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 Bugeng X, Harvey, 35927225 s/&u
John R, Ot 3122187
- Donald ¥V, Roth m '35590635
Sam B Walker Pfe - 38516033
Orlen W. Boyd . g 36514»1553
Ternando Collecchia - Sgt = 36648

. Btemley J. Dolaky Pfe 33233153
Darwin J. Fifleld Pic
Glenwood W. Gimgerick S/fgt 3765&1;22
M1liem 0, Grimes, Bgt ' 35516672
Dale D, Hunter Pfe 36975215
Ralph W, Paffer - T/8gt  6B9BROT

" #ilfred Bobidesn Tec ¥ - 11118410
Waltor g, Overton Pfe 33841856
Tloyd Schutte 8/set 36812895
Bengrd ¥ Solfest PP 3GBITTHT
Verlin ¥, Twedt P 377732%
Jokn R, Plsna 1st 1t 01325835
Jowsrh Pollock Teo & 33020021
Farimon Veech . 5/sgt 35708423

: '.I'heaanro Davupert - Capt 0341081 -
Lould L Domnelly ~ Tec 5 ~ 35586066
John J, Rovek Pre 35585887 .
Ls.w:'alo- A. Leliberts Ma) 01287019

- Hermen A, Mundt Jr, Capt 0353357

. James D, Shomsk Capt 01287078

- Leroy Btapsls Tec & = 35497908
G
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NAME BANE LASH

‘Med J. Minnieh, S/sgt 33337217
Bernard. E. Partlow Pfo 3354330

" Hetbert W, Schofiell Pfe 33704308
Arthur T Barnes, B/8gt 6553533
James.Q: Browm, . Bgy  35horEre
HDawin B, Oollinm f2n L& 0537382
Charles T, Duffey  Tec 5 ° 11116601
Williem G, Fowler  Sgt 33768119
Charles 8, Grehem . Pfe 37766746
Oarl A, Hansen Jr. 24 It 02010925
Douglas W, XKing Sgt 345171
Virgil J, Parker Pfe 33657821
Panl B, Nebtoge l1st It Ou9 5522
Peml E, Painter = 8/8gt 33 i
Jogeph O ‘Shepard Pfe 343

" Busgell V, Sparks T/Set 35203392
William Mc Kee ~  5/8zt 31211871
Max B Miiler . B/ses 3 61 82k
Bertis Waitley' " Pfa 1?;-
Oliver ¥, Clark " 8gt 3149262
Hagene Demmin - -~ Pfe - 351”{&8

" Wlllam T Hohmpor S/Bgt 33254200
‘Sherwin B Eutts: . 1lst 1% 0329385
Harold Maa:u y Pfo 9902565
Mack Schozhemt " Pfe 50888
Toseph Sikora Bgt  “heooskaly
Jeck N, Strems  Tec & 35521739
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SUBJECT: Achlon Against Enemy, Reports A,fteI‘/After Action
. Reporta,

0 The Adjutent Genersl, Washington 25, D, C. - i

In complla.nce with Parsgraph 10 (C 5), AR 545-10
and Memorandum Number 83, Headguerters Ninth U, S. Army,
dated 27 Pebruary 1945, the following report of the perled

= 1 april 1945 through 30 April 1945, is hereby submitted:

a, Unlt, B331lst Infa.ntry, Esrd Infentry Division.

b, Streagth. 159 Officera.

‘ 4 Warrant Officers,
3064 BEnllsted Men,

e. Marches. (See Nerrative, Appendix No. 2),

d. Bettles. (gSee Nerrative, Appendix No, 2),

&, Commanding Officers in Important E}ng&gemémts.‘

GOLONEL ROBERT H, YORK,
R f, Losses In Action, (See Appeﬁdix Na. 5),

g. Former end present members who have ékiétmgui-shed
themgelves in action, (See Appendix No. 4).

. h, - For auppei-ting documents and"*jouma‘ls.. (See
Apendix No, 6 end No, 7). 5

For the Commanding Officer:

JPlop & bLaklin_

ROBERT G WALKER,,
Oaptein, Infentry.

CAdjutant,
Inels: 7. .
Appendix No, Foreword,
Appendix No. Narrative,

Roster Of Commenders end staffs.
Awerds and Decorations,

- Losges In Action,

= Unit Jourmel, :

- Pleture History.l/
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Sketeh Mep,

NARRATIVE,

ROSTER OF COMMANDERS AND STAFFS;
AWARDS AND DEGORATIQNS.

LOSéES IN ACTION,
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The establishment by CT 331 and CT 329
of a bridgehead scross the Elbe River climexed a
lightening advance of more than 220 miles into the
heart of the Germen Reich only 65 miles from Berlin,
This esccomplishment by an infentry division in the
face of sometimes fenaticsl enemy resistance, with
its flanks open at one time for as much as 80 miles
of depth end with 65,000 enemy troops in one pocket
on its exposed right flank, is unparalleled in the
ennuals of military history. But when i1t i1s also
pointed out that the leading combat teams of the
83rd Infantry (THUNDERBOLT) Division, making use
of anything that rolled, not only kept pace with
the crack 2nd Armored Pivision, but ultimately
outstripped it to build end held the first amd only
Allied bridge across the ELBE RIVER, the record
vecomes truly impressive, Often striking without
warning, the infantry supperted by attached armor,
overrsn enemy opposition before it could orgenize.
Thien swarming back on their tenks, tank destroyers,
trucks, jeeps, and captured vsehicles, the combat
toems deshed on to clesr another woods = to capture
another town, This riding and fighting type of
advance continued day end night without respite
until CT 331 crossed the ELBE RIVER to hold a
bridgehead with CT 329 against the most fanatical
enemy resistance encountered since the bleoody
fighting in the hedgerows eof Normandy.

The enemy, having wiped out the 2nd
Armored Division bridgehead to the North of the
one held by the 83rd Division at Barby, threw the
full fury of its men and armor egainst our bridge-
head to destroy 1t, A.gainet vicious enemy counter-
attacks, described as "famatical", the infantry not
only held firm but even expanded _its grip East of
the ELBE, The 83rd Infentry ( Thunderbolt) Division
bridgehead stends firmly established ecross .the
ELBE - a ready springbeoerd for further advance
inte the German Reiech,
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. BEarly in the morning CT 331 was given the
migsion of advencing on the right flank of the
2nd aArmored Diwvision %o securs bridges intact

! acposs the LIPPE CANAL from HAMW (0542) to
1346), East to the AUTOBAN HIGHWAY, Inclusive,

‘ 1 Tie Plamy 3rd Bn. on the right to secure
crossings et HAMM; 2nd Bn. on the left Yo capture HEESEN and éut
the railroad running NE from HAMM; lst Bn., upen relief by slements
@l the 15th gavalry Group glong DORTMUND - EMS CANAL at 0600, to
move to assembly area West of WALSTEDDE.in Reglmental Reserve,

! At 1515 the 1st Bn, was ordered to seize the
erossings in the vieinity of DOLBERG end East to the AU TOBAN HIGH=
WAY, inclusive, The battallon moved out in pdvence Guerd fermation,
with Go., "B" riding on btanks leading, as enemy information in this

. Brea was Indefinite as to strength and intentlons. DOLBERG end 0ST
DOLBERG were seized without event and prisoners takenm,  Enemy infantry
opposition was only moderate, but aecurate machine gun snd direct

fire from AA guns South of the CANAL was heavy, The reilroad bridge
just Best'of DOLBERG was teken intact, By 1800, the Battelion had
completely oecupied its sector with "A" and gt companies in o
DOLBERG and 08T DOLBERG respectively, extending Hast to the AUTOBAN,
inclueive, Aggressive combat patrelling wes conducted by the Bab-
talion in its sector ell during the hours of darknesa,

L ‘ The 2nd Bn,, moving from OLFEN at 0300, . eprived
1n fts mesembly sves mesr the WALSTEDDE - AHLEN .voad ebout 3 miles
“North of HAMM at 0700, Battallon was ordered to attack at 1000,
wclied to- Go, "E", the spearhead company, were five tenks, four

troyers, .and one M-8 Recon, cer, Go, "E'a" cbjective was
derpasses in the suburbs of HEESEN. After the capture of
WEBT, go, "P" was to attack HEESEN, assisgted by Go. "@", after the
Inther eompany had eleared the woods NE ‘of HEESEN, Co. "E" initially
t neavy smell srms fire, but the supportimg weapons on_the high
ground near the Line of Deperture finally ensbled the attacking rifle=
weri to close with the dug=im enemy end geln their inltial objectlve
ow casualties, Herd Tighting continued, After clearing &

(ines. smell arms end penzerfeust fire from dug-im positions
b jestive inereaged, Tank fire was brought to beer on
ey end the infantry, empleying marching fire, ‘advanced

‘te gecure its final objective at 1750, Agelnst stiff enemy
e, Oo. "F" captured WERING and continued in 1ts assigned
feo tg advence on HEESEN. A% 1300 Co. g was committed to
wsist 0o, "F" teks HEESEN, Stubborn enemy reslstence was encount-
ered in the form of small arms fire end 20-mm AA guns firing direct
fipg, - e 2nd Bn,, after seversl hours of heavy Tighting, reperted
a1l objectives ocleared at 2130 end defenses organized,:

The Zrd Ba, sprived in its assembly erea 4 miles

North of HAMM at 0845, after a night of continuous moving, Major
gellers, the battalion commender, Theld & compsny commenders and
| staff officers mesting in the woodls (the battallon assembly aree)
prier to daylight, in order to expedite relief of the Znd Armored
Division. The mission of the Bathtdlion at this time was bto hold end
block all escape woutes of the enemy Forth out of HAMM, Rellef of
elomenits of the 2nd Armorved Division was cempleted, at 0815 and the
patbalion CP set up at WALSTEDDE, . At 0900 the b‘_a*bta]?icn commender
cosived orders to attack and .cspture the: town of KILLWINKEL on the
“glde o : S fpom HAMM, The Battalion Plan: To.attack
“npn leadimg; Co, "L" on the right gnd Ge. "K"
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in reserve; to send strong combat patrols into the town first and
follow them 'up with the remainder of the two leading companies,
Because enemy information was indefinlte strong combat patrels were
first sent omt, At 1030 both Companies "I" and *L," gtarted combat
patrols of platoon strength into the Lown.. The Go. "L" platoeon ' .
advenced only & few hundred yards when 1t encountered heavy enemy
small. srms and direct fire., . The Co. "I" platoon, however, under
Lt, Hensen, advaroced more than 1,000 yards before it was stepped by
heavy small arms snd dlrect fire,. Another patrol was immediately
formed from GCo. "I" to enter the town from the West. By.l230 Go.

nL" wes sble te advence on line with Lt. Hansen's platoon of Co. "I",

At 1500 word was received that the patrol frem Go. HI¥ had entered
the westerm part of the town. The remsinder of the.platoon was then’
sent in the, town to reinforce this patrol., Lt. Hansen's platoon
then advenced to within 200 yards of the town where 1t _was stopped
by filre from small arms gnd ‘direct fire weapons., However, after
consldetable fire snd maneuver he finally got B foothold in the

* town., The remainder of Co, "L" immediately followed Lt. Hamsen's
platoon and began c¢learing thé Eastern portion of the town. Lbt.
Hensen!s platoon made contact with the other platoon from Co,."IV

in western edge of town and then continued to clear out their poxr-
tion of the Battallon oebjectlve, Both companies ran into pockets

of enemy resistanee throughout the. town, 80 that 1t was not until
2100 that the town of KIL NHEL wes completely cleared of enemy.
Go. "L" contacted the 2nd Battalion on the left., The Battalion
outposted the town and sent out patrols bo the bridges leading into
HAMM, snd when the railroad and vehiole bridges were reported intact,
orders were recelved to secure a bridgehead over the CANAL prier te
daylight. E o

: The Regimental OP clesed at NORDKIRCHEN at 0630
end opened atb 0725 at WALSTEDDE (045510), in the viecinity of AHLEN,
Gga'sua‘.-ljbies; 1 Killed; 12 Wounded; and 213 Prisomers capbured,. -

2 April 1945 - The 1lst Bn. in its sector meinteained positlons
5 along the north bank of the LIPPE RIVER., Both

slides conducted active patrolling. .Strong enemy
patrols attempted to peize the rallroad brildge

neary DOLBERG abt 0330, but were completely dispersed by 0530 after a

lively fire fight during darkness. Enemy artillery scored four

hits on the reilrocad bridgs, but failed to demage 1it, Puring the

day the Battelion received some small arms fire and moderate teo

heavy enemy artillery fire from South of the CANAL. ;

’ The 2nd Bn. maintained 1lts positions along the
North bank of the LIPPH RIVER and conducted active patrelling. AR
enemy attempt to infiltrate Co, "Fi1a" positions was besaten off and
12 priscners capiured. All bridges in the battalion sector were
reported destroyed, 2nd Battallon supported by fire the attack of
the 3rd Battslion to gein. the HAMM bridgehead, :

fhe plan of the 3»d Bm.: To t¥y to sneak across
both bridges under cever of artillexy fires placed on all approaches
leading to the bridges South of  the GANAL., Co. "L" was to move
scross the vehicle bridge on the jeft and Co.''K"_ across the railroad
bridge on the right. Co, "I" wes %o outpost KILIWINMEL snd be
prepared to follew either Uo. K" oy Co, "IN, _Ab 0830 the twe :
assault compsniea moved out, . Go. g ta? forward e;l.emenb-s were within
200 yerds of. the bridge when 1t was. plawn wp by the snemy, _Whiola "
definitely stopped the sdvance of Co. "L" in 4his sector, GCo. "K'

B | SE%%K@
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showever, crossed the rallroad bridge before the enemy were sble .

to blow it up end by 1000 had established a small bridgehead after
knocking out several enemy strong points along its route of
advance, Co. "L" was lmmediately withdrawn from its sector and
sent ‘across the rallroad bridge to expand the bridgshesd. In the
meantime Co. "K" was receiving heavy small erms and artillery fire,
Enemy tanks were also reported operating against Co. "K", trying
desperately to amnmnihilate the small bridgehead before any help
could arrive, At 1140 Co, "L" was acroass the raillroad bridge
assisting Ce. "K" beat off comtinuous enemy counter-attacks. Due
to the construection of the bridge it was impossible to get tanks,
tank destroyers, or anti-tank guns scross the CANAL to strengthen
the anti-tenk defense of the bridgehesd., There, with only panzer-
fausts, bazookas, and rifle grenades, the two infentry companies
withstood almost continuous enemy armor and infentry attacks sgainst
the bridgehesd, At 1500 the Germsns launched & well=-coordinated
infeantry and armor attack, estimated at a battalien strength,
against the entire perimeter of the bridgehead. Our troops were
recelving continuous enemy mortar and artillery fire and by 2030
the enemy had made a small penetration inte the left flank of

Co. "L", At thls time Co. "I" was ordered across the bridge to
take up positions on both sides of the bridge to prevent the

sneny from destroying it or from cutting the route of evacuation
snd supply out of the bridgehead, Our mortars and artillery fired
almost continuously to help the infantry break up the enemy attack,
The 8l-mm mortars platoon alone fired more than 5,000 rounds in
less than 24 hours. At 2145 Lt. Ashmore reported the counter-attack
repulsed snd the enmemy dispersed, While our losses were compara-
tively heavy, the enemy losses were tremendous., Almost all our
mortar and artillery fire was observed so that a conservative
estimate of enemy casualties would be well over 300, The rTest

of the night was relatively quiet with small enemy patrols trying
to infiltrate cur lines, This Battalion had now been moving and
fighting for two days and two nights without sleep,

Casualties: 2 Killed; 9 Wounded; and 219 Prisconers captured,

3 April 1845 - CT 331, upon being relieved by elements of
the 96th Infantry Division, was ordered teo

move to en assembly area East of DELBRUCK.

The 1lst Bn. meintained its positions along
the LIPPE RIVER until relieved by elements of the 85th Infentry
Division, Relief was completed by 1745. During the initial
stages of the relief a heavy enemy artillexry concentration fell
in DOLBERG from 1450 to 1515. The Company "A" CP was demolished
end the compeny had & casuslties, 5 jJeeps and 1 kitchen truck of
the relieving elements (3rd Bn,, 378th Inf,) were destroyed by
direct hits. At 2030 the battalion crossed _its IP enroute to ita
new assembly area in the vieinity of HOLHOVEN, Fast of DELBRUCK,
elosing at 0430, 4 April 1945, y

At 1200 the 2nd Bn, was relisved of its
_positions along the LIPPE RIVER by elements of the 378th Infentry
and moved into an assembly area near SCHIEPER, At 1715, the Bat-
talion entrucked for HOVELHOF, 45 miles. to the Hast, arriving
there at 20004 ’ :

SEGRET C
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'_ 3 &rd Battaliom, A reconnalsssnce group
from the 95th Division arrived to make plans to relieve the 3rd

‘'Battaliom as soon as practicable. The bridgehead itself had a

very quiet day with very little ememy sctivity. all supplies and
evacuation hed to be done by hand, Battalion Headquarters Company
and all other availeble personnel were uased for hend-carrying
supplies over the bridge while the medicsl detachment evacuated
the wounded, At 1430 "K" Company reported 150 enemy infentrymen
assembling oen their right flank. Artilliery fire was rlaced on
them and heavy casuslties inflicted, No attack was made by the
enemy at this time. At 1800 the enemy attacked with a large

forece of infantry. At first it was thought that thils attack
might be as large and determined as the one the previous night,
However, when our artillery and mortar fire, as well as our asuto=-
matlie and other small arms opened up against them, the enemy attack
turned into a reut. Inemy troops were seen throwing their weapons
in the air and running for their lives. The entire attack lasted
less then 15 minutes and was disasterous to the ensémy, After this
atteck the enemy lost all interest in our bridgehesd se that
immediately after derk elements of the 95th Division were able to
relieve our Battallon without interruption., .At 2300 Major Sellers
received orders from Colonel York to move the Battalion to an
assembly area in the viecinity of DELBRUCK as soon efter daylight
as possible., Hot chow was waiting for the men when they returned
te the North side of the CANAL. This was the first het meal they
had hed since the initlal crossing of the CANAL. , The relief was
completed at 2400 and the Battalion made preparations te move

out by 0800, 4 April 1945, This Battalion hed now gone for three
days and three nights with practically no sleep, yet their combat
efficiency was high enough te repulse the most vicious ensmy

counter-attacks, ] :
Casualties: 1 Killed; 19 Wounded; and 29 Prisoners captured,

-

4 April 1948 -~ Orders were issued for movement of
’ CT 331l (=1lst sand 2nd Bns) to new assembly
aree East of DELBRUCK. €T 331 (=)

. erossed IP at 07356 end closed in mew area
at 1100, Regimentel CP closed at WALSTEDDE and opened et NEUHAUS
(878505) at 1430, OT 331 (-2nd Bn.,) was.given the mission of
following Task Forece Biddle on the Northerm route, protecting the
right flank of the Division and mopping up enemy resistance by-
passed. During this period the Regimental CP was located im the
Tfollowing towns in order: Closed AHLEN at 1000, opened at NEUHAUS
(6788507) at 1000; PADERBORN (711478) at 15003 and ALTENBEKEN

(835527) at 2000,

18t Bn. closed in HOLHOVEN at 0430 end
ate breakfast at 0630, The Battalion was assigned the task of
following Task Foree Biddle and of cleanling wup any by-passed enemy
realatance, By .1l100 the Battalion was on the move again with
Companies "B" and "A" riding tanks aend tenk destroyers, respectively

"and with Co. "G" in 2-1/2 ton trucka. The route taken went .
_through SANDE.and PADERBORN (7047), the Battallon arriviag at

ALTENBEKEN at 2000. Co. "G"_ swept the wooeds East of town where
enemy smell arms snd panzerfaust fire had been directed sgeinst
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plements of the 11l3th Cavalry, Some gbandoned panzerfauwst and
amall arms only weve found. Again a defense was set up, but most
of the men in the. companies were able to get some sleep for the
first time in sbout three days. =t

’ ond Battalion was now attached to the 115%th
Cavalry. Co. "Ets" riflemen riding on & platoon of tanks, a plat-
con of tenk destroyers snd 3 2-1/2 ton trucks left HOVELHOF at
0730 for HOHLS TADTERHEIDE, nine miles distant. The attack was
lgunched at 1030 ageinst a road block between KOHLSTADT and HORN.
Moving through thick forests and over hilly terrain. the company
advenced on 1tse final objective, =2 road block, which was reduced
at 1800 as the men, using merching fire, completely routed the
dug~in enemy. Orders were then received to proceed to and outpost
. HORN, recently taken by Co. "G". At 063Q Co. "F" moved out on
trucks from HOVELHOF and traveled 60 miles to an _ assembly aresa
five kilometers from PADERBORN., There the first platoon joilned
Treop "G" of the 113th Cavalry Recon Sguadron and as &an assault
team drove from BUKE to BAD DRIBURG. The fighting weas especially
difficult. due to: the terraln -.a combination of flat open country,
dense forest, and dug-in enemy infentry, The first platoon took
300 prisomers, During the fight in the woods sgt. Carl W. James,
a machine gunner, dlstingulshed himself when he singlehandedly
manned his gun to relieve the first plateoon which was pinned down.
The second platoon Joined Troop A" and jumping off from lta
assembly aresa, im the vieinity of PADERBORN, took the town of
ATTENBECKEN. - Here the second platoon was joined by the third
platoon and in &n attack ageinst light opposition book REFLSEN.

99 prisoners were taken, Jo. ng" left HOVELHOF at: 0800 and traveled 17
17 kilometers to ‘ESTERHOLZ. At 1030 1t attacked from the East

gide eof ESTERHOLZ through heavily wooded terrain, advancing 6,000

yards against scattered but well dug-in troops be successfully

complete its mission of opening a main supply route through the

HARZ MOUNTAINS on the right of elements of the 320th Infantry.

Go, "G" plus the Battallon Gormend Group arrived in HORN as

darknesse was falling. . .

. The Zrd Bettalion crossed the IP at 0730

for assembly in PADERBORN. Tanks, tank destroyers, and trucks were
used to move the battallion. Colonel York visited the CP att PADER=-
BORN end gave Major sellers orders to move the battalion on inte
EAST PADERBORN as aquickly as possible. The battalion was given the
mission of following Task Force Biddle and cleaning out any pockets
of Tesistance they might by-pass. AL 1600 orders were recsived

that the town of SCHWANEY hed to be cleared inmediately. Major
Sellers ordered the battalion bto move cut in =a column of companies;
ng gompany to lead out with the mission of taking over the cavalry's
positions at BUKE; nyn gompaeny to follow uK" Gompany end attack Ethe.
town of SCHWANEY; u" ‘gompeny to follow nIn  compeny and be prepared
" to mssist "I" Compeny in the accomplishment of 1tas missiom. "I
Gompanx-jﬂm@ad off at 1800 with one platoon of tanks send one platoon
of tank destroyers in direct support. At 2100 nyt gompany was in

— B -
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:the sdge of SCHWANEY meeting only light resistance, At 2130
the town was reported clean, In the meantime orders had been
recelved for the woods between SGEWANEY and ‘BAD DRIBURG to be
cleared as soon as possible, "L Compeany was assigned this
migsion and, as they were moving.through SCGHWANEY on, their mission,
Golonel York radloed that "L" Company’s mission was cencelled,
"I" and "L" ¢ompanies outposted SCHWANEY, The Battalion CP wes
located.at. BUKE with “K" Company., . At 2300 Lt. Ashmore reported
to the Regimental OP whers Golomel York instrueted him to have
Major Sellers send cne company to follew Task Force Biddle, one
company to eclean out 'the woods between SCHWANEY and BAD DRIBURG,
end one company to remain in SCHWANEY, . ;

" Casualties: 3 Ellled; 19 Wounded; and 429 Prisoners (aptured,

5 April 1945 - The lst Bn. wes assigned the mission of
cleaning out woods in vielnity of 850535,
taking the town of ERPENTRUP, eand having

‘ one gompany (Co, "B") follow elements of

Task Force Blddle on the Northern Route as. closely as possible, i

Companies "A" end "B" moved out at 0730, The remsindem of the

battalion was to follew as closely as the tactical situation °

permitted, The attack of the Battalion wes repid against light !

oppositlion over the following route: ALTENBEKEN, “MERLSHEIM %39.56 )s

HINMIGHAUSEN (8958), OYENHAUSEN (9158),.and ROLFZEN (978620), g

which was resched by 1450, 'The Battallon (=Go. "g") remained hers

the rest of the period organized for defense, (Co..!G! snd Go, "g",

736th Tenk Bn, were in Regimental Reserve in ALTENBEKEN, & &

2nd Battalion, As Co. "E" remained in
@Group Reserve, first in HORN and later in BREDENBORN to whieh
it moved with Battalion Headquarters shertly after supper, Co, i
"F" had two platoons attached to Troops "A"™ and "B" of the Cav=-
alry., ‘The third platoon joined Troop "A" and agalust skiff
resistance took the towns of NIEHEIM, BREDENBORN, end BORDEIN, i
The infantry fought as motorized troops, detrueking outside of !
each town or as resistance was encountered and deploying as’ {
regular infantry untlil the enemy was ocleaned out, The second
platoon joined Troop "B" to clear the towns of PONBSEN, OYENHAUSEN,
BERGHEIM, EVERSEN, ENTWERP, end SOMMERSELL. Lt, Nottage in charge
of the third platoon was declared Burgomeister of NIEHEIM for four
hours during which he expedited eivil affairs in a manner as to
bring praise from all, Co. "G" was attached te Task Forecse of the
cavalry, It conalsted of one section of combat engineers, one
platoon of light tanks and a platoon of the 83rd Recon, Troops,.
The company less the second platoon attached to Task Force Ritchie
attacked and captured the towns of OBERHESCHEN , VINSEBECK, and
STEINHEIM, It advenced 20 kilometers, kidled 6 and captured 40 :
enemy, .Task Force Rltchie attacked and captured SCHEIDER taking |
11 prisoners and killing 3, C 5

: 3rd Battalion, At 0730 "K" Company moved

out for BADP DRIBURG to follow Task Force Biddle and "L" Company

started on. thelr mission of cleaning out the woodsbetween SCHWANEY

end BAD DRIBURG, "I" Company remained in SCHWANEY., At 0900 orders
were. recelved to have one compeny take the Southern Route "A" snd
swing eround end contact the Cavalry whiech took the Northern.Route

"B" at VORDEN., "L" Company moved through the woods without sny trouble
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. ,and arvived et BAD DRIBURG at 1230, T" Gompany was ordered bto
move from SCEWANEY to BAD DRIBURG. "L".Compeny with ome plateon
of tenks snd two platoons of AA multiple .50 calibers and one
platoon of heavy machine guns followed Route Al . No resistance
- was eneountered by "L" Company until the hlgh.ground on the edge
of the woods mortheast of BRAKEL was ocoupled., At this peint
between two end three hundred Germeans were obgerved on the main
road from BRAKEL snd VORDEN. &ince the presence of our Task Force
was unknown to the Germesms, Geptain Windsor was able to get his ‘
tenlks, mechine guns, morters end multiple 8O celibers in position
to open fire simulteneously on the enemy, For thirty minutes there
was a constant rattle of the machine guns, ftanks, and morbars
firing into one concentrated area, It was glaughter., Out of the
estimated 200 or 300, over 150 were killed in the thirty minutes
end less them tem shots were fired back at us, From there "L"
. Compeny swept on North overrunning the towns of BELLERSE, ...
" BOKENDORP, snd ABBERURG, encountering light resistance, The town
of BOKENDORF wes teken by mistake due to getting on the wrong
roed, The Gevelry was contacted at VORDEN at 1900, at which time
the. enemy had the main read leading inta VORDEN cut by fire.
However, when our tenks opened fire on the enemy. they retreated,
RN Gompeny had followed the Cavalry end was at this time located
just west of VORDEN, "I" Compseny had been ordered to follew "L"
Company's route snd whenthey spproached the slte of "L" Company's
‘ambugh they picked up 35 prisoners who had somehow eseaped injury
by "L" Compsny, At 1980 orders were recelved to attack and
capture KAITENBERGEN snd to have one company teke over the Cavelry's
positions in VORDEN, "L" Company was glven the mission of going
into VORDEN end "K' Company to take KAITENBERGEN At 2130 MKW
gompany moved into_take the town eand heving only three snilpers
for oppesition had the town cleared by 2215, killing two Germans
d capturing six, At 2830 orders were received to send a strong
combat petrol to HOXTER and dotermine the enemy resistance snd see
if the bridge was intact, Due to the darkness of the night and
small ememy strong points the patrol beceame disorganized and was
forced to sbendon 1ts missien,

X Regimentel CP in AL TENBEKEN moved to and opensd
at NIEEEIM (9957) at 1500, '

easualt'ias:' i wéxmded; and 70 Priseners captured,

8 April 19485 - - 'Tne lat Battalion wes directed to continue
on its mission of cleaning up eny enemy .
pegiatance left behind by Task Force Blddle.

. At 1000 CT 331 (~2nd Bn.) was ordered to
move o the vieimity of LOWENDORF behind elements of the 115th

Gavalry. At 1540 instructions were issued by General Mecon teo

Colonel York that 4f heavy resistance from tenks snd smell arms

fire could nmot be reduced by the Gevelry, the Combat Team was to

pass through them and clear out the sector to the Weser River in
the vicinity of POLLE (1568). )

At 0800 ceptain Moore, Go. Hpt, was orlented
on the plan for crossing the WESER RIVBR. Co. "B" was te take a
aifferent route throwgh the weods, leading Northeast out of ;
FURS TENAU to POLLE. The armor got bogged when the trall wes fovnd
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impassable foxr Lanks, so caeptain Moore was directed to take
another route, the road from FURSTENAU to NIESE and asslst the
gavalry in the capture ef this town. About 1700 leading elements
of Go. "B" were fired upon attempting to entexr NIESE. " At 1720
the Battslion Commender radiced Captain MNoore thet the town was
clear and directed that he move to KOTERBERG and feed his men
before continuing on his mission.

L. BAA, DAl

At 1720 Go., "A" riding tenk destroyers, left
for KOLLERBEGK, its initlal objective, thenece to continue to
POLLE by way of RISCHENAU and FALKENHAGEN, passing through the
c;:;alr.y_' if ‘they were held up. Co. "C" was to follow Co. "B" on
orders = . - e, 5 —_—

geo. "Bt's" route in piteh darkness through
woods towards POLLE by way of HUMMERSEN, where enemy werse suspected,
.eliminated the use of tanks due to thelr vulnerabllity to panzer-—
faust fire, Therefore, Captain Moore moved out on foot., TUpon
resching the outskirts of HUMMERSEN Go. "B" was engaged by fire
from the woods ocutside the town and e bitter fight ensued with the
eiviliens also taking part and sniping. The period elosed with
co. "B" still fighting for HUMMERSEN, .

Co. "A" had encountered stlff resistance
behind the Cavalry on the outskirts of RISCHENAU, but by 2000 the
town was clear although there was sniping  snd. small arms filre _
coming inte the town sporadically. By 2100 cavalry patrols were
probing -the outskirts of FALKENHAGEN. frem which tank fire had been
recsived, Osptaln RBarber, Co. npn, was directed upcn completion of
reconneissance and conference with gavalry Group and Task Force
‘Commander HULSE, to go into FALKENHAGEN end pass through the
gevslry. The close of the period found Co. "A" in FALKENHAGEN and
fighting on the outskirts against stubborn infantry .and an estimated
2 enemy tanks, Cavalry atopped for the nlght planning te resume
the attack the next morming,

' ; Co. "E", attached to Task Force of the 125%th
gavalry, left for BREDENBORN at 0530 with the mission of taking
HOXTER, FURSTENAU was cleared by 1000 snd 50 prisoners taken, The
sdvance conbtinued feor a mile where =a delay was caused by two blown
bridges. Onece repaired, the attack continued end by 2130 BRENKSEN
was clesred after light resistance wes overcome and 25 enemy were
ceptured and 10 were killed, ) )

The second platoon of Go. npt was attached teo
Troop "GC", 113th Cevalry at SOMMERSELL and from there moved againat
BIES TERFIELD. ‘Though the enemy resisted stoutly, the Cavalry pro-
vided good cover for the attack of the infantry and the town was
clesred in = short time., The remainder of the company moved te
BIESTERFIELD by truek.  From there the 2nd Plateon moved out with
Troop "C" to teke RISCHENAU, Stiff oppesitien was encountéred
from the- enemy, with heavy small srms, penzerfaust, and direct AA |
gun Tire. The lst end 3rd Platoons following in suppert, now move_d
inte position with elements of Co. "G" and by thelr concerted
efforts finally drove the enemy © t about 2000. 60 prisoners were

teaken, '

-8 -
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Go. "G" attacking over open and rolling terrain,
‘alternating the lst and 3rd Platoons as resistance was met,
advenced through the town of SCHWALENBURG at 0800 against light.
reslstance and then precesded through the heavy woods on the East
of RISCHENAU to assist Co. "E" in the capture of the town. At -
0800 the motorized 2nd Platoon attacked and captured KANNADE.
In the afternoon the company rejoined Task Foree Ritchie and
moved to the town of HOHE against a few fanatical enemy, a
distence of §4 kilometers. There they captured 2 and killed 7
Germans, During this drive the troops rerely got more than three
hours sleep a night, sometimes less.

drd Battalion., The Battalion had & quiet
morning, "K" Company was in KAL TENBERGEN, "L" Company was in
VORDEN, "I" Company was in NIEHIEM with the_Battalion CP, At
this point the men were able to get a much needed rest as well
as a chanece to clesn themselves and thelr equipment up. At 1800,
Colonel York came to the Battalion CP and ordered Major sSellers
to move the Battallon, less "K" Gompany to FURSTENON, "K" Company
was ordered to move from KAITENBERGEN to VOEDEN. The Battalion
closed inte FURSTENON at 2100, Orders were received to have one
company follow the Cavelry East and move into BODEN. At 2230
word was received that the Cawalry had clearsd ALBAXEN and "L"
Company weas ordered to move there and reinforce the Cavelry!ls.
positiona, At 2400 "L" Company was ordersd to send patrols into
STAHLE and the Western.edge of HOLZMINDEN tc see if the bridge
wae still inteet. If STAHLE was unoccupied the remaindexr of "L
Company was to move there which Co, "L" did by 0500, 7 april 1945,

] ) ‘* Regimental CP moved from NIEHEIM and opened

‘at LOWENDORF (0661). at 1930, o ah
Casualties: 1 Killed; 8 wgunded:: and 138 Prisoners captured,
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"g" Troop, 126th Cavalry was attached te

.the Reglment aeffective at daylight. Co.

"o" reverted to Battalion control as of

: 0900, - Co, ‘"A" probed all night leong in

the Eastern adge of FALKENHAGEN end in._the weods to the Southeast,

but was uneble to make eny appreciable. gains against stubbern

small arms fire end inflltrating enemy infantry, After daylight

gome progress was made, but an enemy tiger tenk protscted by S8
Troops, covering a road bloek, prevented Co, "A" from bringing its

tank destroyers into mse, About 1030 Co, "A" advanced some 1,000 (\\

yards East out of FALKENHAGEN and engaged the enemy in a brisk

! d . and & wounded, Precision adjust-
soe forced tank te move, Co, "A"
resumed the attack end attempted to ocutflenk the: ‘gnemy infentry
and tiger benk without succsess. Finally as pressure was kepth up
the tanlk withdrew to POLLE pm teeted by infantry, Co. "A" kep! /
up sheady pressure and advanced to the outskirts of POLLE.at 17
where the left flsnk patrol of Co, "A" and a section of Bl-mm-
mortars engaged a l3-men enemy patrgl.ln the woods, our patrol
killing 6 enemy, the mortars killing 3, and the patrel capturing
3.  One eaaape&. '

Early in the artemoen one platoon of

tanks wes detached from Go. "B" end attached to Co. "G" for ita
attack against the high ground overlooking POLLE, A% 1580, Go.
g sent 32 priseners, ineluding 2 officers, captured in 'c-he _woods
and epen gmumdr Southwest of POLLE, back to the PW eage, In this
vieindty go., "C" was subjected to heavy enemy small arms fire most
f the afterncen, Capbain Moore, Co."B", with a platoon of tanks
ched, had a tagk force of his own_ and, after cleering HUMMERSEN
0745, sterted out with a strong patrol im pursult of fleeing
ater gending for the company to join him, He pushed om
£6../the ‘high ground west of POLLE before being pessed through

"Captaln Murphy, Go. "G" about 1100, GCaptain Moere then collected
the ‘rest of his compsny, backed off and moved on HEINSEN, attacking
this town sbout 1800, after an artillery preparation, and elearing
it by 1935 B.s(admnt light %o moderate eppositien.

o, "A" and Go, "g", after a 1l0-minute
artillsry preperation, including & minutes Qf smoke on the btown
of POLLE, jumped off at 1940, By 2046 Co, "A" hed advanced almost
1500 ‘yards end occupied three buildings 1n the Western edge of town.
The smoke mission fired by Co. "D" mortars was most effective end
also fired severel bulldings which illuminated the town facilitating
our atteckt, During this time Co, "G" was being heavily shelled by
20~-mm. ack=-ack guns end tenk fire and was receiving heavy machlne gun
" fipe both from the town and the woods, @o. "C" received fifteen
“casuslties befors occupying a single house so heavy was the enemy
fire on the troops of Co. "gY, Lt, Ritehle, Go. "¢", was woumded in
the knee sbout 2200, Onee.in the town, the burning: heuses both
assisted and hindered our advence, By midnight both companies had
& foothold 4n the town, Go, "A" ebout 20 houses and fo. "O" about
2, Go. " eneountered heavy enemy AA guns and mechine gun fire
from the . cem rw. ‘At 2000 the 3rd Platoon of Co. "A" yepulsed a
aeunter—attaq« = £ rom tho woods North of ?GLLE. ‘ ;i
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