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HREADGUARTERS 329%H. IMA_L‘ TRY Zi 9
A.P.0. 83, U.S. Army /

1 December 1%lh
SUBJECT:  Action Against @nemy, Reporbs After/After Action Heporis.
iicé) :  COSANDING GBENERAL, 03rd Infenbtry Division, APU 83, U,S. Arvmy,.

« 1, In compliance with lebter, Headguarters 83rd Inf Div, file and
sub;;act as above,’ dated 19 guly 19hii, the follewing After/After Action eport
is submitted:

a. The regiment conbtimued its mission of 'the patrolling of the
‘Hoselle=Sauer River line, )3
b. The regiment continued the policy of robating the unibs in
positions in order that all units could participate in the Praining program.
. Gasualbies during the period of the report were very slight.
2, A day by day account of the activities of the Regiment during the
month is attached hereto. :
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AFTER ACTION REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 15kl

1 NOVEMBER 19hL

The first of the mombth started with €T 329 still holding a siretch of the
Sauer-¥oselle River line from Berdorf, imclusive on the left, to the railroad,
inclusive, which crosses the Heselle River several km north of GrevenmacheT.
The 3rd Bn occupied the right half of this sector and the 1st Ba occupied the
left half, The I & B Platoon patrolled the left flank and kept contact with
the 121st Inf Regb of the 8th Div, which was still on our left. 2nd Bn was
traiming on the Maginet Line in the vicinity of Hettange Grande. (o D, of
7{hth Tk Bn, was attached and Co A of the same battalion was relieved from
attachment as of 1200.

2 WOVEMBER 1vhh .

The 9th Armd Div, under control of the VITI Corps, had 2 tank battalions
and a battalion of artillery in the 329th sector. A platoom of medium tanks
fired 2 direct Tire mission on some houses and pillboxes across the river from
¥chternach., Direct hits were made but actual damage could not be determined.
Details for a new defensive plan #XY were submitted ‘o Divisicon.

3 HOVEMBER 19l

A new unit, the 60th Armd Inf Bn, pard of the yth Armd Div, was placed
on ocur lefte. This unit was abttached to the 121st Inf and replaced one of the
battalions of the 121st. A 5 man enemy patrol wes encoumsered in Co Kis area,
2 were killed and 3 captured. :

}y NOVEMBER 19LlL

- as of OBOU Go D, TThth Tk Bn and Ren Platoon of tu2nd TD Bn werse relieved
from abtachment. Also Co 4, 3U8Th Engr Bn, in support, was given anotber mis-
sion by Div oubside of our sector. This left us with no atbachments. In
direct suppert we still had the 322nd FA Bn and Go A of ths Bulnd TD 3L, wnder
control ofthe 322nd FA Bn. In general support we also had 2 other FA Bns, the
17l%h and the 32Lth, both located ia our sector.

ond Bn was moved back inbe regimental sector from Hettange Grande and
closed inbo their reserve area ab 18:5. 2nd Bn CP and Co H were at Beidweller,
" B and F Cos at Biwer and G Co at Bech.

4 )t man ensmy patrol was encountered at OBV in € Co ared. One was ‘taken
prisoner and 3 escapeds
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5 HOVEMBER 1Suh

In crder to enable 2nd Bn to operate mors quickly and more effectively as
a reserve, each company was given 2 definite mission. & Co was reinforced with
1 section of UYlma mortars and remained in Biwer. % (o was at the dispesal of
3rd Bn in case of emergency should a counter-attack come from the right flank
or along the railrosd bordering the right flank, F Co was poved to Berbourg
and was reinforced with a section of 8lmm mortars and a platoon of MEG!s. It
was Lo be used in case of counter=-abtack in any other part of the 3rd Bn sscior
or from the direction of Dickweiler or Csweiler in lst Bn sector. Co G re-—
mained in Bech and was reiaforced with a section of UYlmm mortars and a platoon
of BiGls, It was to be used in case of counter-attack en the left flark; T & R
¥latoon sector, or Eehitermach. It wag planned that these units, in case of |
emergency, could be called upon directly by the I & R Platoon, let Bn or 3rd
Bn without approvel of Regtl Hgs in order to save time. A platoon of Ce G was
placed at the radio station at Junglinster to relieve the Wines Platoon.

Training schedules for these units available for training were called for
snd the following subjects were the principle ones coversd: Rifle plateon in
abback, deficiencies in HG tests, SCr for MG and mortars, chemical warfare,
discussions of "Battle Experiences" and "Army Talksi,

The 32hth and 17lth FA Bns both moved oub of our sector., This left us
with only 322nd FA Br and our own Camnon Compauny in direct support. Two FA
Pns of the Yth Armd Div were still in 2 position from which they could rein-
force our artillery fires. These 2 battalions were the 3rd, locabed in our
sector on the left flamk, and the 73rd, located in the right flank gector of

(<]

the 121st Inf Regte !

6, 7, & B8 NOVEMBER 1944 .

During this period there was very 1little activity and even patrolling by
the enemy was cub down be almost nething. A small amount of ensmy harassing
artillery and mortar fire was received occasionally. ¥e conbinued to hold
positions already occcupied in our sector and contirued to p;}trol_ our seclcgr.
During these 3 days our own artillery was a 1little more active due to betier
observation and increased ammnibion ellowances. 322nd FA Bn fired aboub 20
missions a day, Cn Go, © or 6, and several sacy by the 3rd and T3rd. OUn the
8th, On Co caused some confusion among 100 enemy along a road on Tthe other
side of the Saumer River by placing l; direct hits en that road,

9 HOVIRBER 19Lh
On oz left the 1st Bn of 121st Inf Regt replaced the 6uth Armd Inf Bn.

ond Bn relieved the 1lst Ban on the left flank and cceupied the following
positions: @ Co S¥W of Fehternach; ¥ Co at Echtx?rnach‘; G Co at Usweiler andj

Dickweiler; H Co and Bn CP ab Bech. 1st Bn, golng into reserve, gccug.)lledﬂtne
following positions: Bn CP, G Co and D Co at Berbourgs A Co a*;_Blw?Eri'B Co

2t Scheidchen. The platoon of G Co, which was guarding whe radio statlon at
Junglinster, was replaced by & platoon from B Co.
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ilong with this change some new units

toons of the 83rd Ren Trp were atbached
left flamk with the I & R Platoon and t
of Go B, both of 77hth Tk Bn, in direct swpport, m -
ayea. The Li22nd FA Group, composed of the 17hth and 81 Bns, meved inte
our area in general support of the 329th. The 8lst was a batialion of 155mm
Howibzers and the 17hth a battalien of self-propelled 155m guns.

15 NOVEMBER 19hk

A cameuflage team from First Army arrived and started instructing our
units, " : :
16 NOVEMBER 194k

A demolition squad from the engineers blew a couple of houses in Fohter—

nach in order to provide better fields of fire and better observation of the
enemy bridgehead in Hichbternach. Co I relieved Go L. .

17 WOVEMBER 19Lk
At G800 an T Co pabrol of 6 men were fired om by an estimated 10 man
enemy patrol with machine pistols, suffering 1 killed and 3 wounded. The
enemy was driven off and it was estimated that they suffered 2 casualties.
18 NOVEMBER 19hh
A plan "E" (revised) to be carried out in case of serious enemy coumber— !

atback in the Diy sector, was submitled to Div. F Co patrols in Echbernach _
have - failed to find any enemy in the bridgehsad which the Germans had occcupied .

in this eiby, altheugh a compiete search of all buildings has not yet been mades
- 3 R y B = + B

Faﬂr Russisn workers surrendered to an artillery OP west of ‘ﬁa.sser‘ia.ﬂlig.
A% 1100, for all available officers, thers was a demonstration of the WP hand
grenade adapted for use as a rifle grenades g

19 yovEMBER 19kl

There were 3 enemy patrol actions in the morning, A&t 0700 a 6 'man enemy
patrol approached an I Ce OP. The patrol was driven off but our troeps had
1 casuslive A% 0900 a 15 man e¢memy patrol approached a ¢ Co 0P, manred by
only ly men. Our UP opened fire, withdrew for reinforcements and upon re-—
turning found that the ememy had withdrawm. At 1100, 2 officers and 1 en—
listed man sighted an 8 man enemy patrol ab LOT7355. The enemy patrol ran
when Tired upon and suffered 3 casualties. Upon returning Jaber it was found

that the 3 casualties had been carried back by the enemy.

2nd Bn reéorted Fchternach teo be clesr of ememy, It was believed that the
enemy started the withdrawal from their bridgehead when swollen waters of the
Bauver River swept away & foot bridge sbout a week previcously.

" Cn Go fired § Pounds of arty on a 15 man eneny patrol cbserved at 1091356,
Fhe effect was mot observed but nothing more was seen of the patrol.
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; for November 194l (Cont

born, were used this day as a roving patrol in the 3rd Bn sector. With by
Infantrymen riding each tanky the 2 ‘%anks visited the 3rd | ste :

| 20 NOVEMBER 19k},

| Two Light tasks from the 2nd platoén, Go D, T7lth Tk Bn, located at Her—

Artillery fire was pubt om the 1ittle village of Bornm which is on the west
side of the Sawer River and occupied by the ememy. As a result the village
buraed. While this demonstration was Taking place a platoon of medium banks s
from o A, T7lth Tk Br, wenb east on the road frem Lellig towards Wasserbillig
in order te comfuse the enemy and make them think that there was mere coming
than just the arty. This same route had been feéllowed by the light tamks the
previons day and upon recching the peint where the light tanks on patrol had
turned around, ene of the medimm tarks hit several mines and was knocked out,
the bank crew suffering 3 casuvalties. ‘Apparently the enemy had cbserved the
1ight tanks en patrol the duy before and had planted the wmines during the night.

Officers from the 89th Cav Rem Squadron reported to the CP at 090U for
purpeses of recemnaissance and planming of details for taldng over the left
flank recomnaissance sector,

21 NOVEMBER 19LL

Officers from Co B, 52nd Armd Inf Bn, reported to the CP to plaa details
and reconmnaissance for taking over Co Gfs sectors :

| Two prisencrs walked im and gave t}_gxemwlves up during the day.

: ‘Himes demonstrations were given throughout the regiment b;y* a team from ¢
the englineers, '

; * Principle training carried on during recent weeks has bBeen a platoon pro-
blem for rifle platoons. When this is completed for all rifle plateons, com=
pany problems will starb., This day the first company problsm wes held for Ce Cs

22 NOVEMBER 19hh

The 3vd plateon of Co B and lst section of 3rd platoon of Co D were tested
by Div. Trps A and B of BYth Cav Rea Squadren were abtached as of 0600 and
clesed into a biveusc arsa vieinity of Berdor? at 1030, Co B, 52nd Armd Inf Bn,
was attached as of ©700 and closed inte a bivouse area; vicimity of Osweiler,
atb. U?LiBa '

The platoon of Cn Co which has been located in the vicimity of Berderf
Por some wesks rejoined the company vieinily of Usweiler, L

Another company problem was held, this time for Co A. The as-.sault gun
platoon of FThth Tk Bn was atbached to the 322nd FA Bn and moved into a posi=
tion north of Herborn. )




. The mew units in the recounaissance seetor on the left flark made tembined

patrols with our recomnaissance unilts in order te familiarize the R
the secter. By mightfall B Co of 52nd Avmd Inf Bn completed the relief of Co ¢
and Co G pulled back inte 2n assembly area in the vicinity of Osweiler.

Officers’ scheol has been started and will be held by bat-@aiiené'.. ont Tues-
days and Tlursdayss. . / Za

. 2l NOVEMBER Ihl
A% 0BUO Trps A and B of B9th Cav Ren Scuadron took over the left flank

reconnaissance sector. The I&H Platoon drew back to Consdorf, and the Marauder .
Plateon méved to Lellig, on the right flamk of the Regtl sector. The 2 platooms
of the B83rd Bon Trp were relicved from attachment at 0900, cleared at 1000 and

returned to their units.

During the night Co @ sent out 2 patrols. One of them went nerth toward
Steinheim. They were challenged by an enemy OP located about 1 lkm south of
Steinbeim. The Co & patrol fired en the ememy (P with automabic weapons and
drove them back. They did not pursue the enemy hewever, because the enemy
placed a mortar concentration between the enemy (P and our patrol. The other
patrol moved east to Hosport and reported that the town was clear of enemy.

There was an exchange of fire between an OP of B Trp, 8yth Cav Ren Sgdrn,
and a 3 man enemy patrol ab 020371 and the enemy withdrew. Shortly befere
daylight the Jrd Bun sent oub a patrol teo sweep the weods in the viecinity eof
0v02h5,.  This woeds is lecated about 1 mile to the west of enemy ocecupied Waas-—
erbillig. A L man enemy OP was encounmbered in this woods. Our patrol wounded
1, took him prisenmer and drove off the other 3.

25 HOVEMBER 1¥hh

1st Bn made preparations to go to The Maginot Line training arsa, At
1300 the A-T Co mines platoon relieved bhe platoon of Ce G at the radiec station
at Junglinster. s . %
: 26 WOVEMBER 1kl
1st Bn moved to the HMaginot line fraining area vicinity Hettange Grande,
¢lesing in at 1105.
tn each batbalion 1 officer amd 2 NCO's have been appoinbed to instract

a1l the officers and NGO1s, by ¢ompanies, im the proper metheds of reporbing
‘eneny mortar fire. A .

Puring the absehee of the 1st Bn at the Maginot line training arez, the '
- 1st Ba, 330th Inf, located at Itzlg, has been made available %o the 32yﬁ_h as
‘& moborized ressrve in case of enemy counter—attack in the 32yth Inf sector.

27 WOVEMBER 1ylh
1st Ba, 33uth Inf, made plans and recommaissance for possible use as a

reserve in our sectors, The attached 1light tank platoon from Co D, f7hth Tk
Bn, moved from Herborm to the yieinity of Dickwedler. ‘




T
» November 190l [%gr%ig}: )
2( WOVEMBER 1yl (Contid)

During the evening There wes one enemy patrol in our sector. This was
& 5 man patrol discovered at 2250 by elements of 1, Ce. IFire was brought upon
the patrol and it dispersed, It was believed that 2 of the patrel were Wounded.
During the night of 2(-20 Nov, We sent out i patrels, A 25 man vatrel frem G
Co was sent north from Usweiler to kneck ocub an enemy artillsry UP known to be
located scuth of ememy eccupied Steinheim, The UF was protedied by wire and
after the patrel got inside the wire, mines and charges of dynamite were set
off and the patrol withdrew, suffering 1 missing and 1T wounded, 3 of whiech
were evacuated, It was learned frem a prisoner the next day that the patrel
kad inflicted 3 casuwalties upon the enemy. X Co sent a patrel to Wasserbillig
and fennd that it was still oceupied., A patrol frem the Harauder plateen
reporbed no enemy in the willage of Born but LU eremy bebtween Born and the
Saver piver, Anm L Co patrel reporbted no enemy in Hinkel.

Colenel Crabill left eerly in the morning for London on special duby there
with First Army for 3 days plus traveling time. It Col French took command ef
the regiment during Colemel Crabillis absence,

28 NOVEMBER 19l

A psychelegical warfare team has been with us for several days broadcasbing
o the enemy in the vicinity of VWasserbillig. At the same time leaflels were
fired by our artillery, (See Incl #1j, t 0820 a patrol of B Co, 52nd Armd Inf
Bn, wenbt te Girsterklaus and reported no enemy. At 2000 a patrol from the
Marauder Platoon also went to Girsterklaus. Ehemy, estimated to be 1 squad,
eccupied 1 house. The Harauders broughtsmall arms fire upon the house and the,
enemy dispersed without returning fire, Trp C of the 89th Cav Ren Sedrn was
attached at 0700 to relieve Trp A of the same unit. The relief was compleved ~
by 1000. Co G, 52nd Armd Inf Bm, was attached at 0700 to relieve B Co of the -
same urib. © Co closed onbo Osweiler at 1500, relief to be effected on the 29th.
3rd Bn had a little party at the cxpense of Wasserbillig and (berbillig, shoot-
ing up these towms at 1430 and 1505, respectively, with artillery and mortar fire,

29 NOVIMBER 19kl

‘G Co, 52nd Armd Inf Bn, completed the relief of B Co, same unit, at 12L5.
A% 0930 a patrel from the Marauder platoon wemb to the vicinity of Himkel. They
were pinned down by enemy MG, mortar, rifle and tank fire and were not 2ble teo
withdraw until darkness. 1 men was missing.

During the night of 29-30 an L Co patrol went to gdrsterklaus, returning
at 300400 with a negative report, : .

30 NOVEMBER 19hly

lst Bn conbinued training at the Magiret Linme training area, 4 Reglbl
tesm conbinuad to run rifie platoens of the 2nd Bn through a plateon problei.
1st Platoon of CO G was bested in the worming. In the afternoon appreximately
. 125 officers and EM went to the vicinity of the {7Thth Tk Bmn to wilness a "Snake®
demonstration. ‘
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Incl #1 to After Avtion Report, 1 December 1944,

PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE GAMPATGH

On November 23, a 3 day psychologicel warfare campaign, degigned %o

wesken the will of the new unit to our front to regist, was initiated. Due

to technical difficulties with the sound eguipment the program was not com-—
pleted until Hovember 27. The program consisted of six broadcasts over a
public address system directed at the Wasserbillig (Ll125) area, and 75,000
copies sach of 5 different leaflets, fired by the artillery into 38 places
along our fronbt. The only immsdiste results prior to the end of the month
was arbillery fire on gound truck during broadeast, firing of propaganda by
enemy in our sector, and surrender of 2 PW's from the Wasserbillig area.




Incl #2 to After Aetion Report, 1 December 1944:
UHITS IH CONTACT

At $he opening of this period the regiment was opposed by elements of
2 divisionss:

55%5rd Div (Bollendorf L0140, 1 KM SE Welterbach LO%38)
353rd Fusilier Bo
769th Landschutzen Bn (attached)
36th Div
87tk Grenadier Begt (1 km SE Beiterbach LD338-vicinity
Fintersdorf L1133)
XXIII Fortress Bn, 999 (attached) - {vic Wintersdorf L1133 to
Hetzdorf 11128)
118th Grenadier Begt (Metzdorf 11128 to Temmels LOSZL)

On the opening of the Third Army offensive in the vieinlty of HMetz, there
appeared svidence of withdrawal or relief of uniis to our front, This was con-
firmed on November 13 by the capture of 1 PW of the Zrd Co, 320%th Grenadier
Regt, 212th Volkgrenadier Division in the vicinity of Munschecker (L0823) by
1st Bn, All olementeg of the 36th Division were shortly thereafber identified
on the front of the XII Corps east of Metz. On Hovember 21, PW was captured
from 1st Go, XXIII Forltress Ban, 999, indicating that that wnit was still in
position in ite original sector, Later, P¥ identified the 516th Grenadier
Regt in the sector formerly held by the 87th Regt. On the 27th of November
elements of the 353rd Div were ldentified on the front of the VII Corps sast
of Aschen. This proved that the pleturs HW of Eehternach had changed also,
but at the close of the month no identifications had been made, From lack
of customary activity in this sector it was believed to be oscupied By a
gkeleton forece, ‘

3* * * * * *

SHORT HISTORY OF 2127TH VG DIVISION

Division was formed in Folend sbout October 1, 1944, of Luftwafis, Marine,
and Army personuel, From thers thsy were sent to Zast Prussia for further
training. Left Bast Prussia by rail on November 4, debrained near Irier,
arrived in this sector on November 12 and relieved the 36th Division,




TROOP SHELTERS

During this month, the adverse weather conditions necessitated the
construction of troop shelters for the front line unitg, The construction
of these sheliers was based on a diagram and imstructions drawn up at Begtl .
Hg and distributed to the babtialions. Due to the ghort time these shelbers
have been in use, the battalions have not been able to elaborate on or im-
prove these sheliers to any extent. FHowever, it was found in several in-
stances that if the shelters were dug in to the prescribed depth of 2 £%,
they would soon f£ill with water. Dug in to a depith of 1 £t they proved sat-
isfactory. ’
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HEADGUARTERS 320TH INFANTRY
AP0 83

24 November 1944

SUBJECT: Troop Shelters.
™ ¢ ALl Unite. N

Gonstruet on reverse slope in nearest possible location to firing
positions,.

Excavate bank bo depth sguivalent o ocubside beight of rear wall of
shelter,

Save spoil for fill om reof and against exposed sides and front., Use
sandbags if available,

Use straight bogs 4 to 8 inches in diameter for wells and roof, spruce,
pine or hemlock preferred,

If boards used for walls in place of logs, increase number of upright
studs (logs 6-8") to provide 3 feet, on centers, interval.

Pitch of roof and slope of bottom of excavation are necessary to proper
drainage. : J

' Dlagrem of Squad Shelter and coversd MG emplacement attached.

By Order of Colonel CRABILL:

JAMES C. BAGLEY
Major, 320th Infentry
55




