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Third Battalion, 331st Infantry
APO 83, UoSoArmy

BATTALION HISTORY
FOREWORD

On D plus twelve the Third Battalion, 331st Infantry after a
fast heectic time in a marshalling area, near South Hampton,
England, boerded ship enroute to France, During this TTrin,

the channal was extremely rough and the ships were forced To

lay off Omaha beach until D plus 19 before we could disembark.
It was guite a relief to get back on land, However, it gave us
our first realazation of w 7e marched off the beach and saw
the large cemetery that wa rted just eighteen days before,
e agssembled in a large Tield r the beach and then marcihed

0 an area one half mile south of Bricqueville., After spending
the night in this location we moved south of Carentan near lMeautis
to relieve the 10lst Airborne Division, The relief was accom=-
plished by 1830 on 27 June }944, The day by day history of the
organization follows.

o7 June - During the remeinder of the night the troops remained
fairly quiet. A few German patrols were seen and the enemy sent up
a few flares. Some of the boys became a little trigger happy,but

aside from that, nothing eventful took place, O

28 June = The Germans no doubt realized that they were faced with
green btroops, so they began sending outv numerous combatlt patrols
to feel us out. At exactly 1433 the first German was reported shot
about 25 yards in front of the OPL of L Company., He was brought
in and died while enroute to the Aid Station. Throughouv the day
we received quite a fewsrounds of enemy artillery, They finally
oot "zeroed in" on a church steeple we were using for an C.P,.

No casuslties were suffered but the C.,P., was moved (o another
position, During the whole day of ficghting the entire battalion
had seven casualties, the first one being an aid man out of

I, company. |
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29 June - As we had some eneny activity behind our OPL last night
it was thousht advisable to evacuate all civilians from the area
to eliminate any possibility of their participating or aiding the
eneny, During the day we accomplished The evacuation but in doing
so I company discovered a young lady who had been Xilled by enemy
mortar fire., Her family would not leave until they saw her buried,
so Chaplain Cossette gave the last rites for the femily in the
Battalion C.P. The girls body was buried in the family plot by
civilians and the C.I.C, *

The first big accident accured today then K Company was passing
out ammunition to a platoon that was going To occupy the OPLe A
rifle grenade was accidently dropped wounding-l3 men, seven of
which were evacuated. Throughout the day we were dept on the alert
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still present., One lesson learned in the days action when a senstry

on post heard movement toward his position and being green, as we A

all were, shouted a challange, This was answered by a burst of N

fire from a machine pistol, hitting him in the back and killing Q&gﬁx;
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29 June ( cont'd, This incident was told T 111 personnel so
that everyone would profit by this experience, They began to
realize that if they remained in the shadows an remained quiev
that they had a distinct advantage over anyone approaching
their position,

30 June -~ Today was payday, but the men had very little interest
in receiving their pay. Their minds were eccupied with the Pask
before the However the agents finance began paying and some of
the men again had money in their pockets. The tactial situation
remained somewhat the name a8 the previous daye
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o ) Battalion Hi ry, 3rd Ney 331lst Infang.y, continued)

lst, 2nd and 3rd July = During these days, practically the same
things took place., We sent out patrols aand so did the enemy. QOur
patrols were not very sucecessiul, but we were gaining very ime
portant experience, Also plans were being made Ffor s large

scale attack, '

4 July = This was the day battalion put on their first attack,
A terrific arvillery barrage was laid down at 0425, It was the
Tirst time any of us had heard anything o its equal, This
barrage was léfted at 0435 and the attack was launched with

L Company on the right and K Company on the lefs, I Company in
reserve, Fog and smoke Pfrom the artillery barrage was hanging
low, observation of %he cnemy was poor and for the first hour
and a half the advance was quite rapid. However at 0525 the fog
lifted and the eneny startved laying in everyihing they had,
pimning Company I and ¥ dovn, The cooks and bakers and bulbtchers
Occupying the enemy positions inflicted heavy casuslties on
both companiez, At 0800 the tanks arrived and the avtack was |
again launched only to be stopped the second time, Colonel Shuster
was wounded at 0937 and by VOTO Regiment, command by Colonel Long .
after the death of Colonel Barndollar, Major Brown assumed com- SN
mands At 1100 following another artilleryg barrage, preparations '
were made and the attack launched with Company I following light
tanks, passing throuch Company I and Company K on the left,
Company L to return to Battalion Reserve, This attack also SCOP=

o

ped short and the battalion was vold to hold positions now

gccupied and await further orders, Casualties during the day were
heavy,

> July -« During this day our positions now held were consolidated
after another unsuccessful stab at the enemy, Three prisoners
were taken and it was learned thet they were from the Second SIS
Pangzer Divisiom, Das Reich, © Parachute Regiment,
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6 July - On the 6th the First Battalion with Company I attached
had lauvnched an attack driving ahead some 1000 vards, suffered
heavy casuvalties, and were forced back to their original positions,
Colonel Whitcomb, Regimental Commender, alerted us Go move 1o
support the Mrst Battalion, Our pregent position was to be taken
over by Second Battalion, This relief was accomplished by appooxi=
mately 1630 and the Battalion was moved T0 the rear of PFirst
Battalion, ready to atmck, At that vime only a few officers of
First Battalion remained., An order was igsued to attack at 2050

to retake the ground lost, The First Battalion under It. Moore

on the right, Strength less thhn a company, Third Batialion
consisiing of Company I and Company I, together about the strength
of one company, on the left, with spare parts of Company K and

the First Battalion in Reserve, with what was lefs: of Company M
and Company K supporting. The attack was launched at 2015 SUPPOT=
ted by tanks and before dark the ground was retaken and consoli-
date~ The Second Battalion was to remain in Regimental Reserve
holding defensive positions that we had previously turned over,

7 July = Early this morning we received word that 22na Infantry,
4th Division was to pass through our position and further the
attack at 0835, We were to pull back into an assemnbly avea 1000
yards north west of La Sadolterie, at the same time we were
alerted to be ready to move up on line on the 4th Divisions flank,
with mission of seizing St. By

When the 4th Dividion fresh fron capture of Cherbourg, started up
to our position many remarks were made to our men that didn't

set too good, such as " Thank God for the Nav¥, e heard you were
80 hot, ect, and now we have 4o fight your battles",
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7 July (cont.)fganv men of the Bqtta110ﬂ,rzvc also let down as
we had suffere’ heavy casualties and hot ¢ V%t gained too much

ground., However, when the 4th and tanks were in position and the
attack was launched it was a different story. Seconds after
this, all bvanks were blazing from enemy 88 Tire, The Ath was
pinned dowvnn and couldn't move forward. Klthough it was Tough
seelng another undiE unable to move forws rd confidence and

pride in our ovn outfit was boosted a lOOp. Several men remar-
ked that a hot outfit like the 4th couldn't move ¢ovmard, that
we hadn’t done so badly after all, Lt., Colonel Bowen from 3529th
Infantry assumed command %31lst Regiment on this day.

8 July - The Regiment attack at 0945 on the 4th Divisions lef?d
flank Third Battalion in Regimental Reserve, Darkness Tound
the leading unit near Oulot,

9 July = At 0839 the following morning, the attack was resumed
witch Third Bau*allon attacking on the left, Second Battalion on
the rights By 0930 the initial objective was reached, Highway
Noe4d leading from St ﬁ13 0 Bois Grimot. The Third Battalion
reached the highwa y but hit hegvy resistvance when trying 1o
cross highway and at 1700 were held up near the cross roads at
Bois Grimot qﬂd hoavy cﬁ°ualb-es were received, A defensive

position was Taken up to hold f ov the night to be followed by
24 attack Lhe oLIOWﬂng<morn1 o Prisoners taken were from the
57th and %8th Panz Grenadier Pegiments.Oolonel Bender agsumed

command of the 3318 Regiment,

10 July = Somehow the attack was delayed and consolidation of
defensive position was continued, At approximately 2400 the
enemy launched a uurong counver attack with rifle men supported
by tankse. After a fierce hand grenade battle over hedgerows,

the Battalion fell back to the hedgerow To the immediate rear of
0f Thelr positions and dug in. Lt. Colonel Faber of the Second
Battalion was killed in St Eny in one of uhe heaviest artillery
barrages yet sent over by Lhe Germans on this day.

1l July = The Regiment again attacked with Third Battalion on the
right,first Battalion on the left and second Battalion, now in

Ste Eny, reverting to Regimental reserve, after the 929uh Infantry
passes through, The Regimental mission was to capbure Marcheseux.

a4t 0930, Colonel Bender was killed when an enemy tank got a direct
hit on his jeep as he was o“avoliag egst on highway To. 4, west of

Ste Enye. The attack was launched, The eneny W077 dub in, svppobted
by tanés, was SO 1ocauod as to cover all avenues of approach with
cross ITire from machine guns. The attack bogged down after the

q

Battalion had reached highway Vo.4, Several attacks iOllOW@d during
the day, trying to cross the road, but each time they were Suopped.
Heavy casuvalties were inflicted on the Battalion and darkness found
the MLR located on north side of road, Patrols were sent out during
the night %0 locate enemy positions also to determine the depth

of stream t0 The south, Although patrols sent outbt by us did not
accomplish their mission they did locate somc of The enemy
positions and also found many more enemy than had previously been
reported holding the position.

12 July - Following an artillerg preparation, the attack again
jumped offy I Oompany on lefty, L Company on right, X Company in
reserve, L Company succeesded in crossing the road but were
stopped by intense MG fire from tanks as they reached the hedge-
rows on the south side, I Company wag held up by MG fire from
tanks and sent bazooka teams Fforward te neutralize them. However,
many bazooka teams were knocked out, as they were working their
way forward to get into position, The terrain was such as to make
the use of TD's wnlch were attached, and the )7mm ATe gung of
Battalion, useless, The tank platoon that was to support our
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5/'.12 July ( conl l)=~ atitack that morning, s~ Qisaster as they

were pulling into position., Three were knocked out by enemy 88,

/ the other two withdraw, K Company was committed on left flank,
y Thaey too ran into withering MG fire and were stopped, Approxi-

mately 1000, Lt, Colonel Cheal assumed command of the Battalion,
ageln the attack was resumed, it was more like hitting your
head on a stone wall and each attack brought heavy casualties
to the Battalion,

15 July and 14 July - The attack was resumed and was progressing
with Second Battalion snd Third Battalion crossing the sSwamp
southh of Beis Grimot, Third Battalion reached a point about 1000
yards south of Chateau D'Auxais, As we nearcd our objective, the
Germans launched a fierce counter attack supported by bLanks.,
They struck at the center of the batvalion front and split the
battalion, Approximately 100 men and six officers including the
artillery laison officer, remained in the woods on the right
flank of their previous line of 4 parcure, Chateau D'Auxais,
where hasty defense was set UD, u adquarvers personnel and
stragglers t0 repulse the counter e Patrols were sent out
by battalion in woods o gain contact, however it was discovered
that the Second Battalion, on our 1e 529%h on our right
was stopped and unasble to take theix ] ’ ch left us
completely surrounded by the eneny. Cont & |

tained with Division by use of the artil

kept working with batteries and parcs I
which we had on hand, A stvrong defense w {c . ol
we were shelled constantly by cruising tanks and enemy arcillery,
each attempt the Germans made to send pavrols into the position
was repulsed and heavy casualties were inflicted on the enemy by
our observer and control of artillery fire, Only 1 meal of X ra=
tions was @n the individual and as water was also low, canbteens
were filled from g small dirty mogs covered water hole, Four
Halazone tablets were used in each canbeen and although the water
was nasty tasting at least it was wet, A1l attempts o bring food
in were unsuccessful,
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15 July - The 329th again attacked on our right flank,This tinme
they were successful in contacting us and afiter two and one half
days and two nighls in the woods we were relieved, Seventeen |
casualties were inclicted on the Battalion while in the woods 2nd
o one was killed, The battalion was then placed back of Chateaun
D'Auszis to reorganize and to remain in Regimenval Reserve.,

The gtrength of the bhattalion was greavly reduced, however, |
replacements had been joining the unit each hour. |

16th, 17th, 18th and 19th July = After the First Battalion had
attack La Verdi peninsula and had bheen driven back, suffering
heavy casualties, the Third Battalion was ordered +o atcack, |
Originally it was planned to attack with Company "I" and Company |
"KW going south across causeway with #ILv Company plus attachments
and motorized, to attack the flank by moving down the Tribilian
and cross the swamps on the left flank however patrols proved
that the crossing was impossible without boats or bridge and the
attack was made with T and X Company by fire from Company M, |
L Company remained in reserve in their present position, The |
battalion crossed the causeway only to have the bridge blown out
behind Them by enemy artillery fire, A strong enemy counter
attack was launched against the battalion's positions,now on the |
first objective, about 500 yards south. Company L was alerted to !
move outs By Tthe time they arrived, what was left of I and X |
Companies were reburning to the rear and I, Company supported by
Divigion Reconnaissance Troop established a defengive position
on the north bank of the peninsula, Heavy casuvalties were ine |
flicted on the battalion, inecluding It. Colonel Cheal listed as {
}

MIA.
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/ 1L6th, 17th, th and 19%h July ( Cont'é " Upon a check of the
7 batbalion on c¢he 2lst, after X and I Cowpanies had been placed
7 1l Teserve o reorganize near Chatesu D'auxais, it was found
/7 to have approximetely 147 EM left, plus Major Brown, EX.0,
Fd then acting Battalion Commander, Captain Tyrrell D=5, LG,
/ Mussulmen g-4, I, May S=l, Lt, Waller L40sp Ltos Halcomb Comm,
Oag 1yG 4 f

! 3 [+
Ge Ungren Ix,0, of Company L, Lt. Kahepea Company L.,
Lts Bradley Company L., a » Dupre Company I,

e, ing this time replace-
nents we: 1

=

21lst, 22nd, 25rd, and 24%h July = Company I remained on defen-
sive while Companies I, K and M were located in Regirental
Reserve, still near Chatesu 'Auxais, Durin

e aga |

P

D
1N received angd trained
! - -t',ﬁ

| o o an rained, Colonel Dudley assumed
command of the Batitalion on the 24sh of July. July 25th the
VII Corp on our left launched & coordinated attack preceeded
by anestimated 1000 plane bombardment, Dropping some 3000 tons
O bombs. It was the Ffirst time any of us had been seen any
large scagle bombing, The sight was beautiful and the morale of
EVeETy man in the batbtali | C

b ~ - Jo R = Y
LALI1ION was S.L”G{?Ll&? ll:.b(?-..:.

fth the Battalion wae malking reconngissance

X 8 T r8t Battalion at the same tine a reconngissance
patrol was sent across the causeway to the La Varde peninsula,
1% was found that the peninsula was lightly held, ‘he information
recelved from the patrol influenced the action of the Regiment
Tor that night the Battalion moved bacl across the causeway on %o
the TLa Varde peninsula. There were not nany of the original men
or officers left 4o appreciate the victory., It was this night
that the Battalion aig station was bombed, Jerry bombs wrecked the
ambulance and knocked out about half of the building where the
aid station was located s intec g pile of dustgfortunately there
were no casuliies, The Battalion CoePe was established at larcheg=
leiux,on the morning of the 28th, The celmans were falling back
rapildly making it difficult t0 maintain contact,

28 July~ On the evening of
Opened in the vicinity of I
2 long foot movement in pursuit
rapidly to the southe From this

July The new C.P. was
2pWest of lMarigny, after

0L The enemy which was retreating
date until 3rd of Aucust 1944

the Battalion remained in this area., All available time was

spent on resupply, training and general reorganization,During

ch

thils pepiod Jerry aircraft was moxr
thenm 2% any other time, Rach night

the sky with flares and drop a few bombs, No cagsualties in the
Battalion but several men from other elements in +the combat team
were killed. On the second day of August, the Battalion saw
their first speecial service show in Prance, Quite a novelty.
Lveryone enjoyed the showe We also had

movies in a barn and
opportunity to take a shower while in this area,

¢ active than we nad seen
he would come overy, light up
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Subjects DBattalion History.

3rd August—= At dark the evening of the 3rd of Augusdt we c}gse

the CePe and started a long motor movement o vhe souyh. It was

a bright moonlight night and we were able To see ta§.navoc doge

by our aircra®¥t, and armor as it cleared its path through Couvance
and avaranches, Few of us realized that night how narrow a gap

we went Through south of Avaranches as we passed on to the

Brittany Peninsula.,

4th Avgust= At 0830 on the 4th of August we established our new

«Pe 1n the vieinity of Coruseray, just east of Pontorson. | .
Everyone was very tired after our all nights ride and the Battalim
minus necessary guards, went to sleep. At noon we woke mp and R
prepared to move on orders to new area in vicinity of DoleDe= NV Vo
Bretagne, Just before dark on the 4th we opened our second C.Pe ' mE
of The day near Dole. Colonel Dudley, members of the staff, and
the Company Commanders went up to Mont=Dol and looked over
Gterrain to the west, In thedistance lay St. lialg. and we
realized what our eventual mission would be. After dark we

7 : y

passed elemenis of the 330th In: T
areaj,prepared to jump off the next n

A patrol from I company led by Lt. Ebri,
during the night,

.

5th August= The patrol reported baclk 0y radio av 0500 that La
Fresnia was cleared and the Batitalion Jjumped off at 0600.About
1100 leading elements had crossed the second canal west of

La Fresnia and contact was made with the Jerries, Here thw
Battalion was held up all day with only a slight advance, A
number of casulties were inflicted by enemy machine gun fire

as we had made attempts to get the Battalion across the canal,
The germans had blown the bridge and Corps and Division engineers
were uvnable to build the bridge across because of heavy small
arms Tire and mortar fire, Finally under *the cover of darkness
the Battalhon was able to eross the cansl in X company's sector.
Rubber boats were used to get across the A.T ditch, Company K

had jumped off in an assavlt on the high ground to their front
and were stopped only when they jumped right into a deep A.T.
ditch which had been flooded, lleanwhile the advance was continued
to the important high groung to wour front and we Look the town
of TLa Goussiere, Limanyrailway junction and St, lelvir De Ordes.

6th Avgust- The morning of the 6th of August we established
our C.Pe at Limonay. 1n the town we experienced our First real
friendly treatment by the civilians, They threw flowers at us
and on our vehicles and gave us many fresh egrs. It was the
first outward appreciation shown us and it was good o know
that they were glad we had come. During the previous night we
captured a large number of enemy after the civilians helped

us by telling us where the Germans were hidding. Prior to dark
on the 6th the Battallion moved north and west to a place about
fTourmiles west of St Meloir-des-Ondes. Here we established our
OF. in a large chateau which was entirely filled with refugees
from 5%. lMalo, at this time the Battalion reverted to Division
Reserve.,
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Tth August- / »ut 1700 on the Tth we wer given orders o

prepare o nove forward in the Sector o1 the 33%0%th Infantry and
jump off on the attack againgt Parame, a western suborb of Ste Male
We were attached to the 550the We made necessgry reconnaisance

and moved up that nighty to the outskirts of Parame but were

unable to jump off because of darkness, We spent a hecthic night
waiting for dawn, Among other things we ran exiéremnely dence mine
field and suffered a few casuvalties from long range lesGes fire and
harrasing artillery fire which fell ot intervals at night,

8T%h Auguste= At 0800 on the 8th of August, the Battalion jumped
orXf attacking I,K, and I in columns, This proved to he one of the
Tastes moving, most sucessful attacks we had made., By 0835 our
leading elements had taken their initisl objective with the help
of a terrific arvillery barrage, In the advance the bulk of K
companynad side=slipped to the esst and ran into stiff resistance,
Trom »nillboxes and dug in machine gun positionse, Capnt. Croft was

wounded at this time attanpting to work his colpany throurh these
positions. Onjorders from the CeOe 330th we continued the attack

1 company toward St, Malo on the west and X company tecward the
Ocean., Good progress was made the remainderof the aay and nightfall
found us with all of Parame and part of St, Malo under our conivrol,
The fighting during the day was carried On un der a steady

barrage of artillery coming and gaing., We learned fast ang found
1t was necessary to search out everv house (usually by kicking
down the door and tossing a grenade inside) before we could safely
say we had taken part of the town. This day the Battalien had
Taken more prisoners than the whole division had in all the
previous days of battles It was a tough fight but some compared
with the hedgerows of Normandy and considering our sucess For the
day our casualties were relatively light,

9th August— On the morning of the 9%h, still attached to the 330%h
Inf, we jumped off towards St. Malo with T company on the left ang
K company on the rights During the night TDLS and tanks nad come
Uup in support of our attack, and they aventually proved very help-
fvl to us, for the first times We lost two vehicles On the mine
Tield we had passed threough the nicht before., The C.P. and other
installations moved into Parama that morning, Good nrogress was
made in the attack and as the front narrowed K company was pinched
out and I, company pessed through I company to,continue the attack,
During the whole day a steady flow of prisoners, including many
prostitutes who were traveling with the Nazis came streaming back
to the F,W, cage, Time and time again the ledding elements ran
into pillboxes which had to be eliminated, This was done with muech
help from the T,D, 'd. By 1700,L company reached the causeway
leading to the old fortress city of St., Malo. Here operetions
temporarily ceased as some " mucklehead" had sent up the
psychological warfare team with & loud speaker, The idea was to
talk to Jerry over the loudspeaker and convinee him Lo surrender,
llow these German soldiers weren't all SS troops but there is many
a man will tell you they sure Tought like hell for g bunch of
cooks and bakers, and as we Ffound out, they had no intentions of
surrendering yets All the time the loud speakers were blaring and
we were under strict orders not to fire, the CGermans were landing
boats from the isle of Cymbre, The boste were loaded with men ang
weaponsand the Germans kept right on Tiring at us, Pinally we
couldn't stand that any longer so Lit, Potena started firing a

ll=9 at them and once more the war was On, Meanwhile the psychologica
warfare left, That night about dark the Battalion minus I, company
and some M company atvachments,rejoined the Regiment, We entrucked
aiter dark and moved to an assenbly area south of Dinan, L company
and part of I company in St. Malo were still attached to the 330th,

!
)
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10 August- Orf ‘he 10th of August the Bal 'lion moved to an assembly
area near th e village of Plessire north of Dinan, We were gradually
being jockeyed into position to carry on the attack against Dinard
from where an 8th divigion Combat Team, 121st Infantry, had been
stopped and a Battalion of their regiment reported to be cut off

for Tive dayse.

11 Avgust- On the morning of the 11th The Battalion again moved

3
notth to the vicinity of Marchandais and btook up tempory defensive
positions, During the afternoon the Battalion was under artillery
fire and I company received five casualties, That evening we were
in reserve while the 1st Battalion jumped off toward Pleuertuitv.

12th August—- The 1st Battalion had been held up witl
gains and we were ordered o pass through Thenm ai

attack. At 0800 on the morning of vhe 12th we pass
Battalion and took our first objective.near Treme
By early afternoon we had co
the western end of Pleuertu
During this operation we P

cut off Battalion of the

d through the 1s8%T
XL at 1000,
tinued on and taken the barracks on

, dOown o the center of T owng,

ed and partially passed through the
G
:

“
A
- - -~ Lt - e B 4 - s '0" = 3 - - .-
nféntry. During the advance we »ran
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cun which gave us some

into a multi-barreled 20 calib Al 2a

difficuliys Lt. PPkatt was wounded and Lt. Anderson took command of
K companye That night we consolidated and reorganized in Pleuertult
prepared to Jjump off the next morning.

13th Auvgust- On the morming of Th 2th X and I companies witl

M Company in support, jumped off from the cenlter of Pleuertuit
north toward Dinard, The attack advanced rapidly across the aizx
poxrt north of Pleuertuit until the first objective, on the north
side of the airport, was taken, Several hundred prisoners were
taken and ad soon as the mine fields were cleared our supnorting
ta nks and TD's joined us in close support. At 1600 we again

advanced to the north and teak the high ground overlooking Dinard,
by dark, On this high ground we occuplied an excellent and
elaborate system of dug in concrete observation posts. From this
point we had an excellent view of all of Dinard, part of St Malo,
and the entire water front including the Isle of Cyzenmbre,

During This advance we ¥ook many more prisoners and also captured
horses, bicycles, vchicles and ammunition and supply dumps,

14 August = On the morning of the 14th we jumped off in the first
avtack on Dinard. By noon, with excellent artillery, TD's and
tank support, had taken our portion of the city of Dinard, The
remainder of the day we spent mopping up in our sector and sup-
porting by fire, the units on our right and left whish had been
neld upe I Company was released from the 330th after doing the
Tfinal work on ST lMalo and rejoined the Battalion aboulbt dark,

15 August - Ve occupied the entire city of Dinard and established
our CP in a large hotel { De Parc) in the city. Much booty was
taken, Practically the entire Battalion was now riding -~ Captured
horses, bicycles and vehicles, The quantity and gquality of wine
and liquors was excellent, Most of the Battalion slept in beds
that night, for the first time in months.

16 to 19 August - Prom the 16thto 19th of August the Battalion
occupied an area on the outskirts of Dinard and spent as much
time as possible in reorganizing and training,
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o 20 August - ¢ the 20%th of August the Bz alion moved from
the Dinard area by motor into an assembly area south east of
the city of Rennes., Here the CP was established iun o large
Chategu &

21lst to 25th August - On the 21st of August the remainder of C.T,
251 moved south to take up positions along the Loire River east
and west of Nantes, This Battalion remaindd in their assembly
ares near Remmes untvil the 25th August. During this time we were
in Division reserve and spent most of our Ltime in training which
consisied mostly of range firing, In this area members of the
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an opportuniity to go swinming and see movies
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Battalion also had o
ttallion reviewvas held, our first in France.,

On the 23%rd a Batta

0
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- r ctalion moved to a new area south of Chateape
e 0oG1ll in Division reserve,

6 Avgust - The S~1 and party took off aga in this morning for
a new area, At 0845 the battalion began moving by motor and
at 1300 were closed in their new area, in +the vicinity of
Gaules, France, The rest of the day was spent in getoing settled
and preparing for the next weeks training,

27 August = Church services were held by Chaplaing Cosette and
Swartout. There was a good atbendance a2t both services. The
rest ol the day was spent in cleaning equipment and resTing.
In the evening we called in T | signal equipnent
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28 August = Tt, Col, Long visited the C.P., in the morning and
C D o
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arronged Iar Colonel York to talk to the battalion at 1300,
thlis wes later postponed. The whole day was spent in training
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and vhe routime reports were forwarded to reriment
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29 Augusi the whole day was spent in trainine and preparations
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were made for a2 hattalion review the next A8V o
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20 August - Early in the morning It, May and It, MMillery, S-1 and
o=3 respectively, went to the improvised barade ground and

laid out the parade formation. The company commanders were also
there to receive an orientation on the plan for the review,
which wouvld take place shortly before noon, While we were all

a2t this ouvtdoor meeting, word came from reginent which trange
Terred several officers within the battalion. It. May, S=1,

wag transferred to Service company, and was assigned as S—4 for
the 3rd Battalion, Captain Schraft was transferred from M Come~
pany to the vacated S-1 position, It. Tubbs was moved from

I company to tTake up the duties of executive officer of regimen-
tal headguarters company. Captain Jackson was transferred from
the Tirst battalion to M Company , as company commander,
Irregardless of all the shifting of officers, the parade was
etill held, Colohel York was present at the review and after—
wards talked to the entive battalion, Incidentally, this was the
first parade that the new battalion adjubtant had Ffunctioned as
such, One comment about the parade thal was common was the Ffact
that the new adjutant could be heardl very well, Shortly after
lunch, 21l executive officers and first sergeants along with
the sergeant major attended a regimental meeting concerning
adninigtration, Later in the afbternoon a movie was shown to all
companies,

21 August - The last day in the month is usudly payday, and so
Captain Latrobe came down from regiment and paid the entire
battalions After the day of training was complebted many card
ganeg were sltarted throuvghout the organizaition, and if one liste=
ned,closely,he could hear the rattle of those "old bones",




