wonderful opportunity to ceuse heavy cesualties to both

ani ts. (43) (4a4])

The major units of the regiment were disposed as follows:

The =zZnd Battalion, on the right, had its right
Tlans about 100 yards north of the Grosshau-Gey road snd near
tha eastern edge of the woods. Its front lines extended
genarelly along the eastern edge of the woods for a distance
of approximately 800 wards, (588 Map D)

The 1lst Battalion was on the left. Its tront lirves
gurved back aseper in the woods and extended about 1300 yarda
where 1t joined the ssctor of the E4£th Cavalry Squadron. (See
Mep L)

The <rd Battelion wes assemblec in regimental
resarve approximately 1300 yards t¢ the rear in the center
of the regimental aseetor.

The Regimentel C.2. wasz initislly eatablished in the old
12¢h Infantry C.P. about 3000 yvards south of Schevenhutte. On
o December it wes moved to a position half-way between
schevenhutte and Gey on the Schevepkutte-Gey Toad. The
hegimental Tralns were set up in Schevechutte. (See Map G) (43)(46)
|45 |Personel statement of Lt.Col. Hobert H.York, then Hegimental
Commander of the 353lst Infantry; (44,48 Personal knowledge;
(45 )a-6,TDec44,
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drienteticn by personnel of the l&th Infantry revealed
that the fightiog in the area had been extremely difficult.
The ground was rugged and the woods were dense except along
fire breaks and In a few lsolated spots. Treea end branches
et down by artillery rire had fallen to th;grnunc and
become matted, meking movement extremely difficult 1o some
grens mnd lmpossible in others. The epemy had exhiblted
Tfanstical reslstance in del'endipg Irom well concesled, log
emplacements. This determined derense coupled with extensive
use of mines end cesualiics caused by tree bursts Irom hesavy,
artillery fire hed made every yard gelned very costly. (47)

For at least & month prior to the srrivel of the ragiment
in this aresa, cold weather with rain and snow had prevailed.
The ground was soaked to such an extent that all but the
lighteat wvehicles were road bound. This wes pertliculerly
true.nr tanks in the densely wooded:-srea where movement ofl
the roauds was impossible. There werse only two roads ino the
aerea capable of handling the heavier regimental vehicles and
tenks. One, the main supply route for the regiment, ran for
approximetely 1.5 miles out of Schevenhutte on the Schevenhutte-
Duren road and then branched off onto a trall leading into Gey.
The other rozd Tan morth from Grosshsu and intersected the
mein supply route &bout 1.25 miles west oif Gey. Both of these
roads had originally been capable of hendling jeeps onmly, out
had been improved by engincers of the 4th lviasion. Throughout
the coning cperation these rocds reamalned muddy and slippery
deapite strenucus effort on the part of our own engineers,
Their poor condition restricted the movement of tonks to the

extent that the cepture of Gey was delayed at Least two days.

(See Hap €] (48] (49

{47, 48 jPersonal stutement of Lt.Col.hebert H.¥aork,than

Hegimental Commander of the 331lst InTantry:; (49 )Personal
Enowledgs.



The cold wet weather was t0 introcuce further difriculties
in the form of "Trench Foot™ and ITozen reet. To combat thie
ong pair of clean sooks were sent forward deily with the rations.
Orders were issued for offlcers to inspeect the men's fest
daily end to have the men massage thelr fect and change socks
geily. iny men with symptoms of "Trench Foot™ or Trozen feet
were sent to the Battelion surgeon who determined whether or
not they would be evacuated., Pyramidal tents, eguipped with
stoves and cots, were set up in each battelion area and the
men with mincr cases placed in them for ftremtment. The early
treatment, rest, and three hot meals A day which the men
received under this plan returned them to their units within
iwo or three deys. [(S50)

The terrain in the reglixentel zone was Tor the most
part rolling. The thres key terrain features in the area were
as Ifollows:

1. The hill west of Gey in the edga of the Toresot had
g Ffelrly steep, even slope cown bo within the edge of town
where the alope became more gentle and continued on to Gey
Creek. This hill provided excellent cobaervetion of the %terrain
to the east.

2. The town of Gey coptrolled all of the roads in the
area, inecluding the road to Duren, whieh was the only cne
capable of suprorting any volume of trafflce.

2., A ridge, running northwest anga southeast about 2200
¥aras northeast of Gey, domipated the ground from the river to
Gey and gave the enemy excellent obssrvation of the entire
arena including the eastern edge of the woods. (E1)

The Z22nd Infantry had reported that Gey was strongly

(50,51 |Personal Knowledge.
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Tfortified. With the knowledge that the attack would be resumed
in & few days, uctive patrolling was started immediately to
votaln all aveilable informaticon regarding enemy positicma.

as any movement in the forward edge of the woods brought
immediate response from the enemy in the torm of artillery

and mertar fire, daylight patrela in this area were cut of

the guaestion. Conaeguently, night patrols were zent out to
definitely locate enemy positions in the vicinity of Gey.
These patrols reported strong eneay outposts about 300 yards
frox the edpge of the woods extending in & semi-circle through
the western end of the town. None of the patrols had been able
to penetrate the enemy positiona. ([(BE) (53] (54) _.

aAn officer-led combaet patrol of approximately platoon
strength, with an SCR 500 radic for communication emd artillery
support, was sent out to probe the Woeds north of Gey. The
misaion of this petrol wes to attempt to get through the woods
to & polnt east of Gey Creek pbout 800 yerds north of the town
for the purpose of Iinding & route through the woods over which
tanks and lofantry could move Tor ao attack on Gey Irom the
north. after sttempting to penetrete o strongly orgmnized
epnemy poaltion In several pleces the petrol returned, hoving
guffered Talrly heavy casualties from "Shu" mines and enemy
fire. (55}

After a atudy of the Ipformatlon avalleable from patrols
and iptelligence reports plus a considermtion of how costly
woods fighting hed been Tor the 4th DMvision, 1t was decided
to attack initially with only ones battalion plus a platoon
of tanks. Considering the difficulty enmoountered in moving

tanks on the existing roads it waa felt that more than one

(52,55 )Per=onal statement of Lt.Col.Robert H.York,then

Regimental Commander of the 331lst Infantry; (53)A=-6,0Decd4:
(54 Fersonal knowledge.
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platoon could not be employed effectively in the early stages
of the attack. It was believed thut & gulek thruat, following
heavy prepuratory fires, would overrun the enemy positions
and enable the assaulting units te gain the houses. The employ-
ment of more than one battalion on thia battalion-size
cbjeetive would over-saturate the positicn with troopa and
incresse the number of casualties without geining B correa-
poiding fnerease in flire power. 4L tentative plan to attack
through the woods north of Gey with snother battalion was
apanaoned in order to avoid sttacking & known, atrong enemy
position. (58)

To overcome anticlipated fallures in wire communication,
¥hich is emlways difficult to maintain in rough terrain and
under heavy artillery rire, three commené radic nets were
put Iin operation. Using SCE 584's for one net, SCH 610's for
the second, and SCR 300°'s for the third a communication
system was established which never fmiled to provide at
least two effective chemnels of communicstion. This plan
was 80 ellective that it wes adopted as pert of the regiment's
standing operating procedure. (57)

For the attack the regiment had the Tfollowing attachments:

Company B 774th Medium Tank Battalion
Company C 6£9th Tank Destroyer Battslion (5F)
lst Platoon Compeny ¢ 30Bth Zogimeer (C) Battalion (58)

THE REGIMENTAL PLAN OF ATTAGK
The Hegiment's plan of attack was Tor the Znd Battalion,
with a platoon of tenks and the anti-Tank Mine Flatoon attached,
to attack Gey from the edge of the woods west of the town. The
atteck was to jump off et 0800 om 10 December, about one hour
(56)Fersonal statement or Lt.Col.Robert H.York, then Regimental

Commander of the $Zlst Infantry; (&7 )Personal kEnowledge: (53]
A=B,7Des and 9Dec.
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before deylleght, following = heavy artillery prepereation and
supported by the Hesvy Weepons Companlses of the lst and 3rd

Battalions. The 3rd Battallon wes to occupy poszitions of the
Znd Battalion end be prepared to pass through Gey arter its

seizure end take the ridge southwest of Berzhulr=Berzhoige-
and Lendersdorf, The lst Battelion wes to remain in position
and bleck the enemy in the woods north of Gey. (59) (6]

The Znd Battalion's plen of attack celled for E and ¥
Companies to make & direct frontal assault from the edge of
the woods. £ Company, on the right, to attack across the open
terrain between the weat and south legs of town and sefize the
south and southeast portiona. F Compeny, with a platoon of
tanks attached, was to seize the west and nmorth part?;br LW,
& Company, was to protect the right flenk of the battelion
from posliticns slong Gey Creek near the right Limiting point
and be prepared to attack Gey from the southwest. (61}

The 2nd Battalicn jumped off at 0600, but rem into
difficulty immediately. F Company got & good start and secured
the first buildings on the edge of town. E Company, however,
was deteoted before it overran the enemy outpost and heavy
grtillery, mortar, and small arma Tire caught them in the
ocpen erea southwest of town. The company continued forwerd
until it ram intc & barbed wire entanglement which had not
been reported by patrols. Unable to advence and suffering
casnalties Irom the hesvy tire the men sideslipped %o the
left and became intermingled with F Company. «ith the inter-
mingling, both compeniés became disorgenized and the attack
bogged down except for 'some o the lesding elements of F
Company whieh had pushed on ahead. (B2) (83)
(5%,61,62)FPersonal statement of Lt.Col.Hobert H.York, then
Hegimental Commender of the 33lat Infantry; (60)Personal

knowledge; (63)otatement of Ceptain Maesluso, G Compeny
Gommender.
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By 1100 houra the leading elements of F Compeny had
advenced to a point about 100 yards west of Gey Cresk against
wery determined reslstance. The Compeny Commander, who wWas
with this érouF, held gp the attasck because the group was
gonsiderebly weakened by cssuelties and the remalnder of the
company was not following up the asssult echelon. Enemy fire
wes inecreasing. Mechlne guns were firing on the attacking
troops from positions at the northern and southern ends of
town. Enemy artillery fire wea pounding the western emd of towo
end the edge of the woods with the heaviest artillery and
zortar concentrations ever experienced by members of the
regimant,. (G64) (65]) (66

In the mesntime, the pletoon of tenks had been trylog
tc move up on the road leading into town rrom the west. The
road was narrow and muddy, and arter a great deal ol diffieulty
the lead tenk got to withln 100 yerds of the edge of towmn
where it hit a mine. Thia heppened in a marrcw defile where
it was imposalble to get eny other tanks around iIt. Zfforta
to get the tank out were started immedistely, but because of
the difficulty of working in the restriceted ares unaer enemy
artillery fire the road was not c¢leared until atter dark
thet night. (67) (88) (89)

I+t was not until 1100 that the Fegimental Commander
was informed of the true situstion. The battalion had re-
rorted the progress of F Company hoplng to be able Lo get
¥ end K Compenies reorganized end the attack moving. The
Heglmental Commander immediantely went forward to contmct the
£nd Rattallion Commander. Investigation revealed that enemy
observation end fire precluded the possibilty of any eltective
(64,87 JPersonal atetement of L%.Col.Robert H.York, then
Hegimental Commander of the Z3lst Infentry; (65)Statement
of Captalin Macaluso, G Company Commender; (68)Statement of
Captein Walter G.ishmore, 3rd Battalion £-3; (68)5tatement
of Ceptein Jemes D,Shonsk, Anti-Tenk Compeny Commancer;

(69 )Feraonal knowledge.
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reprganlzation und resumption of the attack by E and F
companies. (70) (71)

Reports from the 2nd Bettalion snd from prisomers
captured in Gey lndlcated thet the buildings in the town
hed thick walls through which the enemy had blown holes for
use as flring ports, and deep besements into whieh the enemy
moved during our artillery rire. There were mines and booby
traps in the yaras around the nouses and aug-in positicns
in the fields cutaide the town. Frisoners also reported
that there was approximetsly & beitalieon in Gey and ancther
ens on the ridge about Z200 vards to the northeast; and that
they had seen several anti-tank guns a short distence to the
northeast of Gey. [72] (73] (74)

G Compeny with one platoon of tanks attached, wes ordered
to attack Gey along the Grossheu-Gey roed. However, upon the
receipt of informzation thet otrass had been takxen &nd a report
of & large mine fleld on the Grosshau-(ey rcad, the plan was
chonged. One platoon of G Company plus one platoon of tanks
wea to move through Grosshaun, Schaiberg, and Strass Tor an
attack on Gey from the southwest. Permisslion was-nhtuinad
from the 330th Infantry for movement of this task torce and
it moved out on its missfon. (75) [?E]fg’ﬁ

strass, however, had been erroncously reported oa
captured. Two compenies of the ord Battalion, SGO0LE Infentry,
hed gotten into the town bDUL had not cleared it. The cnemy
ked eut these units off and when the &G Company task Iorce
attempted to enter the town 1t became angageﬂ in & right,
knocked out two enemy tenks, and withdrew. This errcnecus
information hod unnecessarily endangered the lives of the

(70,7% |Personal stetement of Lt.Col.Robert H.York,then
fegimental Commander of the 33lst Infantry; (71,74,75)
Personal knowledge:; (74,75 5tatement of Captein Maealuso,
G Compeny Commender .
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men involved and disrupted another atteck on Gey. (77) (78]

The 2nd Battalion was ordered tc continue the ettack the
followlng day. F and E Companies with one platoon of tanks
were to continue the atteck in the west leg ol Gey, and G
Company with one platoon ol vank destroyera was to attack
along the Grosshau-Gey road. a sguad of engineers was &ttached
to ¢ Company to remove the mine Trield reported by the &50th
Infantry the previous day. Thls mine field waa apout 100 yards
outside the edge orf the woods and was wall covered by all
types of fire., Smoke was to be tired on the woods north of
Gey, on the ridge northeast of Gey end on Horm to bloek enemy
observation and to cover G Compeny's movement, and to permlt
removal of the minea. (72 (80) (8L )

The Znd Battslion jumped off as schedaled, but the smoka
wes ireffective and when G Company ceme out or the woods it
immediately came under enemy fire, ineluding snti-tank gun
fire which wos coming from the vicinity of Horm. Heavy amall
arms Tire was coming from m house on the south side of the
roed about £00 yards from the edge of the woods. (Seé Map D)
Attempts to move the tenk destroyers {nto positions to fire
on the house were unsuccessful and & CoEpeny Was gtopped. (82)

In the meantime, in the western leg of the Town, the
tanks were again in trouble. The lead tank, when in &pprox-—
imately the same position where the tack hed hit the mine
the previous day, threw a tread; again the road lnto Gey
was blocked, This time the road was not to be cleared until
1800 the following day. (83) (84)

The enemy continued to pound the area with artillery
flre, and E and F Compenies without the tanks were making
(77 |a=5,p.-6L; (78,88)5tatensnt of Gaptain Heecaluso,G Company
Commander; {79 )sStatement of Lt.Col.Hobert E.York, then Reglmental
Commander of the 33lst Infantry; (80jA-6,l1lDec44; (8L )Fersonal
knowledge; (€% )stutement of Captein Walter G.Llshmore, 5rd

sattelion S5-5; (84)Stetement of Captein James D.Shonak, Antl-
Tank Compeny Commander .



little, if any, progresa. B Company took over A Company 'S
position, and at 1445 A Company jumped off from the portion
of town held by the 2nd Battallon with the mission of cutting
the Grosshau-Gey road about 300 yards south of ihe malin crosa-
road in the town. If successful, a Company was then to clear
that portion of the town to the south. The encémny opened fire
a3 soon as the company left the protectlon of the bulldings,
but the attack wes pushed and scme men resched the houses.
s#ost of the men of the two esseult pletoons had been caught
in the open snd had been hit or hed teken cover and railed
to0 go forward, Attempts to reach the Company Cormander, by
radls, throughout the day &nd night were unaueccesaful. It
wes later dilscovered that the Company Commandsr with one
officer and about 20 men haa initially captured two houses,
but because of pumerous cmsuelties hed consolidated into one.
Thay remeined there, repulsing numerous attecks, untlil the
town was clenred on the 13th or December. Thls group of men,
of whleh more then helf hed been wounded, played no major
part in the eapture of Gey, but certalnly were a hinderance
to the enemy ino the deTfense of the town. (83) (86}

By dark the Zpd Battalion rsperted that 1t hed resached
the maln road lo town. (87)

During the day I Company relieved elements of the
330th Infentry south of the Grosshau-Gey road and the boundery
wes shifted accordingly. (See Map D) {EELH;H

Immediately after dark, orders were lssued for the 3rd
Battalion to relieve the =2nd Battalion and continue the attack
on L¥ December. The ra2lief was accomplished by K and L
Companies; & and F Compenies moved to the weat end of town;

\Eb,08A-6,10ec44; (86 |statsment ol Lt.Col.Henry heilzon,
lst bBettallon Commender; (87 Personel kKnowledge.
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G and I Companies remained ln postlon. The Srd pattalion re-
ported that the Znd Battellon hed not reached the main road,
but were at the west side of Gey Creek. (8%2) (920]

The 5rd Battalion plan was for L Company on the lelft
of the road and K Company on the right to contloue the attack
toward the center of town. One platoon of tanks wes to he used
with these two companles 1f it could be moved into town. L
company wlth one platoon of tank destroyers &nd a "flail”
 tank, borrowed from the 5th Armored Division, was 1o athack
along the Grosshau-Gey road. I3s mission was to selze about
one-third of the southern leg of the town, initially, and
push on up the main road. (91) (98]

The Brd Battalion jumped off at 0600 without an artillery
preparation. Two platoons of I Company moved out, in column,
on the Grosshau-Gey road, passed the mine fisld and the house
whien held up G Company, and continued on towards the objactlve
undetected by the enemy. The "flall" tenk, leading the platoon
of tank destroyers, sterted to work on the mine field and had
sxploded seversl mines, when it was knocked out by a mine
which the Mflails” had missed. The two pletoons of I Company
continued thelr adveance, and after complately surprising the
enery took I Company's objective after a short Clght. (93]

Shortly after deylight tha 1 Company Gommander, with
nis commend group, Was just sc¢ross the road {from the house
from which the enemy had fired on G Company. He sent two men
to investligate it and as they gpproachned they ware fired on.
The Compeny Commender sent word to T Sgt. carl Hensen, wheo
was Flatoon Leader of the 3rd Flatoon, to take a aguad and
capture the houses. Sgt.Hansen, after zetilng the sguad 1n
(8% ,91)5tatement of Ca tain waelter G.Ashmore, 5rd Battallon

5-5: (90)Perscpal know sdge; (92,95 j5tatement of Ccaptaln H.
pDizon Smith,I Company Commander.
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position, worked his way up to the house under the covering
fire of the sgued. Finding a door open he went lnto the house,
killed three Germans, knoesked one out with his fist, and
egaptured LS prisoners who were in the basement of the housa.
(See Map D) (94}

By this time the enemy was completely alerted and Was
pounding the area with artillery, mortar, and anti-tenk fire.
Engineers sttempted ito remcve the mines under tha enemy fire,
but after having several men killed and wounded ceased thelr
efforts. (95)

The enemy continued to pour his heavy concentrations
of artillery fire on Gey with a noticable lpncresse in tfire
from high velocity guns. These bigh velocity guns were Tiring
{Tom the east ano northeast of Gey with one gun loceted 1o the
tip of the woods north of Gey. |96 )

X and L Companies continuea righting throughout the day,
mekling slow progress, ageinst stiff resistance. K Company
reached the main road on the south alde of the road lesding
wost into the forest. L Compeny reached the main road, turned
corth mnd was pushed back several houses by a counteratiack.

L Company resumed the attack to the north and reached
& point oppesite the junetion of ihe horm rosd where they
were atopped by tank fire from the north end of town. The
tank bloeking the rosd from the west was finally moved at
1800 and three tenk destroyers were moved lnto town. This
success wes short-lived, however, &s cne was knocked out
by artillery fire and cone threw & Tread. The third tenk
moved up to support K 'Company. (87) (€8]

\84,95)ctatement of Captein H.Dixon smith, L Compeny Commandsr;

(96,95 jctetement of Ceptein walter G.ashwore, <Srd Battalion =-3j;
(87 jA-0,li0ec.
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Immedietely efter dark engincers ware put to worlk re-
moving mines from the Grosshau-Gey road up %o the advance
elements of I Company. Another mine field had besn located
on the road just inside the town. About 2200, the ist Hattalion
Commander was called to the kegimental C.P. and directed to
beve cne company attack north on the main rosd in Gey trom
I Company's poaition. The company was o have gne platoon of
tunk destroyers and one platoon of tanks attached and was to
attaok not later than 0800 on L3 Decsmber. The Battalion
Commander decided to use E Company, whioh wes in the line,
becausn the Company Commander had s great deal of experience
and was very aggressive. (98] (100)

The decision tc use B Company greatly inereased the
Problem of having it ready to attsck at the designated hour.
Ally movement at night was difficult and hed it not been Tor
the aggreseivenesa and drive of the B Company Commander tha
move probably would not have beep accompliszhed as well as
it was.

E Compeny was relieved by A Company plus some men from
C Company. To save the strength of the men, trocks weare sent
%to a point about one mile ir rear or B Company's poaltion
and the company moved to the vicinity of Grosshau by motox
shuttle. From here the coupany was to Pproceed on Toot to the
line of departure. During the night a heavy fog had settled
on the area and 8¢ hampered the movement that at 0900 only
two platoons of B Compeny were ready to move out. As the fog
had not dispersed the Battalion Commander decided to have
B Company etteck without sn artillery preparation, At thie
time the Battalion Commander ordered the I Company Commsnder
to move out by 0945, whether the othar Platoon of B Company

(89 )Statenent of Lt.Col.Henry KHedlaon, lat Battalion Commander:
[lo0}rersopal knowledge.
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gend the tenks and tank destroyers had arrivsd or not. A%

0915 the platoon of tank destroyers arrived and at (1R

E Company, minus one platoon, moved out. The third B Company

platoon arrived about 1000, was guickly b;iarad, end aent

ahead to joim the c¢ompany. The platoon of' tanks arrived

leter and joined B Company alter the atleck started. {101 )
B Company, under cover of the Tog, surprised the

enemy; and, by a vigorous, driving attack supported by

fire from the tanks and tank destroyers, overran the town

and announced it cleared by 1225. B Company captured 128

prisoners, had one tenk knocked out, one man killed and

seyeral wounded. Prisoners captured in Cey stated that
thelr caesualtizs had been heavy and that approximately
thres ccopanies bad been sent io as reinlorceoments during
the course ol the battle. (102; (LO3; (l04)

The 5th Armored Division was notified that the town
hed been captured and moved up %o aend ita lesding elementa
down the Toads to Stress end Horm. The first tank mttempting
to move out the Strass road hit a mine about 00 yards Irom
the main crosa road. Further inveatigation revealed mine
fields, at the edgs of town, on ==ch of the roads lesading
put of Gey. (l0o; (1d0e6)

when the success of O Company's attock was assured
O Company wesz ordered to contlnue the attaek to the northeast
as soon as posaible. The company was to attack on the right
of the Duren-Gey road with the mission of securing Objectlve
B. |S5ee Map D) The purpose of this attack was to maintaln
pressure on a retreatlng ensmy and securs the high ground

from woich the snemy was directing artillery flre. ¢ Company

LAOL, 105 ) Statement of Li.lol.Benry Neilscn, lst Battalion
Commander; (lO0zZ)A=-6,ldbec; |LU4, L0 ;Fersonal knowladge; (105)
Statement of Captain Walfter G. Ashmore, 3rd Sattalion S-3.
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wes unable to launch the attaek until 154%, The aompany
had sdvanced about 400 yerds when it wes stopped by
artillery and mortar Tire; and heavy small arms rire rrom
positions about BOOD wards northesst of Gey. The company
wWas ordered to withdrew into Gey. The cttack had not been
& complete fallure as several hish velocity guns firing
from Objecetive B, and one from the point of wooas north
of Gey, had been apotted. [(1O7) {lGEl#HsH”

During the nlght the mine fields on the roads leading
to Curan, Horm, and SITass were removea and the lst, 2nd,
gnd 3rd Battaliona were consclidated in Gey ror the attack
on l4 December. The lst Batteailon was in the north part of
Town, the =Znd battalion in the south end southeast parts,
ot the Srd Battallon in the west part. The plan for the
attack woea as follows:

lst Battaelion, with one pletoon of tanks attached,
was to attack st the same time as the 5th Armored Division,
to =mefize Objective 8. {(3ee Map D)

End Battalion, with & platoon of tenks ettached, was
to pass through the lat Bettaelion upon its capture of
ObJective & and selze Horm and Objectlve &. (See Hap 0)

ord Battallon, in reserve, Was o oacupy Gey. (109 ) {110}

The lst Battalion jumped off at 0700 following olosely
benlind & rolling barrage, and by 0825 had captured its
objective and two 150 m/m guns and two B8 m/m guns with
untired rounds in the chambers. During the attack the lat
Battalion hed only two men Killed. Zhortly arter the Battalion
reached 1ts objective the enemy begen riring on 1% with high
?&Iualtj guns Irom dbjective 8, but teo "time oo target"
barrages silenced the fire. (111l) (1iZ)

Lfiﬂ?iﬁ-ﬁ,lﬁﬂaa; {lﬁé,llz}atatEment of Lt.Col.Henry Neilson,

lat Batialion Commander; (LO%,111)}4-6,l4Deoc; (110 |Ferscnal
knowledge.

foah



The 2nd Battallon pessed through the right flank of
the lst Buttélinn at 0930 and immedietely came under Iire
from Horm and a large emplacement about 400 yverds northesst
of Horm. Horm, which waa strongly defended by Infantry with
three (4} tanxs in support, was captured by G Company wlth
the aid of tanks of the Sth Armored Ldvisien. G Company
continued fits sdvance and captured the emplecement and S0
prisconers. The 2nd Battaslion continued its advance and by
dark haod reached the foot of Objective B. (See Map D) (113}
[114)

At 0800 the followlng morning G Company attacked
Objestive 8 and after a short fight captiured the hill. C
Compeny, =mith one platoon of tenks attached, was directed
to seize ObJjective 5. The company attacked &t 1600 behind
heavy artillery fixe and by L7350 had captured ita objective,
58 prisoners, and two 79 m/m anti-tenk guns. C Company had
five men killed and twelve wounded. (See Map D) [(115) (11&)

During the period of 10 December to 15 December 1244,
there ware 3135 battle casuslties svacusted through the
Regimental siid Station and an undetermined number through
the 330th Infantry. There was a oonsiderable number ol non-

battle cesualiies, also undetermined, caused by "Trench

Foot" and frozen fest. Frisoners captured toteled S24.

ANALYSTS AND CRITICTION
In making s study of this operetion it iz apparent
that the Divislon erred, Ilnltially, 1o not dealgnating the
spouthern boundary of the 331lst Infantry to lnclude the
Grosashau-Gey road. The Regiment also erred ln not reellizing
{113 )A-6,laDec; (lld}Statement O Captain mAcolusoc, G Company

Commander; (lL5)4-6,1508c; (llé,otatement or Lt.Col.HenTy
Leilson, ilat Satialion COMDSNASr.
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immediately the importance of this rogd I'or an attack on
Gey and reguesting that the boundary be changed. Admittedly,
boundaries are not walls through which no troops can pass,
but, in my opinion, the initial placing of the boundary
al'Tected the origlinul plan of attack,

By declding rot to atteck in the woods morth of Gey
the Regimental Commander was refusing te attaek where the
enemy had oroven it was essy to defend and where experience
had shown thet casualties to the attecker would be high.

The capture of Gey depended upon the suecesstul
movement of taoks into the town to give direct fire support
to the iofentry. The lack of esdequate roads permitting
their eamploymeni wes the critical ractor in the cspture
of the town. Without the tanks the direct efforts of aix
rifle companies were required over a period of three days
to seize less than one half of the town. With tanks, one
rifle company captured the remainder of the town in approzi-
mately two hours,

The use of only one battalion in the initial sttack,
and subseguent use of pok more than three rirle companles
in atteeck at any one time, was precicatec cn the masumpticn
that over-saturation of a position with troops results in
unnegesgary casualtlies and may result in confusion with a
consequent loss in fire power. Thie premise was proved by
a sherp inecrease in casuwelties from artillery fire on 13
gent 14 December when throe battalions of the 33lat Infantry
and aslements ol the 5th armored Livision were consolideted
in Gey for a continuaticon of the atteck.

The use of artillery preperations prior to attack on

Gey apparently hoa little offect 1n preventing the enemy,

=



who wWes protected by thick walls and deesp cellars, from placing
gceurete small arms fire on the attecking troops. attecks
conducted ip darkness or unaer conditions of lowm visibiliwmy
without ertillery preparstions were successful in completely
surprlslng toe cenemy.

The attecke by tha Z30th Infantry and the 331lat Infantry,
10 and 11 December were the only ones condusted in the
Division sons on these deys dates. These attecks, over a froot
of only 1800 yards out of & Total 10,000 yards asslgned to
the Division, permitted the enemy to conceatrate the entire
weignt of his artillery on the eflorts of these two unita,

The attaeck by ¢ Company more then three hours alter
the fall of Gey was a cese of sending "too little, too late,”

Lttacks by companies of the lst Battolion, over open
terrmin, 14 and 1§ December with the infantry following
clesely behind heawy artillery preparstions, permitted
those alements to reach the objectives Delfore the enemy
could retaliate.

Fremgtire OY &rronecus reports made by the =nd
Battalion of the 331st Infentry and by the 330th Infantry
were not critical ractors in this operation. The report by
the Z30th Infsntry did, however, unnecesserily endanger the
lives of the men involved and disrupt an ettack.

The selection of Cey and the high ground te the north-
east, for defense, demonstrated the enemy's sppreciatlion or
the importance of key terrain to the detender. healizing
thet any wovement out of the forest would be "funneled"
through Gey, ke had prepared strong derensive positions
in and sround the town and made maximum use of mines to
restriet the movement of both tenks and infantry. The high
ground northesst of Gey provided excellent observation poata

for the control of ertillery tire and good fields of rire



Tor both small arms and enti-tank wWeapons.

LESSONS
Some of the leszons emphasized by this coperation ere;
1. Maln rnads laading into towns should ba ineluded in

the zone of actian of the unit ﬂssignan the mission of
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el

eapturing the town.
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3 It Pﬁﬂﬂihl&, & unit on the offense should ﬂttﬂcﬂ
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thﬂ weakast point in the EnamyTa defense and where the

greater bvepelit cen be derlved from supporting fires.

3, Tanks are nf vltal inpnrtanae Ior the suppnrt

of infantry in town tighting.
4, nﬂequata routea to the battle uualtiﬂn muat ha
s e o —————
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provided for the effective employment of tanks.
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5. Uver-ssturetion of a position ;ith trﬂnps in-

creasos cosuasities. =

=1 burprisa iu a0 lmportant element of & successTul
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attack.

7. an atteck on a narrow front permitz the enemy to
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concentrate all nf hiﬂ attention and rira Eurdr Dn & small

segtar,
8. nttaaking infantry fﬂlluw%ng closely b&hin& haavy

artillery prapa:atlnna nan cgyuuxa strong posl t;ans with
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Tew casupalties,

#, ATTaECKS ccnﬁun‘nad tTo maintain pressure on A
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retreatiﬁg enamy Bhnuld ‘be launched quickly end with

sufficlent power fto be eflfective.

10, Erronecus reports of prﬂgreas may uunecesanrlly
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anﬂangar_thc lives of men and disrupt planned operations.

11, Indi?iuua; aolaiers should be traiﬂed Iﬂ protect
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themselves agﬂLnat the Bflsﬁta of winter lﬁﬂthﬁr.
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onal radio nets insure edequate communication.




