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DEDICATION

This history is dedicated to all Members
of the 2nd Battalion, past and present.

On the field of battle you proved that you
were men worthy of the responsibility given to
you by your country. Your valor, besides win~ i
ning for your the high honor of the Distinguis= £55
hed Unit Citation, contributed directly to the & -
defeat of our enemy and the restoration of
Deace in Europe.

4 We can never forget those gallant men who
gave their lives so that our way' of life could .
Sutrvive.
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NORMANDY




As we lav off ythe coast of France waiting for facilities for unloading
d the sca to calp, we had a chance for our stomachs to settle and to
evelop our sca legs. The rumors were thick and as vicious as rattle snakes.
The landing pperations were accomplished by each unit scrambling

wn the nets

to landing -craft and then being transported to shore.
e beach line Avas crowded with every tyvpe of American landing craft,
minate being the ,Duck™ which at that time appeared to
winning z"u/ war for us. .

he origfnal impression was that our ”D* day troops had suffered
cavily, cspecially in ships. There were hundreds of large boats all lined
p parall

eeded /a breakwater and, by sinking these ships, one was provided.

with the shore and half submerged. The answer was that we

cach group reached shore, they were met by their Commanding
ifizer and First Sergeant and were checked off the passenger lists. This
As our first roll on the mainland of Europe. Each Company was formed
nd marched off in a colum of two's, sweating it out in more ways than
ne. It was a hot June day and each man was loaded down with excess

Relaxing aboard ship



cquipment besides wearing woolens and fatigues. After a seven milé""
along a dusty road we were ready to fight anything that got in ou

\While ¢nroute to our assembly arca several men bw‘mc careless
crossed the characteristic white tape and were blown up by mines
were our first casualties on the continent. L 'f»i"f

Our assembly arca was designated as Columbiens, France,
we bedded down for the night using old mother earth asla bed with®
bunk beside us in the form of a fox hole. We rcmam%d in thls l
several days before pushing on. \ 3

Bright and early on the morning of the 27th. we found ourse
with our hiking shoes on headed for the vicinity of Carentan. Du i
march it seemed like we passed every special unit the army had particy
units of artillery. Almost before we knew it we were crossing the:

e Charlie®, The ack-ack boys thrcw a
.attemp to Brmg )hlm do a‘-‘ﬁ t we

,‘- veld us and by the 3rd
dred, hub to hub.

V:{:‘{ d wi out fail the C O would say ”Thls
‘ddy;sald it thls day too but we dont rem

o3




Fioing i hedgerows

ghd I Companies were committed with the mission of attacking
Heavy resistance was met by the attacking companies all day and
only succeeded in gaining two hedgerows. At one point they were

lany of our men sank in the waist-deep mud of the swamp. German tanks
were parading at will and butchered E and F Companies with point-blank
fire. Each time H Company’s machine guns opened up they were blown
trom their positions.

The information we had received: as to the strength of the enemy proved
to be incorrect and our attack was fatal. E Company was considered a total
loss and I' Company was reduced to a third of it's size. G and H suffered
lisht casualties. At 2200 orders finally came to pull back and we were
glad of the opportunity to rest and reorganize. :

The next day was spent revovering from our terrific set back and
attempting to settle ‘our nerves. We set up outposts and, nervous as "v’le,
were, we were still determined to get at the Jerries. Company G and
part of Company H held the line for the night. Orders werga: for us not
to fire until we could see the swastika an a German's belt. G Company
caught a three man patrol along a fence line and shot them as theyl_
crossed over :

Later in the night we were ordered to move to a road )unctnon south o
of Carentan in the 330th. Regimental area to back up the line. The 330th.
had been hit by a counterattack and their aid station had been captured.-i;_.




We took up positions at the road junction
midnight digging tox holes to sleep in.

We were awakened at early dawn by fire
sct firc to one nf our own tzmks It was hcrc that we

doughbobs mournfully callmg Mcdlc .
On July 6th. we moved to a new area and set up defensi _
sweated out the order for the next attack. Ahead of u was hedg"
after hedgerow and we knew that cach one meant a terlfié‘ battle.
cnemy had the advantagc of ideal defensive positions. Thcy had treri

enslaved pcoplc of Europe and to dcfcat our enemy. At the rate of
hedgerow a day we could see the war lasting for twenty years. E =

We were under heavy artillery fire throughout July 7th. but: for’
tely suffered only a few casualties. 12

G Company was called upon to clear a road junction that was
main supply route. The Jerries had reoccupied their old pos:tlon&
the night and had cut the 3rd. Battalion supply route. A terrific

ensued in which we used every thing in the book including antl-tag



Rabbaling
Battalic

~
to blast a housc that overlooked the road junction. Late in the afternon
the rest of the Battalion joined' G Company. The fight had been rough
and we had lost many men among which were several key NCO's that
had been with us since the Division was reactivated. We finally were able
to accomplish our mission when a P-47 dropped a bomb on our objective,
demoralizing the enemy and scaring hell out of us.

With night-fall came our usual change in orders we moved up along
the Jerries’” highway where we listened to our artillery put the enemy to
sleep. It was a very pleasant lullaby. At dawn we drew back about two
thousand yards and watched our Air Force inflict disaster on the enemy
positions.

Contact having been made with the Ist. and 3rd. Battalions, we moved
back to an assembly arca where we received orders for an anticipated
attack for the morning.

The planned attack did not materialize so we moved back to a rear
assembly area and took advantage of this opportunity to catch up on some
much needed rest.

On July 10th. E and F Companies attacked the town of St. Eny and
met only light resistance. However, as soon as we had taken the town we
were fired upon by tanks located on a nearby ridge. We suffered heavy
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casualtiecs. Our Companies now were reduced to such a low number of
men in cach that the nced for reorganization was apparent to all.

Not only had we lost men in killed and wounded but the continuous
strain had taken its toll in combat fatigue casualties. Later in the da';
the 4th. Division advanced on our flanks and forced the enemy to \Vlﬂl
draw from our front. With the immediate danger decreased, we dre‘.
back to rcorganize and dig defensive positions around the town.

resistance from tanks, machme guns, and mtantr\ Twelve tanks ~'_
reported to our front so we moved our antitank guns up to G Compan ;
area in anticipation of a counterattack. The position of the tanks
rcportcd back and a heavy concentration of artillery and mortar flre
brought to bear on them. :

dred yards and -took cover. The tank fired steadlly at them
artillery came to the rescue and reduced the danger. :
On July 14th. we received replacement of greatly necded OTﬁc

: men. Thelr first day with us was anythmg but cncoura

i3

ion. ffeihe tank made E Company’ s gxovements‘
%a"ttem' 'the-iBattallon adopted another plan. t
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Abandoned and 1 i

destroyed:

Two 88's and 275 MM 35
=
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I Company succeeded in locating the Tank but was unable to mov
the Anti-Tank guns into a firing position. The location of the Tank We
relaved to the Artillery observation plane, who called for artillery fire
on the position. Artillery fire, heavy H E fire from H Company’s 81 MM?
Mortars, and small Arms fire from our riflemen suceeded in ncutrah '
the tank and the enemy strong-point was reduced.

The 15th of July was a typical hot, sunshiny summer day, but, in spite of
the bright day, nothing but darkness seemed to loom over the drea
hedgerow that lay ahead. G Company succeeded in contacting the
Bn. of the 331st Regiment, which had been cut off for three days with
rations or communications. Continuing on, resistance began to mcr
until both E and G Companies were held up by German tanks -_
fortified hedgerow line. ;

gaining three more hedderows to the southeast before dnscovermg a
fortified defensive line. :
28 1) Compan) made a w1de sweep to the ]cft of G Company and

to button up, so we scttled here for the night.

After a restless night, during which very few of us were able‘ 0 sl
because of the close proximity of the enemy. G and E Companies suppo
by fire while F Company attacked in a movement,tOxoW
defensive fortress and take the ground directly to the front of G
Companies. Stiff resistance was met by F Company but they finally
in taking two hedgerows. %




Hedgerow Armor

Camoutlaged Tent in

Hedgerows

We dug in here and waited until we were relieved by the 331st Regi-
ment on the night of July 16th. We built defensive positions and set up
a final line of resistance some 300 yards to the rear and south of St. Eny.
It was here that our morale was boosted, as increased tank and air support
convinced us that we would no longer have to combat enemy armored
units with riflemen alone. ¢ '

The next nine days were peaceful, except for occasional shelling, and
we took full advantage of the'rest. We had no houses and no beds to sleep
in, so we spent our time improving our foxholes and lining them with
straw, which helped to keep out the dampness. Three hot meals each day
also assisted in making these nine days the most enjoyable we had ex-
perimenced since the Fourth of July.

perienced since the fourth of July.
21




On the 20th of July, we watched echelon of our bombers fly dve;.
It was an almost unbelievable armada, numbering over 5000 planes. The:
pounded the enemy defenses and paved the way for the break thr6u
at St. Lo, which was successtul in driving the enemy from Normandy._’(

Our participation in the breack-through was soon realized as we moves
up on line and relieved the 3vd Battalion. :

Patrols, sent out by G Company to feel out the enemy, came back
reports that the Germans were excited and disorganized, prcsumablg
cavse of the reported deep penetration of our forces in and around St

The following morning we attacked but met very stiff resistance. F €g
pany received machine gun fire from their flanks and were unable t
vance.- With very little gain for the day, we settled down in our posi
for the night. R

Following a tremendous artillery barrage on the 27th, we att
again, meeting little resistance in reaching and crossing the Tante
We moved to an assembly area two miles south of the river wheres
held up for the night.

Our spirits and confidence were restored. We had overcome our:
of battle experience which hampered us in early July and no
were experienced fighters. We had proved our worth by driving the er
from the dreaded hedgerows of Normandy and were now accepted
important cog in the dreatest fighting machine ever assembled, —thré:ﬁ
Army. In the short span of less than a month, the enemy had fe
power and had been driven out into the open. Early in Julf%a
fighting all day to gain one hedgerow, and now we moved ahead 5
miles a day, virtually unopposscd.
= On July 29th the enemy had been completely driven from
and our first campaign came to a successful conclusion. »
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No one nced tell a Thunderbolt vet that fighting in the Normandy
hedgerows was a tough deal: none of us liked particularly to press on and
on in the face of death -— especially when each of those harmless-looking
hedgerows nested hidden, waiting, lurking cnemy troops. The Brittany
hedgerows ditfered little from those we learned to hate in Normandy.
Though they parceled off the countryside in pretty patterns, they were just
as treachcrous and filled with just as much hidden, mortal danger. But
the scasoning we got in Normandy served us in good stead:. we proceeded
through the coastal regions of Brittany steadily and rapidly, and, what
is more important, as experienced, hedgerow-wise soldiers. August 4th
found us approaching Dolet, a village a mile short of Chateauneuf. We
had marched to our defilade position in a wide ditch that flanked the
railroad track. Our first job was to clear out the village ahead of us, and
it was no casy task. We jumped off at dusk in the face of an intense
concentration of enemy fire — small arms, mortars, artillery, and, every
now and then, the rumbling, deafening 340's fired from coastal guns miles
away on the shores of the sea. By 2200 every last German was driven
out of town. Under the cover of darkness, we planned the morning’s
attack and bedded down as best as we could for the night. .

Chateauneuf was our next objective. The enemy was'nt wﬂhng to‘
give up the city without a struggle, and we were just as ready to meet
him on his own terms. Every type weapon the ¢nemy had available, in-

| cluding tanks and coastal guns, swung around landwards, guarded the'
approaches to our goal. E nd G Companies were able to advance 500 yardsﬂ

forward in a brilliant display of fire and movement before they were pmne'd oL
down by machine gun and tank fire. Open ground lay ahead and, under
the cover of heavy tank fire, the men literally raced ahead to the outskl:ts
of the town. We found ourselves in an excellent position in attack Patrols




aggresiveness at once made us confident and assured of the sam‘e
leadership so chara«.tcnstlc of the two Commanders who had been wo
in the day’s action. - . e 3
We spent the morning of the next day, August 6th, in moving
an area just short of the town of La Bouralais. It was Sunday, and
of us took advantage of our Reglmcntal reserve situation to atten’d
sérvices and to rest. That afternon the Ist Battalion took the tow
towards evening we marched forward to our new defensive posmon

outer perimeter of La Bouralais.
We sent out patrols the next two days. A platoon
‘went out on a reconnaisance mission and was able to procecd 3000
—__ ahead before a counter attack forced them back to the security o
s Battalion area. Other patrols scoured the countryside for nests ©
in the speedy forward motion of the other Battalions. The |
still contained small groups of enemy who were more a nuisan
i threat. One by one our patrols flushed them out — our ds
prisoners looked 1mpresswe

enemy atfacked our positions and captured our aid station i
- medics- and our - chaplain were momentanly at the mercy ©
who seemed more ‘at a loss what to do than d1d the capti

:"bastlly Wlthdrew £ > < e

g

:mﬁa-.Wé were then put in Reglmental reserve and spent %,.



town ot Rothneut where we made contact with a unit of FFI. They were

well acquainted with the terrain these French were a big help in our
drive towards the Channel. (6 Company spearheaded our advance. The
gdinp was slow; it took long hours to silence the machine gun nests and
pillboxes along the way. By midnight we rcached the beaches and we spent
In the meantime, the

other Battalions were putting to siege Colonel Von Aulock’s Citadel de-
1 ¢ §

the rest of the night in consolidating our positions.

fenses at St. Malo. 3 miles northeast was another strongly fortified position,
Fort de la Varde. It was our mission to capture this fort. In what our
superiors termed a brilliant display of tactics and courage we did the
work assigned to us.

An hour before dawn our artillery began to soften up our objective.
Under this protective barrage, G and E Company slowly advanced close
enough to” knock out 3 high velocity guns. A fourth 75 proved to be too
much for these determined infantrymen, and heavy weapons were called
up to silence this gun. Two 57’s weren’t enough to do the job, so a battery
of 3 inch guns was towed up and they were able to knock out this last
big obstacle to our capture of the fort. By 2100, all the heavy enemy weapons
were silenced and our forward troops, now less than 200 yards from the
fort, were trading small arms fire with the enemy. The Germans saw the
futility of further resistance — 24 of them came out with hands upraised,
and the battle was over. Though no orders for surrender had been given
and no one waved a white flag, the Germans indicated that those still
alive in the fort had cnough. We took 197 of the enemy .prisoner. After

g HANA I oot
TR BB LA SN
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we had prepared to make the fort our home for the night, we examineq
every corner or it. We could casily see why our advance during the day
had been so slow. A fifty yard circle of mines and barbed-wire entang]e.
ments protected the landward approaches to the fort. Directly in frop
were 8 heavily reintorced concrete bunkers; these heavy weapon emplace.:
ments had connecting open trenches which enabled the Germans to moye

Barricade Around
St. Malo

.d

' GermanCoastal Defence




freely from bunker to bunker. The fort itself was actually a gigantic pill

box 200 teet across and 12 feet deep. It was built of reinforced con-

crete, 2 feet thick at the top and increasing to a 5 foot thickness at the

ground. The living quarters in the fort were complete enough to provide

ample comtort tor at least 300 men. In addition to the warehouse and

wireless room,*there was a completely equipped machine shop. Below ground-

level there was the reinforced ammunition dump. Here we found some

2000 rounds of 75 mm cannon, 100,000 rounds of small arms ammunitions

and 300 grenades. e ' . ;
Our next day’s operation was casy. During the low tide we went out s

to attack the Island of la Grand Bey. The Germans saw us coming, and o 4-:

rather than take the same kind of beating their Fort de la Varde neigh- N

bors took the day before, the entire force of 150 surrendered with all their

‘equipment. : ¥
The Division’s mission of clearing an estimated 15,000 Germans out;

of the 5t. Malo peninsula was completed. We left this region on the 19th

‘of August. Though the motor convoy ride southward seemed long,' we

were grateful that others had liberated the territory en route to Angers 2

and that we didn’t have to wrest these slow miles out of the enemy’s gras'-

™
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Our stav in the Loire Valley near Angers was, for the most part, a o

pleasant one. We helped defend the city by maintaining strong patrols %

for miles along the north bank of the river. A
The tirst atternoon we were there, E Company set up an outpost on 253

the island ot Pont de Ce, 3 miles south of Angers. During that night,'uqur

the cover of a heavy f()Q, a (}crman raidin;, party stormed the island, killing

the island. lntxl we left, they hved a semi- garnson sort of i ther %sf'
th¢ Company CP was located in an old castle, and for llvmg

they had a hotel, complete with ‘clean white sheets. The men
had tea zmd coffee scrvcd to them at odd hours, and if an'yon'

snipc away at the Germans across ; the river.

In the meantime, the rest of us repelled thhout dxf
cnemy  attempts to crogsﬂthe ' Com ]
maintained long motor pa
in Angers. : :
We were two weeks in these posmons and.t

Vendone f "',,tmnyxg.

Fratez

first paraﬂe’"
I‘ngland. l' was:a gi‘lﬂa
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R R A S e And Now to Work

boring towns, and there were even hews'baﬁgt
event Of course we were proud of thxs d@iy,’



) and 17th of September came the event that gained for

the 831 n wide newspaper puplicity and acclaim. General Elster
SUTT 20000 troops at Beaugency Bridge on the Loire. This was ’
the larg inber of troops to surrender to any American unit during
the War to his time. The next five days were busily spent in setting up
stockades tor these captives, feeding and transporting them to the rear.

With our mission accomplished in the Loire Valley, we moved first

to Orleans. Two days later, the 24th of September, we moved to Birch,
Luxcmbourg, where we were given a holding and patrolling assignment. :
Gur job was to clean all the enemy out of the area up to the high ground
that commanded a view of the Siegfried line. The opposition we met in
our mopping-up operation was light. Patrols cleared all the Germans out
of the assigned area and, by the afternoon of the 27th, we were setting up
defensive positions along the Luxembourg banks of the Sauer and Moselle.
Rivers. Just across from us was the vaunted Siegfried Line. From: then
on until we lett Lu\embourg it was largely a battle of nerves. The Germans:f

. {
/TR Y

%

¥

first step onto their homeland, and we sweated out whatever counter- <
measures the enemy might be planmng Both sides tried to feel out the -
other’s strength by sending out patrols. Our men were on constant alefﬁ
and in the first three da)s took prisoners from each of the 5 enemy patrols’ :

their pl“ boxes.

(1v1hans provcd helpful in pomtmg out mme locﬁ%"ﬁﬁ
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"-ﬁ.cven operated a laundry semce, and lt seemed th'_ f'

- i -

population who didn’t welcome our presence. In three succesSivc"\;(;Heys,
German artillery hit our Battalion CP at Herborn, the artillery CP, and a
battery of our big guns. Their accuracy made us suspicious, and lt'wasnt
long heforc we discovered the reason for this uncanny fire —‘a ;

day, while we were on the line, patrols went out Regular]y the
engage enemy reconnalssancc patrols in fire flghts, and it was a
that our patrols returned wnthout any prlsoners., shie :

Mcn werent the only casdaltxes"éf“ﬁ'ar. Onc dﬁy a herd of p gs

and also every chnckcn in s:ght to replemsh its food sup_p

(10 «




Approach to Luxembourg

Once, to increase the enemy’s case of jitters, we staged a fake river . .
er the Moselle. H Company’s guns were moved forward, and, 2
these and our artillery, a heavy rain of shells poured on the Sieg-

Linc. 11 Company alone fired 42 belts of machine gun bullets and a
housand rounds of 81 mortar in less than 25 minutes. Characteristically, -
s Sally reported the action as an unsuccesful attempt at crossing the
river. We laughed when we heard her boast, ”American Battallions attackmg

he north and northeast of Luxembourg were driven back across. ‘the
dosclle by a strong advance guard of our troops!™ >

Dav in and day out our patrols and observation posts plcked u
lormation on incrasing enemy activity and movement behind thei
bnes. Most of the information concerned troop mow em '
loading of trainload after tramload of cqulpment and ersonne‘l. t
we realize then that this was the German preparation for thelr great

oticnsive.

-
s
v

‘3“
: B

" Von Rundstedt Aimed at This
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Liberated

Captured High Boy

_ It was while we wcrc in this sector that we strengthened w
aIWays regarded as a great Battalion. Replacemcnts came to us_

become integral parts of our fxghtmg machme. :
‘to ourselves and those wbo entrusted us v with thi
 fighting mfantrymen. ‘As many t
- 6 patrols went out each




here were pleasant interludes during these days. What we'll always

cnember 18 tay in Lichternach — white sheets, comfortable quarters,

s stoves, champagne. Nor will we forget our passes to Luxembourg City,

c cream, and our Thanksgiving dinner — all these seemed like pleasant
shbacks to our homes in the States.

\Il along we had guessed that our next big test would be an assault

1 the Siegiried Line ahead of us. But higher headquarters had other plans,

md on the Sth of December we sent an advance party to the Hurtgen

rest. The same day an advance party from the 4th Division came to
vrepare tor their unit to relieve us. The next day the main body from the !
Intantry Regiment arrived and immediately took over our outposts. e 8
The had just come from long bloody weeks in the Hurtgen Forest, and we
obtained from them many valuable suggestions on woods fighting. Early
in the morning of the 10th, we departed northwards and arrlved late the"*'
same day in the vicinity of Gressenich.

St s
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Wo crossed the border into Germany on the 10th of December. For
weeks we had heard and read of the bitter hell that was the Hurtgen Forest.
fospite of oursclves, as we were now being swallowed up into its darkemng ;
j_\';t'f‘.\ m uncconscious feeling of dreadful ant1c1pat1ton came over us.\W

......

rcached well. over
down fol' loﬁ&

Our. pr.
planes swoop




cult their going was. That evening, we talked with especial pride of the
men of ' Company, who, by sheer courage alone, had rushed and overrun
5> machine gun nests.
Capturing Hof Hardt did not mean security and safety. The enemy poured
a thundering barrage of artillery onto our defense positions, and ours was
a sicepless night.
At dawn we continued our attack, with the town of Gruzenich as our
next objective. H Company’s mortars laid down an effective smoke screen,
and under its cover G Company moved swiftly across open fields to wooded

land that circled Gruzenich. F Company protected G Company’s left flank,
and, between them, all the small pockets of resistance scattered in the
woods were speedily mopped up. :
At the edge of the town the battalion reorganized"its far-flung ranks.
With G Company in the lead, we forced our way into Gruzenich. Re-
sistance was heavy and fierce and at bayonet point we repulsed the first
of a series of enemy counterattacks. We were determined to take that
town even though our progress was slowed down by the many snipers
and machine gun nests. By evening, half the town was ours. We decxded
to solidify our posxhons'— rather than risk wide dnspersal throughout the
town. F Company mamtamed a strong defenswe lme, and, under the cove

Pt

of darkness,,H Company set up its heavy weapbns in buﬂﬂiﬁ’gs‘*f t;eeﬁs







led in a ncarby cmbankmcnt. .
All along the line the




artillery on G and ' Companies and in the wake of this barrage came a
counter attack. Their two tanks and a company of infantry were no match
tor our detensive power and we knocked out both tanks and forced their
beaten tootsoldiers back across the tracks.

The Battalion held fast the next day. We sweated out an intense
artillery barrage while units on our flanks caught up with us.

The tollowing day was Dccember 16th. Perhaps it was just another day
on the calendar to folks back home, but to us, on the the edge of the
Hurtgen Forest, it was a day filled with all the horrors and harshness that
war can produce. Dawn brought an unusually heavy concentration of
enemy artillery on the areas held by E and G Companies. Sometime, in the
dark of night, enemy infiltrated through our lines, and F and B Companies
spent a busy morning tracking down upwards of 80 of these Germans.
We were told to expect a counter attack, and it came in the direction of
G Company. Behind the protective armor of 4 Tiger tanks and a battery
of self-propelled guns, a batalion of footsoldiers tried to find a soft spot
in our lines, but G Company was'nt awed by this display of power tactics
and stood their ground. It took great courage for those men to be unmind-
ful of the odds against them, and it took every man’s full fighting ability
to put the enemy to flight. The lead tank was knocked out by a rifle grenade
iired from a carbine and a well-placed bazooka round crippled another tank
bevond practical use. The forward observer of our Cannon Company direc-
ted one of his 105’s point blank at an 88. The shell hit the breech_of \
Jerry ;_un and blew 1t to plcccs From the h'ont G Company f

hours the attlc raged. The two remaining tanks managed tq get \back gf

Gruzenich

4
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Men and Armored Car at le

Weapons Are Made Ready for the Next Push

the protective defilade of the railroad embankment and the few
who survived this death trap seemed glad to come in with hands
and trembling stammers of surrender on their lips.
Everyone fought that day: mess sergeants, up with chow un"
but willingly, became riflemen; telephone operators and clerks pitel
to help fire away at the enemy, and many a paxnfully ound- l',di'_
ged the medics to let him return to his place “on the e ‘
~ This attack was part of General Von Rundstedts great winter oi
The ,,bulge“ wasnt a “ord to be found in our vocabulary ‘Hitler's C

< '4 - ==
l =

- was our objective. Co
sed their mai'n‘defenség arou

A




to 1 . had an all-day job on their hands — sniper and machine gun
firc | cred their task of clearing out a factory along the railroad tracks.
[ ar Company moved so quickly that they caught many of the enemy
completlyv olt guard. In their charge down the road they captured several
mortars and anti-tank guns and their crews, and even knocked out a

Mark I\ tank. I Company’s mortars and machine guns were particularly
cttective 1 causing confusion among the enemy. Heavy artillery and mortar
tirc kept us from reaching the river until the next morning. While we were
consolidating our positions during the night, the enemy did what we had

expeeted him to do: he retreated across the river and deatening roars during
the night told us that he had blown the bridges leading into Duren. We
set up defensive positions on the river’s bank troughout the day, and waited
tor the units on our flanks to come up to straighten out the lines. The
enemy knew where we were and, to add to the discomfort of the rain and
snow, he made the next few days noisy and unvomfortable with an incess_ant
barrage of artillery and mortars.

On the 20th, elements of the 414th Reglment of the 104th Division came
to take our places opposite Duren. We were looking forward to a much-
needed rest, but the situation then was so critical that we had to forego
this privilege. Our next few days were spent on the road. We travelled
frorn Gruzenich to Eilendorf and from there to the Haverennege-Rochfort
scctor defended by units of the 78th Division. P

We will never forget the Hurtgen Forest: These past two weeks had

been hectic — filled with the horror and hellishness of war. As y_e’left--.

the Hurtgen Forest sector for our new assignment, the C{mplam"doubt;:a
that the blue braid of the Infantry could ever burn long in hell — there’s
toc much blood and mud on it.” r our -

Street Inside Gruzenich
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work there, our Commanding General recommended us for the Distip.
guished Unit Citation — and we proudly take the liberty to cite here by
” words of commendation:

Headquarters 83d Infantry Division
APO 83, U.”S:"Arimy

General Orders Number 190: 4. September 1945,

UNIT CITATION

Under the provisions of Section IV, Circular 333, War Department

22 December 1943, and as approved by the Commanding General, Thirg
United States Army, the Second Battalion, 329th Infantry is cited for out-
standing performance of duty in armed conflict with the enemy from 12 De.
cember 1944 to 16 December 1944. o
On the morning of 12 December 1944, Second Battalion, 379th Infaniiy;
Regiment from positions in the Hurtgen Forest, Germany, initiated an a |
toward Duren, with Gruzenich as its objective. In two day of ;bl
fighting it advanced three thousand yards. It traveled through a"_'\

- heavily mined coniferous woods, constantly menaced by deadly art
and mortar tree bursts and heavy machine gun and small arms fii
~ twenty-five hundred yards it traversed an open plain against an‘
: ~ firmly entrenched astride the only axial road, amefmbjawwf cong_ﬁz
' ‘:fu:c from the wooded areas to both ﬂanl\s and in the face of direc

deter!mnatlon that forced a fanatxcal foe to glg_
y dvantage ,ﬁmpu’sxﬁon and b“i
’ _ecﬁ?e after dark on 13. Decembcrl '




the town. Boetore dawn of the 16th a terrific artillery preparation shook

the town for fitty minutes, completely blanketing Gruzenich. Then the -
enemy struck. German infantry and self-propelled assault guns moving under

cover of carly morning fog succeeded in penetrating the town. A vicious hild

hand to hand tight raged for two hours in houses, streets and courtyards.
Assault guns and tanks fired high velocity fire at point blank range. Several
wounded men ran out of the Battalion Aid Station and joined the fighting
despite their wounds. The effect of the indomitable fighting spirit of the 5
Seeond Battalion finally made itself evident. Those oft the enemy not killed, P
wounded or taken prisoners were routed and their offensive spirit com- ‘
pletely broken. Battalion losses in the four days action were one hundred
sixtv-two killed, w ounded or mlssmg It mfhcted losses on the enemy of anf

un(ktcrmmcd amount of enemy small arms and eqmpment aptl_’n'
dcstm\ cd Thus, as a result of the unwavermg fortitude and aggresdwe

and supcrb courage displayed by each man of the Batt
highest tradition of the Armed Forces.

Offical: N. P. Cowden Major AGD Ad
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We had helped drive the enemy out of France and Luxembourg and we
had helped repel the enemy’s great counteroffensive in Germany. Nowe
found ourselves in another forest area, this time the Ardennes in Belgium.
Two questions stood foremost in our minds: one was, "Where is the rest
of the Army?“, and the other, "What in the hell are we doing here?”, It
didn’t take long before both of these questions were answered for us.

The Germans had "bulged” the week before. They had retaken miles
of territory, captured stores of equipment, and inflicted heavy casualtics
on our forces. All available units were committed to halt this desperate
onslaught and to retake the ground that had been lost. Von Rundstedt had
planned well. He attacked at a time when the weather was his greatest
ally: our vehicles froze, our weapons froze; and we froze with them. The
rapidity of his attack caused great confusion and our long supply lines
were hampered severely by the cold weather and snow. The SS, Paratroopers,
Panzer Divisions, and the weather comprised a powerful force, but all to-
gether were not enough to drive the Allies back and to keep us off German
soil. We had come too far to even think of stopping now.

On December 28th, we jumped off with the mission of securing the
approaches to Rochefort and of relieving the A Company troops surro-
unded in the city. E Company spearheaded the attack with tank support,
and this team reached the city’s outskirts before the enemy provided any
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Taking Time Out
For Chow

Tank Destroyer On
Way to the Front
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opposition. Tanks and infantery were waiting for our men, and it was with
much difficulty that our forward eclements entered Rochefort. Just inside
the city E Company men by-passed an apparently knocked-out tank. After
they passed, hidden tankers opened fire and mowed  down many of our
men from the rear. E Company continued forward until pressure on A
Company was relieved. In the meantime, G Company cleared the woods
cast of the town and destroyed a company of Germans. Our positions in
town were secure, so we remained in Rochefort for the night. The main
body of Germans had withdrawn and left behind a delaying force of 55
men. These we rounded up and took prisoner the following day. $

The British came and relieved us and moved to Baux Chavanne to
relicve elements of the 82nd Airborne Division. Our mission was to repel
any counter-attack. We remained here until the 8th of January and our
activity was limited to sending out patrols.

On January 9th we moved to Halt, Belgium. E and F Companics
attacked down a road to the northwest of Petite Langlir. E Company met

light resistance and gained their objective quickly. F Company was not so

fortunate. As soon as they secured the crossroads, they became the target

E,of a major counter-offensive by enemy Panzer and Infantry troops. Our

men rose to the occassion, repulsed the attack and drove the Germans ~

. back along snow-covered roads to the road block.

. Though the snow was heavy on January 10th, we gave thc enemy no
rest. We staged a darmg attack which overran every machme gun nest and
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turthest ahcad and rcached points across the river west of Langlir. South-
west of the crossroads a large farmhousc overlooked the countryside that
led up to Langlir. The enemy used this strong-point to good advantage and
delayed considerably the forward advance of other units in the Regiment,
I' Company was called upon to take this obstacle. With an expert flanking
maneuver they forced the German tanks to deploy and stormed the
farmhousec.

That night our artillery concentrated on the city of Petite Langlir in ap
attempt to soften up the enemy. Under cover of this heavy fire, E and (
Companies attacked through the snow drifts, undergrowth, and thick woods,
They advanced 1500 yards and, with darkness to aid them, entered the town,
The enemy was taken by complete surprise: their casualties were . heavy

and a artillery CP was captured intact.

81 MM Mortar in Action
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Engincers Building Brigde
Across Iced River
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Defense of Battalion O.P.

With G and E Companies securely in position in Petite Langlir, F
Company received orders the next day to take Langlir, just across the
river. The attack was unneccessary, for friendly troops had . already hiken o
the town, and F Company moved back to rejoin the rest of the Battahon.

Two miles southeast was an important crossroads that'hacf to be‘faken o
before the 3rd Armored Division could advance. F Company reached -‘
this objective early on thg morning of the 13th, but only after a long,
drawn-out night fight. They took many prisoners, and once they were
almost cut off completely from the rear. In the morning, German tanks
counter-attacked and cut the 3rd and 4th platoons from the rest of the
Company. American tanks arrived on the scene and put an‘éngl to ghg‘
German menace by knocking out two tanks and fo rcmgu 125 Géi'm‘nns
surrender. F Company showed great courage m*fﬁlfillmg tlierr g
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Company men were not idle. They maintained a shuttle system for bringing
up hot mcals to the men of the other two line Companies.

We stave Honvelez until January 22nd. The 333 rd Regiment of
the 83 rd camne to relieve us, and we moved back to Tohagne, Belgium, for
p long awaited rest. Here we reorganized and trained to our methods the

many replacements who joined us. The following two weeks were filled
with training during the day and welcome passes in the evening. Liege
and Paris were leave cities and many of us were fortunate to make the
pass quotas to these places.

February 5th we were ordered to remove our shoulder patches, and
unit designations were taken off the bumpers of our vehicles. Ours was
to be a "secret” move. We left Tohogne and passing through Liege, arrived
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For a long time we had been told to expect the enemy to blow the dams
along the Roer River. When we were at Gruzenich we talked about this
at great length and wondered how long the Germans would wait before
they used this their strongest obstacle to our progress and speculated on
the ditticulties involved in erossing the rushing, swollen river. Our expec-
tations became a reality, and we spent the last days of February waiting
for the waters to recede so that we could make a crossing.

Plans called for the 29th and 30 th Infantery Divisions to make the
initial assault with the 83 rd Infantry Divisions and the 2nd Amored Divi-
sions to follow closely behind them. We were fortunate in drawing the
casy assignment of reserve Battalion of the reserve Regiment. We crossed
the Roer near Julich on a bridge built by our Engineers. The operation
involved thousands of troops and long convoys of equipment. Some con-

fusion resulted from this mass movement and we were lucky to escape
with nothing more than jangled nerves and a case of shortened tempers.
We spent the next day, Ist of March, on the east bank of the Roer. We
stayed in open fields for the nearby towns were in shambles and offered
no other alternative. Enemy artillery was aware of our location and were
glad that we had dug our foxholes deep. Late afternoon brpught,;:n alert
to move on a half-hour’s notice and we preparedﬁt_o move forward and
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s obliviou nemy marksmanship. The advance parties and Company
guides moved into the town of Holzheim by way of the dreaded ' Lucky h 53
Teeter” corner, a crossroad that the German 88's had zeroed in well, We
moved into town on foot, and that way missed most of the ” mcommg
mail". Company £ became confused by the orders and approached tha‘
town, rcady to wrest it from enemy hands. Elements of the 3318': werp
dready in the town, and only hasty raising of white flags prevented ‘
rragedy of an unwitting civil war. E and F COmpames 'took thelt:
beside the 331st spread out along the Erft Canal.” § - g

Betore us coursed the Rhine, Germany’s first natural barner Of C
Although we won acclaim for bemg the first Amencan soldrerSr'
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Topeful rumors of an early German surrender did not materialize, so S,

resigned ourselves to uncertain weeks of further war. How much longer N
war would last, we couldn’t even guess, but we were sure that victory ©

< ours and that V-E Day was inevitably close. g
On March 28 th, we again entered Germany. Our first day was spent = B _f‘f,’
Horstar-Schelsan. At dusk on the next evening we crossed the Rhine i,
lliver on a bridge hastily constructed by our Engineers. We were grate- A “‘

ful for this easy way of crossing — assault boats are not conducive to a
long life.
The 29 th and 30 th were days of rapld movement as we furthered our
wdvance towards Berlin. Swift-moving armor ‘was spearheadmg the wav,
lnd our mission was to engage the cut-oﬁ enemy forces wherever we could
ineet them. The German press must have reported many strateglc thh-
drawals” those days, for we dldnt catch up w1th the ﬂeemg enemy unﬁl
Easter Sunday. 7
South of Beckum, a. £orce .of enemy tned unsucccssfully to make a stand.,
We cleared the entlre ‘area “to the nght of the Llppe vaer and- pushed

\,’\‘
\
‘

thcy infliced weré not many smce we brought our heavy weapons mto
action and these _enemy posmons were soon neutrahzed. We were “ordered - B
to hold up ‘at th 'V‘LxQn'Aprﬂ‘ﬁrd. ‘a Battalion from the 75th wa-, oy

sion came to relieve us, 'and we movea ea‘tward to Haustenback. Here a

- < >




Company of tanks from the 736 th Tans Battalion joined us and we teamed
up throughout the rest of the campaign. : ;
The town of Horn was our next objective and F Company drew the
assignment of leading the attack. The terrain gave an advantage to the
cnemy. Heavy woods led up to Horn and from atop a cliff at the edge of
town the enemy looked down at our troops and tanks approaching through
the forest arca. This excellent defensive position commanded the only road
leading into Horn from the west, and, as we found out the hard way;'é'gas '
manned by a Lt. Colonel and a company of die-hard paratroopers. 'Eveh F
this defense could not withstand our tanks and machine guns. Two 20 mm
guns were knocked out and with fire and movement we cllmbed the chff it
and entered the town. A small group was left behind to ferret the remammg 2 _
enemy out of their holes in the cliff. ‘ o5

As they entered Horn, some of F Company’s men came in
of the tankcrs — they rode dlom, on the sides of the tanks. The I

deeper we drove mto the heart of Germany
in- overrunnmg"

the
followed closcly after F Companv and,

to remind them that hcrc was developed a new«-
“Souvenier hunting and shooting®.

than two hours, seven towns were captured al ong'
; ("erman soldiers. "Task Force thchle“ met its




The rat-race in pursuit of retreating Germans continued trough the ;
aext day and for many, many days after that as well. In our 30 kilo- =~ ==
meter Slash across Germany on April 6th, towns and villages fell into ’ff
our hands so rapidly that we could hardly recall what any of them looked =~
like. Never in our combat days so far had we covered so much territo'ry“-
with so much \pccd Just bctorc dusk 1~ Company moved mto Bod

Early the next da



comrades. The day’s operations saw the Battalion move across the Leine /
River. We gained 15 kilometers and took 146 prisoners and captured seve-

ral big prizes — among these were a synthetic oil refinery, one of Germany's /
largest underground armement works, and, what seemed most welcome,

a complete brewery. The Schnapps Howed like water!

April 9th found the Battalion CP at Ardenstedt and the Companies /
scattered around the nearby villages. We stopped for the day to catch our
breath before we again took to the road. It was while taking these towns
the last few days that cheering crowds lining the streets brought back
memories of our liberation of France. Questioning revealed that there
wasn't a Nazi in town. Sometimes we believed these civilians, but mostly
we didn't — war had made us sceptical "Bed-Check Charlie* paid us a visit
that night, but we were too busy resting or sampling our llberated schnapps

- to let him get on our nerves.

Z Early on the morning of the 10 th, we continued our mad dash towards

S Berlin. We found ourselves moving ahead so swiftly that our allotment
= - of vehicles proved insufficient. We had the enemy on the run and we

e : 'couldnt afford to let him slow down to catch his breath, so we loaded

? ~ men 4nd equipment on our captured enemy vehicles and began our record-
;‘:— = smashmg drive. Our convoys were made up of a motley mixture of Amencani
2t "'and Gcrman vehlcles If it had wheels, it became a troop-carrier. We used |
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An Ex-Jerry Gets Looked
Over f

"Rat Race’ Express

and took up the war where they had left off many. month beT
..Wé Vlso took 6 hospxtals filled with wounded German soldlers



ge ralroad tracks. When they were almost up to the tracks, Germans P
1 the boxears on the tracks opened up with all they had and inflicted heavy e
asualties o our advancing troops. This wasn’t enough to stop the men ". ok
of G Company, and they kept right on until they had taken a house just v
inside the city. F Company sought to join forces with the isolated G PE o
Company men, but strong opposition forced them to withdraw. Despite -
their precarious position, G Company held fest, and fought off the enemy : HE
all night long. "Bed Check Charlie® failed to make his rounds that night — '
instead, theLuftwatfe sent over a lone fighter that came in low and dropped >
2 bomb directly on G Company’s house. Casualties were heavy, and we
rcadied ourselves to make a big aftack to reach the remaining troops. The
sttack was'nt necessary, however, for at dawn the town’s burgomeistbr S
sent word to us that the German troops had just evacuated the clty
We immediately moved in and sent G Companys wounded back ,;tg hOS-
pitals in the rear. Alohg" w1th ‘the men of G Company ambus'ﬁea on t
day before, we moumed the loss o}/ Ouf grea?est casualty of fhe war e
'resident Roosevelt. We were one in feeling with the folks back home that }”é’;‘
the world had lost a great and magmflcent leader e

ing Battalion can be pround of'a reéord ‘such as that..'""' '
But the Elbg,gm’tfﬂowiqg’ : f'ugh Unter den L
time in surveyiﬂg past""‘ﬁbces’m,-buf/ readied our assaull
the cross;ng of thc river. The enemy obServed ouxj
const : P ; ~,p’lane l’l .'
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Last of Luftwaffé Trying to K.O. Truman Brigde — The Engineers Float. Our Armor Across Elbe

it was quickly shot down by our ack-ack batteries. We crossed the river
and raced into Waltereinburg to set up defensive positions there. It was
well that we moved so fast, for almost immediately the enemy began to
counter-attack. Wave after wave of Germans came after us and for a time
it looked as though we might be on the losing end of the battle. E Company
moved over to Flatz and the enemy succeeded in cutting it off from the

" rest of the Battalion. It was surrounded but remained typically E Company

by repelling counter-attack after counter-attack. F Company had set up
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C%oxfw beat off this. attack and
try other methods. All day king
tions That mg,ht the f,uftwaf/ fe







Germans Come Into Zerbst To Surrender

German Prisoners




Our attack didn't materialize, for on the 28th of April word came
from the c¢nemy that they would surrender Zerbst to us. We mounted
tanks and moved into the city and took 1500 prisoners without firing a
shot. We set up our defensive positions and that night "Bed Check Charlie”
paid us what was his last visit of thc war.

The next day we remained in our new holding positions. The Russians
were approaching from the cast, and throughout the day, steady streams
of surrendering prisoners poured into town. With the Red Army at their
heels, the Germans now seemed anxious to be our prisoners. On the 30 th
a forward.

Colonel Sharpe
Meets the,

detachment of Russian troops entercd 7erbst It was an historic oc
~ for us and one that we wclcomed w:th Joyful relief. The hnk-u e













