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GERMAN ANTTPERSONN:, _TNE A-200 . i 9
(Behelfs-Schutzenmine "A 200") 44,0 \P{y

(Nicknemed by American Troops "Mustard Pot")

Description.

A, The Antipersonnel Mine A-200 consists of the Chemical Igniter "Buck",
(Chemischer Zinder "Buck"), the detonator, and explosive container, The
overall dimensions are 33" high end 3" in diameter., It is painted a
mustard brown color and bears no markings. Due to its shape and color it
has been nicknamed "Mustard Pot" by the American troops who first encounter-
ed the mine on D-Dgy, on the beaches of Normandy.

B. The Chemical Igniter "Buck" consists of a corrugated aluminum cylinder
which is crimped to a brass igniter base. Inside of this cylinder is a
glass vial, partly filled with a clear liquid, and a white powdered
chemical which is held in place by a paper disc. The external thread of
the igniter base (identical to the standard German igniter thread) screws
into an adapter, which may be either plastic or steel, which in turn
screws into the explosive container,

C. The steel explosive container is 2" high and 23" in diameter and con-
tains 4 ozs. of explosive, consisting of powdered picric acid and gramilar
TeNoTe

Action.

The mine is exploded by crushing the corrugated aluminum cylinder, which
requires approximately 35 pounds pressure, thereby breaking the glass vial.
This allows the liquid to mix with the powdered chemical, causing a flash,
which ignites the detonator.

Neutralization.
A. There is NO safety device.

B. Remove igniter by unscrewing adapter from explosive container, then
remove detonator. Be sure to grip the adaptor, not the corrugated alum-
inum cylinder, which crushes easily, thereby setting off the mine.

C. This mine is easily detected by any electric mine detector., If the
probing method of mine location is used, great care must be used to avoid
crushing the glass vial inside the aluminum igniter head which, if broken,
would result in exploding the mine,

D. TFields have been cleared of these mines by sprinkling the area with an
inflemable fluid and burning. This method is not recommended as it is not
always positive.

Tactical Use.

A, The A-200 mine is primarily antipersomnel. It will demolish tires on
vehicles. These mines may be expected wherever the situation warrants the
use of antipersonnel mines,

B. The mine is buried at intervals of not less than one yard. A pressure
board may be laid on top of the Chemical Igniter "Buck", in order to
increase the pressure area. In loose ground an additional board or rock
is placed underneath the mine to assure a solid foundation.

Effect.

Since the explosive container is of sheet metal, there is little shrapnel
effect. It has proved fatal in numerous cases, but generally results in
the loss of one or both legs.
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ANTIPERSONNEL MIN. -200 (CONT'D) 10 Jul 44

CORRUGATED ALUMINUM
CONTAINER

GLASS VIAL
CLEAR L
CHEMICA|

S
BRASS IGNITER BASE
St

DETONATCR were M7 . -
MAIN GHARGE =
DETONATOR.
OUTER CASING
paTA

DIAMETER —— 3
HEIGHT ——3 /2"
TOTAL WEIGHT OF MINE—13 oz,
WEIGHT OF EXPLOSIVE——4 o
BODY——— syeeT METAL
COLOR— ——__ MUSTARD BROWN

APPROX. FIRING PRESSURE—35 Ibs:
TYPE OF IGNITER—————CHEMICAL
BELIEVED TO BE OF FRENCH ORIGIN.
THERE IS NO SAFETY DEVICE

Actual Size Diagram

1. Explosive container 5» Clear liquad chemical
2. Corrugated alumimm cylinder 6. Brass igniter base

Je White powdered chemical 7. Washer

4o Glass vial 8. Adapter

9. Detonatar
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