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THE COMBAT INFANTRY = INTRODUCTION

From the day the Russians:-exploded their first atomic bomb
the Solons of the United States have spent their time worrying
about who was ahead in the nuclear wer race - The United States
or Russia, The only glimmer of light that has penetrated this

obsession has been since President Kennedy and Secretary McNamara
have been in office, They see that the world cannot be won by de-
stroying it ,and that an incinerated earth would be of little value
to anyone, Mr. Khruschev has always seen this very clearly, and
has gone about the business of taking over the world a piece at a
time,stopping only when he thinks the Americans might be stupid
enough to use the atomic bomb.

Mr. Kennedy, =2fter the bitter experience of the Cuban fiasco,
has apparently decided that he can't trust the State Department,
the CIA, or the Pentagon for advice, and is rai@ing a brush fire
army to stop the Communist inroads. This is excellent as far as
it has gone but it hasn't gone far enough. The deficiency is more
a matter of quality than quanity. Brush fire armies will represent
the United States just.as surely agi;gme dignitary of the State De-
partment., If composed of reluctant time-servers from the draft, or
the national guard or reserves, or made up of volunteers who were
rejected by the air force or navy, their effectiveness is question-
able., Our brush fire armies should be composed entirely of profes- -
sional soldiers, highly trained and rigidly disciplined., The United
States can get all of these it wants from the million high school
students entering the labor market each year. All that is neccesary

is to offer them pay at the minimumwwagelievel,
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The technique of the communists is very plain. They apparently
quite honestly believe that their ideology of every man working for
the state is more democratiec thah the American ideology of every man
working for himself., They even consider themselves as crusaders for
the rights of the common man, Apparently-there is:nocdifficulty in
convineing impressionable students and street rabble that the com-
munist ideology is the only correct one. Theychmmunistshhayesin the
past b rand yprobablycwill teontinuecint thexfutureltorextendntheby
holdingd oy vbrash fire wars,

Brush fire wars may be started from within a country or they
may be the result of an invasion from the outside, In either case
the results are the same, The side that eventually controls the
armed forces, the police, and the government, secures control of the
country, The ordinary citizens of the country are only pawns in the
game, They usually become the innocent victims in a fight for power,
Control in brush fire wars is always eventually vested in the infan-
try. Whether soldier, marine, or police, the armed man on foot is
the final arbiter, His,will be the final decision.

This book is a dissertation on the combat infantryman - his
strength, his weaknesses, how much dependence can be placed on him
if war comes, and what recompense the country owes him for deprive-
ing him of his most precious possession - his life, There is always
the possibility that the infantryman may get smart and say, "I don't
like the rules for this game and I'm not going to play%. This hap-
pened in the Graves expedition to Russia in World War I, and threatened .
in World War II and Korea, If it ever happens the rules will be changed

and the changes will not be small.
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It is not the intention of this article to disparage the other
implements of war, but rather to put them in their proper perspective,
Since nuclear weapons have been perfected by our potential enemies it
1s neccesary that we be ready and able to deliver devastating warheads
on enemy installations on short notice, We must also be able to w i -
maintain: control of the sea and the air to allow us freedom of move-
ment, but both of these will usually fall into the catagory of support-
ing services. To conquer and hold is the job of the infantry, whether
army or marine, and the value of the other services is in direect ratio
to the extent to which they help the infantry in this job. The navy
may sweep the enemy from the seas, the air force may completely domi-
nate the air, but their accomplishments will be wasted unless they are
accompanied by occupation and control of the ground,

There has always been in this country a certain lack of respect
for the army in general and the infantry in particular. This is illus-
trated by the comic sections of our daily papers. Pick up your daily
paper and turn to the comic section. You will see depicted there the
highly romantic adventures of a handsome air force lieutent-colonel
named "Steve Canyon", or the equally romantic career of another air
force officer called, "Terry Lee". If your inclination favors the
navy you may find the heroism of "Buz Sawyer" or "Captz=in Easy" more
interesting. You will also find a strip about the army., It records
the bumbles of a childish general, two fat and stupid company officers,
a fat and despotic first sergeant, and the antics of a number of lazy
and moronic enlisted men. To supplement this you may watch TV and see
a crooked sergeant victimize a half-witted colonel, ailded by a number
of extremely unmilitsry looking enlisted men.

Newspapers and ‘television put out what appesls to the publie, &:.
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and these reflect public opinion. But wh=t happens when the chips
are down? In World War II the infantry with twenty percent of the
forces involved, suffered about eighty percent of the battle casual-
ties. 1In Korea when the army had its first hundred thousand casual-
ties the air force and navy had each less than two thousand. The
marines had twelve thousand. Throughout history this has been the
record of wars, ahd it seems probable that it will not be changed

by nuclear weapons. The other forces get the appropriations and the
glory and the infantry gets the casualties., This is not conducive
of a high rate of enlistment in the army. Would you like to rest

the defense of this country on Beetle Bailey?
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THE POOR BLOODY INFANTRY

‘Wag 1t Kipling that first gave it the designation of ¥The poor
bloody infantry", or is it only a coincidence that the British pro-
fanity accurately describes the infantry? ,Must the infantry always
be a faceless mass of cannon fodder expendable on foreign fields?
Does it represent just so many "bodies" to fill "spaces":in tables
of organization? Should it consist of only the personnel remaining
when the air force, the navy, and the administrative and supporting
echelons of the army have picked over the available man power supply?
Is it neccesary or desirable that the combat infantryman have any-
thing more than a stronyback and a weak mind? Is intelligence an
asset to him on the battlefield or would a blank mind be better?
What force causes him to move forward to almoét certain death or
serious wounding? 1Is this force patrioiism, mass hysteria, the bonds
of fellowship, hate, pride, a love of combat, control by the subcon-
scious mind, or the result of discipline? Is the combat infantryman
capable of individual thinking under conditions of mortal danger, or
must masses of infantry be sent forward like éattle to the slaughter?
Is it possible for infantry to be so trained that under combat con-
ditions the separate individuals and small units will play their
parts as in a football game? 1Is it correct for a general to be
credited with being a great leader when his successes were won by
excesslve infantry casualties? For the good of posterity should the
more intelligent and better physical specimens of manhood be kept
out of the infantry? Should the fighting elements get the best
qualified men and the supporting elements get what is left, in-

stead of the reverse?
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Could the infantry be eliminated and our national defense rested on
naclesarrweapons? Could the numbers of infantry be reduced if we had
superiority of aireraft, navy, tanks, and artiliery?

The answer to most of these gquestions will be only opinions,

No person is qualified to answer them all, Few people have had the
neccesary experience to answer most of them, The persons who could
have most nearly correctly answered the questions are probably buried
on some battlefleld., Many of the authoritive books on combat have
been written by generals, whose 1ldea of inspecting the front consisted
of visiting some regimental command post, a mile or more in rear of
where the fighting was going on, The experiences of the lower ranks,
while more authenic, ware restricted by their limited area of opera-
tion. Personal prejudice also enters into any such problem, There
is hardly an officer in the air force, navy or army who is not pre-
Judiced in favor of his particular department and braneh, and every
participant thinks his outfit won the war,

This book is by a prejudiced infantryman, It is based upon the
campaigns of the 329th Infantry regiment of the 83rd Division in the
European theatre in World War II. I organized the 329th Infantry re-
glment at Camp Atterbury, Indiana in the summer of 1942, trained it
for two yeérs, and commanded it through the five campaigns in nor-
thern Europe from the landing on Omaha Beach in Normandy,hin June 1944
to the crossing of the Elbe river near Berlin in April, 1945, 1In the
course of this combat the regiment suffered over four thousand battle
casualties, 942 men being killed and about 3300 wounded out of an
initial’strength of about 3400, 'plus replacéménts for-the killed and
wounded. This was not an unusual casualty rate for infantry; both of

the other regiments in the 83rd Division suffered more.
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Casualties do not neccesarily indicate the combat worth of an
organization, Battles are not won by getting your men killed, as
Napoleon found out when he said, "Give me back my battalions",
Casualties do, however, indicate the severity of the fighting,
Objectives taken with few casualties more likely reveals weak re-
sistence than outstanding leadership, but this is not always true,

A good leadér looks continually for ways of out-manuevering strong
opposition rather than sacrificing his men by frontal attacks.

During the course of the fighting in Europe the 329th Infantry
participated in almost every kind of combat characteristic of the
European terrain, Starting with the hedgerow attacks in Normandy,
then the attack of a fortress, (St. Malo), winter fighting in the
Hurtgen and Ardennes forests in the Battle of the Bulge, fighting
for river crossings, (the Roer, the Rhine, the Elbe), and fighting
for towns and villages through heavily populated Germany, Our troops
learned to mouse-hole through villages:thiuaagnﬂgh&ta&&ackspfhwrlunh»
prise and cover, to use marching fire to keep the defenders down,
and the rewards of mobility in keeping the enemy on the defensive,

In the course of the war we captured more than 40,000 German soldiers,
besides thé ones we killed on battlefields, At the end of the war
the 329th Regimental Combat Team was a hardened, battlewise, effec-
tive,military machine, the product of battlefield education.

It is the purpose of this article to show by combat experiences
that the infantry is not neccesarily Jjust stupid cannon fodder,

Every battlefield offers many solutions, and success in battle usually
depends upon the bravery, intelligence, initiative, and resourceful-
ness of the leaders of small infantry units, and upon the bravery and
aggressiveness of their men., Unwilling draftees and juvenile delin-

quenté;anAtheiinfantny:is not-thenangswerl toc6urznationaindefense,
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Instead of being what is left after the other services have
taken their choice, the infantryman should be a superman. He
should have the courage of a lion because only those with the stout-
est hearts will continue forward through the Hell of a2 battlefield.
He should have the stamina of a marathon runner so that he may con-
tinue forwsrd when his body cries for water, food, and rest, He
should have the agility of a gymnast because he has to c¢limb over
obstacles that stop everything else, He should have the ability to
read the ground like an.indian scout, because some small cover or
depression properly used may save his life, He should have the eye-
sight of an eagle - catching a slight movement in the brush or the
glint of a weapon may give him the eritical advantage of the first
shot, He should be able to hit a man the first shot at any range up
to two hundred yards, He may not get a second shot 1f he misses, He
should have the hearing of aqéaveadropper to detect the minute sounds
of an enemy approaching at night, He should have the fortitude of
our pioneer ancestors to undergo the constant physical punishment
of battle,

The infantry, of course, is not composed of supermen, Instead,
with a few exceptions, the infantry gets what is left in the manpower
pool after the more desirable fish havelbeen caught by the air force,
the navy, and the more pleasant and comfortable staff organizations
of the army. The infantry must, therefore, content itself with
something less than the superman standards, The infantryman is us-
ually considered satisfactory if he doesn't get combat fatigue at
the first hostile shot, can walk twenty five miles in a day, can get
over the obstacle course without breaking a leg, can read the largest

letter on the eye chart, can fire his weapon in the general direction





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































