SEERET
HISTORY OF THE 3247TH FIELD ARTILLERY BATTALION

1944

The histery of the 324th Field Artillery Battalion for the year 1944
is not only outstanding as far as thls battalion ls concerned but by its
deeds and actions has helped change the history of the entire world. The
first of the yesr found the battalion still undergoing training at Camp
Brecsinridge, Kentueky, and looking forward to comba® while at the close
of the year the outfit had changed from one of green troops to a battles
seasoned, hard hitting outfit that knew how to hendle itself on theg fisld
of battle. The following history will attempt %o record in order all
events that have taken plsce that hag brought the battalion through thils
eriticel yeor.

The only change for the entire year in officers of field grade took
place 27 January 1944 vhen lajor Norman R, Botlom was assigned to this
organization, and took over the dufles of Babttalion Executlve Offiger.
igjor Ouven A. Kirkland, who up 4o this time had been hendiing the dutics
of hoth Se3 and Executive Officer, was relieved as Battallon Executive
but remeined in the battalion as S-3., Lieutenant Colonel George W. Irvine
hag commanded the battallon during the entire periods

The battalion as a whole during the month of January =as engaged in
vigozous training in preparation for GHQ tests that were scheduled to teke
place the following month, In addition to this training, a great deal of
emphasis was placed on night exercises and three nights of each week were
spent in fleld work, Also, all members of the battallon llved out in the
field in pup tents two weeks of each month, and it was during these two
week periods that we found that the Kentucky winters were far from warm
as the temperature averaged around ten asbove zero.

On 10 Feburary the batfallion was changed from truck drawn to tractor
drawn in accordance-with Genswal Order # 5, Healquarters, 88rd Infantry
Divislon, dated 9 Feburary,1944. This change placed us under the T/0 & k
6-335, dated 3 July, 1943, This change did not greatly affeet us as to
personiel bu% dld, however, change our materiel as to prime-movers, This
necessitated training tractor drivers which was accamplished In surprig =
ingly short time. . The battallon Hotor Officer and four mechanles attends
ed a four week tractor course at Fleld Artillepy School, Fort Sill, Okla-
homa, vhile another officer and four men ettended a similar dourse at .
Inbernational Harvester Co., Bettendoxf, Iowa, GHQ tests were satlsfacim
orily completed during the month and the outfit wes given notice to com -
plete all necessary work and training required in Preparation for Over -
seas Lovementds
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ber o3 PnARIR OF HgTeh Upn nowm on g OSSR DR a8 each B §
80 that he would be quelified to (o overseas. Up 5o this time we had been
overstrength on personnel but betwsen 14 end 27 of the month .c tofiel of
7 officers and 52 enlistéd men weré transferred in order to cut thé batte
alion Gown to its authorized T/0 strength, The bulk of these mén were
aent %o the 42nd Infantry Division, Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, and to the
£69th Guartermaster Hailhead Co., Usmp Gampbell, Kentucky,
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o : . : : act 6f the Heitslich boarded
a eneeial trein Par Comy Sha New York, 1r vdance mith Snecial
urcers # 89, Headguarlers o Intantry Divie aated iarch 1944,
The remainder followed a fcu hours later on the lugt traln of the div~
islon. After en uneventfulful trip we arrived at Camp Shanks, New York,
at 060, 1 April, 1944 end were placed in barracke and once again start-
ed to undergo inspections of clo g and equipment.  Here all membersa
of the battslicn recelved training on how %to abandon ship and also had
the opportunity to meke zny last minute changes of allotments,insurance,
or any other personal itews they d neglected to i.:e care of before
leaving Camp Sreciinridge, Kentucky,
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Yith rumors running high as %o o
once again boarded two trainrs on 5 Ap
Gistence to sew York City wh e board :
morning at 0BOO we steamed ou 8 rk harbor nt
convoy and headed out %to Bea.
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After a trip that was marked by good veather and .
ahin Ari:le, e silently pulled into the fomous ..ors
wagland, on 16 April, 1944 at 0930, The battallon remelnou cuovera ship
unfil 2515, 17 April, when we dlsembarked and boarded a train at the docks
and pulled out for Raubon, Wales, at 0015, 18 April, 844, Upon arciving
at our destination at 0240 we boarded trucke for our final bivouac area
and were tne rirst battalion cf Division Artillery to arrive at Bryn- ¥~
Pys, Flintshire, iales, at 0330, vhere the men were sssigned o nyramidal
tentg, Here ve received our howitzers, tractors, and other emuipnent thal
vas. not brought over with the battalion, Training consisted oi Daysiecal
trainin; snd numerous lectures on military subjecty,

On 2 iay,1944, the battalion moved on permaneni change of stasion or-
Zers to Camp,Aston Park, Shropshire, Enpland, completing the move the'same
day.. Here ‘e established a new bivouac on part of a golf courre, -rd trafe.
ing continued nlon: the same lines as that which we resceived in Bryn-X-Pys

2gEnt that thie men vere given additional training ln water proofing of
velricles ond hovitzers, Our battalion motor and gunm park was on a block-
aded secondayry road sbout 4 miles away.

1y, 1944, the battalion moved to Ystradfellte, Wales, arriviag
24 ie same date, 1n thls area the battalion participated in VIIT
Corpe cxercises which conslsted of service practice and Corps shoots,
exerci ¢ lnsted until 24 liay. Then, nfter three more days of service pra-
ctice and calibration of howltzers, the battalion moved back to Camp dsbem
Park arrivin; toere at 1750, 27 way, 1944. The period in Soutu vales $a
particularly rencnbered for the exceptionally cold and Foguy weather,
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Un 6 June the battalion received the news . of the invasion end the
morsle of the men soared to new hights , “and work and traini vere vig-
orously carried on with the knowledge that we would soon be in battle.
Tnen on the 17 June, 1944, we received gecret orders for moverent and
woved out abt 0236 arriving at Camp Winterborn Abbas, Dorchester, bngled
at 1000 saue date. Here in the mershalling area further squipment shori-
roes vere filled ~nd alse additional items such as 1life belts ~nd sea-sick
pille were distributed, After remalning in this marshalling area for only
tenty-four nours, the battallon moved to \eymouth, England, hoarded 4
L.C,T's rnd 1 L.5.T. and pulled out of the harbor at 2330,18 June, 1944 .
me trin ~cross the channel was made through a high running sea ond vhile
come of the L.C.T's in our convoy were foreed to turn back, all of our
battullon continued on thelr way. At 2200, 12 June, 1944 we pulled into
aiha Beach but by this time a heavy storm was raging and it vas 1mposs -
e to 1nnd at night, It wae decided To snchor off shore for the night
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and again attemot to land in the morning, -Headquarters Battery was the
only battery able to get ashore the next morning with vattery B coming
aghore that afternoon. Battery A's L.C.T. with their prime movers and
howtlzers sunk Just off shore in shellow water but 1 equipment was fin-
ally removed by the ald of a crane furnished by the Engineers, All L.C.T.’'s
used by the battallon in thie crossing were wrecked on the beach and de-
stroyed, No ensmy action was experienced during this entire operatlon,
but the weather made it a dangerous and costly one, However the batta -~
lion made a landing without the loss of a man and no loss of equipment.
Upon leaving the beach, the battallon moved tc an assembly area in the
vicinity of Bricquevllle, France, end here serviced their materiel and
vehicles which had been throughly soaked by sali-water.

At 1400 on 26 June the battallon was alerted to move into flring pos-
itions just north of Carentan as the Division wae relieving the 10lst
A/B Division which was then in that seotor. lLoving dovn to an assemdly
aren under cover of darkness, we made our reconnaissance the next morn -
ing and oeccupled positions the same afternoon. Our first round wae fired
apainst the enemy at 2114, 27 June, 1944, “e were placed in general sup-
port of the division and from this positlon fired harassing fire and
counter-battery fire on enemy guns that were shelliny the bridge in Car-
entan, Our firgt Base Point was a church in Sainteny, from which the en
emy was belleved to have observation. On 3 July the battalion displaced
forusrd to the south of Carentan to an area nicknamed "Dead Cow Lane®,
in order to give closer support to the attack that was to take plece the
next da¥. It was in this position that the battallion received its first
taste of enemy fire both from small srms and artillery, Infantry front
lines wers close enough tha® richochets and stray small arm rounds were
centinously coming through our area. Lnemy artillery consisted of har -
aseiny fire but a lucky hit near one of Battery B's gun pits claimed the
lives of one chief of section and two cannoneers, and wounded one other
cannoneer, As our attacking infantry continued to gain ground we dis -
placed forward to two mere firing positions near Sainteny and Bois Grimot,
France, and continued to support the infantry attack by firing TOT!s and
on enemy batteries %that were pleked up by our ailr OP, On 28 July the en-
emy withdrew out of range and we dlsplaced forward te take up positions %o
cover Division objectives with defensive fires as the Infantry re-organ -
ized and checied equlpment.

On 29 July the battalion moved to a rest area ot Hauteville, Le Guich-
ard, ¥rance, and there procscded to clean and check all vehicleg and mat-
eriel. The action from 27 June to 28 July participeted in by this batt -
alion resulted in clearing the enemy out of Normandy, France, and wiped
out any doubt that the invasion forces might be pushed back into the sea.
During this campaipgn thie battalion fired from four positions, a total of
15,695 rounds. All members of the battalion were authorized to wear a
bronze service star in accordance with Letter, Headquarters, Lurogean
Theatre of Operations, dated 18 November 1944, Subject: Battle Partleipa-
tion Awards - Normandy Campaign ( No 1 ).

On 3 Auguset, after 5 days of belng out of actlon the battallon once
more moved out of %helr rest area on a lo aarch down to the vieinlty of
Pontorson, France, arriving there the next morning at 0110 and occupied
an sssembly area. At 0700 reconnalssance perties moved out to pick firing
positions which were occupled by the battallon that snme morning, e
were placed in general support for the attack on the city of Dol but due
to the fact that Dol was occupied the next day, with very little enemy
opoosltion, we were nof called on %o fire & round. As the infantry con -
tinued to advance rapidly we moved 5 August to a firing position near
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Hyrel, France, anc supported the a.tack on 8% ligle, France. *he next aa;
Wwe vers forced to displace forward again and moved into poeltion hear Ly
onay, ¥ronce. Once again we were placed in general support snd fired on
eneny batteries and installations, Here we recelved a large amount of en-
emy artillery fire and Battery C had g howltzer knpeked out of action when
an eneny shell set powder charges on fire, which in turn burned a tire on
the gun, Five men were wounded due o the shelling, With the towm of 5%
Lialo 1tself cleared of enemy, the battallon on 10 Aujuab 194/ noved fo e
port the attack on Dinard and took up firing pozitions about one mile nor-
th of Pleslin, France, We rema; d his positlon until 17 August during
which time we were in general 1d algo rein ed the fires of the
908th Field Artillery Battalion. oot hit scored by this battallion
on a strong point consisting of a of thick reinforced concrete pill
boxes connected by underground €0 tions trenches of similar construc-
tion caused the whole geries of funnc o £i1l h powder gas making the
whole strong peint untenable, Over 600 prisoners were taken from this one
fortified hill, On 14 Auguc% all ene:
Frence exeept for those still on Isle
havassing fire on our troops in the vipinity of 8% lislo, France, The bati
2lion established an OP in the Chafeau on Hill 42, near 8% Lunaire, France,
and 7Ath plcked gun crevs manning 3 capfured German 15 em SP guns effective
fire was placed on the island using these weapons, Ag anmunitlon was run -
ning low for these pieces, on 16 Augueb we placed tvwo OF our omi howitzers
near the OP and precision adjustments vere conducted. One battery of 15 cn
guns were neutralized on the i1sland using & simgle shell with quick fuze.
On 17 August, the Citadel, vwhich had been stlll nholding out at 8% Malo sure
rencered and thus ended all enemy resigfhance on the mainland, The garrison
on Iole de Cezembre 4id not surrender ot this time put they were complebely
sesled off with all thelr artillery pleces knocked out of actlon by our eif
ective precision fire. With this situation existing, this battallon noved
back into a bivouac arsa near La Germondals, France, and the men had an
opportunity to clean up and to servics the vehlcles and materiel. During
the battles for Bt Lglo and Dinard, France, the battalion fired 4,460
roundg cnd supported the Infantry in capturing =11 enemy traops tha® ooc-
upled both ecities. Both battles conalsted of blesting the enemy out of
neavily reinforced strony points from which they savagely rerlsted each adi-
vance pf our Infantry. Bach member of the battalicn received hig second
bronze service star in accordance with Lebter, Headquarters, kurcpe:

Theatre of Operations, dated 1 December 1944, Subject! Battle Participa -
tion Avords — Northern France Cempaign ( No 1) .

On 24 August the battallon moved into firing position: Just ouiside
the City of Angers, France, arriving there at 1300, 4As this wag a defen -
sive gsector along tne Loire Niver very 1little firing was done, itside of
reglstration. o Divigion was holding o ninety mile front and nunerpus
reconneissances*were made for alternate firing positions to be ocoupisd
in the event the enemy attaclked outside of our immediate zone of firea
OP's were eastablished in church steeples in the vieinity of Angers, Francs,
ond & constont watch over enemy territory was maintained. After firing
only 390 rounds from thls pogition we received orders to move back toLpoi:
itions Trom which to fire on Isle de Cezembre, 50 on 28 August the battalion
rode the 130 mile march are arrived there in the early morning hours.
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Enemy troops on-the island still commandered the entrance to the
harbor of‘ 6t Malo, Ag from all indications they had enough supp =
lies on the island to last many monthe, It was decided to give the
qrtillery a chance to bring about thelr surrender and then, if thisg
felled, to mek2 an amphibious landing with our infantry. The batt -
alion established OP's in the luxurious summer homes of Dinerd, Fra-
nece, and while sitting in large soft easy chairs, fire was directed
on enemy installations on the island , As all enemy guns had been
knocked out there was no need toke preecautlo: sgeinst the enemy
fire, hie island gerrison surv e on 1 September withou! having
to storm the beaches with o PWts olazimed the constant
artillery ehelling five almost 4 1em ergzy and finally they had
no glternative but to surren This battalion fired a total of
3,092 rounds during the siege T largely responelble for hring-.
ing about the complefe #urrender of the island garrison.

On 3 September the battalion moved to a pesition of readiners in
the vicinity of Chateavbriant, France, and remained in thls posi‘iion
until 12 September, when it moved to an assembly area near Vendone,
Fpanoe, All batteries organized soft-ball teams and a battalion to-
urnement was played vhich was, won by Battery A, From here the batlt -
2lion moved near lontargis , ‘rance, on 20 September, arriving on the
same date. After remalning im thls assembly area for four days we re-
ceived orders to move to the Duchy of Luxembourg and to once agaln get
back into combat,

After maling a march of 234 miles the battalion closed in an ass-
embly area one mile south of Leudelange, Luxembourg, at 1900, the 24
September. Ihe battalion remained in Luxembourg until 4 December dure
ing vhich time ten firing positlons were occupied and no day passed

without firing a round. Firing positlons were near the towns of
Brouch, Berbourg, Canach, Londorf, and Wecker., Tie battallon occupled
positions near Berbourg for the longest time sincs arriving on the con-
tinent belng there from 9 October to 5 November. It was in this pos -
3tlon that the battalion received heavy counter-battery fire on four '
#ifrerent occasions and once again Battery B was the hardest hit losl
one chief of section and two cannoneers while four Cannoneers wers wo
ded, During the period spent in Luxembourg, the batiallon supported the
Infentry in driving the enemy across the lMoselle River and then set up
defensive positions to prevent the enemy from reorossing the river, 0P"s
were established for each position and firing consisted of firing enemy
installations, personnel and batteries., While ab Berbourg, Luxembourg,'
the battalion fired on freight and pascanger trains moving through the
eity of Konz-Kartheus and obtalined direct hits although firing at a
range of 15,000 yards. A total of 6,141 rounds were fired during the
time the battalion was’ in Luxembourg. The first round to land on Ger-
man soil was fired at 0934, 26 September, by Battery B, VWnile in the
city of liondorf on 12 November, the battalion had en OP in France,how-
itzers in Luxembourg and was firing on targets in Germanye

On 4 December the battalion moved out of Canach, Luxembourg ab
0700 and bivouaced that night in woods six miles north of Houffalize,
Belgiun, Next day we moved to an assembly area one mile south of Soh-
evenhutte, Gormany and contacted the 20th Field Artillery Battalion of
the 4th Infantry Division vwhom we were fo relieve the following day.
Occupying the posltions vacated by the 20th Field Artillery Battallon
on & December, we registsred and fired 7,0.T.*8 on enemy installations.
Occupying two other firing positions in this area we supported our In-
fantry in their attacks on the towne of Gey, Strass, Gurzenich, Birgel,
Hufferath and Rolsdorf and drove the enemy across the Roer in the vic-
inity of Duven, “Germeny snd cleared the approaches to the Cologne Plain,



. All batiery positions were in the famous Hyrtgen Forest and although the
weather was cold and wet, the men constructed log cabing and managed to
live fairly comfortablely. Enemy air force was quite active and on the
night of 18 December at 0100 Battery ¢ was bombed and strafed by a low
flying enemy plene. Six men were wounded and four vehicles were slightly
damaged. Enemy mine fields wers encountered and Battery B had a tractor
hit one vwhich totally wrecked the vehicle but only slightly wounded the
the ocoupants., The battalion fired almost continously until 26 December
expending 7,368 rounds during the twenty Cays spent in Tiring poslticns
in Germany. Two OP's were eatablished but due %o poor vigibility, mogt
firing was done by forward ob The battalion became extremely
security conglous due o rep ehrocpers were being drop-
ped behind our lines but none w members of this batialtion.
Christmas was spent much the 3 day except that all mem~
bers of the battalion enjoyed a h all the trimmings,For
the excellent work in supportin fantry each member was
authorized a third bronze servi rdgnce with Letter, Head -
auarters, Huropesn Theatre of Cperations, dated 24 December 1944, Sube
Ject: . Battle Participation Awards - Germany Campalgn (No 1 )

On 26 December the battalion moved out of position at 1930 and mar-
ched to an assembly area neasr Havelange, Belgium, arriving there at 0530
the next morning to take part in the battle agalnst tie German offsnsive
that had penetrated deep into Belgium, Reconnalssance was made snd the
battalion moved into firing posltion that same afternoom, The year 1044
ended with the battalion firing in supsort of our Iufantry altack on the
eity of Rochefort, Belgium, which proved to be highly sucuessful,

Up until 1 January 1245 the battalion had fired s total of 55,741
rounds agalnst the enemy gnd since arriving on the continent had marched
a total of 1,406 miles., Although the compleic of the enemy has not yet
become a fact, this battalion will continue to put forth every effort to
bring thne war to a sucuessful conclusion,

The following avards and decorations have been received by members of
thls battalion for heroism and meritorlous service:

BAITLEFIELL 5
Samuel A, Dorshow 2nd Lt Per S0 212 Hq, TUSA dated 28 September
Ueorge . Baber 2nd Lt Per S0 345 Hq, FUSA dated 16 December
: SILVER STAR
John R, Blackburn lst Lt Per GO 31 Hq 83d Inf Div dtd 25 Aug
Glen Jo Sundberg Captain Per GO 31 Hq 83d Inf Div dtd 25 Aug
Sgeauel A. Dorsghow 2nd Lt Per GO 31 Hg 834 Inf Div dtd 25 Aug 4
SOLDIERS LLEDAL
Yonald K. Dager Pyt 1ol Per GO 61 Hq 83d Inf Div dtd 24 Oct 44

Stanigleus A, Kusmlerck §/Sgt per GO 6l Hq 83d Iaf DIv dtd 24 Oct 44
Joreoh 1., Sopelal Tec 4 per G0 61 Hq 83d Inf Div dtd 24 Oct 44
ames B. Steib S/8gt per G0 61 Hq 83d 1:f Div dtd 24 Oct 44
Feter Constantino Gél per GO 28 Hq 85d Inf Div dtd 24 Oct 44




