In Memory Of

ROBERT HOWARD YORK
Lieutenant General

United States Army (Retired)
23 April 1913 - 15 April 1988

Lieutenant General Robert H. York was born in Birm-
ingham, Alabama, 23 April 1913.

His military career began in July 1933 when he enlisted
in the Alabama National Guard. He graduated from the
United States Military Academy with a Bachelor of
Science in Engineering in 1938 and was commissioned a
Second Lieutenant of Infantry in the Regular Army.

His first assignment was with the 18th Infantry Regi-

-ment, 1st Infantry Division at Fort Wadsworth, New York.

He was with the Regiment for 42 months serving as a Unit
Commander.

In September 1942, as a 29-year-old Major serving as a
Battalion Executive Officer, Lieutenant General York went
overseas with the 18th Infantry and fought with the unit
throughout all of its campaigns in Africa and Sicily and
in the Normandy Invasion.

While with this unit, he served in all grades from Sec-
ond Lieutenant to Lieutenant Colonel.

In July 1944, General York was transferred to the 83rd
Infantry Division in Normandy and assigned as Regimen-
tal Commander of the 331st Infantry Regiment, the posi-
tion he held until the division was deactivated in April
19486.

Approximately four months later he was assigned as an
Instructor of Tactics at the United States Military Acade-
my at West Point, New York.

At the outbreak of the Korean War, General York was
assigned to the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff G-3,
Department of the Army, as a Staff Officer in Operations
Divison.

In August 1951, he was selected for attendance at the
Army War College at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania.
Upon graduation he was assigned to the Office of Assistant
Chief of Staff G-2, Department of the Army, as the United
States Army Liaison Officer with station in Singapore. Af-
ter first attending the Strategic Intelligence School, he
served in this position untilMay 1956.

General York was assigned to the Infantry Center at
Fort Benning, Georgia, in August 1956. While there he
served successively as Director, Tactical Department, The
Infantry School; Assistant Chief of Staff G-3, The Infan-
try Center; Director of Instruction and Deputy to the As-
sistant Commandant, The Infantry School; and Chief of
Staff, The Infantry Center.

He was appointed Deputy Chief of Staff of the United
Nations Command in Korea in July 1949 and served in
this position until July 1960.

He returned to the United States in September 1960
with an assignment as Chief, International Division, Of-
fice of the Chief of Research and Development, Depart-
ment of the Army.

Two years later in May, General York was reassigned as
Military Advisor to the Deputy Director, Tactical Warfare
Programs, Office of the Director of Defense Research and
Engineering, Department of Defense, Washington, D.C.

In November 1962, he assumed duty as Director, Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency, Research and Develop-
ment Field Unit, and Joint Operation Evaluation Group,
Vietnam.

General York took command of the 82nd Airborne Di-
vision at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 21 February 1964,
and went with that unit to the Dominican Republic when
it was ordered there in April 1965 to protect American cit-
izens and other foreign nationals during the uprising in
Santo Domingo.

He returned to the United States to assume command of
Fort Benning, Georgia and the Infantry School, 16 July
1965, where he served until he became Commanding Gen-
eral of XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg, 1 August
1967. General York retired on 1 August 1968 and resided in
Hartselle, Alabama, until relocating to the West Coast five
years ago.

Decorations: Distinguished Service Cross; Distin-
guished Service Medal; Silver Star with two Oak Leaf Clus-
ters, Valor; Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster; Bronze
Star Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Valor; Air Medal;
Purple Heart with Oak Leaf cluster; Combat Infantryman
Badge; Distinguished Unit Badge; Croix de Guerre avec
Palme; Legion E'Honneur; Army Commendation Medal
with Oak Leaf Cluster.

Medals: American Defense Service Medal; American
Campaign Medal; European-African Middle Eastern Cam-
paign Medal (eight campaigns); World War II Victory Med-
al; Army Occupation Medal (Germany); National Defense
Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster; Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Medal: Vietnam Campaign Medal; Vietnam Ser-
vice Medal.

Badges: General Staff Identification Badge; Parachute
Badge (Master); Aviator Badge.

A favorite verse of his... Isalah 26:3
“Thou will keep him in perfect peace whose mind has
stayed upon thee because he trusteth in thee.”




































