HEADQUARTERS3531ST INFANTRY
APO 83 d
UNITED STATES ARVY

8 August 1944
SUBJECT: Action Against Enemy, Reports After/After Action Repd
20 : The Adjutant Genersl, Washington, D. C,

3 In compliance with paragrsph 10, (C3), AR 545-106, the follow=
ing report of the period 1 July 1944 through 31 July 1944 is hereby
submitted:

From 1 July 1944 to 0445, 4 July 1944, the 331st Infentry re-
mained in its defensive positions in the vieinity of Auvers. During 2
this period the main activity of the unit was in strong night patrol-

~ ling %o feel out the enemies weak points and to locate disposition of
‘his weapons, Our supporting artillery, the 908th Field Artillery
~ Battalion, fired nightly interdictery and harassing fires, and ,
counterbattery fires sgainst known morter snd artillery positions,
This was supplemented by strong harassing fires by our 8lmm mortars

day end night.

le Germans fired harassing fires with artillery and Slmm mort-
ipgle gun and occasional battery fire daily
L increase in fires during hours of darkness,
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The Regiment reinforced attacked at 04 49, 4 July 1944, snd im-
mediately upon crossing the Line of Depdrture met heaVJ mCCDln@ gun,
machine pistol, mortar and art111ery fires. Throughout the day the
Troops worked forward tediously in face of cutting fire and over
terraln broken by hedge rows and hes 2wy foliage, Casualties among

our trooos were he«vy end so weakened the fi; ghting effectiveness of
the Regiment that it was not able to hold ﬂﬂ_o gain made and fell
back AOALH on 3 July and 6 July 1944, the attack was resume ed and
fround was galned yard.by yard, with the advanceg, the troops worked

Thelir way 1nto flat, marshy country which off ered little protection
from enemy ODQCPVQtLOD and fire,

Ceptured prisoners bore out the belief that the 6th Parchut
Reglment had been either replaced or reinforced prior to the
attagk in thaet.it was found that the Roblmenu had strong ele
of the 2nd SS Penzer Division DAS Reich in front of its

-I% was at the 1nitial phase of the atback--at 0750, 4 July 1944,
that the Rehimental C@mmander, Colonel MARTIN D, BARNT OLLn;, was
killed by.a German sniper while directing the operation from the
Regimental 0P, His command was. temporarllv talken over by Lt. Colonel

LAM- B, LONG, Regimentsl ?Exeeutive Officer, until the arrival of
Gol@nel JOHN B. WHITCOMB who was relieved by Lt. Colonel GHORGE
BOWEN on 7 July 1944,

& ®n ? {ulyplgéé at 0855, the 22nd JInfantry, 4th Division passed
through the Regiment. tio resumé the attock in uhe S¢lst Infantry's
zone and the 331lst Infantry withdrew to an asqembl area 1000 yards
Northwest of La Sedetbterie at 1530 heurs. The Regiment was alerted
mesdiataly to Jjoin the attack of the Division, in progress with the
4th Division on its rlght with the mission of seizing “the town of
Saantony anﬁ*the-high,gr@und to. the East, i

%e nmant atbae;keﬁ asz 1700 heurs with the lst and 3rd
Batts 4 & - tacking echelen supported.by one eomnsny of S?
_ ank Dsatroyers, an& one company of Medium Tenks, the 908th Field .
ery Batbalion, Light resistance wss met initially, alth@uuh
-wa#hawsﬁbatwaiti of trouble;with snipers armed with machine’
1s. Tenks had difficulty following the troops due to hedoe

and eleseness oﬁmanwnt@yy -Just before dark, resistance 1H-
' o ed down in-Tace of well concealed dugouts

, ok, Tamks were Mork V's and several
h wuwt d_'ktn anﬁ well e@n@ealed with fires




. T %he%giment resumed the attack, "if-’ollowing a glide
‘and dive bembing attaek by our airepaft end moved forward easily,
meet:mb 1@’1}@: resistanee bub, seon meb three or four . hanks :meecii-—
ately nerth of Hebob. By late sfterncon these tenks were either
withdrawn oy lpeoeked eut and our forces o¢eupied the ground, Dur-
ins fii% z@iﬁh‘s ‘there was some tonk aetivity in ‘this areey

Gi-rﬁ Juikg To44, Ge}.@nel JAMES D, BEHDER assumed command of

the Reglm@nt viece Bt Colonel GREORGE BOV VEN relieved. :

o @8.’5@ July 19%,, tvhe Reblment resumed the attaeck with the
Mmd 3rd, Ba ons in the. attacking .echelam; the 2nd: Battalion
Gn,iithﬁ right and by 0€30 hours had reasched their initial ob.]@ct:we
on Highway ##4, 1000 yards northezst of Sainteny in the face of
grm;lg art'illeny, tank anei machlne gun fire,

L~ ‘Repu. s‘eu@ral e@unteratt\aeksﬂ, the. 8nd Babtbalien took a.nd
fiua%ﬂ,x mm all -of Seimteny by 1700 vith the 5rd Batbelion faeing
'y j,_ rong resistance at Bels Grimot to the east of the ecity.
ﬂ@;pmwm were from the :37th end 38%h Panzer &renadier ;
snts ",@@i&'#&ﬁ ex%mely heavy lesses. , )

_m@y M* tha ,regimem e@nseliciatsd defenalv;e pogis
- ﬁfit‘shtr'y pasged through ,the regiment to the south

ghty «the 3rd Batbalign was counterattacked and
Mgrenade ‘battle over hedgerows, fell baeck 300

'
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g-,, %a am Battallen in J.ts attaek Tk .
‘by ‘a direct mt fr B Geman 88
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babttled heswy resistance 1n La Lande aiid seenred the voint of land
to its south by mid<day and revertad o Hegimental reserve while
the 2nd and Brd Batbaglions crossed the open swamp ground to the

south of Bois Grimob,

The 3rd Battalion' reached a point 1000 yerds south of GChateau
‘D'Auxais and the 2nd Battalion south of Auxais, During thé night,
the 3rd Battalion weceived heavy fire from eruieing tanks and inf-
entry teems which had a demoralizing effect and it withdrew to the
Chateau ares leaving approximately 120 troops behind which were
eus. erf, & - & ; , :

e On 15 July, 16 July 1944, the atbaek was pressed forward again

SHYC and 2% one’ pe#dnt- the -Brnd ‘Battalion reached Le Village Des Saints,
bufﬁhzavy mortar ‘fire, ‘closeness of hedge rows and inexperience of
replacements made the progress extremely slow. Again enemy tanks
foreced both attacking Battalions to pull beck.

. ‘There followsd a period of thrée days; 7, 18, and 19 July
1ae duzing which time every offort was made to cross the swamp

th at ‘1800,  the lst Battalien atteripted an attaek
0300 thke next morning, 18 July 1944, by going straight
_ amp- to the southeast. The 3rd Battalion attempted =
g via the causeway on 20 July 2944 at 0400 and crossed sue-
enly to retire later with very heavy losses, two pifle
e8 losing fifty percent of its personnel, It was at this
Lt, Colonel ROBERT CHEAL, 3rd Battalion Commander, was
missing in action snd has not been found since.

e

view of the costl; ‘and. w cessful attempts to seize the
; ( ‘imwskﬁenf pians~to r@ﬁew ﬁbe
. .
ey a@tiviﬁg was confined to
d Le Village de Saints,
ept for fairly stromg,
Battalion front and




N Shitel A

@m 98 July 1944, the regiment attacked #0603 on bhe loft of
the 83rd Divisgien and tet hOfv* cm:WW aPms and mortar fire,' The 3
Commender of "¥he lst Battalion, on the Ieft, Lt, Coleonel HAROLD Ab
SRICKSEN, was" killed early in the.attack, “By 1500, the lst Bath
loh " had advaneetl 200" yards end the 2nd Battallion on the right ha#
Jadvanced from 150 to 400 yards, Bnemy banks made coordﬂnatlon of
The attack impractical and units sent out sbrong combabt patrels
reduce Machine guns and P11l bexes, Numerous *S" mines ‘were foand
only twe hedge rows In front of Gompany "FV, and furpther. attempts
at advanglnaAwere stopped to Jemove tbem,

At‘09®O, 27 July 1944, the 329th Infsntry, on this Regiment's
right, lsunehed an atbteek, which enabled our ﬂatr@]q te advance eon
objew%iVQ, le. Village dg Bainbs,” ”@wevcr the ;area to,Fthe .

b was' thickly sowgn with mines and booby trapn whieh areatly?
hhﬁ 1st aﬁd d Batbalions in. follow1ng the nstvol to :

s ‘Indieatdons were that the ehemy had withdrawen
v“ outh of the Taute River and the reciment immedi-
the swamp to Lp Varde Pennisula, By 2406 the 2nd
cached Le Marsheslieux, By daybresk, 1t had with
“hsﬁ m area 3;5@@ g;ards »‘m}.i:b of the towns,

s /ad_nb, followed by the 1st
was Les Aleuets, Feubere$,
@wgt'ap;.eé, % rdefenslve posi=
3 6 2 d¥eget. of Le Comnrend
@*E@iametsrs SQuﬁh ef xﬁe
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