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/B)ETBNACTATLION,

This history is dedicated to all Members
of the 2nd Battalion, past and presert.

On the field of battle you proved that you
were men worthy of the responsibility givern to
you by your courntry. Your valor, besides 1wiri—
ning for your the high hAonor of the Distinguis=
hed Unit Citation, contributed directly to the
defeat of our enemy and the restoratiorr of
Deace in Europe.

We can never forget those gallant men who

gave their lives so that our way of life could
Survive.






As we lay off the coast of France waiting for facilities for unloading
and the sea to calm, we had a chance for our stomachs to settle and to
develop our sea legs. The rumors were thick and as vicious as rattle snakes.

The landing opcrati;)ns were accomplished by each unit scrambling
down the nets into landing craft and then being transported to shore.
The beach line was crowded with every type of American landing craft,
the most predominate being the ,,Duck” which at that time appeared to
be winning the war for us.

The original impression was that our ”D* day troops had suffered
heavily, especially in ships. There were hundreds of large boats all lined
up parallel with the shore and half submerged. The answer was that we
needed a breakwater and, by sinking these ships, one was provided.

As cach group reached shore, they were met by their Commanding
Officer and First Sergeant and were checked off the passenger lists. This
was our first roll on the mainland of Europe. Each Company was formed
and marched off in a colum of two’s, sweating it out in more ways than
one. It was a hot June day and each man was loaded down with excess

Relaxing aboard ship
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Nl 2

E and F Companies were committed with the mission of attacking
across a wide swamp and gaining the solid ground along a line of hed-
gerows. Heavy resistance was met by the attacking companies all day and
they only succeeded in gaining two hedgerows. At one point they were
pinned down and enemy artillery and mortar fire caused many casualties.
Many of our men sank in the waist-deep mud of the swamp. German tanks
were parading at will and butchered E and F Companies with point-blank
fire. Each time H Company’s machine guns opened up they were blown
trom their positions. . ;

The information we had received as to the strength of the enemy proved
to be incorrect and our attack was fatal. E Company was considered a total
loss and F Company was reduced to a third of it's size. G and H suffered
light casualties. At 2200 orders finally came to pull back and we were
glad of the opportunity to rest and reorganize.

The next day was spent revovering from our terrific set back and
attempting to settle our nerves. We set up outposts and, nervous as we
were, we were still determined to get at the Jerries. Company G and
part of Company H held the line for the night. Orders were for us not
to fire until we could see the swastika an a German’s belt. G Company

caught a three man patrol along a fence line and shot them as they

crossed over.

Later in the night we were ordered to move to a road junction south
of Carentan in the 330th. Regimental area to back up the line. The 330th.
had been hit by a counterattack and their aid station had been captured.

f
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We took up positions at the road junction at 2200 and worked until

midnight digging fox holes to sleep in.

We were awakened at early dawn by fire :
set fire to one of our own tanks. It was herc that we first heard the

horrible sound of a GI tank burning, ammunition exploding, an our own
doughboys mournfully calling “"Medic*.

On July 6th. we moved to a new area and set up defensive positions and
sweated out the order for the next attack. Ahecad of us was hedgerow
after hedgerow and we knew that cach one meant a terrific battle. The
enemy had the advantage of ideal defensive positions. They had trenches
dug on the opposite side of each hedgerow and holes cut through just
big enough for their guns. Our determination drove us forward but the
cost was high. These were dark days in our campaign to liberate the
enslaved people of Europe and to defeat our enemy. At the rate of ont
hedgerow a day we could see the war lasting for twenty years.

We were under heavy artillery fire throughout July 7th. but fortuna:
tely suffered only a few casualtics.

G Company was called upon to clear a road junction that was on the
main supply route. The Jerries had rcoccupied their old positions dlll‘ino
the night and had cut the 3rd. Battalion supply route. A terrific b'dttlz
ensued in which we used every thing in the book including anti-tan]c

from a Jerry tank wwhich

Suns

Trench ip hedgerow



Tank that held
up the Battalion
for three days

to blast a house that overlooked the road junction. Late in the afternon
the rest of the Battalion joined G Company. The fight had been rough
and we had lost many men among which were several key NCO’s that
had been with us since the Division was reactivated. We tinally were able
to accomplish our mission when a P-47 dropped a bomb on our objective,
demoralizing the enemy and scaring hell out of us.

With night-fall came our usual change in orders we moved up along
the Jerries’ highway where we listened to our artillery put the enemy to
sleep. It was a very pleasant lullaby. At dawn we drew back about two
thousand yards and watched our Air Force inflict disaster on the enemy
positions.

Contact having been made with the Ist. and 3rd. Battalions, we moved

back to an assembly arca where we received orders for an anticipated
attack for the morning. g

The planned attack did not materialize so we moved back to a rear
assembly area and took advantage of this opportunity to catch up on some
much needed rest.

On July 10th. E and F Companies attacked the town of St. Eny and
met only light resistance. However, as soon as we had taken the town we
were fired upon by tanks located on a nearby ridge. We suffered heavy
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casualties-. Our Companies now were reduced to such a I()\\“ l1llumb(:r of
men in each that the need for reorganization was apparcnt to all. .

Not only had we lost men in killed and wounded but the .umtmuous.
strain had taken its toll in combat fatigue casualtics. Later in the (-]a)vf
the 4th. Division advanced on-our flanks and forced the cnemy  to  with-
draw- from our front. With the immediate danger deccreased, we drew
back to reorganize and dig defensive positions around the town.

We stayed in these positions that night and all of the next du,\.'.
On July 12th. G Company jumped off leading the attack but met stiff
resistance from tanks, machine guns, and infantry. Twelve tanks were
reported to our front so we moved our antitank guns up to G (Iompuny's
area in anticipation of 2 counterattack. The position of the tanks was
féported back and g heavy concentration of artillery and mortar fire \as
brought to beay on them.

After the strong
ved East along
tank fire
after Killing
dred Yards

point had been partially necutralized, G (Iompuny mo-
a creek but, on nearing a bridge, again were held up by
They had no bazookas or anti-tank grenades with them S0,
three tank commanders with rifle fire, they moved back a hun-
and took cover. The tank fired steadily at them

I until our
artil]
€Iy came tq the rescue and reduced the danger.

On July. Hth. we received replacement of greatly needed Officers and
Men. Thejr ¢
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Abandoned and
destroyed:
Two 88's and a75 MM
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F Company succeeded in locating the Tank but was gnublc to move
the Anti-Tank guns into a firing position. The location of the Tank was

relayed to the Artillery observation plane, who called for artillery fire /

on the position. Artillery fire, heavy H E fire from H (f()m.pzm_\-'s 81 'I\’.U\’I
Mortars, and small Arms fire from our riflemen succeded in ncutralizing
the tank and the enemy strong-point was reduced. 5

The 15th of July was a typical hot, sunshiny summer day, but, in spite of
the bright day, nothing but darkness seemed to loom over fhc dreaded
hedgerow that lay ahead. G Company succeeded in contacting the 3pd
Bn. of the 331st Regiment, which had been cut off for three days \vithout
rations or communications. Continuing on, resistance began to increase

until both E and G Companies were held up by German tankg and a

fortified hedgerow line.

At the same time, E Company was the target of a counterattq g from
the right flank but succeeded in repulsing it.

G Company attacked in seven different directions and Succeeded: in
gaining three more hedgerows to the southeast before discovering 5 heavily
fortified defensive line. :

F Company made a wide sweep to the left of G Company and
a battalion defensive line with three companies on line. Orders Came
to button up, so we settled here for the night.

After a restless night, during which very few of us were able
because of the close proximity of the cnemy. G and E Companies s
by fire while F Company gttackcd in a movement to out-flank the ene
defensive fortress and take the ground dircctly to the front of Y

i i o) P 5 T a D
Companies. Stiff resistance was met by F (Jompzlny but they finally g nd E
in taking twq hedgerows. Ceeded

\r«;‘-i\"t““"}‘: BN - G & .
LAt i ' .
& e AR - g

found
down

to sleep
Pported
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Hedgerow Armor

Camouflaged Tent in
Hedgerows

We dug in here and waited until we were relieved by the 331st Regi-
ment on the night of July 16th. We built defensive positions and set up
a final line of resistance some 300 yards to the rear and south of St. Eny.
It was here that our morale was boosted, as increased tank and air support

convinced us that we would no longer have to combat enemy armored
units with riflemen alone.

’

The next nine days were peaceful, except for occasional shelling, and
we took full advantage of the rest. We had no houses and no beds to sleep
in, so we spent our time improving our foxholes and lining them with
straw, which helped to keep out the dampness. Three hot meals each day
also assisted in making these nine days the most enjoyable we had ex-
perimenced since the Fourth of July.

perienced since the fourth.of July.
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bombers fly over.
It was an_almost unbelievable armada, numbering over 5““”l l?lillllcs-l Fll,(:i\.:s
pounded the enemy defenses and paved the way for the .3X‘Ld “,rOUh
at St. Lo, which was successful in driving the e¢nemy H‘U“.l Normandy.

Our participation in the breack-through was soon realized as we moved
up on line and relieved the 3rd Battalion. _

Patrols, sent out by G Company to feel out the cnemy, came back with
Teports that the Germans were excited and disorganized, presumably be-
cavse ot the reported deep penctration of our forces in and around St. Lo.

The following morning we attacked but met very stiff resistance. F Come
pany received machine sunsfireStrom their flanks and were unable to ad-
vance. With very little gain for the day, we scttled down in our positions
for the night.

Following 4 tremendous artillery barrage on the 27th, we attacked
again, meeting Jitt]e resistance in reaching and crossing the Tante Rivep,
We moved to an assembly area two miles south of the river Where we
held up for the night. )

Our spirits and confidence were re
of battle €Xperience  which hampered us in
WETe experienced fighters. We had proved our worth
.trom the ‘dreadeq hedgerows of Normandy and were now accepted as ap
important cog i the greatest fighting machine ever assembled, the U St
ATmy. N the short Span of less than a month, the enemy ha( felt oup
p'ow(fr and had beep, driven out into the open. Early in July we had been
f‘%’h““g all day to gain one hcdgcrow, and now we moved ahead 5 to 10
miles g day, \'irtually BT e

On July 294, the cnemy hag been completely driven from Normandy
and our fipgt CamMpaign camie e I i i mandy

SH1€ 10" a2 successful conclusion.

stored. We had overcome oy lack
carly July and gy we
by driving the cnemy

German Pjjj Boxeg
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No one nced tell a Thunderbolt vet that fighting in the Normandy
hcdgCTO\vs was a tough deal: none of us liked particularly to press on and
9N in the face of death -— especially when each of those harmless-looking
hcdg‘!ro\vs nested hidden, waiting, lurking enemy troops. The Brittany
%“Cdgerows differed little from those we learned to hate in Normandy.
TFhough they parceled off the countryside in pretty patterns, they were just

4S treacherous and filled with just as much hidden, mortal danger. But
the Seasoning we got in

Fhrough the coastal reg
IS more important,
found us approachin

Normandy served us in good stead: we proceeded
ions of Brittany steadily and rapidly, and, what
as experienced, hedgerow-wise soldiers. August 4th
g Dolet, a village a mile short of Chateauncuf. We
had marched to our defilade position in a wide ditch that flanked the

Tailroad track. Our first job was to clear out the village ahead of us, and
1t Was no easy task. We jumped off at dusk in the face of an intense ;
concentration of enemy fire — small arms, mortars, artillery, and, every

NOW and then, the rumbling, deafening 340’s fired from coastal guns miles
away on the shores of the sea.

By 2200 every last German was driven
out of town.

Under the cover of darkness, we planned the morning’s
attack and bedded down as best as we could for the night.

: Chateauneuf was our next objective. The enemy was'nt willing to
g1ve up the city without a struggle, and we were just as ready to meet
him on his own terms. Every type weapon the enemy had available, in-
cluding tanks and coastal guns, swung around landwards, guarded the
approaches to our goal. E nd G Companies were able to advance 500 yards

~forward in a brilliant display of fire and movement before they were pinned
down by machine gun and tank fire. Open ground lay ahead and, under
the cover of heavy tank fire, the men literally raced ahead to the outskirts
of the town. We found ourselves in an excellent position in attack. Patrols
and tanks went into Chateauneuf undaunted by the barrage of direct fire
from a fortress overlooking the town. Enemy tanks and infantry awaited
our entrance, but our superior fire power and determination were enough
to ‘drive them back. While E and G Companies were ferreting out the
hiding, sniping Germans, F Company was busy neutralizing the fortress
above the town. Captain Sharpe became our Commander that day; his
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town of Rothneuf where we made contact with a unit of FFI. 'They were
well acquainted with the terrain -— these French were a big help in our
drive towards the Channel. G Company spearheaded our advance. The
going was slow; it took long hours to silence the machine gun nests and
pillboxes along the way. By midnight we reached the beaches and we spent
the rest of the night in consolidating our positions. In the meantime, the
other Battalions were putting to siege Colonel Von Aulock’s Citadel de-
fenses at St. Malo. 3 miles northeast was another strongly fortified position,
Fort de la Varde. It was our mission to capture this fort. In what our
supcriors termed a “brilliant display of tactics and coﬁragc we did the
work assigned to us.

An hour before dawn our artillery be
Under ‘this protective barrage, G an({ I
enough to knock out 3 high velocity guns

much for these determined infantrymen,
up to silence this gun.

gan to soften up our objective.
Company slowly advanced close
. A fourth 75 proved to be too
and heavy weapons were called
Two 57's weren’t enough to do the job, so a battery
of 3 inch guns was towed up and they were able to knock out thistlast
big obstacle to our capture of the fort., By 2100, all the heavy cnemy weapons
were silenced and our forward troops, now less than 200 vards from the
fort, were trading small arms fire Wwith the enemy. The Germans saw the
futility of further resistance — 24 of them came out with hands upraised,
and the battle was over. Though ng orders for surrender had been given
and no one waved a white flag, the Germans indicated that those still
alive in the fort had enough. We took 197 of the enemy prisoner. ‘After

Pill Box Around St. Malo'



we had prepareq to
cvery COIner or ¢
had been so sloy,.
ments protected ¢ e ]
were 8 heavily rein

Make the fort our home for the night, W¢ SxamineS
Ve could easily see why our advancc ‘mfmg e
fift_\- vard Cil:C]c of mines and barbed-wire ¢ntangle-
Ande ey approaches to the fort. Directly in front
fOrced concrete bunkers; these heavy weapon Cmplace-

ments had Connectj

8 open trenches which enabled the Germans to pmove

Barricade Aroupg
St. Malo

GcrmanCoastal Dcfcnce
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Pole Charge at St. Malo

freely from bunker to bunker. The fort itself was actually a gigantlc pill
box L 200 feet across and 12 feet deep. It was built of reinforced con-
crete, 2 feet thick at the top and increasing to a 5 foot thickness at tfhc
ground. The living quarters in the fort were complete enough to provide
ample comfort for at least 300 men. In addition to the warehouse and
wireless room, there was a completely equipped machine shop. Below ground-
level there was the reinforced ammunition dump. Here we found 's.ome
2000 rounds of 75 mm cannon, 100,000 rounds of small arms ammunitions
and 300 grenades.

Our next day’s operation was casy. During the low tide we went out
to attack the Island of la Grand Bey.
rather than take the same kind of bea

bors took the day betfore, the entire for
cquipment,

The Germans saw us coming, and
ting their Fort de la Varde neigh-
ce of 150 surrendered with all their

The Division’s mission of cl
of the St. Malo
of August.
were dratefy
and that we

earing an estimated 15,000 Germans out
peninsula was completed. We left this region on the 19th
Though the motor convoy ride southward seemed long, we
I that others had liberated the territory en route to Angers
didn’t have to wrest these slow miles out of the enemy’s grasp.
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French Civies Help Load Assault Boats



Innocent Roads meant this!

I11

LOIRE VAEEEY
AND

LUXEMBOURG

Built for war




Our stay in the Loire Valley ncar Angers was, for the most part, a
pleasant onc. We helped defend the city by maintaining strong patrols
for miles along the north bank of the river.

The first afternoon we were there, E Company set up an outpost on
the island of Pont de Ce, 3 miles south of Angers. During that night, under
the cover of a heavy fog, a German raiding party stormed the island, killing
two of our men and capturing the rest of the 15 man outpost. On the
island was the Angers waterworks and we were immediately ordered to
regain this important objective. I Company drew this assignment and,
after a brief skirmish, they more than avenged the loss of their comrades.
To insurc against further attacks, the whole Company remained to man
the island. Until we left, they lived a semi-garrison sort of life there:
the Company CP was located in an old castle, and for living quarters,
they had a hotel, complete with clean white sheets. The men on guard
had tea and coffee served to them at odd hours, and if anyone wanted to
perfect his marksmanship, he merely had to go upstairs in the hotel and
snipe away at the Germans across the river.

In.the meantime, the rest of us repelled without difficulty the occasional
cnemy attempts to cross the river. G Company’s reconnaissance group
maintained long motor patrols 20 miles to each flank of the battalion CP
in Angers.

We were two weeks in these positions and there was no threat that
the enemy would try to drive us back. Permission was granted by higher
headquarters to authorize leaves as the situation would permit. We were
glad to get these passes — our first on the continent, and we took full
advantage of them to rest and to inspect the quaint charm of the ancient
city of Angers.

The 5th of September found the Battalion moving to the town of
Vendone for training. Out of the immediate combat zone, we put on our
first parade since the days we were preparing ourselves for combat in
England. It was a gala affair, and the French civilians were loudly enthus-
iastic in their response. The built us a reviewing stand and provided us

‘with a brass band. An estimated 3000 people watched us pass in review.

The onlookers included the governor of the province, mayors of neigh-=
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On the 16th and 17th of September came the event that gained for
EHE 837d ‘Division wide newspaper puplicity and acclaim. General Elster
Surrendered his 20.000 troops at Beaugency Bridge on the Loire. This was
the largest number of troops to surrender to any American unit during
the Way ¢, his time. The next five days were busily spent in setting up
Stockades for these captives, feeding and transporting them to the rear.

With our mission accomplished in the Loire Valley, we moved first
to Orleans. Two days later, the 24th of September, we moved to Birch,
Luxcmbourg, where we were given a holding and patrolling assignment.
Our job was to clean all the enemy out of the area up to the high ground
that commanded a view of the Siegfried line. The opposition we met in
our mopping-up operation was light. Patrols cleared all the Germans out
of the assigned area and, by the afternoon of the 27th, we were setting up
defensive positions along the Luxembourg banks of the Sauer and Moselle
Rivers. Just across from wus was the vaunted Siegfried Line. From then
on until we left Luxembourg it was largely a battle of nerves. The Germans
across the river sweated out our artillery and nervously anticipated our
first step onto their homeland, and we sweated out whatever counter-
measures the enemy might be planning. Both sides tried to feel out the
other’s strength by sending out patrols. Our men were_ on constant alert
and in the first three days took prisoners from each of the 5 enemy patrols
they encountered in fire fights. From these prisoners we gained valuable
information on enemy positions and the effectiveness of our artillery fire on
their pill boxes. ; W -

Civilians proved helpful in pointing .out mine locations along the Os-
weiler-Dickweiler road and the woods in our area. There were some of the

General Elster After Surrendering
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Enroute to America

On the'lnside Looking Out
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View of Luxembourg
Approach to Luxembourg

e i';CrCi\‘:“ tlhlc ul]lcm.\.‘S case of jitters; we staged a fake river
crossing over the Moselle. Company’s guns were moved forw
between these and our artillery, a heavy rain of shells poured on i;‘l, ;23:
fried Line. H Company alone fired 42 belts of machine gun bullets and :‘a
thousand rounds of 81 mortar in less than 25 minutes. Characteristically,
Axis Sally reported the action as an unsuccesful attempt at crossing the
river. We laughed when we heard her boast, ”"American Battallions attacking
in the north and northeast of Luxembourg were driven back across the
Mosclle by a strong advance guard of our troops!™

Day in and day out our patrols and observation posts picked up in-
formation on incrasing enemy activity and movement behind their front
lines. Most of the information concerned troop movements and the un-
loading of trainload after trainload of equipment and personnel. Little did
we realize then that this was the German preparation for their great winter

offensive.

Battalion CP
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Liberated

Captured High Boy

It was while we were in this sector that we strcng.‘.th‘—'nc‘l what we've
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There were pleasant interludes during these days. What we'll alway

reinember is our stay in Echternach — white sheets, comfortable quarters,
gas stoves, champagne. Nor will we forget our passes to Luxembourg City,
ice cream, and our Thanksgiving dinner — all these seemed like pleasant

tlashbacks to our homes in the States.

All along we had guessed that our next big test would be an assault
on the Siegfried Line ahead of us. But higher headquarters had other plans,
and on the 8th of Dcc.cmbcr we sent an advance party to the Hurtgen
Forest. The same day an advance party from the 4th Division came to
prepare for their unit to relieve us. The next day the main body from the
8th Infantry Regiment arrived and immediately took over our outposts.
The had just come from long bloody weeks in the Hurtgen Forest, and we
obtained from them many valuable suggestions on woods fighting. Early
in the morning of the 10th, we departed northwards and arrived late the
same day in the vicinity of Gressenich.

»mev“;"'

e T

Empty 8lmm Mortar
Cartons Used In Fake
River Crossing
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IV
HURTGEN FOREST

Mud in Hurtgen slows armor

. Marking off mined area
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We crossed the border into Germany on the 10th of December. For
weeks we had heard and read of the bitter hell that was the Hurtgen Forest.
In spite of oursclves, as we were now being swallowed up into its darkening
depths, an uncconscious feeling of dreadful anticipatiton came over us. We
had known war in the open, we had known war in the hedgerows, in cities
and in towns — and we had faced it bravely and had been loyal to our
determination not to dive up an inch of our hardwon ground. Now, as we
silently and solemnly foresaw the dread uncertainties of war in the Hurtgen
Forest, it took every last measure of our courage to dispel those fears. The
Hurtgen Forest, dark, foreboding, and treacherous as it was, seemed sym- .
bolic of the enemy we had left our homes to fight. We helped clean out
that forest, and we are proud of our part in making it something no longer
for anyone to fear. It's with a feeling of warm pride that we wear the Distin-
guished Unit Citation we carned in the Hurtden Forest. We had been given
a difficult job to do and we did not fail.

Our first day in the forest was anything but encouraging. All around
us the tall trees scemed o reach up to touch the cloudy, rain-filled skies.
Wherever we walked, we had to wade through sucking, Soupy mud that
reached well over the top of our combat boots. Many a vehicle was bogged
down for long hours in this mire. We dared not wander far off the beaten
track as we were encircled by an invisible ring of snipers, and the booby-r
trapped trees and mines made each of us more doubly cautions,

Our presence here wasn't to pass unnoticed by the enemy. That night
planes swooped low over us and strafed us. Their mission was'nt successful.
Anti-aircraft units to our rear gave them a warm welcome and it was with
great relief that we watched the umbrella of bright ack-ack that drove these
raiders away. .

The next day was quiet. In the secure dimness of our muddy dugouts
we planned our next day’s attack. Our mission was to take Hof Hardt, a
cluster of houses on the forest’s edge. At 121000 we jumped off, and by
dusk Hof Hardt was ours, but only after slow, bitter houArs of fighting. Tree
bursts made our progress very slow. Snipers and mines convinced us beyond
all doubt of the hellishness of war. G Company literally butchered their
way forward, and their bloddy bayonets stood mute witnesses to how diffi-
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Dugout Entrance in the
Hurtgen Forest

Anti-Tank Gun Goes Into Action
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artillery on G and F
counter attack.

Companies and in the wake of this barrage came a
Their two tanks and a company of infantry were no match
for our defensive power and we knocked out both tanks and forced their
beaten footsoldiers back across the tracks.
I'he Battalion held fast the next day. We sweated out an intense
artillery barrage while units on our flanks caught up with us.
‘The following day was December 16th. Perhaps it was just another day
on the calendar to folks back home, but to us, on the the edge of the
ifurtgen Forest, it was a day filled with all the horrors and harshness that
war can produce. Dawn brought an unusually heavy concentration of
cnemy artillery on the areas held by E and G Companies. Sometime, in the
dark of night, enemy infiltrated through our lines, and F and B Companies
spent a busy morning tracking down upwards of 80 of these Germans.
We were told to expect a counter attack, and it came in the direction of
(; Company. Behind the protective armor of 4 Tiger tanks and a battery
of self-propelled guns, a batalion of footsoldiers tried to find a soft spot
in our lines, but G Company was 'nt awed by this display of power tactics
and stood their ground. It took great courage for those men to be unmind-
ful of the odds against them, and it took every man’s full fighting ability
to put the enemy to flisht. The lead tank was knocked out by a rifle grenade
sired from a carbine and a well-placed bazooka round crippled another tank
bcy()nd practical use. The forward observer of our Cannon Company direc.
ted one of his 105’s point blank at an 88. The shell hit the breech of the
Jerry gun and blew it to pieces. From the front, G Company fired at the
enemy with every available weapon and, from the flanks, H Company’s
machine guns caught retreating Germans in a deadly crossfire. For four
hours the battle raged. The two remaining tanks managed to get back tq

Gruzenich

4
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Men and Armored Car at G'UZ€nich

Weapons Are Made Ready for the Next Push

the protective defilade of the railroad embankment and the few Germans

who survived this death trap seemed glad to come in with hands lifted high

and trembling stammers of surrender on their Hps.

Everyone fought that day: mess sergeants, up With chow unexpectedly
but willingly, became riflemen: telephone operators and clerks pitched in
to help fire away at the enemy, and many 2 painfully wounded soldier beg-
ged the medics to let him return to his place on the lines.

This attack was part of General Von Rundstedts great winter offensive:
The ,bulge” wasn’t a word to be found in our vocabulary. Hitler’s Christ-
mas surprise for us backfired into staggering fatality lists for those ele-
ments of his army, who risked the determined stand of the men of ourf
Regiment.

Gruzenich wasn't entirely clear of enemy opposition, for here and ther®
on the outskirts of town nests of German troops Were still sources of trouble-
The Plans of guemfions for the next day called for our Systematic wiping
out of these pockets, while troops of the other tWO Battalions would deceiv®
the enemy into believing that Rolsdorf was our objective. Colonel Crabill’s
plagt, VAS & Sy The Germang massed their main defenses around RO
dorf, and our Battalion Spearheaded the Regiment's real drive towdrl 2
Duren on the Roer River,

PACOmDYY I'ed ﬂ,]is attack and, with the
houses on both sides of the 1, 4 lé’ading down to the river. G Com

hclp of F C()mpany, c]cared
paﬂyf
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to the left, had an all-day job on their hands — sniper and machine gun
firc hampered their task of clearing out a factory along the railroad tracks.
£ and F Company moved so quickly that they caught many of the enemy
completly off guard. In their charge down the road they captured several
mortars and anti-tank guns and their crews, and even knocked out a
Mark IV tank. H Company’s mortars and machine guns were particularly
effective in causing confusion among the enemy. Heavy artillery and mortar
fire kept us from reaching the river until the next morning. While we were
consolidating our positions during the night, the enemy did what we had
expected him to do: he retreated across the river and deafening roars during
the night told us that he had blown the bridges leading into Duren. We
set up defensive positions on the river's bank troughout the day, and waited
for the units on our flanks to come up to straighten out the lines. The
enemy knew where we were and, to add to the discomfort of the rain and
snow, he made the next few days noisy and unvomfortable with an incessant
parrage of artillery and mortars.

On the 20th, clements of the 414th Regiment of the 104th Division came
to take our places opposite Duren. We were looking forward to a much-
needed rest, but the situation then was so critical that we hac% to forego
this privilege. Our next few days were spent on the road. We travelled
from Gruzenich to Eilendorf and from there to the Haverennege-Rochfort
sector defended by units of the 78th Division. :

" We will never forget the Hurtgen Forest: These past two weeks had
been hectic — filled "with the horror and hellishness of war. As we left
the Hurtgen Forest sector for our new assignment, the Chaplain "doubted
that the blue braid of the Infantry could ever burn long in hell — there's
toc much blood and mud on it.“ That was the Hurtgen Forest. For our

Street Inside Gruzenich
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We had helped drive the enemy out of France and Luxembourg and we
had helped repel the enemy’s great counteroffensive in Germany. Nowe
found oursclves in another forest area, this time the Ardennes in Belgium.
Two questions stood foremost in our minds: one was, "Where is the rest
of the Army?", and the other, "What in the hell are we doing here?®. It
didn’t take long before both of these questions were answered for us.

The Germans had "bulged” the week before. They had retaken miles
of territory, captured stores of equipment, and inflicted heavy casualtics
on our forces. All available units were committed to halt this desperate
onslaught and to retake the ground that had been lost. Von Rundstedt had
planned well. Te attacked at a time when the weather was his greatest
allv: our vehicles froze, our weapons froze, and we froze with them. The
rapidity of his attack caused great confusion and our long supply lines
were hampered severely by the cold weather and snow. The SS, Paratroopers,
Panzer Divisions, and the weather comprised a powerful force, but all to-
gether were not enough to drive the Allies back and to keep us off German
soil. We had come too far to even think of stopping now.

On December 28 th, we jumped off with the mission of sccuring the
approaches to Rochefort and of relieving the A Company troops surro-
unded in the city. E Company spearheaded the attack with tank support,
and this team reached the city’s outskirts before the enemy provided any

Bad Weather Causes Traffic Jams
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opposition. ", . . Mg ' .
nks and infantery were waiting for our men, and it was with

lzzc?it;m]:]h(u:}f; )that our forward eclements cxltizlr?cL Roih(;fort. Just inside
they passed, hiil?ln} “’l‘-'n—b.\"l’abs‘-‘} ldl;' ‘l})l?li:\rsan\v::cdz\ & tan—k ehites
- from the en ’t‘;m]\cra opened Tr(' and 7 .vn many of our

g rear. £ Company continued forward until pressure on A
2 Was relieved. In the meantime, G Company cleared the woods
cast of the town and destroyed a company of Germans. Our positions in
fown \\'Frc S€Cure, so we remained in Rochefort for the night. The main
body ’of (;Cl‘m:lns had withdrawn and left behind a delaying force of 55
men. These We¢ rounded up and took prisoner the following day.

The British came and relieved us and moved to Baux Chavanne to
relieve clements of the 82nd Airborne Division. Our mission was to repel
any counter-attael We remained here until the 8th of January and our
activity was limijteq to sending out patrols.

On szuzlry 9th we moved to Halt, Belgium. E and F Companies
attacked down a roaq to the northwest of Petite Langlir. E Company met
light resistance apg gained their objective quickly. F Company was not so
fortunate. As soon gg they secured the crossroads, they became the target
of a Major counter-offensive by enemy  Panzer and Infantry troops. Our
men ros¢ to the occassion, repulsed the attack and drove the Germans:
back along snow-covered roads to the road block.

Though the snow was heavy on January 10 th, we gave the enemy no
rest. We staged a daring attack which overran every machine gun nest and
defensive position in the woods ahead of us. E and. G Companies drove

Doughboy Express — Next
;. Stop Petite Langlir




turthest ahead and reached points across the river west ot Langlir. South-
west of the crossroads a large farmhouse overlooked the countryside that
led up to Langlir. The enemy used this strong-point to good advantage and
delayed considerably the forward advance of other units in thce Regiment.
I Company was called upon to take this obstacle. With an cxpert flanking
maneuver they forced the German tanks to deploy and stormed the
farmhouse.

That night our artillery concentrated on the city of Petite Langlir in an
attempt to soften up the enemy. Under cover of this heavy firc, E and G
Companies attacked through the snow drifts, undergrowth, and thick woods:
They advanced 1500 yards and, with darkness to aid them, entered the town:
The enemy was taken by complete surprisc: their casualties were heavy
and a artillery CP was captured intact. >

81 MM Mortar in Action

Engineers Building Brigd®
Across Iced River




Digging Out the Ammo

Defense pf Battalion O. P.

With G and L Companics securely in position in Petite Langlir, F
Company received orders the next day to take Langlir, just across the
river. The attack was unneccessary, for friendly troops had already taken
—the town, and F Company moved back to rejoin the rest of the Battalion.

Two miles southeast was an important crossroads that had to be taken
before the 3rd Armored Division could advance. F Company reached
this objective carly on the morning of the 13 th, but only after a long,
drawn-out night fisht. They took many prisoners, and once they were
almost cut off completely from the rear. In the morning, German tanks
counter-attacked and cut the 3rd and 4th platoons from the rest of the
Company. American tanks arrived on the scene and put an end to the
German menace by knocking out two tanks and forcing 125 Germans to
surrender. F Company showed great courage in tulfilling their assignment
and our Commanding General gave them special mention in his commen-
dation of the Battalion. In the meantime, the rest of us were clearing
enemy out of the high wooded area that overlooked the town of Honyelez,
and by dusk we had reached the edge of the forest that approached the
town. The enemy had not expected us in this sudden strike eastwards, and
we caught them by complete surprise. G Company entered the town first
and found themselves uninvited and found unwelcome guests of enemy
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CP personnel busy ‘at breakfast. Three quarters of the o was cleareq
out quietly and thoroughly before any opposition was encotntared and thig

resistance was speedily overcome. Honyelez on the German supply TOUte
was ours: we had severed the enemy’s supply lines, Unsuspcctiﬂg vehic.

les drove into the town only to be destroyed or captureq

On January 18th, E Company had the task of cleariy |, dense forest
and securing the high ground 4 mile ahead. The lead pa{t’ dl encountereq
a tank and platoon of Germapg, Our patrol waited untij] t}rlo first platoarn,
arrived and between them they drove away the tank ang killf:d i woundeg
most of the f:nemy. They helq up at this point for the nijht and in the
morning continued on to theijy objective, Though they Werf:, in res€rve, |
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Compﬂn_\' men were not idle. They maintained a shuttle system for bringing
UP hot meals to the men of the other two line Companies.

We staved in Honyelez until January 22nd. The 333 rd Regiment of
the 83 rd came to relieve us, and we moved back to Tohagne, Belgium, for
2 long awaited rest. Here we reorganized and trained to our methods the
Many replacements who joined us. The following two weeks were filled
Wwith training during the day and welcome passes in the evening. Liege
and Paris were leave cities and many of us were fortunate to make the
PaSs quotas to these places.

Fcbruur_v 5th we were ordered to remove our shoulder patches, and
unit designations were taken off the bumpers of our vehicles. Ours was
40 be a "secret” move. We left Tohogne and passing through Liege, arrived

Generals Bradley, Macon,
and Stimpson Talk it Over

Mattress-G I Style
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On February 26 th .
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Page. VIII

HEADQUARTERS 83 RD INFANTRY DIVISION
Office of the Commanding General
APO 83, U. S. Army

5. February 1945

SUBIJECT: Commendation.

TO : Commanding Officer, 2 nd Battalion, 329 th Infantery, APO 83
U. S. Army. ;
Thru : Commanding Officer, 329 th Infantery, APO 83, U. S. Army.

1. The excepionally meritorius performance of combat duty by our
Battalion during the accomplishment of the Division’s mission in the
ARDENNIES 27 December 1944 to 21 January 1945 brings great credit to
you and to the Division.

2. The 2nd Battalion demonstrated outstanding determination, courag¢,
and military skill in its operations in the Langlir-Bois De Ronce area. The
seizure of the edge of the woods East of Linglir and the capture of Pont
De lLanglir was a vital fact in the capture of Petite Langlir and Langlir by
the Division. The action of F¢ Company on the morning of 13 January
while cenroute to a blocking position Southwest of Langlir was par‘ticularly
praiseworthy. Also noteworthy was the capture of Honyelez, which was
accomplished by the 2nd Battalion on 14 January 1945 with complete
H surprise.

3. I highly commend you and your unit for the successiul accomplish-
ments of a diffiicult mission.

ROBERT C MACON

Major General, U. S. Army
Commanding.
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For a long time we had been told to expect the enemy to blow the dams
along the Rocer River. When we were at Gruzenich we talked about this
at great length and wondered how long the Germans would wait before
they used this their strongest obstacle to our progress and speculated on
the difficulties involved in crossing the rushing, swollen river. Our expec-
tations became a reality, and we spent the last days of February waiting
for the waters to recede so that we could make a crossing.

Plans called for the 29th and 30th Infantery Divisions to make the
initial assault with the 83 rd Infantry Divisions and the 2nd Amored Divis
sions to “follow closely behind them. We were fortunate in drawing the
casy assignment of reserve Battalion of the reserve Regiment. We crossed
the Roer near Julich on a bridge built by our Engineers. The operation
involved thousands of troops and long convoys of equipment. Some con-
fusion resulted from this mass movement and we were lucky to escape
with nothing more than jangled nerves and a case of shortened tempers.
We spent the next day, Ist of March, on the east bank of the Roer. We
stayed in open fields for the nearby towns were in shambles and offered
no other alternative. Enemy artillery was aware of our location and were
glad that we had dug our foxholes deep. Late afternoon brought an alert
to Move on a half-hour's notice and we prepared to move forward and

?mklil}t‘{tfl
= Uridge +

Gateway to Germany
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Alles kaput

then awaited impatiently orders to "saddle up® and take off. Movement
orders did not come until the afternoon of the next dav.

It was during the rainy afternoon of March 2nd t};at we finally did
move forward. Our objective was to advance towards Neuss and then to
move on to the Rhine at a point opposite the city of Dusseldorf. Intense
enemy activity drove us off the main road. We tried travelling on the side
roads and trails, but these were almost impossible because of the heavy
mud, so we went back to the main roads — the importance of speed made
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us oblivious to cnemy marksmanship. The advance parties and Company
guides moved into the town of Holzheim by way of the dreaded ”Lucky
“I'eeter” corner, a crossroad that the German 88's had zeroed in well. We
inoved into town on foot, and that way missed most of the “incoming
snail’. Company I became confused by the orders and approached the
town, ready to wrest it from enemy hands. Elements of the 33Ist were
already in the town, and only hasty raising of white flags prevented the
£ragedy of an unwitting civil war. E and F Companies took their places
beside the 331st spread out along the Erft Canal.

Before us coursed the Rhine, Germany's first natural barrier of defense.
‘Although we won acclaim for being the first American soldiers to reach
the Rhine, we were prouder still that we had debunked the enemy’s boast
ghat W¢ would never reach this river.

On Road to Neuss
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- Rtde in Neuss

The next few days we enacted the American version of ,,Watch on the
Rhine™ and sweated out nightly bombings by the faltering Luftwaffe and
continual shelling from German artillery in Dusseldorf across. the river.

Elements of the 99 th Division came up and took our holding positions
along the River and the Erft Canal, and we moved back to Neuss, where
We rested and trained for the eventual river crossing. Although German
artillery \was zcroed in on us and continued to pound us day and night,
many of us concerned ourselves with taking care of the abundant supply
of Schnapps and cognac we found in the town. Neuss was a rich Rhine-
land town, so for the time being we lived in comparative style, with
bathr()Om, clectricity, and even radios. We had come heré as CONQUErors,
and we were acting our role to a T

We enjoyed these luxuries for two weeks, and then we moved back
to l'[Olland to make further preparations for the Rhine. Long days we
BBENCT o ccault boats, and in the evenings we were allowed welcome passes
B0 ncarby towns.

The news of the crossing at Remagen was greeted with joy, and it
pleaseq us to hear how rapidly our armor was pushing ahead into the Ruhr
Valley, With repeated victories for our forces came rumors that the Germans
would Surrender soon, and the optimistic news broadcasts were our greatest
morale factors in those days of preparing for further battle that we hoped

wouldp?
't be necessary.

Dough Captures Himself a
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Hopeful rumors of an carly German surrender did not materialize, so
we re

signed ourselves to uncertain weeks of further war. How much longer
the war would last, we couldn’t even guess, but we were sure that victory
was ours and that V-E Day was inevitably close.

On March 28 th, we again entered Germany. Our first day was spent
at Forstar-Schelsan. At dusk on the next evening we crossed the Rhine
‘l- c a bridge hastily constructed by our Engineers. We were dgrate-
];llva;i)‘.()lt:]i‘s cusv. way of crossing — assault boats are not conducive to a
A < 3
i10“‘4 life. s M R R R, S AE St

The 29 th and 30 th \\ch.qu)s o.t rapid movement as we furthered our
ance towards Berlin.  Swift-moving armor was spearheading the way,
zﬁ.l\;-l::ur mission was to engage the cut-off enemy forces wherever we could
ant

et them. The German press must have reported many “strategic with-
e

wals* those days, for we didn’t catch up with the fleeing enemy until
1]‘;[ als
;:-lstcr Sunday-

Y South of : . ' . .

1. cleared the entire area to the right of the Lippe River and pushed
e CICc
what Germ

ans remained back across the canal. With good observation,

fired direct across the canal at the men of E Company. The casualties
v [1re

they

Beckum, a force of enemy tried unsuccessfully to make a stand.

. fliced were not many
¢hey inflicec

Si“CC we bxought our 110“1\’)' \VC&I})OI\S il’ltO
1 llld thCSC ecnemy 1)05“30“8 WCEre sSoon \\Cllt['d“ZCd. \’\70 Wwere ordcred
ﬂ(/tl,

hold up at this point. On April 3 rd, a Battalion from the 75th Divi-
to N(

ne to relieve us, and we moved eastward to Haustenback. Here a
jon cai
sion

Easter Sunday Dinner




i Company of tanks from the 736 th Tans Battalion joined us and we tcamed

a up throughout the rest of the campaign.

! ' The town of Horn was our next objective and F Company drew the
:f assignment of leading the attack. The terrain gave an advantage to the
I ecnemy. Heavy woods led up to Horn and from atop a cliff at the cdge of

y town the enemy looked down at our troops and tanks approaching through
the forest area. This excellent defensive position commanded the only road
leading into Horn from the west, and, as we found out the hard way, was
: ‘manned by 4 Lt. Colonel and a company of die-hard paratroopers. Even
‘H‘ this defense could not withstand our tanks and machine guns. Two 20 mm
lﬁ guns were knocked out and with fire and movement we climbed the cliff
and entered the town. A small group was left behind to ferret the remaining
enemy out of their holes in the cliff. 7

As they entered Horn, some of F Company’s men came jn as Suest’s
of the tankers — they rode along on the sides of the tanks, The retreatines
enemy tried vigorously to halt our progress three times, but none of thcs:-
c'ountcr-‘dthkS WEIC successful. 1t was here that we mit civilian resistance
for the first time fighting side by side with the Germang s & 28 ci\'iliuhL
ared panzerfausts at our tanks. This desperate civilian dcf-rsj‘ intcnsific?
the deeper Wwe droV(‘: into the heart of Cermany cn;(, (,‘()mpun(,
?': follOWcd CIO?CIY' affer \F Company, and, in ovcrrumﬁng)' 5 Y
1 captured a very much surprigeq and chagrined Germg B B
‘ .member the capture of fy, el : Sman geperal.” We wigp
' < ed Division towardg t;n s g S_tdrt O \ouTeirat race* with the 2 ng
Armor ¢ Elbe River. Some haye NN oF Flog,,

ind them that hepeo
to reml 3 Was developed a new iy
»Gouvenier hunting and shootings ; teamwork technique,

On th‘? n:‘\t (‘Iay' G COmpany led "Task Force RGP AT e a w
ed ?lt Of {zfl?}llsc and acelajpm,. They spearheaded tl1clt1§hlc .to' ; .ltZ.CIL
: hCCh (Llis sevca rcmarkab]e display of maneuyey a ?tta]lo‘nls]‘n ldcck
| .I.ld roadblock on & RutchieEmet ts firse Strong o, osition '(
e the Outskirts of Sheider. The attaclt };)g,l,)(,cd dowit
f—2—4 >
e o G e
: Ound it »ssary to us : RS
e o : necessary ¢ thej austs
it PeE .onnffoles tII)latS;“o[:ug ' well, they fought like C(:r p-anzlcrt“'oundssl
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The rat-race in pursuit of retreating -Germans continued trough the
next day — and for many, manv davs after that as well. In our 30 kilo-
meter Slash across Germany on ;\lv}il 6 th, towns and villages fell into
our hands so rapidly that we could hardly recall what any of them looked
like. Never in our combat days so far had we covered so much territory
with so much speed. Just before dusk, F Company moved into Boden-
weder on the Weser, and snipers immediately let us know that we were
a0t welcome there. Each house in this river town was searched and in an
hour’s time 81 prisoners were rounded up. There was no rest for the weary,
for shortly before dawn I Company sent a platoon to cross the Weser and
get a foot-hold on the opposite bank. Their efforts to keep the Germans
from blowing up the bridge were not succesful. The enemy set off ex-
plosives and the bridge sank into the muddy water.

On the 7 th of April we crossed the Weser River using the bridge the
2nd Armorcd had constructed farther north. That day we kept pace with
the Armored Division. Enemy planes strafed us in a vain attempt to slow
us down but by the day’s end our gains totalled 30 kilometers, a score of
villages and 200 more prisoners.

Larly the next day the reconnaissance units with us moved ahead.
We followed closely behind and cleared the woods and farmhouses of the
Germans who could't keep up with the "strategic withdrawals®™ of their




comrades. The day’s operations saw the Battalion move across the Leine
River. We gained 15 kilometers and took 146 prisoners and captured seve-
ral big prizes — among these were a synthetic oil refinery, one of Germany's
largest underground armement works, and, what scemed most welcome,
a complete brewery. The Schnapps flowed like water!.

April 9th found the Battalion CP at Ardenstedt and the Companies
scattered around the nearby villages. We stopped for the dav to catch our
breath before we again took to the road. It was while taking these towns
the last few days that cheering crowds lining thé streets brought back
memories of our liberation of France. Questioning revealed that there
wasn't a Nazi in town. Sometimes we believed these civilians, but mostly
we. didn't — war had made us sceptical "Bed-Check Charlic* paid us a visit

that night, but we were too busy resting or sampling our liberated schnapps
to let him get On our nerves,

‘T e morning of the i
Early on the morning of the () th, we continued our mad dash towards

> e found ourse o e
Berlin. We 1o rselves moving ahecad so swiftly that our allotment

of vehicles proved insufficient. We had the cnemy

) : ; on the run and ~ye
couldn't afford to let him gjgy down to catch his bre

; ath, so we loaded
equipment on : C ;
o and, d(:i\z g conour Captured enemy vehicles and besan our record-
’ €. VOov > F 2
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r - AT g ; : ;
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J &) . - e,
everythl LC' 5 Yeles to a, fire engine. The pregg called us the
»Rag Tag LIcus, and, even th h ig i ),
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Last of Luftwaffe Trying to K. O. Truman Brigde — The Engincers Float Our Armor Across Elbe

it was quickly shot down by our ack-ack batterics. We crossed the river
~and raced into Waltereinburg to set up defensive positions there. It was
well that we moved so fast, for almost immediately the cnemy began to
counter-attack. Wave after wave of Germans came after us and for a time
it looked as though we might be on the losing end of the battle. I Company
- moved over to Flatz and the enemy succeeded in cutting it off from the
rest of the Battalion. It was surrounded but remained typically
by repellmg counter-attack after counter-attack. F Company

~

E Company
had set up

-

Prisoner Taken After Attempt o Blow
Up Truman Bridge
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dcrcnsi\-c positions along a wood line with the help of H Company’s heavy
Weapong and IHeadquarters Company’s anti-tank guns. The enemy tried
an all.gut counter-attack at dawn and they came in using our method of
marchiyg fipe, IF Company beat off this attack, and the enemy decided to
try othér methods. All day long we dug in deeper and bettered our posi-
tions pp ¢ night the Luftwaffe began its nightly bombing raids but dawn
foun us still there — and determined to remain.

On April 15th the enemy was observed massing troops and equip-
ment i, the vicinity of Zerbst, 10 kilometers castward. To our flank, the
33 Ist was being subjected to the blow of a major counter-attack that was
dcsigncd to drive all of us back across the Elbe. Only one bridge spanned
the iver, and we were ordered to protect that vitally imortant link to vic-
tOry at 11 costs. During the day we sighed with relief when we saw elements
of the 2 nd Armored Division cross the bridge, coming to help us out. We
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were proud, too, that we infantrymen had accomplished what tacticians say
is impossible — we had established ad maintained a bridge-head that was
too much for armored troops who had tried it before. We gained wide
recognition for our speed in surpassing one of our Armys's best units.

The 331st Regiment had driven the cnemy back to their defensive
ring around Zerbst. With the threat to our foothold on the cast bank of
the Elbe minimized, we moved ahead to positions within artillery range
of Zerbst. In moving ahead, we noted the fact that enemy road-blocks were
facing east rather than westwards. This meant only one thing: the Germans
had expected the Russians to reach the Elbe before we did.

We spent the following week in holding positions. While we waited
for an order to attack the town, we sweated out incessant artillery

bar-
rages and repeated visits of low-flying German planes.

Advancing into Zerbst
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Doughboys on Tanks Going Into Zerbst




Germans Come Into Zerbst To Surrender

Engineer Unit Opens Street in Zerbst
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