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SUBJICT: hction Against Znemy, Heports After/After Action Reports.
TO +  The Adjutant General, Washingbton, D. G. (Thru Channels /.

1., In compliance with letter, Headawarters 83rd Inf Div, file and subject
as above, dated 19 July 1Shl, the follewing After/After Action Beport is Sub~
mitteds

a. The iueg._nent continued its mission of the pabrolling of the Moselle-

Sauer River lins.

b. Due to the rather statie conmt"r on of the oLeratﬂ ons, & training
program was ingugurabed which necessitated a constant shifi of the personnel In
order that equal training could be had by all pe?"son_nel satbalions are now
robating a training scnedule whereby a battalion is drawn back te the ILaganu
line apcl receives imstructions and practice in atbacks on fortified positions.

cs As operations during the month comsisted practically mostly of
patrolling, very few casualties resulied.

2. A day by day account of the activities of the Regiment during the month
is atiached hereto.

For the Regimental Commander:

DOYLE R. BUNCH
uam,, Infantry
2 Incls. Adjutant
1 - Dgy by day summary. ) !
2 ~ Journal, 1 Oct bl to 31 Oct Ll

woad telegd

315,.1/101 1st Ind.
NEADGUARTERS 63D INFANTEY DIVISION, APO 83, U.S. Army, 22 November 19LlL.

“TO: Commandi ing General, VIIT Corps, APC 3uB, U.S. Army,
Forwarded.,
For the Commending General:
A7 ¥ D
/f; %r' { W‘J
He Po CO WDEN,

Major, AGD,
;‘St 4d7 General.

2 Tncls. n/c
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HEADJUARTERS 329TH INFANTRY
APO 83

1 Hovernber 194l

AFTER ACTICON HEPCRT ¥OR OCTOBER 19hl

1 0CTOBER 19b)

Compariy A continued the atbtack towards Grevenmacher, They encountered
small arms fire, artillery fire, mines .and road blocks, By night-fall they
had occupied part of the city but due to artillery fire were ordered to with-
draw during the night to high ground west of the e¢ity, A4 reinforeced platoon
of Go I, totaling sbout B0 men, moved to the vicinity of Usweiler by motor,
dismounted and moved on feot toward a woods directly west of Bchtermach, This
platoon swept through these woods to within 1 mile of Fchternach without opp=—
osition and withoul casualties. In the evening, €o L was sent up to reinforce
this platoon of Co I in preparation for an atback on Echternach the next dav.

2 CCTOBER 19h)

Go I surprised a 20 men enemy outpost along the road near Hchiernach,
killing end capturing most of the outpost, €o L did not zo into Echternach
tut commanded the high ground S of the city, Co L was brought back to 3rd
Bri area to increase the Regimenlal reserve, Co A occupied and continued to
hold high ground to the west of Grevenmacher, 2nd Bn saw a trainload of Ger—
mens on the railroad across the river from Wesserbilliz and brought artillery .
fire upon it, The enemy smoked the train and results of the artillery were
not known, Some P=L7's slso spotted the train and bombed it,

3 OCTOBER 1S4l

Units of CT 329 continued to hold positions already occupied, Patrolling
was carried on in the GT sector.

b OGTOBER 194L

Go 1 was engaged during the afternocon and eveming with a platoon of ensmy
which had worked to the west from Echternach, Co G dreve back an enemy patrol
trying to work SE from Echternach, 1st En planned to teke heights closer to
Grevenmacher, A platoon of Co A on the right and a platoon of Co C on the left
started moving towards these positions at 1900, By 2330 the positions had been
occupied without opposition, 323rd FA Bn, which had been in general support
of CT 329 and locabed in the ¢T 329 sector, was atbtached to the 330th Inf and
moved out of our sector,

5 OCTOBER 19LL

No activity doring the day, During the niszhi, the platoon of Co ¢ over-
looking Grevenmacher moved into the city without opposition, Also 21l elements
of Co & in this sector were relieved by Co € and €o & occupied pogitions for—

£

merly held by Co G in the vieinity of Wecker.
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After Action Report far October 19LL {Contid):

6 COTOBER 19LNL

Patrolling was continued in T secltor, &n enemy patrol, which crossed
the Hoselle River in the area of Co B, was driven back,

7 OGTOBER 19k

At 1600, Bchternach was bombed in preparation for sn atback upen the citye
The bormbing wes followed by an artillery barrage. At about 1700, the atback
upon Hehbernach was made with Co K and 2 platoons of tanks, By 1615, 2 platoons
of Co £ and 2 platoons of tanks occupied the center of the city., The enery
still held the water front and part of a hill, referred to as Hill 243, SE of
the city, Thls situation continued throughout the night, .

8 OCTUBER 19Lh

In the morning, Co K cleared the enemy from the remainder of the city of
Echternach snd Hill 249, 1 platoon of Go I was also put in the city and later
yrithdrawm, fThis city had been occupied by most of 2 Germen companies, plus a
G platoon, In addition to this opposition, enemy mortar and artillery fire
came from across the river, The Germans did not make & strong bid to hold
the town after a couple of initisl strong peints were eliminated, and the en-
emy withdrew before Go K was close enough for hand to hand fighting, After
fio K had completely occupied the city, 1 platoon of Co L remained on a hill
west of tovm and another platoon of Co L on a hill south of town, 2 platoons
of Co I were assembled at a position SW of town.

9 QCTOBER 19Lh

211 of Go I was brought back to 3rd Bn area to increase the Regimentel .
reserve, There was little activiity and units continued to hold positions al-
ready occupied, A few changes in disposibions were made, principslly %o Shics
fect relief of units on oubpost duty., The principle activity was the firing
of harassing missions by our artillery upon miscellaneous German bargets on
the east side of the Moselle~Sauer river line,

10 OGTCBER 194k

Qur artillery continued to fire harassing missions and the infantry units
contimied patrolling in the CT sector, (See Encl #1, Patrolling).

11 COTOBER 19LL

Go L was returned to the vicinity of Echternach to an agserbly avea 2 km
87 of the town to be held in reserve in case the enemy made a counter-atiack
against Co K, There was very little activily on this day. FPatrolling continued
- and our artillery fired a few missions across the river. {See sncl #2, Train
Activity)., During the night, a force of Germans, estimated to be from 15 to 30
men, crossed the viver and occupied 3 buildings 1 Echiernach,



After Action Report for October 194k (Cont'd):
' 12 OGTOBER 19LL

Then we arrived in this area, our left boundary had been the boundary be-
tween the 3rd Army, of which we were a part, and the lst Army, Later, when the
9th Army moved in between the 3rd and lst Armies, this left boundary becaze the
boundary between the 3rd and 9th Armies, Today the 83rd Division became part of
the 9th Amy agesin, so the left boundary became merely the boundary between the
83rd Division and the 8th Division, both part of the 8th Corps. 330th Inf was
on our right, having relieved the 33lst Inf several days previously. This was
our fifth change in Armies since arriving in France, e crossed the chammel
gs part of the 3rd Army, fought through Hormandy as part of the lst Army, went
up the St. Malo peninsula back in the 3rd Army, and while defending the Loire
River were put in the 9th Army, Ve were sent to luxembourg as part of the 3rd
Army again, and today's change back in the 9th Army was the fifth one,

At 1700, Co X attacked the buildings in HEchternach which had been occupied
by Germens the night before. They received MG fire from the buildings and mor-
tar and artillery fire from across the river, These buildings commanced a good
£ield of fire, and it was decided that the loss of men in a fronbel attack would
not be worth the gain, so Co K, with 3 casuelties, withdrew, It was planned 10
keep these buildings under fire of bazookas, A-T grenades, end mortars until
their occupancy became too hot for the Germans,

1 platoon of Co B received some MG fire from across the river,

Our artillery continued harassing missions and received some counter-bat-
tery fire, also some harassing enemy artillery fire was received, particularly
in the 2nd Bn area, The casualties from enemy artillery fire have, up until
this time, been wvery light,

13 OCTOBER 19hl

There was little activity in Echternach and Co L relieved Co K in the cliy.
Co K was moved to an assembly area S of the town, A platoon of tanks was moved
to a position in the rear of Go K., It was decided to use this platoon for
direct fire missions on pillboxes which could be seen in enemy territory across
the Sauer River, On the left flank, a patrol of the I & R plstoon met an enemy
patrol, inflicted 2 casualties and drove off the remsginder,

The 2llst FA Bn, which had been in support, meved out of cur sector, * Cur
attached assault gun platoon from 77hth Tk Bn, was moved from Wecker north to
the position formerly occupied by the 2Llst FA Bn, In the 2nd Bn area, an ensmy
patrol estimated to be 30 men inflicted 5 casualties on a Co G outpost and
withdrew, Co B again received fire from an enemy force estimated to be 10 or 15
men on our side of the Koselle, A conbat patrol from Co B went after the ensmy
but withdrew when night fell, There was en ajr mission flown on the railroad
vards at Konz-Karthous at 1500, Resulis are not known,

1l OCTOBER 194k

Gontinued to hold positicns slready occupied, Patrolled in sector,

s
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After Action Report for October 194L (Cont'd):
15 OCTOBER 194k

The platoon of tanks with 3rd Bn in the vicinity of Echisrnach fired
direct fire missions against pillboxes which could be observed on the sncemyls
side of the Sauer River, It was believed that gzood results were obbtained, In
return about 350 rounds of enemy artillery were received in the area, without
casualties, There was no activity in Echternach, Hortar fire had been brought
upon the few houses held there by the enemy, bubt the houses were shbone and the
morbar fire ineffective, It was planned to reduce these houses by means of
direct fire wespons or charges of dymamite, In the 2nd Bn area, ah ensmy patrol
estimated to be 5 men was sighted east of Givemlg, Artillery fire was called
for, and the patrol was driven hack, A reconnaissance was made in the 2nd Bn
area for positions for a platoon of tanks to fire direct fire migsions at bar-
gets across the Moselle River, At 0930 an air mission was carried out against
Konz-Karthous and targets south of that towm, bubt due to weabher conditions,
results could not be cbserved.

The enemy patrols whicn are encountered from time to time by Co B, are
believed to hide out in caves on steed slopes in the vicinity of Machtung on
our side ofthe loselle River., To blast out this enemy would mean the exposure
of our men to fire from both sides of the river, and 1t was believed that cas-
ualties which we would suffer would not be worth the objective obtained. There-
fore this area is kept under constant observatlon, and when the enemy appears
he is shelled by mortars and sometimes artillery, 3 known eneny casuzlties were
inflicted in this manner today. Cannon Co fired 157 rounds on Witerbach with
good resulis,

16 OCTOBER 19l

32hth FA Bn moved east to the vicinity of Berbourg, Co &, 77hth Tk Bn,
moved to the vicinity of Iillig and occupled positions for indirect firing,
There was very little activity on this day due partly to the rainy weather,
Bven the artillery had cut dowm its firing becsuse of reduced smmnition al-—
lowances,

Due to the fact that this situation in Iuxerbourg was comparatively static,
the Hegiment started in this week on a definite and planned program of training,
Although many miscellaneous subjects were included in the training schedules,
there were 2 things of primsry importance that were Lo be stressed: a rifle
platoon in the attack and the S0P for weapons platoons and heavy weapons com—
panies, There were 2 reasonsg why it was felt that this training was necessery,
E:lr_st the ﬁ-e'aglmen’g 1}@:1_ r_ecelwfed many rep;acgmn“_cs si_nce lending in France,

Second the type of fighting done by the Regiment in France, becauss of the hedge-
rows, had been quite different from the bactics lesrned in the states, HNow that
the hedgerows were in back of us, it was necessary to review the old basic prin-
~ciples, Due to the fact that a large portion of the Hegiment was either out-
posting, patrolling or occupying strategic positions, a schedule of rotation of
troops was worked oul so that 211 of the men would receive training.
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After Action Heport for October 190l (Conttd):
17 CCPOBER 194k -

Another attack was atiempted agsinst the small pocket of Germsns holding
the few houses in Echternach, Co L, who wes still occupying the remainder of
the city, jumped off at 1115 but were umable to drive ‘the enemy from all of the
bulldings, These remaining buwildings commanded a very good field of fire, end
Co L would have suffered many casualties in obtaining the objectiwve., Therefore
at 1300, Co L withdrew from its advance positions, and the result of the abback
was that the Germen pockebt was reduced in size,

Several mights previously, a German patrol estimated to be 20 men, entered
the city of Munschecker in Go A's area, A%t 153u, Munschecker was attacked by
1 platcoon of Co A with a section of MGis and 1 platoon of tanks, The tanks
raked the buildings with dire as they approached the towm, 10 Cermens were seen
o leave the town, and by the time our small task force had entered the towm thers
were no more Germans to te found, The platoon of Co A with a section of HQ's
remained in the town for the mizht and the platoon of tanks withdrew,

18 OGTOBRER 19Ll

Continued patrolling and defense of sector, Train activity formerly re-—
ported in Konz-Kerthous has continued with an average of 3 or | trains being seen
cach day,

19 OCTOBER 194k

Preparations were made for an artillery, morbar snd MG demonstration
against the enemy at E Echternach end E Wasserbillig, the purpose o determine -
the reaction of the enemy,

20 OCTOBER 19Lk

A% 0700, the demonstration plamned by Division started, An artillery me-
paration of 987 vds was fired from 0700-0725 upen B Behternach and E Wasser—
billigz by 322nd FA Bn, asssult gun platoon of 77lth Tk Bn, 32Lth FA Bn, Co A
802nd TD Bn, Co A 77kth Tk Bn, end 329th Inf Canmon Go, From 0715 to 0800,
81lmm mortar fire (from a total of 15 mortars) and HEG fire were also brought
upon these two points by all 3 Bns of the 329th Inf, Bounds of moriar am ox-
pended were approximately 180 rds VP and 195 rds HE, Due to poor visibility,
it was not possible t0 ascertain the effect of our fire, There was very little
immediate reaction to our fire, Soon after the demonstration started, a few
flares were sent up by the enemy across the river from HEchternach, and about
one helf hour later approximately 8 rds arty fire and 12 rds mortar Tire were
received in the Echternach area from the enemy, From 1030 ony; our unlits in

- dchternadh received intermitient but fairly heavy concentrations of mortar and
arty fire (about 15 rds per concentration) from the enemy, The arty Ifire was
beavy encugh to go through walls ef buildings,

il
a

21 OCTUBER 19l

4 psychological warfare tesm with a loudspeaker system, has been usedat vari-
ous points in the sector to encourage desertion in the German Army, Not much ef-
fect hes been obtained however, most the deserters heing members of labor Fng,




Lfter Action Report for October

21 OCTGBER 19l {Zontld)

Evacuation of g1l civilians in a zone ahout 9 km wide parallel to and west
of the Hoselle-Seuner River line was starteds The tanks moved back t0 the vicinity
of Eschweiler and the Engrs moved from Brouch to Bech, A4 patrol from 2nd Bn
met an enemy patrol at Mertert, killed 3 and wounded 1, A patrol of the 83rd
Ren Trp met an enemy patrol in their sector, killing 1, wounding 1, and driving
off the remainder of the patrol,

22 OCTCBER 191,

A meeting of Bn Comdrs was held to discuss some changes to be made during
the coming week, The 330th Inf is to teke over the lst Bn area on Thurs, Uct
26, after being relieved by the 32nd Cav Sguadron, On Friday, Oct 27, the 1sb
Bn is tc take over the Zchternach area and the I & R platoon will patrol the
Berdorf sector, On Mondey, Oct 23, 3rd Bn is to go to the Maginot Line for
training but Co 1 is to be left in Echternach until lst Bn takes over that area
on Friday, Cct 27, ¥hen these chenges are made, the left sector of the 2nd Bn
will be reduced slightly, A motorized Ba of the 331st will be available if a
reserve is needed., 3rd Bn will 2lso take with them to the Maginot Line 1 pla-
toon of Epgrs and 1 plaboon of tenks. ©Un Sunday, Oct 29, the 331st will make
a reconnaissance of our CT sechor and on the following day, relieve us, at which
time we will go in Division Reserve,

Co L was withdreym from Echternach and placed at Rodenburg,
VIIT Corps was transferred from 9th Army to lst Army, ;

23 OCTOBER 194l 5

3rd Bn, less Co I, a platoon of HMG's, and a section of 8lmm mortars, moved
o the Maginot line at Hettange Grande for traiming exercises on "atiack on fort—
ified positions®, 1 platoon of tanks and 1 platoon of Engrs were also taken along
1o particlpate in the training, 1st Bn, 331st Inf, which is motorized and avail-
able to us as a reserve if necessary, made a reconnagissance in our sector for
routes and forward assembly areas, A couple of (erman patrols were seen in 2ud
Bn area but no contact was made with them,

2L OCTOBER 19L)

Camnon Co moved to the vicinity of Consdorf, A platoon of tanksmoved to the
vicinity of Echternach as a reserve for Co I, A 12 man enemy patrol was dis-
covered in Co G's area and was dispersed with mortar fire,

25 CCTOUBER 194l

The tank company moved into Eschweiler to get oub of the rmd. & 3 man
patrel of 63rd Ren Trp was ambushed near the Saver River. 1 was Klled, 3
wounded and 1 escaped, 4 5 man patrol of Co § hit a mine in o house in Greven~
macher, All 5 men were casualties,
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After Action Report for Uctober 19Lh (Cent'd):
26 OCTOBHR 194l

330th Inf took over the sector on the right flank occupied by lst Bn and
1st Bn moved to the left flank to take over the Echternach area, 2nd Bn sector
was decreased somewhat and they were able to put all of Co G in reserve at
Herborn,

27 OCTOBER 19LhL

Elements of 3rd Bn, which had been in Echternach and were relieved by lst
Bn, rejoined the 3rd Bn for training on the Maginot Line, in the vicinity of
Hettange Grande, Staff officers of 331st Inf made a recomnaissance cf this sec~
tor preparatory to relieviug this Regiment on the 29th and 30th, 83rd Ren Trp
was relieved and reverted to Iiv, The reconnaissance platoon of 802nd TD Bn
was relieved and reverted to its Bn., The sector on the left flank, which had
been covered by the I & R platoon and 83rd Ren Trp was reduced in size, The

I & R platoon covered this sector aided by the R group of the 2nd Bn and a new
Harauder group recently formed, ~This Marauder group comsists of 1 officer and
30 i and is to be used principally for night patrolling.

28 QCTOBER 19h)

Continued mission of patrolling snd defending sector,

29 OCTOBER 1gLh

Relief by 331st Inf was cancelled. The Regtl Comdr cglled Bn Comdr for
a meeting at 1900 and the following plans were discussed: Cos K and L would
relieve Gos E and F after dark on Monday, 30 Oct; entire 2nd Bn would be pre-
pared by 0800 Tuesday, 31 Oct to go to the liaginot Line for training; Co I
would be brought back from the Maginot Lire on Tuesdsy afternoon and join 3rd

Bn,
30 OGTOBER 19LL

Cos K and L relisved Cos E and F at 1945 and the 2nd Bn assembled in the
vicinity of Herborn prepared to move to the Maginot lLine the next day. A re-
connaissance platoon of the 802nd TD Bn was attached to C¢T 329 and sent up on
the left flank to work with the T & R platoon, Cannon Co noved into the vicin-
ity of Osweiler in order to be able to fire on some targets which could not be
resched from their old position. A 15 man enemy combat patrol supported by
small arms ané artillery firs succeeded in driving back our ouipost at Givenigs.
The patrol was taken under fire and withdrew,

31 OGTOBER 19LL

nd Bn was taken to the Kaginot Line for training. The returning trucks
brought back Co I, which went into 3rd Bn reserve at Herborn., C¢ D, a light
tank company of the TThth Tk Bn, was to be abbached and a reconnaissance was
made for positicns, Sth Armd artillery observer reported a 50 man enemy patrol
crossing the Sauver River in the vicinity of 102L37h, Artillery fire was brought
upon the patrol, Hlements of the T & R platoon and Marauder platoon went out

to engage the patrel and found that the patrol had withdrawn to the other side
of the river,



ENCIOSURE #1 to After Action Report for Octobed 19ML.
PATROLLIHNG

During this operation, the CT had the mission of defend:mg a 28 mile secter
of the BAUER-MOSELLE River line, including bends_ in the rivers. Actumally, on
a straight line, this distance was rsduced 1o 18» miless The sector of the 1lst
Bn, on the right, was Similes; the sector of the 2né Bn, in the center, was
7;_ miles; and the left fiank sector ef 5X miles was covered by the 834 Rea Trp
and the 329th I & R Platoon, excepting the city of Echternach, tgken on Oct 8
by Co K« To patrol such wide sectors PILECDlV“ly was a problems . OP's on heights
overlooking the river, and guarding strabegic routes inte our sector were es-
tablished and oceupied by day. However, due to wide distribution of units, it
was not pessible to hold manmy of these points in force at night. In such cases,
to avoid encirelement of these oatbos“cs by eneny patrols during the night, they
were withdrawn to platoon assembly areas and in t”le morning returnsd to their
positions, During daytime the entire CT sector was covered either by fire,

patrel, or observation.



TRATN AGTIVITY

During this o;ocratinn, one interesting feabure wes the long fields of ob-
servation available at various places in our sector, From an Q? neay Givenigs
1096285, rail movement was spotted at Kong-Karthous, 10 km distant, A5 many
as 17 trains passed within observation curing ca‘ng,hF hours of a single day.
Usual deily totel was L, A% least a portion ofthe fraffic was proven ‘cy Py
statement to be the movement, of the L16th Infentry Division from Denmark to
Kerzig, Q209k, This unit was first identified in line October 10, vwhen a sol-
dier from 9th Co, 713th Inf Regt was ceptured at U936962 in the Division sec—
tor, The railroad at this point was subjected 1o 155mm Arty fire and ssveral
bomoind attacks by medium bombers, Seversl engines and cars wers damaged by
arty fire end direct bomb hits were made on the railroad, The Germens wers
reported to keep a company of engineers on hend st this point and usnslly made
necessary repairs to roadbeds in 2 to 3 days,




ENCLOSURE #3 to After Action Report for Cetober 1940,

COMVUNICATIONS

Due to the large sector which the CT had the mission of defending during
this operation, the Regiil Wire System employed 120 miles of field wire ang
26 miles open Wire. Under normal corditions only sbout 30 miles of wire would
be employeds In the eardy part of the month, 3 cases of sabotage by eivilians
were encountered but after a few suspects were apprehended by the CIC this

sabotage ceased, Radio was not in operation due to excellent wire communi-
cations. :
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