AIHLAY TN LY N 300 v e

e - ; ‘ Em
Miss F Leanon o 6%25 Py
: 8

Captein Jhariss 3. _ysazht, 0-1lob550,
908th Fielu Artiiiery, 84rd Division.

¥e lanaed in France on Juns 16th &t Omaha Bcach and
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assembled in Ares 5, Spent the night there end the next day

weant to Crettev1lle end took over from the 8dnd Alroorne
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Division.

0a July 4th we sterted to atteck soutn. Nothing
particular took plece from thet time until the time I wes
captured thst helped very much. #& wWere uyp ageinst P%ratroopers

end seversl ermored Divisions and some S.S. trooos.

#e toox the town of Sainteﬁ?. we sent sn ultimetum to
S i st
the Germans in the town to surrsnder and they refused and we

then started an artillery concentretion to the centsr of the
town which lasted about 4 hours. e déstroyed gvery building in

the towa, end the civiliasns were evacuated.
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#e still coutinued the attsck to the sSouth. On July 18
our Battalion wes given aa aszignuent to taxe some high ground

on the far siae of & swamp &t Carentan. e were to attack et
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nignt. There were 3 orldges across & small rlvsr,ﬁ..p of them
44-1 g—’%
—&z:ﬁggg:ﬁgﬁsAolownAFeveral deys before. The importanc of the

mission wes emphasized by the Divisionesl Comwander, iejor aenera%
it

o
Mecon. The atteck jumped off %o time, sbsask 0200 hrs. Fighting
" was not. too pitter and casuslties few. We crossed two of the
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bridges without auny troubles The third uvridge WthL wsS & small
e o T eed fans,

concreteﬁ oue 0i Jrou Lo to -0 ft. was é@aﬁ&—%e—ew blown.

#e pushed through to the ObJ@OthG without difficulty. we
dug in snu set up & defensive position. Two fsaks-werse
reported to the right front. There was & turn in the roed and
woods obsecured our Division. The; were too close to our own
front lines for artilliery fire. These two tansis were firing
into our lines, &nd one wor<ed sround to our rear. Qur
position then wes completely surrounded.

I was Artillery ILiasison Officer with thne Infantry
‘Battelion Cominender. I kKnew we were surroﬁnded and tried to
get through to & swamp where I could hide and escape later to
my Bsttalion. I crewled for about 20C yds and csmeé to & space
where I hed to stend to get over ameall ridge.Autometic
pistol and gun fire was heavy. IA§Gét started to rise to my
feet when I was xnmocked to my koeews by & vullet which hit me
near wmy right eye. The bleeding was te;rific aﬁéasomehow I
managsd to stagger to another soldier. He bandaged the wound.
I could not sec where [ was goiag. I could hear the Germens
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coming. opefore long they came to where I was 1lfgjing. MTwo
\_/

german soldiers stood over wme with rifles. They then czlled sn

: me
Officer. ne picged/up Wa off the ground, shooik my hsnd end

petted me on the back. 7Then the o two soldisrs csrried me

away .

' I'wes tnen put in & germen Staff cer end tecken to a
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Spoke _uglish. I hed him ssx the Doctor how o=dl, my eye wes
injured and ne told me I would hevs to have it out.

The next nig.t I epent in an Ambulance on the way to
another jerman hospitel. This was acout the 19th of July.
dere we¢ changed frow the ampulance to g truc(. There were 81so
£ zerumen soldiers with me)and they gave me some of their
ratiou of cigarettes and csndy. It wes tnen thet I told them I
was & U.J3. Aray vfficer.

Qur firststop was iq_ﬁiggggmghvre the german wouaded were
tergen out. I was texken to an old Lurses' College which they had
taxen over snd converted into & hospitsl. A French Frofsessor

w28 in cnarge. There were several French and American Doctors.
Tney had been captured on "D" day.
On July <lst & german sergesnt came through with some
ek & v woa y
letter-forus ead we—mases; cermitted to write e short letter houme.

These letters were tsken to Geétapo rneadguerters across the
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street and were never sent.

The food was ver, bad, consisting only of potatoes, but
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otherwise we were trested pretty well generelly. There were
very few cases of violence) : Aoncs an Officer was slapped. I
was at this hospital froum the <0th Jul, to the 4th of August.
On August 3rd we could csee the sermsn troops moving up to meet
our troups. Tnere had been heavy firing all through the nizht.

We xnew by & secret radio we had in the hospital thet there was
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a p;g break through. The hospitel was also shelled by our own

" troows. It was hit twice but there were no cssueltiss.



FIATHOYY TYNCLLYN 2HL LY 030N00¥d

e

The German 3estzpo had moved out, using their own private
oyt SO LS B
vehicles. ™hey took everything they could and we couid seeg

them from the hospital. ¢n the night of the drd August, a
sipell party fro. the hospital reided the iestapo Hg end took

all the food they couid find, which incluaed cigarettes and
¥
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wine. #e =lso fouand American I rations end cigarettes
voa the wmworuing of August 4th, at swvout 10 o'clock in

tne worning, & jeeps fro. the 8th Division, 13th Infantry,
Py LY eie Vgl
arove up to-the hospitel. The French underground movsment had
reported tois hosgpital to the Americans, which fact savsd us
were .
from & terrific sheliing. There/wild scenes in the hospitsl

wnen we sew the jeeps, some men even throwing thelr crutches
eway &and ettempting to walxk down the stsirs. I even Sew ons
men gét quite hysterical with joy!

The Americens took the ssrious csses away and then took
2 days to evacuste the whole hospital. There were 650 men
altogether. We were then t=ken to znglend.

There were Freanch nurses ian the hospital. They were
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volunteers end when the hospitel was shelled they were told to

g0 homs but refused to leave us.

A British Officer in the hospital tuilt a radio zet. We
tied it to & string ani plzcea it througn the rafters im the
attic. Que Officer used to go =nd listen to the news aand tell
us aoout it later. ®e alsSo ran our own 4Aewspaper, which was
run Dy & wajor uershall, & British Officer. This was

9+;culated througnout the wards every day giving the news and
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even conteined & comic strip and & column coataining & menu
of foud which we wouid liss to h8ve nea every day. iost of
our mouey; was spent on ouyiog food, mostly eggs, which however

proved to ope bad.

rec that I met

I should =lso mention that there wag a jerman Doctor who

was perticularly good to us end told us he cams from
Pennsylvenia, where he took his degrees and returnsd to sermany

* a yeer or 20 wefore tne war.




