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& A YnAR AGO TOuAY™
by Captain #illiem L. Waters
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A year &.0 tonight I was riding in the front seat &8 a 21 ton
truck that was rolling closer and closer to the sounds of ariillery
being exchanged. It was ,ouring down rain asnd the night was as black
as an ink-well., ¥%e @aéaad ti.rough Cerentan wrere I hed my first good
smell of éeath from the rotting bouies of catile that hed stooa in the
path of exglouing artillery shells. It was the beginning of guite an

ex.erience.

&

June 2
A year ego tomnight I had just finished my first day of actual con-

tact with the enemy. We huac been shellec a few times anu sbout this

time of night the enewy patrols were starting in to heckle us. Nothing

"

of im ortesnce mctuzlly bappened but it was still very exciting because
we were in the war at last. I had & beautiful foxz-hole. It was

gug down anc then tunneled into & hedze-row. Being very green 1 felt
prétty sazle whenever 1 cruwled intc 1t. I discovered my error later

when 1 saw hewge-rows blown apert by ex loding shells.

July 4.

Wrnat a quiet cay this has been in comperison with last yezr's
4th of dJuly. A yesr a&go we launched our first attack and were uis-
astrously beaten. Toirty minutes after we had jumped off- both Dick
and Hel h,who were leading my two assault plstoons, had been killed.
They were leading their platoons in & charge across & swamp 600 yds.
wide, 2000 yds. long, flat as & billlard table, and covered by dozens
of maching guns menned by 83 troopers ana paratrcopers wuo had had
three weeks to prepare their positions. Both officers gave their
lives gloriously.
duly &8

A year ago yesterday we made the léngest gain ghat we had mace
up Lo thet tine. We drove forward all day lgéng and thal exening

found us some 1500 yards ahead of the place from which we had started.
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Just as we had pulled up for the night s German pfricer care driving
up the reau ol & motorcycle as though he owned ths worlde. /Oue of our
men clippeé him neatly between the pyes with a %eli»gﬁmed shot and
Hamn had his cotor-cycle pefore it had stopped gliding. 4 few moments
iater some Germans in & Volkswagon wers just as neaily accounted fors
About thet time all hell broke loose. There ®sere two Germen tanks
right in cur &are& They had been sitting there with thair.ﬂatdxs shut
offe suddenly, they started firing and turned their motors on. Li.
Lancaster, the anti-tank platoon leader, wheeled one of his guns into
position right under their noses and knocked out one of the tanks., This
was the first time that i had ever experienced ihe sensation of hearing
a tank buri. There's nc other saind in war that gives me such C¢OH-
plsie satisfaction. The flames shoot high into the air and their crack-
1ing adas & fitting backgreﬁnd to the explosion of the amzunition with-
1n the tenk. I tookLi. Davis?! platoon and arceve off the infentry thsi
had accompanied the tank---then we seitled down for the mighﬁg Davis
andtl metohed to see Who would enter the Jerry gug-out, th.i we ine
tended tC OCCUDY, inorder to check it for booby tra.s. 1 lost——-
fortunctely, noe booby traps. 1wo0 dug-ouils away contained a small Ao P
mine thaet slightly wounded one of my men, thoughe

Early the mext morning, we were srdered to pull back & 1000 yds.
as a safeiy precsution for = bombing mission that wag to be [lown
that morning. There's nothing more heart bresking than to withdraw
from ground thatl you'tve fought to get and know that you'll ha?ertb
fight for it again on your way back up. Thé big picture called for
g bombing mission---¥E 1ittle picture men were not imﬁoriant-—&xcept
to ourselvess

T ran into Bart back in the assembly area and we exchenged some
pleasantries. This was the first time that we had seen each other
gince leaving mnglands Shortly afterward he was %ite '

The attack plan that morning was dnigue--ihe regiment was L0
attack in a column of éattaiisnﬁ with the second bil. leéading; the
second bn. was 10 sttack in a column of companies with *© G ¥ compaly
jeading. 1 broke up the monotony by attazkiﬁg gith L¥0 r%enfergad

Platoons abreast and 0ne backe.
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The bombing mission was late and we were ordered 1o begin the

o

tiack imzediately-—~that was a mistake, We moved faster than anyone
had thought possible. Dellow was leading the left assault platoon
and as alweye was running arcund like a wild man, reconnoitering well
out ahead of his lead secouts. I had given him hell for thﬂs-befo?&
and he'd always say ® Demmit, Chief, the men are scared Lo death. If
T wait Tor them to move forward this war will last forever am I'm
anxious to get home.® He sure had plenty of guis.

We had advanced about a thousand yards when I ¢galled for a tem-
.orary halt to check ammo and tighten up four fromt a bit. Also, I
wanted to tell Harry %o stay back where he belonged instead of expos-
tng himself sc recklessly. I checked with HNelson and was on my way
over to Harry. He was sitting on top of a hedge-row with his back to-
ward the enemy in order to shae his men that they had nothing to be
afraid of. He saw me coming about & hundred rsards away ana st_rred
grinning because he knew thut he was going to catch hmell. 4About that
time a red smoke shell from our own artillery leanded in belween us.
This marked the target for our dive bowbers--sgomebedy hed mede & mis-
take, Down they swarmed on uss

I wuatched one plane diving straight at me, saw him cul loocse his
bomb, watched it burtling acwn, a:d knew that it would be close. There
was »ot. ng for me to do but lie down flat on the ground for I was in
the middle of a field. I relived my life during that short interval
of iime. The bomb landed within thirty yards of me asnd blew out a crater
about the size of our kitchen at home. The concussion lifted me uﬁ
in the air and knocked me = 1ittle goofy. Within six inches of my
head were two huge chunks »f dirt elther of which would have killed me
hed they been 9 inches closer. 1'11l always know that it was the praycr
that you sazid for me a2t that particular moment thal gave ®e oy life.
It's just not possible for a man to remaln alive when such a large
bomb lands thal close while he is in the open,

Harry was nei so fortunate. One 0f the fi.e bowbs that dropped on
us buried him in the hedgerow,

I teied to go forward ic hélp some of my men who had been mangled
but wes stopped by & swarm of angry bees ihail had been set ir motion

by the concussiorn of the bombs. Ny face and hands were coversd with
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ther and they were all down inside my shirte Groggy as I was, I
started to fight them. They stung me into complete madﬁess. Here
again I cannot understerd why I did not die from the peoison that they
injected for I must have been stung 2 or J hundred times. Later on,
one bee sting on my hand caused it to swell to half sgain its normal
size. _

Some of my men sa¥ me waving my arms fighting the bees and, not
realizing what was heppening, thainght that the bombing hed driven me
crééy. Theﬁ ceme running up and tried to knock me out. Then I had to
fight them as well as the bees.

Finally I brought order out of this shaos and we pushed off sgain,.
At this point, Lt. Davis was .the only officer trnat I had left. He :
didn't get hit until t:.e next acay. Five days of combat--three officers
killed .and twe wounded. It wzsn't until four days later that I got
hit thus giving the company officers a erfect score. And it wasn't
unti% a week later that I was hit again giving me a jump on the mew
batch of officers. However, to a man they &1l eaught up.

l 4% A short time after we had gotten started again, Davis radioed
to me that they couldn®t advence any further because they were pinued
down. #hen he used the expression " einned down® I really 1it into him.f
Lverytime a shiper opened fire or an ertillery round came in péople
started screaming that they were © pinned down.® BSo, wnen he used that
expressjon; I really turned the air waves blue. I finished up by tell-
ing him that I was on .my way over toc him and that his platoon had better:
- be moving forward when I got there., I got within ten yards of him
when a machine-gun opened up one me, I hit the ground and started to
crawl up te him but it was no uée. They had me spotted and every time
I moved a muscle they cut looss at me. All of this time Nelson was
 daughing like hell at me--~he was behind a little rise 4in the ground
that protected him-- and saying "What's the metter, Cnief, you pinned
down?®" I coulan't help but laugh with him. 1 finelly made a run for
it and together we worked out a plan that started us rolling again.

¥e pushed farw.rd & few more hedge-rows peying the normsl prise
for ezch and then buttoned up for the night,
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duly 9

A year ago today we wsare auvancing on Sainteny, France with orders
tc take the town ati all cosis. My company had led the attack the day
before s0 we were in reserve .that particuliar day. I was to follow
the assault comy.enies at about 500 yards. They got to within about
800 yards of the town and wers held up by fire coming from their left
flank. Col. Faber called for me to come forw=rd. 4 little incident
happened on my way up t0 him that I didn't think too much about at the
time, but which later scared hell out of me. When I was within about
50 yards of the Col. I stopped for no reason at all and looked back.
Just as I sturted forward again the hedge-row about 20 yards awayfrom
me was rip.ed apart by a terrific sxplosion. OQur own engineers had
blown it with = load of dynamite in order to make a passaze way for
the tanks., Had I not stopoed when I did, I would have been right op_os=
ite the explosion and been blown to pleces.

’Col. ¥eber wanted me to create a diversionary attack on the lefi
flank in order to relieve ithe pressure on the rest of the battalion,
& ﬁoved into position and reported all set. Just as we were ready to
Jump off, I was ordered tohold up. The értillery was not available
to sup.ort me «t that time. I waited for over an hour and was finally
ordered to make the attack witgout suppert. By that time the enemy
knew we were there and were all set for us. They had moved tnree tanks
up behingd, the second hedge-row over from us and some machine guns be-
hind the next hedge-row. We assaulted and they cut us down like flies.
Lt. Davis was hit asnd Li. Wacle, the platoon leader of the heavy
machine gun platoon that i had with me, had his leg broken. We gained
the next hedge-row and was blasting it apart with cannon fireiand the
other two circled around in rear of us and cut us down with macnine gun
fire. I ran about & hundred yards over to the right te try to get an
anti-tank gun, that Lt. Lancaster had brought up, swung araind into
position. It was impossible bhecause an enemy tank less that 50 yds.
7.away was spraying it with machine gun fire. Lanky was hit so I had
to give up irying to get the gun araund, I went back to the center of
the compuny and al: of the men that were able to, had withdrawn. Ky first
sergeant wes {rying to pick Lt., Waclo up and carry him backe. The three

tanks were bearing down on him so I jumped up on the hegge-row and



{e)

started firing at the tanks in order o attract hheir attention. I
succeeded in drewing two of them eway from him. ¥hen they would

swing their cannon toward me 1%d jump down behind the hedgs-row znd

“run 15 or 20 vards to ithe left wnile they'd blast the spol where 1'd

been. Then I'd jump back up on the hecge-row and fire at them again,
Sgt. Gaynor, my lst Sgt., succeesded in jumping over the hedge-row
with Lt. Waclo Jjust before tdihe third fank ran him down. The muzzle

)

of the tank canncn was right over his hezd where he could have reached
up and chinned himself on it. The hedge-row kept it fr&m,depreasiﬁg
to where it could fire on him.

I Jooked around then and there was not & man left but myself and
my runner so 1 starited back to try to round up some of my men. I
searched every where aud finally found one man. By that time I was
frantice 1 took all the grenades that my w0 men had, senit them to be-
port éo the battalion cowmmander then started out with the idea in mind
of killing as many Germans as possible before they killed me. Abait
five minutes later I came wpon one of my sergeants who had rounded up
about fifteen men and who said that he knew where there were sbat 15
more. %ith this wmews I abandoned my solo mission for I once agein had
8 company ito command--30 wene---0ne of the officers of itnis battalion
proudly weadRs & silver star that he received for rauﬁding up 12 wmore
of my men about six hedge-ro ws back and bringing them farward later.

As Tar a8 tne battalion was concerned, the msitack was 8 succedsd

. for it enabled the other two companies fo move into Ssinteny without =

shot being fired &t them, As far as I was concerned, I had no officers
left snd less than sixty men out of an orginel company of o?er two
bundred, This, after five days of fightinge

¥e moved into Zeinteny, and were there aboul half an hour when
there ap,uaréd & big Tiger tank, rolling into town. Ee pulled right
into the sguare and staried blasiing every buillding within reach. ¥e
hed one bszooks to fignt hiw with. Harry Fleming, our sartillery lis&son
officer, fired three bezooks rounds ai him and all three bhounced off.
With that, though, he siirted to withdraw. It was then that Col.
Faber sgtrted chasing him with his pistol trying to jJjump on top of
the tunk znd shoot the men inside., He had more guts than eglix moramal

men., i+t was this s¢tion for which he regeived ithe D.5.C. Hext dsy he

gas kille
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Then they started shelling us. To tihis day it is sgreed that
we received our worst sgheliing in Sainteny. That night I ssent the

night curled up in & small, damp foxhole beside a blown up Church.

The ertillery poured in incessantlye.
duly 10
A year ago today we were in Sainteny suffering the heaviest

artillery barrage that we received before or since. I had Oy GOl

-pany in a field directly behind & demolished Church., I was set up

fer.househeeping in a fox-hele that was anything but comfortable.
Early in themorning a battelicn from the 329th ssssulted threugh oup
movOor-pool using marching fire. Someone had neglecigd to tell them
that we had already teken the towne

Company G of the 329th moved into ‘and occupied the same field
that my compsny was occupying--two compaiy's ®C" in the same field.
You can imagin the confusion when,-3ater in the day, both of  us re-
aeivgd about 50 replacements. When it came time ito move out, the new
men knew that they were in G Co. but they had ne idsa which regiment..
wé split them up and went on Iighting the war. Personnel section
SPent'wéeks getiing the records straightensd cut.

A sniper wounded a man in the area and Hemm and I went out to
lock for him. We searched the area for & couple of hours but kad no
luck.

Col. Feber wes killed that der. :e answesed the phone during an
artillery barrage and the room where he was got & diregt hit. Ese
had maoc the stalement the day before that he didn't expect to live
through it a:l. It was & safe statement ﬁa make gt the time.

L saw my first German P W ;hat days  He waz a member of the Hitler
Jugend-- a part of the S8 division that we were fighting. He looked
about 17 yeers old, wore glasses, and was very arrogant. His faee was
completely impassive and his answers to all wuestions asked nim were
lies, -

Our new regimentel couueancer--the 4th in six days § we haa 11 in
two weeks) came down to see us. He was killsd om the way back to the

regimential CoZs
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Henry %einhardt volunleered to take a message back Lo regiment
that afterncon, He was killed on the way backe

A regimental stuff officer came down to see us. He wzs hysteri-
cal with fear. During one heavy barrage, he pushed Capt. Flemingss'
radio o.erator out from under the celler steps and crawled in himself.
Eight months later he sold somebody on a different version of the
story and was awarded the Silver Star for that day's works It must have
been something else for which he received the decoration.

I spent the afterncon crawling around to each'cf my new men end
giving them & word of encouragement, It had been five cays since I
had shaved or washed last so my appearance was none to resssuring.

4 shell hit = small brick shed sbout six yards from my fox-hole
a:d buried two of my men in the debriss I dug them out and they were
unfurts

" About midnight our new battalion commender crawled into my fox-
nole to get ascquainted with me. What & character he was/ Abart the
only thing he ever sald was * Is that incoming or outgoing mail?{ertill-
ery) ¥hich is the safest side of the fox-hole?® He lasted a dey and a
half and was then transferred to the third pattalion where hs was
captured a few days later. I hated him from the start because he kept
¢zlling me ® son®. I wes an old man at the time snc didntt relish thatl
chilaish term. Also, I was pretty punchy. Just before leaving he
esked me in thedarkness. " son, when was the last time you shaved®,
= About 5 days ego,sér, I think." ¥ You will report to me at 0530 in
the morning freshly washed and shaved. Goodenight, son"---Three and
s half hours later I got up and shavea a five day's growth usigg cold
weter out of my canteen and timing my strokeg with the incoﬁ1ng mail,
Then I reported to him in & shell—hole'xbout 80¢ yards away. " 5on, ‘
you've got tg be more careful when you shave., A Pig boj like you
shouldn't cut himself, Ha/ Ha/ { that was a joke) My God/ Is that
incoming artillery or outgoing? You'd beiter get down, son/%--~Youngster
that I was, I was old snoughf to know thei it was outgoing so I stayed
standing.

A1l dey long I thought of my new men who were hit before they
had even finished digging themselves a fox-hole and was Very unhappye
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suly 11

A year ago today we were still in Sainteny and still being
pounded with artillery. Joe Hacaluso, who had besn hit six davs
ezrlier, returned for duty. I was certainly glad to see him. In
additien, I also received g replacement officer, Lt. Hoah. The next
day he went down fighiing with about six machine gun slugs in him, In
the few hours that he was with us he gave a damned fine account of
himself,

1 spent the day checking our wefensive osition ‘and telking to

the men-»mespmcﬁmlly the n2®m cnes. They wers heving a herd time of

4t huving been brought up into a place where the ertillery fell al-

most constantly,

Toward evening I saw & patrol coming in frow our right flark,
It was a friendly patrol so I waited impatiently to see who it was.
As they came nesrer Ehe man in the lead looked more anc more familiar.
Finally, I was zble to recognize him. It was Joe Bush, one of my bes
friends during the thre: years from 1936 to '3% when I was an enlisteéd
men with the 11th Inf. It was the first time that we had seen each
other since I had left the company to go to the &Lademg. #e held open
house in & fox-hole and had a regular old home week. He was now a 2nd
Lte and hac been assigned as a replacement officer to the 22nd Inf, the
cay before. The 22nd was on our right a:1.d he was brimging & patrcl over
“o establish contact with us. o

Other than these few things the day does net lend itselfl to an
interesting detailed account. We stayeﬁ'in,gur holes a2 much as
pessible venturing forth only whean necessayy. We weres serenaded 8ll
day long with the S ¥ I 8 He—m B ¥ 0 O ¥-~—-Z I N G of the artillery
coming in, exploding, a:d the shra_nel flying around.

Do not miss tomorrow's narrative--I am wounded for the first tine
in the morning, walk into a machine~gun nest in ihe a;t&rnoon, and we
win our firsi decisivs victarymaaa far as we ¥ little picture“ men
ars COHG&TR%Q—Ethﬁb evening in a battle that has been known ever slince
a8 " The Turkey 8hoot.® -

July 12 _
& year ago today was & pretiy full day. Qur battalion went into

division reserve with orders that we could be sommitied anly by the

gsneral,
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general, himself. That sounded like music to our ears. We pulled
back azbout g thousand yards behind Sainteny into sn sssembly area.
Jdust as we reached the arsa, ﬁérd'came that the general had found a
spot in which to use us. | _

I started back {0 receive the attack order. Just asll pagsed
through an copening in s hedge-row—--2ing--- & rifle bullst hit me in
the left leg, knocking me down. Foriunately, 1t hit me a glancing
blow and did very little damage. An aid man patched me up and I was
all sete.

The plan celled for my compazmy to move out immediately and
seize a forward asserbly ares from wnich the battaliion would Baunch
its attack. 1 100k theassembly area withoul much difficulty, out-
posted it, and waited for the remainder of the batteiion io coue up
and pass through me. Butl such was not toe be the case. I wes ordered
to cerntinus the attack, so out we meved. About 800 yds. forward I
ran into the remnants of B Compan$. Some how they had. gottien off the
beam-and had run into a veritable horneis nest. Host of their man
were lying uead or wounded out in the next field. The compuny comme
ender and some 27 men werse left. They had been butiing their hesaos
up ageinst this spet all day long. The .Situation did not look pleas—
ants

I went forward on reconnaissanceé aend got te within asvout 100 yds.
of where the Germans were dug in. -1 spent sbout &n hour crawling up
and down the hedge-row until I had mest of their positions figured out.
There was one spot that I waesn't guite sure ofs I figured that it
contained & machine-gun. 1In crder to meke certsin one way or the
other I crawled forward through an epening inthe hedgs-row, and then
raised up to teke & good look, 1T was ~s-they spotted me, and cut
loose, I dropped to the ground and the bulleis sped harmlessly over
my head, I dropped so guickly that my rifle flew oul of my hand and
my helmet flew off of my head. It would have been embarrassing as
hell tc go beck without these two items so I cgrawled around retriev-
ing them. All of this time themachins-gun was barking away furiocuslye.
However, ithe gunner must have been as frightened as I was for he con-
tinued 10 shoot six or eight fesl over my hezd. It was his last
mistake for I adjusted morigsr fire on him just before I lsunched my .

atitack and got s direct hii.
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Heving made my plans, I brought the platoon leaders up and
issued my order. One platoon- the firsi- was io lay down a base
of fire from the hecge-row along which I had made'my reconnaissance,
the other platoon--the third--was to swing arcand from the right snd
come into the position from the flank. What was left of the weapons
platoon was to a&id the first in establishing a base of fire. This
toock care of every body farél no longer had & second platoon.

Everything was set aﬁdfl gave ihe signal to open fire. The plan
worked beautifully. The enveloping platoon csught them completely
napping. Led by the platoosn leader and platoon sergeant they charged
into the position which consistea of emplacements dug in & ong a
sunken road. As the third platoon passed in front of the first they
assaulted alsc. " It was like shooting fish in a barrel. Tia Jerry's
¥ho tried to run were cut down like stalks of wheat; those & o staved
in their .o0.es were bgyonetted aﬁ@ grenaded. It was a field day for us
fcr:this was the first decisive viciory that we had won.

¥e had one bad moment. A machine gun fartner up the road cut
léose at us., His first burst passed between my legs. Another glick
of elevation and we'd have had to give up tne idea of raising a farily.
A man a few feel away from me was not so fortunasie-—-he'll heve to re—
sori tc adopiion in order o be & father.

The machine-gun caught both the platoon leader end platoon serg-
eant.. Neither one was mortally wounded. Cnly two men were killed——
my radio operator anc one of my sergeants.

By that time it was growing dark and starting-ta rain so0 we holed
up for the night. Th&ﬁ battle islegendary within thecompany ana is
referred to as ¥ The Turkey Shoot.”®
July 13

A year age today my company was in battelion reserve. We moved
across a swall swamp sndup to ithe edge 9f-a large swamp sbout 2000
yards away. Other than interdictory artillery fire ,we met no real
eneny resistance.

That afternoon we teook up positions with tke battalion Ieft
flenk on the edge of the large swamp and dug in. My company occupied
two sunken roads that crossed in our area, Late in tae afterncon we

were attacked by tanks. The picture of one of the tanks appeared in
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practically every large newspaper and magazine in the States about g
month leter. {WE knocked 4t cut the next day with the platoon of &2
chemical mortors that were atteched to my company) It was when I saw
thig picture that I completely lost faith in newspaper write-ups.

Right now I nave =a copy of ® The National Geographic Heagazine® in
front of me which contains the piﬁture, The caption reads * these

G I's fighting the battle of the hedge~rowe in Normandy cnaﬁwe across
&8 road under enemy fire. They are advancing on 8t. Lo.® This comes
closest 1o Dajng the truth of all the stories that I saw connected with
tne picture, Jct of the write-u.s claimed that the G i's wvere doughe
"boys who had just knocked out the taznk and were now attacking the

next hedge~row. Actuslliy, the tmk had been knocked out two weeks
vrior to the time the picture was teken; the G I's were artillerymen
out of Cept. Fleming's lisison section who happeried to be in the ‘icin-
ity at the time; they are attacking from the side of the road which

had been held by the enemy; ¥e were not auv&nsing on Sts Lo; and the
oniy reason that there isn't the charred bocy of a dead German in thﬂl
iicture is because the men reiused toc take him ocut of the a*ﬁch zng

put him in the roac when the photographer asked them to.

But to get back to the day* & everis—--In the midst of the tamk
aitack, Col. laec Donald called over the phone for me to report to him.
1 started to explain what wes haeppening, but he shut me up and toeld me
to get over there $mmediately. Just as I passed one of the anti-tenk
gurs attacked to me, the tark scored a direct hit on it with a cannon
ghot. Run.ing and cucking I made Ry way 10 the battaslion C.P. Upon
arrival there, I was t0ld to go to the aid of F. Co. who were being
driven back by tanks. At that.I biew my stack, explained that I, too,
was uunng attlacked by tarks, that if they wanted to see re from now
on thay ¢ould come up %0 whers I was instesd of taking me away f.om
my comgany. This ocutbursit silopped ihem and in tha &nﬂuging %ilenc& I
tosk ofif back t2 the COmMPEANY .«

The two remaining 4 T guns were moved inte cetier prositions, soune
mines were laid, and two bazooks teaus were sent out to the 0PL. %Fith
that, we settled down for thé night.

Since July 4th, I ‘ve been reliving those hectic days of a yeur

820 in my memory. A few days age I decided to write down some of the
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Heppenings while I could stilld remember them. It may be that some
day in the future I mey have cause to remember them, There's always
the _ossibility that some of my men carried as missing in action may
never turn up. JIn that event, the ¥War Department will undoubtely
make an effort to trace wown events leading up to the tize that ihey
were reported as missing. For this reason 1 have retained the maps 1
dsed and the notes 1 tock as a company commander. IO supplement these,
I am slso writing down es much &s I remeumber now in the form of a
letter to you. This serves a dual purpose for 1I figurs that you are
probably interested in sone of the things that happened to me during
those extremely hectic deys whenthe scale thatl ke;t Life anc Death in

neat eguipoise coula be unbalanced during any seconrd of ths cay.

July 14

ﬁ”year ago tsday we renewed our attack. I drew the pole position
on the right in the attack plan. The gcomp.ny sirength was so depleted
that -1 decided on a sowmewnat different plan than we had been using.,
Holding the com.any w&il oack, 1 sent a reconnaissance patrol forwerd
to try and locaie the enemy. 7/ Sgt. Singleton and taree other men
maue up the patrol.

Sgt. cingleton was the vest platloon sergeant I've ever seen both
in garriéan a. G i:. combat. He was & discijlinarisn in garrison =nd
a fighting marn in cowmbatl. He hated Germans with an unsurpassed natreds
Bech time that he killed one, he carved a notch on his rifle. However,
he wouldn't carve tne unoteh unlessf he could walk up anc kick the
body in orcer %o make certsin that the Jerry was derude When I left
the company, he had 14 motches cute

When a1l the other officers had been either killed or wounded
Sgt. Singleton and 1 ran ithe company together. We were closer than
brothers could ever be. bhe was a rough talking, tobacco chewing,
fighter whose size was in hié courage for he was & small man. Onse
time he t6ld me———it was after I had been hit the Tirst tlme--that
he prayed for me every night and that if anything ever happened 10 me,
he'd desert.

a
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I put him in for a battle fileld commission. The day that hs
wag calied back for his physical examination he had Jjust finished
taking & town on the Moselle River in Luxembourge His theory wase-
fight like hell to taze & town, then after it was t.ken and properly
secured, hunt wp a good looking woman who was filled with emotion at
Just being liberated and who hed & cellar full of wine, and proceed
10 celebrate his lsatest victory. That is whal he had done that day.
Fuen he came back to the battalion CoeP. , he waa-?ery much flushed'with
vicgory. He proceeded to give everybody hell for having broken up
his party-gust to give him & physical sxamination for a com&issiong
With that, he hopped in his jeep and headed back to his party. No
amount of persuasion later could make him change his mind sbout accept-
ing & coumisssion. He set & precedent idn " G " company. Flve men were
offered commissions at one tie or ancther smd all five turned then
COWlie

#nize we were still in the vicinity of Luxembourg holcing &
gcefense line along the Koselle, we were relesaved, temporasriiy, and
went vown into France for training in the kagirnot lLine. Singleton
steppenq on the warhead of &n A T grenade and had his foot blown off,

But to get uack to the everts of & ye.r ago toaay--he took the
patrel out awd found an enemy machine gun dug in and just weiting for
us. Before they knew that there were awy Americans sbeut, lhey were
dean and the machine-gun was knocked oute

We woved up tnat far wiithout mishap but were stopped & couple
of hedgerows bevond that. After re.eated altacks we succesced in
driving them back a couple of hedge-~rows and then holed up for the

night.

July 16 )

A yeer ago toasgy 1 became & Captain and was wounded for the
second time, I d4id not know ofmy §r@mction; though, until a few days
later. The wound was only superficigla An artillery shsll exploded
near by and some of the shrapnel inbaddéd itself in my right leg. The
aid man fized me up anc a few days later I went back to tne aid
stution and had tne doctor remove the pileces of shrapnel that I had

been unzble to get out,
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Ye renewed our asttack that morning and moved forward about three
hedge-rows where we were stopued cold. It was sleven daye lster that
we finally took that next hedge-row. Then it was ornly because the
big- break through hed been made snd the Jerries in front of us with-
UTeWa

late that night I was ordered to witn draw about 1200 yvards. I
tried to talk them out of it for I knew that soosner or later I'd have
to reteke that ground. However, the big boys felt that we were out
ahead much too far. So back we wente

Une oi my best men met an untimely death that day. He was hit,
fell forward inte & w.ter-hole, and drowned. I found him on ore of

my renndse

July 16
-A year ago today I completed my witharawal that I told you sbat

in yesterday's letter. It took me most of the night for it's guite

ob to brezk contact with the enemy when you're only a hundred yiB,
a parte It must be wccomplished without his knowledge else he'll
attack in tne wmidst of it end have you at a8 great -dissavantage. 1
mace my reconnalissance early in the evening then took the leaders .ack
to & ow them ilhe route. 4s & double pracaﬁtio&, 1o prevent thenm
from getting lost in the darkness, 1 merked the route with pieces
of paper ano rags tied on the pushes. ¥Fe executed the witasarawal and
then wsnt into reserve. Other than & few artillery rounds that took
their normal toll, anuthe inevitable sniper with his harassing rire.
nothing much happened.

I located my C. P. in an old abandoned shell-hoke, covered it
over witn légs and dirt, and proceeded to set up housskeeping once
again, Thzat aAfternoon I ghaved ~-the first time sinece Sainteny--and
bathed--the first time in sbout a month. The bathing was quite an
operation. We found a pump in working order near a&nd old blown up
house. 1 took three men with me ana #h ile one of us tosk & baih the
other three outposted him. The reason for this precaution--the
sniper that I mentioneo awhile ago was working in that ares. Our
Bath ftub, of course, consisted of one sach G. I. steel helmet. At
any rate, we were able to remove one layer of duste

Fhile we were fignting in the hedgs-rows we carried no extira
e



equipment at all--no packs, no mess gear, no toklet articles, no-
thing but & canteen and am.unition. I always wore a wool undershirt é
and a cembat jacket, even though it was July and the sun veal down :
every day, in order to keep a little warm at night. Around 2 o'clock
in the morning it used to get prétty celds By pulling the combai
jacket up over my nead I could managa.ia keep a 1itile warnm.

However, I usualiy dfd not have to worry about this. lnvariablysi
if we cidn’t meke & night attack, I had to report back to the battalioﬁ

Cp P. &t 3 o'clock in the morning to get the r=xt éay's altack order.

Since it cidn't get dark until around eleven o¥e¢lock at night, there
wasn't much time for alaﬁping between then and the time I had button-
ed up my dcfenses for the night.

The on.y concession that I made myself in the way of toilet
arti;ies was a tooth brush. This 1 éarried stuck deen in my shirt
pockate Ko tooth powder--just the brush. A helf & dozen times a day
I would teke it out and serub my teetih vigorously. Whenever we would

hit some rough going that required soms concentration on m art
g B g q p P

1'd take the tooth brush out a:d start scrubbing. This I did with-

out realizing it until I ceught myself. With a K-ration diet and this-
method of clearing, my testh felt «s thomgh they were all nerve in s :
few weeks.

1 wonder what I wrote to you in my letters of a year ago this
tine, I remember that I was trying herd not to let you kX ow what
danger I was iL. I wonder rnow well I succeeded, There were times
wouen 1 was presty punchy from lack ofsleep and all thst was going on.
It may be that I gave the show swzy during some of those times.

July 17

By little series of what happened & year ago today is going to
be rather cull for awhile. Imring the nezt week me held & cefernsive
position walting for the day of the big bresk-through. We knew that
something big was in the air but we didn't know what 4t was or what
part we were to play in it. IDach uay we expected to jump off once
again in the aitiack, Had we known thet it would be & week before
this hsppened we could have relaxed somewhat.

A year ago Louay we did have & little excitement., OJut of no-

where, five enormous shells dropoed into ocur area., Fortunately, four
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ef them were duds. One, however, landed on the road zbout 75 vds.
from my C.r. and blew & nolie in t.e hédge-row. This was gosd, though,
because it provided & place where my jeeps could drive through when
coming to theC. P, .

At the time I was having a meeting with all my orficers and non-
coms just outside the'shell-hole that I was using as & CePe One of
the shells landed within 20 Yds. of us. Luckily, it was a dud else
the pri?ates would heve had to take over the company. Although it
didn®t explode, the impact, when it hit the ground, was so great that
it jarred the cover off of my CgPo———sbout two feet thick of logs and
airt. The shell wa=s about eight inches in diameter ard sbout two
feet long, Hach tiame that I passed it during the next week I trod
very lightly so as not to jar the firing pin loose.

4nother funny thing happeded yeSterday, a year ago, that I forgot
to mention. I received = box from you containing five bottles of
Jergen's Lotion. I had asked you t. send me some while I was in
Engiande- WhEl a razzing I teook from the Men/ It had been fi.e wesks
since I had had a bath. At the time I hardly looked 1ike & man who
hac arny use for Jergens face lotiom. It doesn't sound so funny now,

but at the time, we mlmost split our sides with lsughter.

July 18
| A& yeer ago touay vwe were still sitting aﬁﬂ waiting --for what,
we didn't know, After so many days of attacking we welconed this
respites

During this time I worked out a plun for attacking snd reducing

oy

hedge~rows. I went over it again and again with the men so that L.ey
would understzand it perfectly., At first glance it seemed ruther in-
volved, but once it wus unfolded and everyoné got the big picture, it
was sluple enough to be worksble. The men greeted it with enthusiasm
onge they mastered it. For purposes of identification, i labeled

it ® Plan ¥ .® Ko one but me ever knew that that 7 KW actually stood
for " Miriesm ¥ ,

Aboutl noon we were startled out of our reveries by the appeurance
of Tour enemy planes flying just above the tree tops. T hey maue one
pass at us and then continued on thelir wuy. No one was hurt and =211
of us breathed & sigh of relief when they disap e.red in tne cgi:tence,
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Hamm pulled another one of his stunts that day.  He climbed aboard
& bicycle that he hesd picked up someplace, rode through a terrific
mortar barra.e to the batislion Cerfe, delivered a megsage, and then
turned around and rode back through the same barrage., To 1ook at hinm
you would have thought that it was rain falling instewd of shells. A5

always, he was unscathed.

-

July 198

A year sgo today i moved one of my platoons arcund on the right
flank to strengthen the battalion defenzive positiong Other than that
nothing unusual ha.pened. We were still waiting and wondering. I met

Cel. York for the first time and was very much impressed.

July 20
A year ago today I went back to the regimental C.P, and waile
thereyflearﬁed that I was a Captain. I replaced the ore bar with two
but retained the one bar, pinning it underneath the Tlap ofmy pockei,
I figured that it had brought me som luck so continued to wear it.
When Joe liacaluso was promoted to st Lt. I gave him the bar. Then,
#hen he was promoted to Captain, I gave him my orginal Ceptain's bar.
Thet way, the smme set of bars commanded & Co. &ll through -combat.
fihile back &t the re.imental C.P, we were given & hint about the
forthcoming operation that was to result in the Alliéa'braakthraugha We

were ordered 1o be resdy to re-new our sttack at any time.
July 21

A year ago I moved two of my platoons forward and occupied the
defensive secbor thzat Flcae had been holding., We completed the change
over without mishap, In my reconnaissarnce 1 Giscovered thet tnere was
& mistake in the mgp tnat we were using. About three of the hedge-rows
shown were iraccurately drawn on the map. However, this wus the First
time thet we had discovered an errer in the maps. That spesks well of
our map-n.kers for we were using & 2%ﬂuo gcaled Battle K=p that showed
even t..e separale hedge-rows,

¥e were still imn tne dark as to what the fiuture held but it be- ‘
ceme more andmore evident that it was sumething big., There was & itensee
ness in the &ir tust was portentious of something.

July 22



e —— )

war; som

{ 19 )

=

ago tooay we were placed on & 0.8 hour alert.e That meant

.

yes

that &t any moment we might rsceive orders to renew our attack. It

f

e
wes difficult to work up an enthusiasm over this pros_ect for it h.d

been almost plesssnt the pesi few days with nothing to worry about

sxcepl & occassional artillery barrage, patrol, or sniper. As it

T

turned cut, we still had s few days left before we jumped again. As
I look buck we had & pretty long break. - But you cak't enjoy soume-

thing llke that when you're expecting to move out at any time.

suly 23
A year 850 teday we again did notuing but sit and sweat. 4n

enery palrol was re_ulsed and one of curs was succegsfuls The iense
ion mounted, a:d ws walted. I weni over " len M " with my officers
and non-coms once egain, Everyone wrote another letier home. Some
of the letiers described the writers as * standing in 2 sea of blood
with deas Gerz .ms flozting &ll around me®--——others merely wrote v I
lowe you® in &as many different ways as possible, never m-ntioning the

+08ed &5 heroes, others as cowards. Everybody wes afraid

O

&
of whit t he future--eny ti..e 1 second from H Q0 ¥ == held in store.

July 24

A year ago touay we were still siraining st the le.sh. The
regimental comsender rzid us a visit and told us that we would jump
off tomorrow. Ly compeny was To do the atiacking =nd was to be sup.ort-
e. by fire from the other two companies. Your husb.nd became & very
busy men., There were meny details to be worked., In sdultion to my
pwn company to meke ulans for, I had to coordinute my srtillery, mortar,
end heavy maching gun supports Normally, this waild be done by the

battalion comwcnder and issued 1o me along with the attack order,

That evening I sent out & patrel led by S/ Sgt. Hollingsworth.
He.was & new maen whom I had received &s a replacement abat a week
end & half earlier. After-his first enuagement I promoted him from
private to stuflf- sergeani right on the spot. He had enough guts
for six ordinery men. DIuring the next few day% he waos to make wmuite
& narce for himselif. tars amd Siripes called him the ® Une Men Army.®

8
He led the pabrel out deep imto that portion of the enemy lines
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that we were to attack. On his return he reported an earth and log
p#illebox commanding our avenue of approach, a mortar poaition, two
tanks, tiree mecnine gun positions, and strings of beoby trap.ed
?ellér Mines along the hedge-rows. All of this 1 reported and the
report was ignored. We found out later that everything reported was
there. ‘ '

At any rate, we got all set for the atitack. Late thal evening
we were Lold thalt the attack was posiponed.
July 25

A year ago todey we finally learned the recason why we had held
up in position for so long. The big attack that was to result in the
ailied breskthrough jumped ofi. For six hou®e the sky was darkeged
by wave after wave of bombers and thelir escoris. Anyone who suw that

&

sight will never forget ii. The socund of ithe motors alone shook tue

Tih, .5 they unlesshed their bombs the ground under ocur feet re=-

i
f

verberated with their crasning explosions. It seemed impossible that
anything could live in the area to the south of us. Initially, the ack-
ack was very heavy. As we walched, some of the planes burst into
fleme a:d plunged earthward, others fell out of the formation and
heaved home trziling clouds of smoke. But the casuaslties were very few.
it was, indeed, an awe~ inspiring sight.

The bombing was not for us. W¥e s8till had & well dug-in ememy
eut in fromt of us that had to be dislodged. That attsck wes de-
finitely set for tomorrow.

Do you remember my telling you about the attasck thet my com-
pany launched on July 12th which we refer to as " The Turkey Shooi?®
Today, 1 1looked us som stalistics on that ailtack. We had less than
sixtly men in the com_z=ny when we staged the attacks Our casuslties
were two killed and si;,ﬁaunded. During the baittle we toock 28 pri-
soners and after the battle the G R O picked up 78 dead Germens.
That's why we call 1t ® The Turkey Shoot®, ‘
July 26 ' _

A year sgo today we once again jumped off in tne offensive. The
plan was changed a little from the original, but G comy.any was still
to ¢o the brunt of the Tighting. We pushed off &t day light with

two pilaioons abresst in the zitacking echelon and one back in reserve.
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Imuediately after crossing the L D the right pletoon was stouped.
Fortunately, we had committed only one sguad so were not too invelved.
From the report brought back by the patrel that I had sent ocut the
day before, I had anticipated that the right plstoon woula run inte
trouble, sc had an alternate plan o put inte effect immediaiely.

The left platcon was maeking good progress so 1 pusrned the reserve
platoon in behind them and pulled the right platoon back into reserve.
The original reserve platoon followed the left platoon for abat 3 or
409 yards and then I commitied them at right angles to the direction &f
attack in order to protect our ri_ht flank and to knock out the re-
sistance that hed stopoed the right platoon.

The léft ~latosn continued to make good progress but I finally
had to hold them up short of the objective because the ist platoon,
the ore meking the right angle sttack, ran ;nta a hornet®s nest. Their
first.attack was stopped cold. I moved themgslightly to tne left anc
tried again, but with no success. ¥%e reorganized and sformea the posit-
ion gor the third time. This time we drove the Jerries out of their
holes and had them o1 thne run. Just as we were about to corgratulate
ourselves on our success, two monstr.us Tiger tanks ap.eared on the
scene. The retreating Jerries rellied about the t.nke ana in short
order reiook the ground they had lost znd we were right back where we
had started from

1 believe that I told you sbaat Sgt. Holland { I think, though,

that I called him Hollingsworth) whom ithe Stars and Siripes called *"The

One Man Arwy." He led the assault on the enemy position tnat finally
routed them. IHe rushed up to & hedge-row looked over the top of it and
saw an enemy machine gun nest right below him. Instead of tossing &
hand-grenaae inte it iike any sensible men wonld do, he pulled the
pin on the grenade, laid it on the top ofthe hedge~-row, flickea it with
his hand, and let it roll down into the machine gun pssition. _
 When the Germans witharew he jumped up on top of the hedge-row in
order to pursue them with fire. ne was :tanding there when the two tanks
gap eared on the scene. One of the Tigers simgled him out znc muved
towvard him, but he helu his ground, Stending on top of the heuge-row
he started te I'ire on the tank irying to shoot through the vision slits.

#hen the tank wes sbout -0 yds. from him they opened fire with their



cannon. Th

first round tore out the hedge-row under his feet and

&
turned him & flip in the 2ir. He jumped up, shaken but unhurt, ran

20 yards to the lefi and once again eclimbed back up on the hedge-row,

L

The tank again fired its 88 mm gun &t him and agaln knocked him ofr
the hedgerow. This time he was pretty well sheken up and withdrew
to the next hedgerow,

rossibly this feat does not impress you too muche Anyone who has
seen a CGerman Tiger Tank--60 tons of steel thet even our bazoocka
won't penetrate--with its 16 feet of 88 sticking out like & long snout
%ill know that §/S5gt. Hol.and got in line for seconds when grit end
guts were issued. 1I've seen almost an entire battalion turn tail end
run down the road not at the sight .of a tank but merely beeause sone
ocne scresmed that he heard a tank.

1 asked Sgt. Holland why he courted disaster like that., In a
slaw; country drawl he replied, ® Sir, I don't havea thing waiting for
me &l uome except a model T Ford, and the block's busted on thnat.”

' " A11 this action hed taken place in less than four hours. It was
now about 0830. We were ordered to hold up until B Company moved up
on our right and then make preparstions for a rnight attack. |

I spent the rest of the dey msking my preparaiions. I msked for
end received three flame throwers. In addition I raguested that all
artillery in tue Corps be but st my disposal 20 minutes before I in-
tended to Jjump off. KNormal. , Coer.s Serenades are not fired closer
than 8U0 yards to friendly troops; 1 wanted it within 300 yards. It
tock much arguing on my part to get that. Finelly, we were resdy and
darkriess jumpsd at us.

AL H~13 the artillery started. Une battalion ir the Coryus fired
short. I had anticipated this and had warned ail of ithe men to stay
in theirfoxholes until the artillery 1ifted. In order to cneck the

rtillery I was stanalng on top of the hedge~row sbove my foxhole.

One of the zhort rounde burst in & iree about 30 feet above me, but

fortunately I wos unscathed.

The company on my right had disregsrded my mamotion to remain in
thelr fox-holes during the artillery preparation. . Instead dhey had
crawled helf wey io t@e next hedge-row so azg 1o be &hle to closs in

wore guickly when the artillery 14fted, They were caught out in the




open by the rounds from the battaelion firing short and guffered so
weny cesuzlties ihat they were unable to make the attack.
#e jumped o0ff. The Jerries had pulled back one hedge-row and
haa leit the one that they were originally in heavily mined ®ith-
booby trapped Tellermines (tank mines) connectcd by trip wires. some
of my men hit these and were blown to bits., The nexi dey 1 found the
boay.of oneman scatiered. in a radius of 50 yards. Part of his body
and o.e arm were in a tree zbout 30 feet off the ground.
Qur attack fsiled once agesin. We spent the remsinder of the nig ht
retrieving our wounded snd trying to grab an hour or &0 of much needed

sleep. 1t had been u very rough cay.

July 27

A year ago0 tocay we awoke irom & night spent in " licking our

" wounas”® witz the realization that we still had a job to finish. The
_first report thot I received from my gentries was thet they hac hesrd
the sou:.d of motors moving eway from us. This could mean thot the
enery haa witharawn so I sent a patrol out to eheck,

The .atrol, led by sgbt. Kulhelland, worsed around o tae left
end ercountered & grou. of sbout five Jerries. The Germans started
to run but Bulhollanc stopped thex with a well-placed A T rifle
geen.de. He killed two of them, wounded anci:ner, aznd the rest sur-
rendered. The pris.ners reportec thht their entire putfit had with-
drawn curing the night. %e checked thelr statements with further
putrols and found tiem to be true. The position that we hod first
tried to crack a weekand e half befors was now evacusted. We moved
in, outposted the plece, &and awaited further ordeiss

it w.s ne wonder theot we haa been unable to disloage them. 1
checked the pogition very closely that day and found it %o be the
strongest that I had ever seen. In every field thers were at lessi
four machine gun pesitons aug under the hedge-row and reenforced with
ebbut & Tour foot thickness of logs and sarth that would siop emsn &
direet hit from light asrtillery. The machine guns were fized to cover
gvery possible agprosch ic the position. The guns were fixed s0 that
they could be fired by & string gttached to the trigger ana running
back to the gikg ocut. About 20 yards out in fronl of the hedge-row

wes a row of anti-tang Teller-mines which could bs exploded by =&
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Biring running from the mine back tc a dug-outs Ofit in fropt of

this on the next hedge-row were the baoby;trappeé 'Teller mines

that we had hit the night before. Routes of approach hsa been cut
for the tanks through the hedge-rows .and positions dug for them in the
defense area. It was quite an elaheréte defense system and cost us
pretty heavily,.

To our froniwas a broasa swamp that extended as far as you could
gee to the right and left. It was the 5;me type of terrain thet had
proved s0 cosily to us on the 4th of July. About noon the battalion was
ordered 1o make preparations to cross the séamp on grder.

I took Hemm with me end went down to the edge of the swamp to make
my recoi.nalissance. As we were standing there, a patrol fmn k. Co.
started across to feel out the other side. Hamu talked me into Join-
ing the patrol and going with them---soover we went.

e receiwed a couple of rouncs of ertillery on the way ¢ver, but
no smell arms fire. Except for a few scatiered groups the ensmy hac
completely pulled out.

45 we reached the far side of the swamp, Hamm, who was about 20
yarde behind me, excitedly called for me to come back and see what
he had founda. Ee had hisfoot caught in & wire th-t was cbyvicusly s
trip wire. I slipped his Boct back slowly ®0 as not to take up any
more slack ana then traced the wire dewn. Af one end it was tied to
a stake driven inte the ground anc at the cther end was & Big, nasty
looking Teller Mine. Had the wire been & little tighter or had his-
foot gone & half ang inch fartier forward, our reconnaissance wonld
have ended rather disastrously. I-haég without knowing it at the
time, stepped over the wire. We searched the area and found itwo more
siziliarly rigged mines blocking the ap roach at that point, Worke
ing very carefully we cleared a path for the battalion threugh the
mine field and marked it,

#ith that, we moved bsck across the swamp and I assembled the
company for the move. Shortly tuereafter, we moved out.

It was becoming rather obvious that we had lost econtact with e
eénemy. ¥We marched all th.t night trying to regain contact. I was
given the job of leascing the buttalion. e buttalion C.0, maue =8

encil mark on my mep =2nd told me to lead them thsre. This sounds
P ¥ 3t



easy but proved 1o be one ofmy most difficult jobs. 1 couign*t cend

out a patrol or scouits to the front for the route was yery circulious
and they couldn't have found the way in the darkness. In adaition

to that, it was very necessary that we regain contact with tae enemy

as expeditiocfely as possible. Taking Hamm with me 1 moved out ahead

of the bzttalion acting in the dual capacity of guide and lead scout.
In the pltch darkness it would have been very easy to take the wrong

tumn soweplace and never know it. To effset ithis, I wiuld move for-

w&rd 500 yds. by counting my paces, stép, and check my map. In order
to reaa the map, I had to use my flashlighte Xach time that I furned
it on I expectied té be fired on.

About mid-night we cmme t0 & blowed-up town by the mame of
Yarschelieux. I had been told that our division recomnalssunce iro.p
had already tzken the town. after wandering around the deoris for
about & half an hour trying to find the right road out of the town,
an M-8 scout car poked its nose into the village. The R%cang Troop
hed just arrived. I was so dawmned mad at the false information that
had beer given me that I decideu to mmoke the cigarette that I had
been wanting so badlye. I 1it it and dared any boedy, friend or foe,
to shoot at ite.

Just a5 we were moving out of town, sowe Heinie planeg came over
anu dropped flares abows us. The gouniryside was 1it u. as though
it were c¢ay tiuve. ®hut an eerie picture it made with the flashes of
artillery ofi ito the flanks, ithe skeleion of s town silhauetiéd tao
cur rear, and ?¢% out jn our front. %e froze im our tracks and the
planes droned away. Evideﬁtly, they were only teking plctures., We
moved ocut again and by daylight I had hit the objective squarely on ithe
nose. 1 was very proud of my nightfs work.

July 28

As I told you vesterday, we had fought mostof the preceding
night and had hiked &ll night last night. We reacuned our objsctive
at day bresk and started to dig in. When my slit trench was abouﬁ
helf finished, a messenger brought word thal I was to report back to
the batizlion C.P. Back I went to discover that we were to move out
sgain within the next hour. There was to be no rest for the weary.

I returned to the compsny, ate brezkfast, snd issued my order to
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the platoon leaders. Shortly, thereafter, we moved out with F eo.
in tue lead. I turned my company over io Maecaluso ond went forward
with ¥ company so &8 to keep abreast of the situation in case 8 0LiB =
thing broke, |

That cay ws had a cub plane from the Division Artillery working
with us. The pilot flew shexd ofthe golumn looking for Germsns. Hhen- |
ever he spotted any, he flew back to us, cut his motor, gliced aown,
and screamed out tc us their location. The system worked beautifully.
¥ e catured s few prisoners that day but met very little resistunce.

About noon, my company wes detached from the column and ssnt out
to the left flank. %e reached our objective without serious mishap,
daptured & few prisoners, and gug-in. Just as we had finished digging
our defensive positions, the General arrived on the scene and gave us
& new objective a fewmiles away. We were off agein.

i remember very little of thst hike for 1 was dead on my feet for
lack of sleep. The last t¥c nights hea been completely slsepless for
me. .1 do remember going through a town € th a German graveyard on the
outskirts of it. The newness of tﬁe graves made me very happy. 4lso,
in the icwn were the first ooen air street latrines.thet I had ever
seen. I had heard of them buthad never really believed until now., The
rest of the march hangs in my memory like & dream.

Late that afternoon we were attacked by gu= Heinie planes. 1
sounded the slarm and the company &ispéraeﬁ, Ky own fesel wouldn't move.
I stood fascinated in the road watching the planes sirafing us. The
mgehine-guns kicked up dirt 211 around me but I %as untouched. It is
im.ossible for me to az@laén my sctions for even &t the time I didn't
know why I remsined standing there, Fortunetely, taio P-47's ap@eared
on the scene, knocked down one of the pl&neg, and dpeve ihe others off.

Shorily thereafter, we reached our objective. Within my company

areg was a group of three or four houses. One efmy noncows arranged
for me to sleep in one of ithem. This was éha first real contact that
we had ever had with French civilians. They were still frightened
from the Germans who had beenthere the night Befere, butwhen they dis-
ecovered thal we were Americans, they treated us like kings. 1 etayed
with the Tamily of ¥. Roger--you probably remember gy writing to you
about them ana ho well they ftreated me,

That n@ght I slept i1 8 resl bed beiween sheets--tue first time
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since I had left the States. It was a wonderful nignt.
July 29

A vear ago teocay I wae at the home of M. Roger--the French
family sbout whom I've already told you. I feltl much better after =
good nightfs sleep. After checking the company over thoroughly, 1
settled down to ge€tting ss much rest as passihﬁ N

¥e still hadn'®t regeined contact with the ememy. For the firsit
time in 3% days we were ou. of artillery range. However, we didn't
kriow it at the tiwe for we still didn't know where the (ermans wers.
We oLicked up a few stragglers in our area but that was &ll. By the
tine that we Knew there weres no enemy sbout us, it wes time to move
out agein. Hevertheless, we did get some much needed rest.

§e didn't know it then but the Allied breakthrough wus in progress.
Within = couple of days the roads became glutted with cur tenk columns.
The sight brought tears of thanksgiving to the eyes of we doughboys,

Even the long hike thai we had justfinished made us haypy.
We would have walked 1like that forever., Every hedge-row thuat we

alked by wwe cne that we wouldn't heve te fight for. In those two

b

. days we covered more ground than we had covered curing the preceding
month. @We've had socme rough times since theio but the fightingh.s
never compared with that done in the Normundy hedge-rows. Every y.
was biitterly contested.
July 730

A ve.r sgo today was spent in rest and recuperation. The news
of the breakthrough started lesking back to us. Our joy at the news
was unbounded. Fortunately, we didn't heve the means of looking in-
to the future mnd seeing the wonths of bitter fighting that still
lay =sheag. -
July 31

A year ago today we were still resting &and revelling in the
good news sbout the breakthrough. I located & shower point that the
engineers had set up ana took a bath. The water was celd but I en~
joyed the shower none the less. This was the first reazl bath 1'd
n@d since leaving England almosi seven weeks vefore. The shower
was being run by one of my classmates, Vernon Sanders, so we held g

little reunion.
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The French Tawily with wvhom I was sisying continued o ireat
me a8 though I were visiting royaltye. 1 had tsken them to Church with
me yesterday. This was the first time that they had been able to
attend ¥ass for guite awhile, s0 they were very happy and grateful,
Augs 1 ' |

A year ago tc@ay i went buck to the regimental C.l. for an
officer's meéting~~the genersl wanted to talk to us. He made the
gtatement thet the reason our césualtias haed been so high was be-
cause the company officers were not jlanning their attacks. To prove
his peint he was going to csall on an officer picked at random--" Wikl
the C.0. of Co.®G" please rise? =-Fhat was your plan in assaulting
hedge~-rows?®" I'm afraid that he regretted his choice, for about ten
minutes later when I had finished explaining % Plan ¥," sbod which I
have told you, he blinked, cleared his throal, «nd changed the sub-

ect.

L)

Also, & year ago today was the last time that 1 saw Ferdy. - We
hac & arink togetiier after the meeting and he explained to me the
trouble that he was in. His exglanatién wzg very satisfactory as far
s I was conecerned.
dag 2

A year a0 tousy we were slerted to move on & momenis' notice,
Ye knew that we were going to mop up some of the places by-passed by
the armor on the breakthrough, but we didn't know jusi where we were
going. The rest had done us goad but we all figured that it would
take us about 2U more years of ‘doing nothing, buteating and sleeping
0 resl.y gspuperate.

Auge 3

A vear ago today we were bombed by some Germarn planss. The
bombs landed in the ghwe arcas ahd did ®ery iittle aamage other than 4
scare hell out of some of the characters aré;nd the regime:tial C.r.
We shot two of the planes down so thai made us all very happy.

Also, I was swarded my first Bronze Star. Of the four men de-
coratedg three of them were from ®* G ® Ce. Larry was ihe fourth. These
were the first daésratioﬁs given out so we were &ll very proud. I
learned laier that Col. Feber hed recommsnded we for two Silver Stars,
but upon his death, subseqguent administrations had cut the award down

to the Bronze Star wnhich I received. B&t---I'm gtill plenty proud of
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Aug. 4

A year zgo today we said geod-bys to the Norms®dy hedge-rows.
Loading on to trucks, we fellowed in the wake of the aruor that nad
made the breakth:oughrand woved over to the S5t. Malo peninsuls in
Brittany. On the trip we pasuved through Periers, which had been our
initial ebjéctiva 1 month ago to the day, and Coutances., Boih towns
were badly batiered. othing remained but a hesp of rubble.
Aug 5

4 year age tocay we were back in the fighting zone. We moved
sut in the ap . roach march formszstion towsrd the szea at the end of tne
Ste ﬁalé peninsula. We Telt cud way slowly meeting some gcocasional
resigtance.

The French pecople who lined the roads fed us cilder ana deluged
us with flowers. For the first time since we hau besn in combat we
felt like conguering heroces. It was z new and grand experience aiter

the ,aruagery of ihe hed_e~Tows,

o

Late in the ufternosn 1 sent Jee bacaluso cut on s moterized
patrol ito contact the first bazitalion wno were attacking toward fon-
cale. dJoe's jeep ariver, T/5 Wiedener, was shot through the heart
bs & sniper. Joe rushed him back to the aid station but he aied
while the Doec and I were woyking on him

I s.ent the nignt in a ditch along side a small side road.

Aug B '

4 yesr ago itoday we moved out early in the worning to conitinue
our atiack toward the ses. A4l one point éjere we stopred for a éhart
while 1 heard & baby ecrying. ¥e wers not close %o eny houses at the
time s0 it was rather a sirange sound to hear amidst srtillery and
gmall arms fire. I listened closely and soon he-rd ii agéén. Hoving
in the airecticn of the sound I parted the bushes and there, huddled
togetner in a deep ditch, were about 50 Frenehﬁéivii&anse I learned
that they had tsken refuge there abou t three cays befure Lo emcaue
the Germans, .

About that time our breaskfast caught BEp with us. I told the cocks
to give what was left over to the eivilians., I guess the men weren't
very hungry that morning for they asll insisted on itsking enly-absut

1/3 ofwhat they normelly ate. When it came time to ma?ﬁkout I had
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quite a Jjob getting the bables and kids away from the soldiers and
hack to their mathera? I snowed hell out of a little gix month's
old boy. 1 was the only one that could get him to stop bawling. It
cost me my last clean handkerchief 1¢ use as a diasper on him, but I
dood it. _

That night I slspt 3in a2 cug-oui that the Germans had been kind
enough to dig for me.
Auge. T

A year ago today wes made famous Ly " F " company's bayonet chorge
led by Captain Mitchel. The attack was supported by two platoons of
heavy machine guns firing fron second story house windows in the town.
of Le Gue, zvout 3 Km from Sit. Kelo., Under cover of a swoke screen
laid dgown by the 81 MM mortar platoon, a few mern crept forward with
bangalore torpedoes and blew geps in the barbed wire in front of the
position. Imrediately after that, Bob led his company up the hill,
through the gaps, and into the position. The &ttack daveloyed B0
expeditiously that tne Jerries were overpowered befors they knew what
haﬁ hii them. We were finally able to make econtect with Eiteh on the
radic, but the only thing we could gel out of him was * Je- Ceef come
on up/ There's loot enough for every body.” ®ith that, he si.ned off
and wenl buck to drinking the champagﬁe‘ihat he had captured.

it the time of the ettack I was out on a patrol trying to find
g covered routs for wmy com.any lesding into the rear of Lthe enemy
V;QSithne The success of his attack mude my reconnaissance unnecessary.
Aug 8.

A yesr ago today uy company launched an atiack from the fown
of Le Lue toward the town of 8t. lIdeuc, wihich is a suburb of St. Malo,
We hit a sirong point just ouside of Le Gue anc after a short fight
knockeca it out. From there we conilinued ithe asttack and progressed
gbout another B00 yerds when the attack bogged down. I moved over to
the right flank of the compeny and Hound one of my squac lsaders, Jim
Tripedes, had his men. in the wrong plece. 1 raised much hell with him
end had just started Lo crawl awsy when an enemy machnine-gun opened up
on us. About 5 slugs ftore through Jim but, as msuel, I wasn't hit,.
Trip was evacuated to the States.

Joe Macsluse and I erawled out t¢ & house sboutl 10Cmards infront
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es and used it as an 0.2, From there we coula count 8
artillery piece., two machiie guns, and a mortar CG.Ps jbout 75

te ,our left front were three Germans sitting with their backs
Yo us and less than 50 yds. to our right front was a trench full of
Heinies. I cautioned Joe not to give away cur position by shooting
because I wanted to use it as an O.-s However, the &ight of the three
Jerries sitting with their backs toward us infuriaied me. 4dbmt
every 15 minutes 1'd line one up in my sights. Just as 1 would be
sbout to squeeze off 2 shot, Joe wmld catch me. He reminded me that
we still wanted o use the position as an O.r. At leasit two of those
three Jerries owe tneir life to the fact tnat we needed an Ue.r., for
I know that I could have gotten at leust two of thew before they
could have t-ken covers. |

i& woulc h've been suvicice for the company to attack across the
open terrain to the 1ront so 1 had the men holu up. Joe and I fired
all bf the artillery in the corps on the positions thet we could spot
‘aut to tie front. e wresked much havec on the Heinies.

Late thot afternoon we were ordered to witneraw and follow the
¥prd bn. who hzd broken through the defenses over to our left acvart
amile and were now fighting in St. Malo. A daylight witndrawal is
a pretiy ticxlish situaiion es, eciully when you're as vulnerable s
we weres 1 brought four tanks up =nd witsn them we forced lhe Germ.ns
sn the trench to surrernder. Then, under cover of fire from the
tenks, we sterted our witndrawal. ¥%e Buffered a Iew casuelties from
artjllgry fire--Holland, the " one man Aroy"® wus waunaed.aﬁd L
witherspoon was killed--but luck wes with us. i

Just outsice of St. Kzlo, Larry and I were standing in tue road
talking tnings over when an ensmy tank spotted us. He let one fly
wna it landed sbout 10 feet from us. Fortunately, it was a dud.

¥e started ipio town ond one of my jeeps was blown up by & mine.
e nic & 1ittle house to nouse Fighting in St. Eelo and then holed up
for t..e right.

Asugs. 9

4 yesr ago today we continued the clearing owt .f St. Malo. 1t

was quite un ex.erisnce to be fighting right in the miuvet of ecivilizns,

Thers were hundéreds & € hundreds of them still im itown. AL times 1
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had a little aifficulty keeping the minds of the men on their fighting,.
The French people ~-especially the yourg girls--were very happy ot

heing libherated.

=

i

%e cleared the place oult house by house anda took many . risoners.

Hamm disa:pezred for shout half a day and when he returned ne had
two bsautiful horses complete with sadales. - 1t wasan't until soze
hours later that I learmed that he had gone out shead of the outpost
line and killec the two Germans thal had been riding the horses. He
was s0 engrossed in showing me the goosd points of his two prizes that
he neplected to mention that incidental episode. He and I made our
rounds on tire horses that day. ®e had ocur pictures taken by a news
reel photograpgher but didn'i stop to give him our names. Fithin the

next few wuys, Hams provided the fellowing itransporistion for us—--

4

a fire engine, two automobiles, a motor-bike, and a motor-cycle.
Aug 10
This day, a yeer ag0, weas filled with wond.r for us. Aafter

(=
having fought and lived ir the hed_e-rows for so long, it was slmost
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ically cleaned outl building after huilding and at night we had & roof
over our head. %Fe found & store thet had been operaied by the Uermansg.
That's where all of ws golt the scarves that we started wearing. After
awhile the wearing of a brighi scarf became s0 prevalent thal a mun
loske. undressed without one. ¥e continued to wear them until Lfhe

war wes over. 1f was & sad day for 21l when the order came d¥wn ihat
scarves woulc nc longer be Woarl.

It was a year sgo today that I had my picture tacen while talkling
to & German officer P W anc hkis wife, who was posing as & red cross
girl., Tnat wes the picture that a.peared in Stars and Sjripes,

Agm. 11

A year asgo today we were still mwopping up arcuna S5t. EHalo. 4
squad of my men captured iwo self-propelled 88mm A T guns on the edge
of the town. 1 tnink that ta ey were the ones thet were firing =1 us
on our way into town when Lerry and I had the neur miss witn the dad,
Augs. 12

A year ago tocay was one of the most exciiing days of my life.
Ky company was ordered to attack & very sirong positlon just ocutside

elo, L dreaded the ordeal for it amocunted to charg=-

b

the town of St.
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ing acrouss flail open ground into s network of reinforced concretes and,
erground tunneis ana positions. It scemed im;ossible to
take the plzce without an enormous emount of casualiiel.

4s 1 was moving the compgany around into poesition, & German none
com came oul of the fortress bearing a white flag., He vould spezk
a little Znglisi. and I soon made out that he wanted L0 see an Auerican
doctor. Feeling medicinally inelined at the time 1 Told him that 1
would return with him. I asked Shultz, one of my men who spoke
Gerwazn, if he would go with me. He saic that he would so 1 told Hamm,
my bouy guard, that he wouldn®t have 1o go. Al thatl statement ne [irst
became very angry, then started pleading with ne, anc fimeally started
cgying srd seying thaet 1 always took him with me excepl when 1 was
going into something very dangerouss At that I tolid uim to come along
anc he %fmumediately became as happy as a kid with & new toy.

I hsd Haunm and Shultz remove their weapons, for we were lravell-
ing unuer a white flag, snd emptied all identification from my pockets,
I rétained wy own pistok--just in case. Before st.rting out, I warned
my twhmen to be over im.ressive with their millitary courtesy. They
were to snap to attention if I even so much as loosked in tneir ulrect-
jon, Thisy,morethan anything else, always lmpresses ine German.

4t one of the many entrances to the positi.n we were blind-folded
and led through the passuges of the fortress. Finally we stopred, tie
bline-fold was rémoved§ snd the fortress commanaer and 1 staed face
to fiee.

‘We introcuced curselves very formally--he spoke English—wanu'then
I proceeded to give him hell for putilng me, & Capilain, to so mauuh
trouble-~-he was only & lieutenant. . This e proach snowed him uncer--
thank heavens he couldn't hear my knees knocking togetner. He apolog-
ized very profusely saying that hig posiiion as co.mundant of such a
large fortress gave him the equivalent authority of &4 Ceaptein. Not
wishing 1o push my luck too far I accepted his explansiion,

Thern followed & buttle of wits for he had no intentions of surrend-
ering. For over tw0o houms we debated back and forth in the best ﬁol;f'
wood menrner until I finelly talked him inte giving u. to6 mee---07 all
the German officers I have ever ssen, he iupressed me most of all,

with the cafitulatian of this fortress we Llaunched our attack



anev. About two thouszné yards later, after Tuaking sbout three inter-

‘medicie positions, we hit anotner cuncrete _ill-Wox. I brought ug a

“

plstoon of ta.xs, hau them fire on it, and then went forwurd to demand
their surrender, Tney did so without argunzsnt,

¥hat a glorious day it had been/ W¥e hac advanced over two
thousand yards, killea a number of Jerries, taken aver 400 prisoners,
ana hadn't suffered a sfingle casualty ourselves. 1 was very, very

ha.,y about the whole affair. That night l-slegt in the pill-box.

},_,_1

Aug 13
A vear ago ‘today we received orders to break contact with the
eneny and move back into an gssembly area. This difficultl maneuver
wes egecuted witnout misnap. Unce inthe assembly area we loaded on
trucks to move around the bay to the vicinity of Dinard, which is
directly scross the bay from 5t. Melo. We completed our move ihal
afternoon and took up an extensive defense position for the night.
For the first time we received & bombardment from the German
roaket known sas the * Screassing Mimief It's an enormous shell thal
mekes an eerie screeching sound as it cowes ihirou.h the air. German

3.2

propaganda said that it killed everything within & two wile racius
when it explodec. That proved to be‘&n out and out lie for a nuumber
of them lended in my © myany area wnd no one was hurte---¥e captlured
& nuuber of them on our drive to the Rhine lest soring and fired &
few buck st the Germans,
Aug. 14

te spent the day a yesr ago edging our way forwsrd in the direct-
ionof St. Briac. Early in the afterncom we halted in the vicinity of
a large, knocked oul German airgort. Word came down thut we would be
there for guite &cme time. As we were in the midst of seitling down
an order same through directing us to move mbout four miles 10 & for-
word assemble area from which we woula lasunch an sitack the following
morning., Off we went again. |

I was givern & goose egg on the map in which I was to move my
company. e closed into the aresz late in ihe evening and I went out
on & rﬁceﬁnaiasaaces Just bezare aark we got the company moved into
the ares. Then, things stgr&%a to happen. Garman scldiers started

wanceréng ints the area. Before midnight we had collected over &
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hundred prisoners. Itrprevﬁd to be guite & Jjob hendling them in the
dark but I don't believe ihut eny got away. ¥We finally got settled
wown for the night.

Aug 16

' I'11 give you the events thai tosk place a ye.r ago vesterday.

zrl - in thke morning we launched our attack. My coupsny was on the

!

right of the battalion witn the mission of by-passing the main part

of the town of St. Brisc and ariving to the sea sbout 4000 yards eway.

45

& hed 4o clesr out & couple of towns on the way. 1 lost two more
s. Une of them Li. Frank, wes killed by one of our
unds that fell short. Lt. Killain waes severely
mine in an AP mine field that the Jerries had
B0V ia
%ie Jushed forwerd te ithe edge of the little town and then I called
& halt. In front of us wes a flat, open plece of terrain ithat sloped
Gowrn to the ocean about 1500 yards eway. The field was covered with
wires znu bocobed wire. Coumending.tne entire lay out was the most
reczs 1 hive vver seen. It was a large hilig right on
an, of solid rock. The Germens had hollowed it out a:d con-
structed within it a couplete fortress. It contained seven Iloors,
an elev.tor, disappearing coastal guns, a power plant, andevery thing
elee nocessary to fighiing. They must huve spaﬁt over a.miilion dollars
on the job. On the sices were iLorpeades suspended by ©ables ready 1o
be let looss on any onme wio tried to scale the thing. This was Hill 48
arid the cohjective of my compunye.

Seeing wnat confronted us I helc the compzny up, called for an afr
mission to be flown on the targst, fired all of the artillery in the
corps on it, and moved a pl.toon of tenks into position where they
coulda fire direct fire at it. |
| For about four hours we pounded 1t with no apparent effect. Then
gll at once I saw & white flag appezr out of the top of the hill., We
learned later that by an act of God ome of our shells had gouse through
"&n air ventilator and exploded in the power plant. This ceused the
place to be f£illed with carbon moncxide gas making it untensble. Bul
for that, it would heve taken us many da¥s and many lives to take the
gbjective,

: p _
1 notified battalion of the surrender flag and the Colonel told



ge to go forward to receive the surrender. it took me guite a while
to clear a path through the mines and barbed wire but 1 firselly made
i+, We itook about 600 prisoners and there wers about 300 dead oness
inside that had been killed by the gas. We alsc fourd & phone inside
that was 4n direct connsction with Hitlers' office.

There's much more to the story but it's all so colerful that I'll
weit until I can ectually tell it to you in person to do it justice.

Late that efternocon the Colonel called me in aind talked me into

giving up my company and beconing S-3%. S0 ends my CAreer as & Company

comiander. From now on I shall tell you from time to time the things
of interest that happened but I won't try.to give you a day by dey
sccount. I hppe that you have found my little story interesting. At
least it will give you an ldea as to what we wers up against during

those first few hectic weeks of combat. 1 doubt if there has egver

. been any fighting that was more fierce than those weeks in Britany

ana. Rormandys



