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ACTIVATTION AID MOVEMNENT OVERSEAS

I,

The Ninth United States Arny under the command of Lieuten-
ant General William Hood Simpson was newly created on 22 lay
1944, but its staff was composed of experienced men and its

background was deep-rooted in the Fourth
BACKGROUND United States Army which had been function-
ing since early in 1932. The army patech dis-
pla this anticedence by preserving the four leaf clover in
its” nonagonal shileld, and the white letter A is contained in
the heart of the symbole The 0ld Fourth Army had an enviable
reputation on the Pacific coast as it had plammed and estab-
lished coast defenses there, had supervised training of local
divisions and several corps, and had controlled large scale
maneuvers in the area. Through this experience, the headquar-
ters had developed a well balanced starfi with sound onerating
procedures, Thus when the transfer to the European Theatre of
Operations occurred, the Ninth Army brought the benefits of
years of work and training to assist the Allied Commander in
his mission of clearing RBurope of the German Nazl Power,

On 15 September, 1943, the Fourth Army was separated from
the Viestern Defense Command and waeg Ziven

STEPARATION OF the mission of training Army Ground Force
¥DC & Lth ARMY  troops on the west coast area for eventual
' combat duty overseas, After several changes
of station, the headquarters was transferred to Fort San Hous—
ton, Texas, where it replaced Headquarters, Third U.S, Apmy on
25 January 1944, Coincident with this change was the assumpe-
tion of a larger mission to include training of AGF trocps in
the southwest including the oneration of the Louisiana Maneu-
ver Area, The Fourth Army became one of the two training
armies remaining in the United States,

In early March, 1944, Brigadier General Clyde Hyssong,
Asgistant Chief of Staff, G-1 for ABF, discussed plans for the
activation of a new army with General Simp-
ACTIVATION OF son. On 26 March, 194l orders were received
A IEW ARMY to train one half of a cadre for 2 new army
headquarters; the other half was to train
with Headquarters, Second Army in llemphis, Tennessee. An over-
strength of officers and enlisted men was assigned the army
for this purpose, and personnel was trained by the various
. Btaff sections for the task confronting the new headqunrters,
ABF on 11 April 4194} authorized the Fourth Army to activate
the Eighth U.,S5. Army and General Simpson ordered thie activa-
tion on 14 April 41944t Colonel Howard Eager, FA, senior tacti-
cal officer oresent assumed command.

In the midst of the establishment and guidance of the new
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apny, orders were received from AGF =2lerting ihe Headcuarters
for overseas duty. A readiness date for the

OVERSEAS comipletion of training was set at 1 June
ALIFRT while all sectinne were cirected nhy tho Gen-—

eral to be prepared to hand over nornal oper-

ations to the new staff by 5 liay 1944. This double responsi-
bility was efficiently oerformed and training of the newly
activated headquarters wags intencified. Aflter Gencral Simp-
son aasuned com:and of both arnies, a mass transfer of person-
nel between the two stalfls wus eflected so that the experienced
staff could be alerted Lor moveuent as Headquarters, Zighth
Arny? while the nowly orgonized unit eould continue oncrations
without a breal as Headquarters, Fourth Army. This eoordina-
tion bhetween stafls increased seourity and ,reVGnted a break
in the continuity of trainine by troovs in the field,

The first movement orders for the heocdquarters come when
an advance detachment, headed by the Cormand-

ORD7RS FOR _ing General, nineteen other officers and ware
OVE-SUAS AID rant officers and seven enlisted 'cn, were
RIDLGIGUATT 1 directed to preceed to the destinutizn by

air, This pgroup flew to ashington on 7 and
8 of lay wnere they received final instructions conecrning the
overseas nission, and were then flown to London on 12 cnd 43
of l'ay where headquarters were established with the Pirst
United States Army, Shortly after the arrival of the “gdvance
group the ar Department redesignated the Eighth as the Iinth
United States Army, 22 Hay 1944. This change elimincted any
confusion with the fighth British Army which night hove srisen.

Official iar Department orders ﬂirecting the movenent of
the headauarters were received on 7 iay 1944 and as shipment
number 1656~A%B, the Army cwaited the call of the Por: Commander.
The main body departed from Fort Sam Houston in @we ceparate
trains and by two separate routes on 10 June 494k and aprived
at Camp Shanks, liew York two days later. For the next eight
daays thﬁ command cleered port requirements for personncl,
adninistration, supplies and equipment, security, health und
panitation, training end diseipline.

This was the {irst test of the intricate planning for over-
seas movement which had been set up even when

PeDeMe tne headquarters was stationed on the west
TRA T IWG coast, G=3 haé¢ instituted and superviced a

training progre:: for officers and enlieted
n based on POM requirements. After ~rrival at fort Saa

Houston the program was enloarged and, upon notice of the over—
sean alert, enlisted men participated in a one week bivounc at
Carp Bullis, Yexas, Thisc field experience was a compronise
meagure due to insufficient time; the ideal desired by tho come
mand had been nt least a two month bivouac under field condi-
tionc.

G-2 had been actively concerned with maintaining cecurity,






