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B ‘This brief history of the First Battalion,
331st Infantry, 1s dedicated to the rrestest soldier
end finest gentlemen that the men of the Rettalion
heve been privilered to know -~ the late Ceptain
Deniel . l‘oore, -former Compeny Commander of Company
“B", 331st Infantry, The finest tribute we oan pay
hin is to reprint the entry his company mede in its
Yorning Report upon heasring of his untimely death on
15 April 1945, from wounds received near Halberstedt,
tGernany, while he was in his usual position - at the
head of his Gompeny moving against-the enemy.

"This Company is in mourning for the greatest
man ever to be = member‘of this organization. Cant.
Moore is no longer erong the living, dut his spirit

will elwave hover over the_coﬁpanyiwhich he made so.

Divisionrits best Certein, He gaVe his life so that
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There is no tnngible wnY that the men e sho‘w their

been created. Every msn in

iy feel thet he was prlvilegea to serve unda? Cantein
}oore., Whatever honors we may amass in the future
will be in his memory. He will live untarnished in
AE our minds forever. Ceptain MooTe - May vour soul
é' rest in peace end heve the tranqui;ity which it did

Sff; not have on earth.” )

greet, The Compahy lost its greatést'friend_ahd the’

this Companv could continue on the road to grectness.
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o The unique shoulder prtch insirnie of the 83d Division start-
©1  ed to drew cuestions late in the summer of 1942 when the Division
i wrs strrting its reactivation in Camp Atterbury, Indiena; ehd the
people of that stete, especielly in Indianepolis were having their
Tirst chance to meet some of the men of the Division. ZEarlv in
November of 1942 the Division began its program of vigorous train-
ing. The 331st Infentry wes under the command of Col., Frcil D.
Porter while Lt, Co}, Lons was the First Battallon's Cormender.
The men of the Battelion were not too enthused bv the olev red scar
on the green, hilly countryside of Indiana known es Camp Atterbury,
The weather was cruel, the training extras vigorous, consisting of -
rugeed two week hivouac:, firing on the range in driving blizzards,
ertra lo:. hours on one of the toughest Renger Courses in the
countrv, end en sbundence of twenty-five mile hikes with full field
packs, Of course the men had a chance to relax every now and then;
especially to enjoy the hospitelity of the peovle of Indiesnamolis
who reellv went "all out® for the men of the 83d, The Rettelion
indulged in & vigorous sthletic program with Compenv “A% beines the
big power in basebell; basketbell and football, The men pitched
into the treining with so much enthusiasm end skill thet the Div=~
ision wes ordered on Tennessee maneuvers in the surmer of 1943.
The Battalion hed e new commander, Major Thomss F. 17cMéil; as
Lt. Col. Iong becsme the Repimental Executive Officer;, The Division
srrived in Tennessee in the vicinity of Lebanon, early in July and
discovered thet it wes the youngest division perticipeting in the
maneuvers. Its opponents in the maneuvers were the 80th Infen try
Division and the 10th Armored Division; The maneuver oconsisted of
eleght problems thet took the Division from one end of the maneuve
. ..erea to the other, The weether wes murderously hot, the chiggers
- unrelenting in their attacks, but the men of the lst Battalion
pleved the pame to the full, maroning dav and night without rest;
indulging in pitched battles .with both the enemy and the umpires
until one dey the maneuvers were over, the lest siren had sounded
ond the Bottalion moved into a rest area et Springfield, Tenn. where '
~rumors of -fifteen deax.-furloushs-began -to-¢iroulate, _The florgt 506 oo ol
< of 'the menidid leave:dn. tbeir“fuﬁ_; : ‘ sTeityiofilin shvil) *"“‘{;T?
~which consequently experienced's 'transp oriaié'“ﬁEeriy'ih"‘“ AR |
g Sent, the rcmsininp 507. of the men started their lons merch to their -
ik new su;tiuu, Ut Il_y B.I. eCniﬁridgu r.s...th.c teu i;: Fen‘tu"b‘i Ths m;vh
= “ome 200 miles in lenegth wes rough, especieslly when 1t was mede on
erd pevements under & drivine, cruel hot sun, The men unon arriv-
ing nt their new comp found it to be a good one with the pood sized
town of Fvensville, Indiena, only an hours ride ewav, By October
the mejori=~ of the men had received their fuloughs. In November
the Rettnlion, now under the cormmanc of Lt. Col. Neillson, went into
o period of treinineg that was to match the training &t Atterbury in
its intensity. The Battelion received numerous Division end Corps
tests end excellcd in o1l of them, soon becoming rocognized as onc
of the hotest Infentrv Battalions in the Division. It kept this
sene record up in sports where Comptnv iC" not only won the beskct-
bell crown in the Fettalion but elso took the Rogimental and Divisz _
ional titlcs., Company “A" took the basebell and foothall orowns
with Headouarters Company running close sccond in ell of the three
sports. The Regiment was now under such capable lesdership thet the
. cdvanced training was conducted end completed in record time., The
s Division pecked up end headed for the East coast on the last of
{. Merch to take "that bont ride"”,| The 1st Bettelion scted as Deteil
Rettslion on the "George Vashington” which was the Division's troop
“in, The old tub docked ot Liverpool on the 18th of Anril and th-
A7 +ha Bettalinn moved by Sre’  to the little tow Aggerly
Hall, After several weeks of collecting their equlpment they moved
Vuu LU B LEW BreD pu LAURbLwLl|, GOesSNlTre, WIASre LR6 hdpvassui wuils
ducted intensive treining for the coning invesion.  With this ever
present threct of combat henging over: them the men of the Bats talion
. sought relsxstion in thc town of Chester, where menv of the men o
found “"The Rrandway Palacc! tn Ye the plerce to wile ewavy the hours
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dencing with the assorted crop of females, In May the Battelion
noved out to Weales where it wrs to conduct two weecks of whaot was
latcr to turn out to be preoctically emphibious meneuvers, The
Battalion was stationed near TRAWSFYNND for part of the time, but
later moved to KOMaN BRIDGE, where the whole regiment was flooded
out in the last few davs of their stay there by a stresm whioh hsd
been swollen to flood level by a cloudburst, It wes quite a sight
watching tents, clothing and all types of equipment whirling dewn
the reging little stream, After this dose of rainy, cold wecther

the Bettelion returncd to TARFORLEY for anothor two week stay., They

then moved for SOUTHAMFTON, Englend, on the 16th dey of June and
were sailing from there on the 19th after spending one day at the
marshalling areas whore the giant "D" day aramadasg hed been propar-
ed. The Battelion finally landed in France, on OMaHa BEACH on the
twenty third of the month efter sctting off shore for five days
weethering out a terrifiec squall which whipped the channel into a
leaping frenzy and forced many of the men to use their little wax
bags, which all of them hed thought were unecessary bsggage, The
Battrlion ossombled around the town of BRICWULVILLE, France, On
the 26th the Battalion moved up through the battersd town of
CARENTAN, into the little town of CANTEFIE; France, where it reliev-
cd clements of the 10lst Alrborne Division, which had jumped inte
this area on "D" day. The Battalion was ready to test its bhattle
muscles and the opporthnity soon wes afforded to them.
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CHAPTER II

The 1st Bettelion wes the reserve Battelion of the regiment
while it was et CANTEFIE, and as a rcsult tho Battelion wns able
to do more troining end brush up on the finer points to mnke it r
smooth running outfit. Tho Bettalion, however, did send out patrols
at night to augment the informetion obteined by our front line
units, "C" Company proved to hove the outstanding patrol lceders
of the Division in obtaining cnemy inform tion,

Eerly in thc morning, 4 July 1944, the Allied Forces leunchcd
a gencrel atteck oftor o torrific artillory prcperation, and the
Battellon moved to its finel esscmbly ercn. The Battelion Cormandcr
was ordcrcd to Reglment to bccomc Regimeontel executive Officer am
thc Reg'mentel Commandcer, Colonel Mertin D. Berndoller wos killed
by cnemy rifle fire, Howcver when H Hour (1930) for the Battnlion
errived the Battalion Commendcr wes brok ot the herd of his bettnl-
ion, The Bettelion jumped off et 2035 in & coordincted attack
behind an artillery preparetion in the ordcr, “C*, "B, YAW and "pn
less ottrehments., Enemy ertillery wos hoavy but control wns main-
teincd despite casunltices. After heevy fighting in the famous
hcdgerows against a bitter and fanatically resistiag wnemy, "c*
Company wns able to ostablish a 700 yerd snlient into the enemy
lines, The fighting continuecd, being heavy until 2330, when tho
atteck was stopped by darkness and lnoredsing enemy resistonce, All
Componics were committod end casueltics were extremely hecvy, All
the 0fficers from Compeny "A" were injured or killed and n Tech
Scrgeant had teken over cormend of the Compeny. The lst Bettalion
was the only unit cf the Division thet made ony noticeoble gain e1l 4
during the dny, cdvencing nonrly-seven hundrod ynrds. On July §th - !
the Battelion jumped off ot 0900, oftor repulsing cnemy counter- }r
_ettecks,  The enemy.ertiliery and.

A morter.fire was oxtremely hocvy .
- but CotsiMChinndsiDl-wers ablpetioktak N¥e8:nt 1030,
Lgoin cnsualticégga'.%' “ﬁgiw&_ a ; TneTTighting lcontinued ‘e
the same "drag them out rnd knock them down' ‘lincs until lete in-
the afternoon, nftcr o gein of some 1300 yards when there wes o
momentrry lull. During the fighting both the Bettalion Gommander,
Lt, Col, Neilson cnd the Hc~vy Wecpons Compeay Commendor, Captein
Flovd souders wore scriously wounded, the leotter mortelly, After
& short rcspite the B-ottrlion jumped off cgrin nt 2100 with casunlt-
ioes continuing to bo hervy., On the 6th of July «fter twp deys of
hell the Brttelion sew prrts of .the 4th Division, fresh from its
triumphs ¢t Cherbourg, »sess thru to relicve them. The Battalion
-was put in Division rescrve ernd for the rcst of the dey wes only
cnnoyved by o little sniper ccetivity. On the 7th end 8th the Bett-
allion wrs on the move cgain following the 2nd Battelion and whenevor
+they werce hold up they moved out to pssist them, On the 8th Co's
"A"™ ~nd "C" mndo contact with thc ocnemy ond with tho aid of their *
tanks vere rble to meke sizoable grins (sizeable gains in tbhose deys
mcent taking threc or four hedgorows). Company "B" was cut off
from the Brttalion cnd pinned down hy enemy tanks, But their bozook:
men were unusually ecctive end were able to account for severol
cnemy tenks cnd assisted the Compeny in fighting their wey out o
the cncmy trep. Mconwhile AW and #CY received numerous casunltios
duc to encmy tenk cnd autometic weapons fire. On the ninth tho
Bottelion moved into en csscmbly erea preperatory to myving to
S4INTENY, The edvence par* - ~»>iwad in t- » nnd roceived s very
hepr b nz,  Tatialion still bn the miove up ™07 o vlaped &y
"A" wcre able to bring beck several prispners. Although our forecce
were quitce deplcted on both the 11th and 12th the Battalion moved
forwerd, tho rcsistoncc being lighter then previously ecncountored,
On the 12th tho troops dug in for the night efter gaining oquitc a
S bit of ground. The 13th, 1l4th end 15th wore quict days for our
T "petrols beecauso of our frequent shelling of the enemy positions.

n )



. ; 1 et ks L m‘;ar S i G -
‘ (m thea 17th tha Bpttolions moved oub o.t‘ it defensive po,siti‘xon to
cttock toross the La VRKDE pen:Ln,suln\»,: Cn uel:biesﬂwera heavy: end:.
the: Bottblion wrs forced to -withdraw-to—its origlnal position.. 'l‘ha
Bettrlion remeined in this pbsition until the 26th, During thet
time the Bettellon wre kopt occupied.by. o vigorous treining progre
rm, Also.cctive patrolling wes meinteined, -Op the 26th at 0530.
‘the Battelion egnain jumped off| in the: {'ttPCkc ‘Enemy. resistance:’
was strong end the Battelion Gomvnder wes killed while he_.wes at :
the Battelion 0P, but the Battelion continued moving forward cgoinst
determined resistence.. On the 27th the’ Battalion wag off in the -
atteock ngain with the line companies using gravpling hooks to trip.
the mines which the enemy hed pleced in the hedgerows,  The. atteck
progressed well end by lete afternoon the Battglion had ga;l.ned ts
objective. Early on the morning of the 28th.the Brnttalion follow-
ing the 2nd Battelion crossed the swamp,-{Their ell day march wes
merred only by o little bombing 9nd stroffing by the Luftwuffa.;. :
Contect wos made with the 1st Division end the Bettellonisettled:
in its new arec., The Battalion was now in n quiet arec far behind
the enemy's front. The encmy MLR hrd been broken cnd Jerry. hed.
been forced bock, On the 29th o few of the select were given the
opportunity to take showers, The. rost of, the time until the 3rd..
of August.wes spent i treining, On the. 3rd the Battalion assemble
ed in the vicinity of DOL, France. On the 5th thev moved up the. -
beech road towerd CuNCALE’ ‘mecting little resistonce.  Some: strong
points were met but 'Lhey were Wiped out: by dive bombing ‘missions,
- The enemy was blowing up his emmunition. dumps es he withdrew, ...
After checking the towns of CANCALE end. MELOIRDESONDLS the . Bettelion
- moved on towerds ST MulO.. After Savoge fighting, during which .time
the enemy wes using nok-—rc gu s o8 direct fire weapons the Bnttt'l-
“ion wes squeezod out on the right flenk of the Division,!’On.the”
9th the Bettolion entrucked end moved ‘towards ‘DINARD, where they
relieved ‘port of ithe 8th:Divi sionm On tho 13th: of\tiw ménth;the
Béttelioncopturedithe. airstrip abiLE BOURGEVEUX, . The fightingd-
was roughibut:, the Battnl on PW crige’ continuod *:tilling up.:cs theii «
intepg.e_r;ﬂi ating. £ the meéniofstha. Bettglion wea »-xorcinww ;

s0Tap.
;a:t‘. thia*caﬁtinuaditof; rive dowh : Ad ‘
bieveless; +The ;airper*“ wes:fi 1edmi:thab 'i"éea;- wine nnd. -
o atqckings.hlt nlso-hed e smalliSkegfred shina setiup. m‘nhﬁucmtgmé :
of:it- rnd\*the Company .CPS-Were lcscs*.te&aimmdergnound sheltersa:c
oemplete -withvhuaks, -olg¢etrie: dights cadnges: -decontenination - equ.tp-
meont,; Laoteron'the cvening of wvheclkthathe: Rettelion grptured sthai;
town.of ST LUNAIRE pg-it: continucaritsirelentioss drive forwsrdgts
. The.town wesnfilled. with mine:fieldstandithe L5th-wes, spentifiowe
. eleering:up the. fioldsnond -0ls0Q: &0 ~picdx5.ng~up & fow german vtruals : it
~ which the'encmy: had:¢leftibehind,. The tenemy; iibad. swithdrawnutora, . |
- fortross: outside /01 : thextown+lec atod elo 8o’ to(the Laeg;renlledwﬁj;ll
nL8" . . Qnuthe: atternoop of the-lpth samohgfwtne imen-hed stumbledna
“into-q; dqsarted pilliho ,x,«which wasrd¥ sqovtre& feoshave’ direot: vbalo= -
phoneseormunice tions wi’c,?1 &theu‘.’grt i 3.tsa;1:f,, el Germen interprgtez» ik
" sontacted:$he.Commonder-of -tho fort by ;phone rend: »161d him:that -his
- forces-wero: surrounded and ; t,hpt Jherwasgs 50 havgqxen,heqr inx~ ,{Whiehmm_ :
'-'_sur:en&e4 hisiforccsy -Th.e me:nyrgefﬁaetlhpnqmunmttqqhed
: wera*bmughtﬂupu They. seoredia, tdi&'@@tlhi}b’(ﬁﬂnﬁhﬂ JstasLL,éoora ey it
. the:fort ondrset: Off imateriel !p}lgiﬁh,=_gvtewrﬁamiﬁenqus ~En8 &‘Eeﬁ%ﬁ* Hijh
s iﬂg in the doaths. ef;huhundrea OT: :_Joranpfmme enemy. m;,& atlga gurrend- :
© er.of 1000.prisoners;«0h- thmf{é‘ hithe ,ﬁm ’*QmatxMﬂJ hafma'ggx &
i;i_&wea.anpﬂrtyr-Amidsmsevemlvq‘ 8 the Ane rionns %n’m,wq‘aéi i
e the : x q'n'gmavad pol ity es M
=é--t1*’etown On the

Dlnafd#vhérg; 14 2 Lg . bd

20%h, the i L

g itg. w;fy'j‘tg;‘ﬁxsgr LE sihdre
" ‘wes on.theimovai.
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,.gshilting uf pomitlonSxend ﬂh» B%tt lic$ o?edw.o tﬁf ) i
. NORT where’ 1% continucd lts! patrolling qaz ';_izies an ;ﬁhe 3151;
' of the month when it qudf VIGNUEX . in ha:vicinity of I“li“Tus :*z-d :
- ST NAZAIRE, = During their stav* in this! posiﬁion the compnnie,s oL

chenged position every: fmurldgvys, piving ench ‘a ichance; to bu.up

. . front end to 'send.out: prtrois,‘ 40 ‘conduct ‘training and'to" ‘gond mid

¢ ~in this area thc Battalion. conducted intenseivo:

‘. the appcarance Of: mroﬁh?za_proc 4Ur areds) ghp;_ﬁ'rsﬁ.’jgwggkgn :
/1. <.November wWas .spent:in running plato

to NANTES on prss or to witaess a few of the movies held dn'the

Pattalion avea, - On the 15th ef thé month the 94th- Division fresit;- 2

from the Sbetes, nrrdved to| teke over out positions. -’During tbf..‘

"few wacks of pabrol. nc*‘ivity'tnc woik of the ¥.F,I,, hcd! beon’ heli=

ful but thev did cause the Battalion a loStof worry with their ;

. queer way of fizhfing a werr on.the 17th of Septamben the Battaliia.

moved out to tho owi of MONTARGIS, -~0on their way they passed thr:

the towns of ALCE WNIS, ANGLRS BLOLS J.ND ORLEsNS, At ORLEANS tho
column wos nearly mnbb@d b thn, Fronch civilions who ‘stood on Mob::

sides of the streets, showering: the men with ‘fruit and offectiones.

‘greetimgs all aleag thé way. Arriving at MONTARGLIS on the 19th ti.

.~ Battalion speat four doys %“usbing up on their trainin % On tho

23rd the Besttalicn wag oi bhe move egain pas: sing thru

MTHIEL, COURTINAY, BRAUCOURT, IORRAINE end then into BUXEMBOURG ___,:

" The Battalion moved into the town 0f WLIERﬁN(}b undex, the cover c:t‘;_," :

~ darknegs. The Battalion was ‘now m Regimental reserve wiile thev .
other two Battalions were cloging: uhe popketga n the enemy -between i .

..our positions and the NCSELLE RT ER, ! '0n the 29th the Battalion @ '

: moved to the vicinity of CAN&CH n%cpqtory +t0' ¢l eaning the enemy e

' out of the resh tho towns on this side of.:the MOSELLY; ¥ on the’ .
night ~7 the ?'?th ‘and ‘thé merning-of: the’ 30th Compeny "]3" captura& ek

the town of BHIEN end vA® Coupany, although fighting fiercely, was ‘

'unab16 to take the fown of WORHEIJANGL. .Casualties were rather |

3
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ties. nt- was fairly qt :
‘The enemy -did shell the, front” line-a: : Y. J
“wegren't too many caauqltleq., .:Als0 ‘uhe e wer ite a fow buzz-
bombs ovérhesd, but no cne;minded as: long as they continued pessifit-
overhead.,  On tne 7th the Battalion jurped . off inithe at%ack agc_., -
this time "C" Codpany aettacked and took the town of WORMELDANGE, ./ -
aftor somo bittor fighting’ nr\d nBv Company took the town of OB.JP& (1 o
 MEIDANGE. on the,dth out positions werc taken over by the 330th- 1 i
. Infantry, and the Battalion moved to. the ‘vieinity of NXUDORF, S
While in this sres the men were given passes to the cﬁ,ty of an Pt
" BOURG where tuey indulged in fhe luzury ofi¢e cream for' the firsy,
time in nearly hal? & yeors *EB" Compahy ‘noted as an honor guard
for tho Division review held for General Marshall, On the 13th 1
the Battalion moved tu tho vicinity of THIONVILLE where: thoy wero : '
to conduct training on tlc Attack: of Forﬁified ‘Positiéns using t.lmi}'- .
0ld Maginot Iino fortifications, m"ter sgveral-days. of :treiningiifi . o
here the Battelion moved x;‘+he town of CONTERN ‘Tuxembourg, Whi
{raining and slso
ran soveral CPX!s, The only other activity|of note wds. tha! ‘presovs
tation of awards. to 15 men; in- the., Ba\tt 13 on;by General Mocon and :

' tests, " Lelutcnant: CO.Lonél*N,é}il‘SO £ _
. received 5 July 1045, Toblnnc ~ﬁ% iment .8 Novernbs

the 15th of INoTenber Sook Oven: snd crzx--,.-,j:he; Batta_

Snntt, [The . orly. uc* =74 4 O & ths 9ﬁ3 week wsg arfire whlch“"’*"‘ﬁyé3
out in "C" Companmy-'s Area and which had the company out forming
L RPUCK2L orLgnaces ‘uulm; SOOI Ui ruﬁ(‘: A LG AL D LDV VAU e fpM e AT LN
the Battcelich movedito tho) vlcmltv;‘oﬁ Hik ING, Frtmcé ’;iwhere

wos to- spoarhécd the D :f:ﬁrl‘s-loli ;;::tb’a.. helihyod
",After rcmrinlng 3.01e0
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Bl back to LANPCH when the ordar to orossfthe Mosalle was:rasoinded.;
:0n the 17th the first patrol waa ‘sent into Grmany and. ‘thereafter

patrols vere sent out every,in ght ‘with Company "B" belng very :
succesgful, penetrating deep into enemwfterritorv locating targetS-
far our srtillery.:. Otherwise, the front was reletively quiet, The,
companies reported a -1ittle enemy 'shellihg and there were a -few ..
casuslties, The men engoyed Thenksgiving Day dinners in comparete
ive quiet, During ‘the rest'of the month the Com-anies spent their

* time in petrolling snd the reserve company spent its time in plete
, oon training, A few passes were granted and all of the excitemens
" wes confined to the ettempts of ‘German patrols to broak : ‘thru our

lines, but they were always discovered: and driven back across thi

“j‘ river, On the 6th of December the Baottnlion was relieved by

e

elements of the budly mauled RoudtierDfeisidn. The Brttalion arriv..
in the new area on the seventh, after passing through parts of
BEXLGIUM gnd HOLL&ND, TFor the next few days all of the Battalion

r" instsllations roceived heavv shelling from enemy guns,’ ;ﬂmgr 11¢

.. mortel Iregments, * The Regimental Commandor ‘wha evacuated and &
. . ncw commandor, Colonel Welthour took his plece.. On -the 22n4 the

1ied forwerd and csteblished eont?ct with the 3rd Brttnliop on tha'

- Division rnd Cofﬁo crtilloryltofcut the$

7. comranigs sent out several patrols to probe the town ofSGEY to |
“their front, At. lhbS,;%gyombor 11tH>"A" Company attacked the sout’ -

west part of the town a afiter a Tierce night of hend to hard

? combet in the r%iied houses of the town menaged to establish m f66'4 if
‘llt = i

+hold, At 1020, 12th Cnptnin Moore led Comnany “B" and o
platoon of atteched tanks into GEY, ‘capturing 112 priséners in en fe,
hour end a hnlf and scouring the town by noon. Co "C" moved out . |
i to- clecan up the surrounding area,  For threq dnys “C* Cqurny f~£;;
Tought its woy thru cnemy mine’ fields end stubborn cnemy rcsist-\:
‘ance, cover edvecncing forvierd even. though 1ts casualties were rether
hoavy. Onr the aftcrnoon of. phe 20Fh the Resimental Commander, - i
" Goloncl York cnd the: Bettelion 8-2 1t,! Clovenger wore wounde& by W

s i
»

“RBattrlion movod jato the town of KUFFLRA whcre it oontinuod
patro'ling right. gﬁw§g th .

. 21l hed o Christmes ‘trce of | gol - 80 oL a.

“noon of the 25th the Bn ; ‘od by the 104tl

chd moved to LACHEN, The men hod-e day of rest therc and then wor:

on thelr wey egein, tﬁ¢s time to moct tho German counterethrust =

into thc BELGIUM territory, which wes to bo known as the, Bettle . .

“of the Bulge. The rost of the month found the Bettalion reliovinm:. |

clemcnts of the 75th Division cnd sctting up mine fields cnd bord
"wire dcfenscs, Duc to the cxecssive number of mincs that our: unlgﬂ‘
was leying there wore scversl minc aocidents resulting in the lov 3

. of sevecrrl moent!s lives, Theé| Bettolion moved iegain, this time to

. the town of LILRNLAUX, While the Bettalion wes in this arce the

/éaa Bettalion S-3, Coptoin Brrt, who hed been wounded :about July
t

h ruturned to the Brttelion, 'on the -night of the 11th Co's pan
and Co “"C'" jumped off in thehnttsck towords-the town of LANGLIER,
The going wes rough due to-thc intensc cold, the depth of the

“ - snow ond encmy.tenk - infentry teoms, cgsunltlos vicre: rathor henvv;
~but the enemy wes pushed brek end quite nnumber of prisoncrs werc:

- taken., The town was teKen -on the 12th ﬁt 1330, ' The Companios tod*
0ff egoin in the atteock nt 2 25 with. “B Compeny ottecking througr
 the woods towards COURTIL, n the 1Lth Go's WAY ond. #B" hnd push-

~right, ' Thesc two companics! immcdirtely prepnred n defensive

‘position setting up minc. ficlds tnd also prepering. bnrbed.wire
~defenscs, ~The Britrlion wed|toidrsvoiforward iin **tempt to <3u,"=
theo =i+ HOUF: ?IZE cnd "MTRMIroad, At 1200 ,January 17, the”®

ist Battallon

The yny wos clcered thru/the|woods for




s They surprised several enemy COOVOys on the Ioa a
s gunne,s of Comneny "B" had a field/day mowing aown Germana and
" trucks. The Company pushed aheadfso rapidly and aggressively that
by late afternoon November 18 they wers on the objective, but,
nearly isolated due to the density of the woods and the: rugged
climcsic conditions. On the 19th the Battalion was relievédgand
the men had a chance to come baek to the dyying tents where they .
could soak up some warmth for the first time in several weeks,
Trench foot had played havoc with the men but they gemely stuck .
it out and blasted the enemy back and assisted in hemmering the
Bulge flat, The Battalion moved back to ALSNNE where the men had
a chance to-clean up, sec movies and go on pass to nearby LIEGE
or to PARIS, ete, Treining took up most of the time of the men .
during their stay in ‘this area, the only occassions breeking the .
usugl routine being the awarding of Bronze and Silver Stars by thr'
Division Commendcr and the holding of an NCO ‘party, 0n the 6th o
February the Battalion movcd again this time to BERNEAU, The move
was made under the strictist of security measurss, ell markings
being scrapped off a vehicles, shoulder patches were removecd and
the personncl of the Battalion were forbidden to fraternize with
the Belgium civilians, Thec time in this area was taken up with
training and a few night problems were even inserted in the
training schedule. With tho attack on the Roer starting the
- Battalion moved u¥ ready to follow the attacking elements, Aftor:
a short stop at OIDTWEILER. Germany the -Battalion moved across
the Roer, thru JULICH into GARZWEILER, where it joinod up with a
combeat team from thc 2nd-Armored Division and started off on. its
wild race across Germanv, stoggnng temporarily to consolidate its
"positions at the town of HEMM The rapid advence continucd
until the Battalion with the rest . of the' 331st ‘Infantry Regiment
‘reached the Rhine in the vieinity of NEUSS, being officially ‘
credited as the first American unit to reach this groat water e vy
barricr. The Battalion immediately started to set up road blocks i
~‘and to conduct .a military government ‘in the area,” Whilo in this ol
.area_ the companies&start‘ Lo train pgain, W th empha 5 oy
"""'fr.‘lqvarwgnp gingy: b Boe
‘"feow movies ghad™t ;
The Battalion left this arca on the ol o vod - 51¢
to the Duteh border where they wers to! u:n&hot more assault boa
training on the MEUSE RIVER, The Battalion ‘was the only unit of -
the Regiment stationed in HOLLAND, ' several .parties were given
and also passcs wero authorized into Holland towns, On.the 29th
the Battalion mcved out of its area and crossed the Rhine river
near WALLACH, The Battelion moved inté an assembly erea, the men
now Tidlng on tanks and TDs instead of trucks, Tho Battalion : £
continued on the move passing thru OLFGEN and KOLONIE HERMANN and &
‘scveral other towns, oll of which worc|sedocked with white surrch-
“der flegs and sullecn faced . civillans who weora still shocked by th:
“ 'Amepican blitz tactics, Thco Battnlioh was protceting the flenk
- of the Second Armored Division. along the ‘edge of the RUHR valley. -
The Battalion moved out of this position on ‘the third, passing
through the towns of SANDE ?nd PADERBORN, following.the 113th
S Cnvnl§¥i .0n the fifth thoy asslgted in thb capture of the town |
"~ of ROIFZEN and o:ntinued on thelr drive toward the WESER river, ..
“Companics A,H,C werc gll meotlng stiff resistence end. i% took & ¢
‘. day ®f intonsc fighting to rcech this! ¢bdective¢ 1135 pril 7t
~ Company "B" captured the town of HEINSEN: while f1An and ugv i -
~ companies were fighting fiorcely for thertGWn ‘of 'POLLE ! fat’ 060
‘on-the 8th ofnApril. and’ after inter=o fighting egainst fannti
" 888514 Wehrmacht troops. Companies "A" akd Hrf wopvturaﬁ POILE, |
- Meanwhile "B" Company was attached to the _’frd Barralion and cross- ol
U UG Wanousii Wi GBI LUy um.t] n&a HEINSEN.;&& :--"Guab} Lk Qb CGEO ?‘

& the | WESER 'at { POLLE an@l m 13
?ﬂ %m & tho o orw

] rost of thelst Battalion:
' to. move fﬁﬁwnrd stquing;
“While in this 'area’ the Bt

/i Leiutenant Colonel: Kuhlmrng
ENeilscn, leav1ng & >N
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Breoutive ofricer, On the 12th Bhe Beutelion S0xSed ofh Lby OBy
rrce noross Gormony rnd ih the| viol ity ‘of the ﬁ,___‘i,-nloﬁ::\rﬁ;umsmz N
aniel M, Mo

the Comprny Commendey, of  'B" Gomvany, CepteiniDe Mopre Was i<
-. mortrlly wounded by.q?Gér@nﬁﬁﬁﬁbgpgﬁﬁgrty. LOfi jthe 13th Bhe:: 4. oo
" Bpttrlion moved on to' the town of CAL E where they were to, protect
- 'the supply route fromﬁthQ¢Southﬁﬁﬁnt'mignightAtgeanttg;iQh;wasig, ok
. elerted to move up to the tawa of BuRBY and then over t grELBE 3

"B"-compnny'crossed}w1thout“tdb much trouble and was glven the & - ...
“mission of nssisting thefzndiBattﬁlion'whd-hnd‘orosaea”edr;ier;PjOﬂ?'
the 1Lth the rest of ‘the Bettallon moved across the ELBE,. Upon' .

moving into their eren aeross the river ‘ Cpmpenies YA and “C" ran
© into enemy fire nnd strongpoints which ﬁqld then up temporarily end .-

- coused rather hervy casualtles. }hﬁ;this;tima,cgmprnyfFC“g§ost?its, e
£ " Company «-mander, Ceptein Patrick Murphy, who was fetelly wounded = -
“4 . by enemy machine gun Tire, while directing his compeny from the top .
> % of a tonk, Mter elimineting this enemy strongpoint the.companies
7 ‘moved into the towns of KiMERITZ end TOCHEIM end set up defensive -

. positions, During this time the enemy wes using'every medns ot his

%~ disposal to knock out the bridge across the Elbe; the Luftweffe

i straffed ond bombed it, the ertillery shelled it, floeting mines

- were sent down the river rgeinst it and also swimmers were. sent to

_ nssist in its destruction, but ell to no aveil as the Brttelion hung,

- ‘on grmely protecting 1ts small chunk of “living smoe", Forly on

the morning of the 18th the enemy threw o full sized counteratirck

- estimnted os 2 Battrlion supported;with‘armor,_which_renlly‘threate.:\
 ened the entire bridgechced, Due to the heroic snd courrgeous work .. ’
of "C" cnd A" Companies the countercttrok wes stopped after fHeprly .

.~ 10 hours of fighting. sfter-this soore, the noxt few dnys were 4

iz 'gpent in improving positions, sctting up mine fields cnd ‘brrbed .

~ wire entenglements, Also "C" 'Co ond uBt Go sent out soeveral petrolc’
we" Co clerring out the town of STECKBY and suriounding frens, On
the 22nd word wos roceived of an’ cxpected contoet with the Russicns :
ns n rosult severrl flerc signnls wiré to be used and men wore to o f
be on the eclcrt. The front wos very quiet for the next fow days- : '
_..ond the-expected mooting with the Russinns nevor, did metoriclize, :

hoWeveryitheydid.ll
‘thg¥a0r3§%§g¥%%¥rma
-~ when the 329th Regirent movcd il the large town orio
"% without firing n shot, Tho mighty German boast. Wwes brecthing hl
= 1nst, his strugglcs wcre bceoming fower cnd fewek, in'fect Germon o
soldicrs werc surrcndering in lcrgc groups in order to rvold the on - -
rushing Russirns. Tho VWer wag appronching its conclusion rnd everyk.
onc wes holding on hoping rgoinst hopo thot/it would soon cnd, The
Commenics were engerged in treining retivities and plso USO shows
rnd prscis wore koeping tha men ocoupied, On the 5th of Mry the [
_Bnttrlion withdrow bock ceross the river jto. take over Militory @ -
. affrirs from the 2nd ‘Armored in its rren west of the ELBE, From I,
"~ this drtc until thc wer wies officirlly ended on 8 My ‘theiBnttelion '
continued moving from onc arce to the othor:tnking-cnrejof Displce~-
“cd Pcrsons ~hd hendling militery offrirs, .The Bettellon was cpproo=- .
ohing tho ond of its fighting dcys in this thortre, It hod distin= -

et

i = -
H AL Yy g

* guished itself in brttle cnd Was justifiebly proud of its herocs
ond its breve fighting men, It was the couroge nnd tighting spirit:
- of men like thesc that orishod the mighty Goerman wer mochine and -
it wes their just right to shdre=§n;theyﬁruitsﬁptqthe]vidﬁ¢r¥;¢nd
..to onjoy c ‘quiet thttthSnstﬁyempqrﬂff?}but:pcrmanent;;fiyﬁpe‘?ﬁ,
- veteran fighters pauSGa'to?sdluﬁo:th61r:Gomr&des;h}in*%;hrma“whb,

" had mede .the suprcme sacrifiQQQ;gbﬂt'likefﬁlegdbd.Amuribﬁhs;tth
minds wore on tho future ofathﬂir}homégiqnqgtdmiiies.Q’Thgiﬁﬁéﬁg i
drcems now hed & chance *~ “e rea’”’i=zeds’ they soon would .be bock in

the good old U.S.A.
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Vaddia addey -

V-E Day found tho Bettalion sot up in the town of OSTRRWEICK,
in a militery Govcrament sctup whon thc word was received: thnt
hostilitiocs hed ccosed, The ending of the war did not make too
grcat on impression on the men of the Battalion but they really -
did cnjoy themselves when thoy reccived a V-E day ration of liaquer.
Up being relicvcd by elemcnts of the 30th Division, thoe Battaliom
moved to the vieinity of GR:ENE, The Companiocs so£ up road bloeks
and surveys werc made of all industrial and supply ipstallasiosis ia
the area, Tho Battallion CP was loceted initially at GREENE, but
moved to a more contral locstion at GANDERSHEIM, in whioh tewn v(Qw
Company was also located, Tho rest of tho montﬁ;st May was speat
in removing all DP's from the area and returning them to their
own homo lands; Also thc men of the Battalion received furloughs
to the Rivoria, England and Peris, Sovoral presecntations of wwerds
wcre mede during this period, But most of the time was spent in
manning road blocks, An aggrossive athlotie program was in opor-
ation with Company "C" and Company "A" providing the fireworks in
the softball leegue, Sevcral swimming pools wore set up in the
town and also the Battalion was trcated to a nightly movie, oithcr
at thoir own theatrcs or et the theatre at the neardy 115th Eveec,
Hospital. OR thc 16th of May several high point men of the
Battelion were given furloughs home for eventual discharge, 'Leter
in the month beer gardens wore nlsced in oporation and Division
hed sct up a rest conter in BsaD HLRZBURG, Replaccmeats wore .

recoived for the Battalion and the T/0 wes beginaning to look normel

agoin, The usual troubles of hsndling roturning German soldiers
and other 1ittle problems o® military govermmeht worée the only
headaches the Battalion had to contond with. Rifle ranges wicre
onstructed by each of tho comranles., Pictoral histories of the
~Division wore distributed to men of the Battalion and tons of mail
‘went out in the last part of tho month how when censorship rogul-
ations were lifted, Tho men of tho Battalion had a c¢hanco to rest
<+ wp and take it casy for nge. Rod Cross @lubmobilas mado -
i Screral visitsito tHE B o duris zmonthee Mo month,
“pith rurorsiets '

s
.

“The Battalion-prefarod to make its noxt move 1y a\ $
This time it wes strippod of all of its Eaptured vaohioles and look
od oncc sgein like o normsl outfit, and nothing like the 518 “Rag
Tag Circust®, Thc 6th of June was a holiday in honor of theo "D®
day lendings of 1944, On the 9th of June the Battalion moved out

of GaNDEKSHETM on its way to tho Third Army area in southern

Germany. Aftcr bivouacing on tht road for one night the Battalion .

arrived in the new area in tho vicinity of PASSAU, Gocrmany, where
it wos to relieve clcments of the 13th Armored Division and the
5th Infantry Division., The Bpttelion CP was now loceted at
SIMBACH, The noxt fow days were spent in making surveys of all

© - 4nstallations in the erea., "B" Company was guarding roed bloocks

" 4in the vicinity of FHRING and the othcr compsnics were patrollipg
around tho town of SILUBACH, ZFor those troops not engaged inppatrole
ing sround-thesc areas there was training, athletics and a little

I & E training. Men wcre being sent on passcs to Riveria, Paris
and U.K. and also to the Division Rest Camp. Ranges were built’
‘in the arca end the Compenies ell moved back into the town of
SIMB4CH on tho 24th of Junc rcady tc follow a rigorous training
schecdule, The rest of the moiith was spent in improving the verieus

..~2'ahnrate setup with each company hsvirie a mgee hall, heer prle
and dance alisg, ¥ had a photo shop, a Jjewelry sm#cn,

Battalion denco hall, beocr gardens, swimming pools, two bathia

stable and a Battelion movie house., L !

) ; 4 ‘I r i il ¥ ! 5
During July the men of thc Battelion had an‘ppportuniyy.to

j 3 I
I -

eompany ’“=tallations ir "o town. The Battalion soon he® an N

beaches and nearly cvery conv@nianco'imaéinablo;,inoluding'a rghipgﬁ"'
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< moke cxcursions on tho Danubo and to visit the Division rost )
™  ccntor at PabSAU, Also numcrous Bpttelion Parados vcre held oa
w7 the ncw BRattalion Prrade Ground, 'a parade being hold every Friday
aftornoon., The Companies held prrtics soveral nights a week, us-
- ing the Hungarien bond from "A" Company to provide. the music.
i, Several USO shows were put on during this period. such namcs as.
1+, Jeck Benny ond Bob Hope boing.foaturcd., On the 15th of July tll
" militory government dutices wcre teken over by the 102nd Division,
Also &1l the "85"-point mon in the Bpttalion werc rcdeployed to
the 99th Division; in exchan%e for their low.point men, 'Also oh
the .15th of Tuly; MDORL FIELD, at BIRNBACH was dedicetod in honor
of "B" Company!s great COmpany Commander, The rost of tﬁa month
wes spent in tho running of Platoon Combat problems by tHeo rifle
companies, There was practice mortar firing by both the 60 and .
81lmm mortar sections. Tho entortainment for the month wss varied,
the men wcre treatod to movies at the Battalion thoatre ahd also
scveral U shows at PaSSiU, The Bettalion hardball team playecd
several gamcs during the month and shQWQd that 1t had plenty of
power,

\- B : "

; The month of August found the Battalion winding up 1t3 training
‘getting recady to go to.the GRAFINWOHR Training arca, on mancuvers-
¢ On the 15th of August 1945, tho Bbttalion*assamblod to celcbrate

- the 3rd Annivorsery of. the Division. On the same dey the .chcering
news thet Jepan hed decided to "throw in the towel" was received
; end the men of the Battealion begnn counting up their points and - .
... the number of months that wereeto clapse before they were to return
home. The Tinal end crowning| ncws was the cancellation of mancuvors
The mon of the Battalion hed excelled in thoir wertimo duties spd
os August drow to a tho men wore awniting the tuture, the .

Pl

’

£1514 of bottlo.

The mon of tho Batthlicn had e?céllsd oni tho

pride cnd satisfaction of e hard and dangorous. job well .done, |-
Many Wlll carry back with thom to civilien life the same high écnse
~of duty, loyslty and homsr that characterizad their unselfish and
""e“emplnry conduct in combat.‘,! Loty ‘ e B8
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Th'ey could look back on:their days with the 1st Bettalion with deap._-‘;
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i~ i‘;ritiah Orde
(Tfﬂgt. WOJ

I.uxombourg Medal ‘ :
(T/Sgt. wojmn- e CO ﬂAHJ

Belgium Award (Pendin e
“(Pfe, Philip Streit-}v Co "D")

Legion of Merit (Pendin_g) Mty
' (GApt. Daniel Moore " Co uBn ,

3 .:-‘l ﬁ.?‘

Distinguishcd Service cross* gPendfngf A

- Pfo, Vester skinner -'Co" 'B" i
Pfo. Cherles Agnew' ~Co’

Sgt. George: Gaydush ‘co'
S/Sgt. Charies Pate | ’- Co.
Capt, Pntrick Murphy - co
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