
At the outbreak of the Korean War, General York was
asstgned to the OfIIce of the Asslstant Chtef of Staff G-3,
Department of the Army, as a Sta.ff Oftlcer in Operatlons
Divison.

In August 1951, he was selected for attendance at the
Army W-r College at Carllsle Barracks, Pennsylvanla.
Upon graduation he was asslgned to the Offlce ofAsslstant
Chtef of StaffG-2, Department of the Army, as the Unlted
States Army Liatson Oflicer with station ln Stngapore. Af-
ter first attending the Strateglc Intelllgence School, he
served in this position unUlMay 1956.

General York was asstgned to the Infanby Center at
Fort Benning, Georgta, in August 1956. While there he
served successlvely as Director, Tactlcal Department, The
Infantry School; Assistant Chtef of Staff G-3, The Infan-
try Center; Director of InstrucUon and Deputy to the .ds-
slstant Commandant, The Infantry School; and Chtef of
Staff, The Infantry Center.

He was appointed Deputy Chlef of Stalf of the Unlted
Nations Command in Korea ln July 1949 and served tn
thls posttlon until July 1960.

He returned to the United States tn September 1960
with an assignment as Chief, Internatlonal Dlviston, Of-
flce of the Chlef of Research and Development, Depart-
ment of the Army.

TWo years later tn May, General York was reasstgned as
Military Advisor to the Deputy Dlrector, Tactical Warfare
Programs, OffIce of the Dlrector of Defense Research and
Engtneertng, Department of Defense, Washlnglon, D.C.

In November 1962, he assumed duty as Dlrector, Ad-
vanced Research ProJects Agency, Research and Develop-
ment Fleld Unit, and Joint Operatlon EvaluaUon Group,
Vietnam.

General York took command of the 82nd Alrborne Dl-
vision at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 21 February 1964,
and went with that unit to the Domintcan Republic when
it was ordered there ln Aprtl 1965 to protect American cit-
izens and other forelgtt natlonals during the uprislng ln
Santo Domingo.

He returned to the United States to assume command of
Fort Bennlng, Georgla and the Infantry School, 16 July
1965, where he served unfll he became Commandlng Gen-
eral of )fl/III Atrborne Corps and Fort Bragg, I August
1967. General York retlred on I August 1968 and restded ln
Hartselle, Alabama, untll relocatlng to the West Coast flve
years ago.

Decoratlone: Disttngutshed Servlce Cross; Dlstln-
guished Service Medal; Silver Starwtth two Oak l-eaf Clus-
ters, Valofi lJglon of Mertt wtth Oak Iraf Clustec Bronze
Star Medal with three Oak Iraf Clusters, Vdor; Alr Medal;
Purple Heart with Oak Leaf cluster; Combat Infantryman
Badge; Distinguished Unit Badge; Crolx de Guerre avec
Palme: Legion E'Honneur: Army Commendatlon Medal
with Oak kaf Cluster.

Mcdals: Amerlcan Defense Servlce Medal; Amerlcan
Campaign Medal; European-Afrlcan Mtddle Eastern Cam-
palgn Madal (eight campaigns): World War II Vlctory Med-
al: ermy Occupadon Medal {Germany); Nattonal Defense
Service Medat vdth Oak l€af Clusten Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Medaft Vletnam Campaiglr Medal; Vtetnam Ser-
vice Medal.

Badgce: General Staff Identtflcation Badge; Parachute
Badge (Master); Avlator Badge.

A favorlte verse of his... Isalah 26:3
'Tlwu .:oill keep htm In paJect peare wtase mtnd hrrs

stagd uprt tfue ber;ausr- he Uusteth ln tlu*."

In Memoqr Of

ROBERT HOWARDYORK
I;l,eutenant General

Untted States Anny (Retlred)

a3 April 1913 - 15 Apdf l$g
Lieutenant General Robert H. York was born tn Birm-

ingham, Alabama, 23 April 1913.

His military career began in July 1933 when he enlisted
in the Alabarna National Guard. He graduated from the
Unlted States Military Academy wlth a Bachelor of
Sclence ln Engtureertng tn 1938 and was commlssloned a
Second Lieutenant of Infantry in the RegularArmy.

His ffrst assignment was wlth the lSth Infanky Regt-
ment, lst Infantry DMsion at Fort Wadsworth, New York
He was with the Regiment for 42 months serving as a Unit
Commander.

In September 1942, as a 29-year-old Major seMng as a
Battalion Executive OIIicer, Lieutenant General York went
overseas with the l8th Infantry and fought with the unlt
throughout all of its campaigns in Aflca and Sicily and
in the Normandy Invasion.

While with tlrls unit, he served in all grades from Sec-
ond Lieutenant to Lieutenant Colonel.

In July 1944, General York was transferred to the 83rd
Infantry Division in Normandy and asslgned as Reglmen-
tal Commander of the 33lst Infantry Reg[ment, the posl-
tion he held untll the division was deactlvated in April
1946.

Approdmately four months later he was assigned as an
Instructor of Tactics at the United States MilitaryAcade-
my atWest Polnt, NewYork.



Dear BS:
Enclosed ts my article for G Company for the nert issue.
I have also enilosed a copSr of the Specid Tribute paid to Bob York at the Memorial Services at Huntsvllle, Ala. Tttls was

delivered by Leo Schnetder. I told Leo that I would send a copy of tt for the TfutnderbV.
Also there is a copy of the Memorial Service program, with a complete list of RobertYork's canreer ln the Army-
I realize that this-Covers a lot of space tn the fhi"rnderblt" but I believe that we owe it to this outstandtng leader and to

any of our other leaders that performed such great servlce to our division and the Unlted States Army.
See you tn Hershey,
Joc MacgftEo

The arltcte to futrow qns dellvered by Leo Schnelder, lst Bn Eq 331st Infrnhy Regtment, as a speclBl trlbute to
LTrG Robert E York ln a Memorl,al Sewlce held at the BlCentennlal Chapel at Redstone Assenal, lNlabnma.

FHends and family - elther form of address would do. If you were Bob's friend, you wene practlcally ln th9 family and
poslttvely the York f,amtty relatlonshtp ls unlque ln the flnest sense of the word. I am prtvtleged, flattered, and honored to
have been asked by Betty to present the military aspect of Bob York's life.

Bob deserved a-mor.e imowledgeable and rnoie articulate spokesman on this subJect. I have not been a career soldler and
most certalnly have won"no awards for elocutlon.

Dlfficult to separate Bob York, the man from the soldter. Certainly he gave unparalleled meanlng to the words Dut5r,
Honor, and Country as a soldler and at the same time was a lovtng and caring father and husban{ and a great frtend.

I could spend an hour or more on the subJect of Bob York, soldter, and sflll not do General York fltilngJustlce. JVty cover-
age ls necessarily brlef, therefore, tncompletC. But I could not do lttflng honors tothe memoryllBob Vgrk tfl had hours.
-So, let me op6n wlth some commentgfrom a professional soldler. Herbert J. Uoyd was a LTC fn 1984, when he was at-

tendtng the Army War College that year. Elght students were to conduct a study of elght of the U.S. Army's most successful
generals.- Colonel Lloyd, who had been a captatn under Bob York, when Bob commanded the S2ndAtrborne, asked to study Gener-
al Yorlg because of thetr prevlous servlce together.

Colonel Uoyd was partlcularly aware of how htghly respected General York was by hls soldters- and !Y even generals
senior to htm. Colonel Lloyd's siudies included a -omprehensive coverage of Bob York's enUre rnilitary htstory. But one
sectlon of his research was particularly noteworthy and interestlng.

Colonel Lloyd set about contacting 6mcers and enlisted men who had served wtth Bob York, prtmarlly tn_combat. Colo-
nel Lloyd wenl to t]re root source and sought out letters from a few of those tndivlduals. It ls publtshed as "The hgacy of
LIIG Robcrt IL York, ar Told by tlrc Soldlcrs He Lcd':

At thts potnt I quote from Colonel Lloyd:
"As theie letteri arrlved I began to se6 they were something rare lndeed. The message of the letters went far bgyond the

needs of my study. Ttre message ls clear - SINCERE, ADMIRAION, RESPECT, LOYALTY, and GREAT PRIDE. The few trust-
ed experlence Co-mbat Comminders I have shared these letters vdth atl agfee they have never seen an5rthlng ltke thls be-
fore. Nelther has the War College Htstory Department."

I contlnue to quote Colonel Lloyd:
'The letters proUae an tnstght-tnto a great Amerlcan who was blessed wlth a remarkable talent. I belleve there -are 

only
a handful of leiders ltke thls t[at are pr.JUaea our natlon every flftyyears. We see t]re measure of the man under the most
dtfllcult clrcumstances. Clrcumstancis that most mortals w'rli nevbi know." 'Were lt not for these letters you and I would
probably never know much of this because General York always gave full credlt to his soldiers."

Finally, Colonel Lloyd wrote:
'lI am Jolned by mariy combat-experlenced senlor officers who believe that LTG Robert H. Yorlq ls the greatest Combat

Commander the Untted States Army ever saw."
May I repeat the flnal paragraph from LTC Lloyd's summatlon of this stud56
'f am joinea by many-com-Uaf-ocpertenced olllcers who believe that LTG Robert H. York ls the greatest Combat Com-

mander the Unlted States Army ever saw."
From where I stand, I codd count thousands of Combat Infantrymen who would hearttly endorse LTC Lloyd's conclu-

slons,
Bob was commlssloned at West Polnt ln 1938 - Platoon l-eader First Diviston.
In Afrlca the Flrst Combat Actlon in the U.S. Army World War II.
I could quote a whole book of General York's.aclompltshments with the lst DMsion that culmlnated with hls com-

mand of an Assault Battalion on Omaha Beach on D-Day.
I wlll summarize Bob York's career with the lst Diviiion wlth a quote that I almost remember word for word that was

stated to me by the late General Huebner. General Huebner commanded the lst DMsion on D-Day. fitrts_chat wlth General
Huebner took ilace ln our sulte at the Roosevelt Hotel in New York probably gome 2p or mgre years ago. Grace York and my
wife, Shlrley, were also present at thls moment but General Huebner's remark was directed to me.

General-Auebner saia, itr his oplnion if any one man w€rs responsible for maintatning the D--Day' toe hold on omaha
Beach, titerally keeptng tire lst Dtvtston from 

-belng 
drlven back tnto the sea, lt was Colonel York (Then a LTC, Bob com-

manded the tit eafta1?n of the l6th Infantry Regtirent tn the Flrst Dlvislon. Think about D-Day and tts elfect on the wln-
ning of WWII and relate that to ttre personal impact of Bob York

.ifter the war, Bob york was stationed at lVest Point. He was ln Slngapore as MilitaryAttache and dld a sttnt at Ft. Ben-
ntng. There were several moves that led up to his assignment as MaJor-C-neral, commandtng Ft. Bennlng on to Ft. Bragg as
Commandlng General of the 82nd Airborne.

UtUmatetf to the rank of Lt General, Commander of the lSth Airborne Corps whlch tncluded the 82nd Alrborne, the
I 0 lst Alrborne and other Tfoops.

So much for that part of ttistory.
I-et,s talk about the soldler and the metn as I personally knew hlm. It was my distlrect honor and prtvtlege to have served
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