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In connection with the action hereinafter reported
it 1s to be noted that most of-the regiments successful
operations had hinged sround towns. The regiment was ac-
cuftomed to assembiing ir & villege. In this case they
used the town for an assembly areca end they went to the
river via theshortest route. In the Judgment of the
Regimental Commender this fact haa a conslderable bear-
ing or the opereation of 13 April.

The fighting in Barby hed been quite severe on the

night of 12 April and after Col Edwin B. Crebill talked

‘the situation over with the Commending Cereral it was de-

cided that the regiment would not attempt to cross the

Elbe until the following morning. - Both the 2d and 3d

Bus had suffered feirly heavy casualties in this brief
action, the sggregete number being 24 men and one offi-
cer killed, 35 EM wounded and 5 EM missing.

At Bivouac the regiment occupied ground roughly
elong the railroad line W of Barby. Lone of its elements
hed, as yet, progressed as far as the river bank,

Thet right the enemy pulled out completely from Bar-
by end it is presumed thet all of his forces_fled across
the river. The Burgomeister formally surrendered hhe
town at 0945 on 13 Ap;il, and vhen the Inf thereupon ad-
verced on the Elbe the engineers who were to do the

brideing moved right elong with them. In anticipetion



of this advence Lt Col Tim 0'Cook, commanding the lst Bn

mede & personal rcn of the W shore. An order had come down

from Div s to whether the regiment was to meke the cross-
[
ing. This was at the o0ld ferry site, which had already

been reconnoitered by members of the Div staff who had
flown across the Elbe in a cub plene. The lst Bn closed
on the river line by 1230, Co E going down to clear the
ferry site. The engineers, bringing thelr heavy equipment
to the-river bank at the front of the column of Inf, got
the boets into the water immediately, and within 30 minutes
the lst Bn was moving across the water. The 34 Bn on the
left and the 24 Bn on the right were in fire positious,
3d Bn Co in the ractbry building and along the river line
while Co E was covering from close to the waters edge with
its mortars et the edge of the town. The rest of 2d Bn
was in position among the buildings at Barby. As a matter
of fect the two battalions who were supposed to provide.
fire support were only Jjust engaged in setting up while
1st Bn went forwerd and they were berely set into position
when the time came for:lst Bn to deploy elong the river.

In & rough line of 54iboats with Co A on the right and
Co C on the left, the Bn front moved escross the Elbe et
1330. The Elbe is ebout 200 yards broad st this point.
Tot a single weapon opered fire on the Bn during the cross-

ing and no Germans were seen in the vicinity. . Cook led his



Bn right ihto Walternienberg, closing on thet village
by ebout 1500. By derk, two Pletoons of Tank Destroy-
ers %nd all of the AT guns of the regiment were elso
across the river. One Pl:stoon of tenks came across
thet night. (See the note further elong on Craybill.)
_ Ilow it 1s to be noted that the crossing in the
assault boats wes made 600 yards down stream from the
ferry site and between the ferry site end the railroed
bridge. This was an intentional deception which sdded
immessurably to the success of the operation. Upon
éropping the assault bosats, the engineers moved up
stream immediately and started building fhe ferries.
They had spent the morning collecting materiels for
this purpose. About 1430 or a little later, the first
ferry went into operation and before long two more
were being serviced. It was just ebout this time that
the enemy started shelling the site where the assault
bocts hed shoved off eround noontime, and they also
liberally shelled the reilroad bridge area. This shell-
ing wes mainteined partly by big guns and partly by as-
sault suns throughout remeinder of the afternoon and’
durine the hours of derkness. But the enemy did not
shell the ferry site at eny time. It hﬁd heppened thet
e German ren plare had also come across the Elbe at the

time of the assault boat crossing and had strefed the



troops, puncturirg one of fhe boats. It is believed that

this plene carried back 1nforgﬁtion ebout the eerly cross-
ing, .

£Lbout 1500 the engineers sterted rolling the bridge
materiel in. The work on the bridging did not actuelly
get under veay hovever until about 1900, erd the bridge
wes not completed until 0730 on the second dsy.

(As he brou~ht his men into the river bank for the
Inf crossing, Col Crabill had gone up end down tle line
exhorting hié men with these words: "Don't weste the
opporturity of & life time. You are on vour wey to -
BERLIN. You can cet ecross without heving & shot fired
at you. 3ut you heve to move now. Don't wait to orgen-
ize. Get going. Get over there in any shape that you
cen." It wes in this feshion thet the Br hed crossed the
river. It had proceeded without order &rd with the men
scrambling for the boets es fast es they could go. Cre-
b1ll seld thet he ectually booted some of his men in the
pents to make them go faster.)

The 2d Bn crossed the river durlng the early pert of
the right end the 34 Bn, starting its move around 2400,
was complete on the E bank of the river before dawn of
the rext day. The forces E of the river consisted of omne
Inf regimeft, three Tlatoors of Tank Destroyers (one of

which hed made the croseing with the 24 Bn) end the pletoon



Thet ol bt the £o17 w1 @

frowm the Lriize

ihe regluert's lefl veg et Flotz gtoub SE0C

‘erds to the b and wes tent back glong the reilroed

trock., The rigmt flerk turred from the soutlern ecdze

2k throush the voods ¢t 8980 and

of %elteruienhers, he
thence to the river.) 4ll of tiis courtry is perfectly
flet ernd 1ls quite vell wooded, 'end studded with swell
villege=s, At thet disterce erd from the rwositiors elong
the hrid-ehcacd rerimeter there ves precticelly no chence
for eremy observation of the bridre site.

The destroyers and “o ks were ¢l1 rut in the peri-

meter ernurd Valter ierberg cxcert for one ilatoor of

destroyers v ileh were covering the rpositions cround
Flotz. They were unsed to buck up the Int line diréctly,
coverirg the tenk eryrrocches to the Irnf positions, 211
of tie Irf coupenles vere in contact, srd =11 the bn

CI's were in walternierbers. The enemy counterettacked

four times during the first right with en Inf force of

erproxime tely Br. strength surported by en urkrnown rum=—

ber of esseult cuns. The method of seseult vas thet

sfter orly a fev rounds by the asseult gune, the Inf
would enme or in e¢nd cherge under cover of interse

machire cun fire. To wmekc the shortest emproech on



the center of the fmcricer rositions, they derloved from
out of the woods to tlie I urd i. of helteriienbers. These

etteacks were nede by tle £d Br of the Lergenzler Regt,

rhiorst Div, e speclally constituted outfit largely

commosed from OCS men, vho fousht irtelligently end per-

sietertly. OSrabill's rec mt hed Aug ir all eround the

Tericeter,
zet

At 2b-ut 2300 Co E et Flotz began to/fire from forces
which hed filtored ir or both sices of their nosition,
Tiwelly this eremy =ot irto “cusec of the villese end the
Co beger to drew fire from close up. The Co therecuvon
esked for tre artillery to he turned directly ageinst its
cwn rositiorn and the mer ~ot dovn into the besements of
the lisuses as t'is corcertration fell emong them., This
fire from two Bns of the supportirg Div ertillery effec-
tively checked the ettsck znd the eremy Inf withdrew from
Flotze.

£t welternlenberg the atteck was pressed to & point
where severel squads of the eneny got in emony the louses
of the villeze, but these were driven beck by the support-
ing fire from the destroyers avd by rifgewen vorking et
close rerge. A check of the ground or the followirg morn-
ing shtoved that five of the enemy's assault guns hcd been
destroyed. But heczuce of the darkress it vas not rossi-

ble to esteblish whetler this result hsd been obtaired by



the destroyers or by the surporting artillery fire.



Interview Number 1

Unit: 320th Inf. Regt., 834 Inf. Div.
Action:

Source: 1gt Lieutenant Willlam Stout, Ass't. B-3;
Bergeant Marion A. Knoll, Operations Sergeant;
Tec 4 Harry Curtis, Ass't. 8-2.

lpterviewer: 1gt Lt. Prank Houcek

Place and Date of Interview: Walterniemburg, Germany (DS88Z);
. 1430, 20 April 1945; 1000, 21 April 1945. T
tlans: GBGE 4416, Munster, Dortmund, Detmold, Paderborm,
Hildesheim, Halberstadt, and Magdeburg Sheets, 1:100000.
Journals: g-3 Journals, 329th Inf. Regt., April 1945.

COMMENTS

At the time of this interview, at the 329th Regimental
CP, all the men had been well rested and had had ample |

- opportunity to clean up. The CP was located on the division's

bridgehead over the Elbe River.

¥ajor Bagley, 8-3 of the regiment, referred me to his
assistant for any information needed, as he was busy at the
time. Having been introdueed to the functioming of the
4th Info & Historical Sv in Heuss, Germany, after the push
to the Rhine, they keg: notes on each day's happenings :
which were exiremely helpful, although not as detailed as
they might have been gat least partly due to the extremely
fast moving situation). When asked to recall times, or
types of resistance at different phases of the operation,
they would say that we would be able to get a more accurate
account of it from the batitalions themselves.

-




Interview with Lt. Stout, Sgt. Knoll, sSgt. Curtis, 329th.
gl

The first few days, as youyknow, were merely a move
from one assembly area to another. The 329th Infantry
cros;ed the Rhine River beginning at 1900 on 29 March
'1945, moving to an assembly ares about four miles west
of Bruckhausen (A269359¥%. ‘We again moved on the 30th
to the vieinity of Eppendorf (A565485), which was
approximately 30 meiles from our former area., At 1700 on
Si March we again moved to the vicinity of Seppenrade
(A765517). There, Task Force George, consisting of
Company I; 34 Battalion Headquarters, and the an£itank
‘company, was sent to Olfen (A755457%) four miles south
of Seppenrade. Their mission was to hold the momth
flank of the division along the Lippe Cenasl and prevent
a counterattack from developing on the regiment's
exposed right flank., The 1lst of April found us crossing
the Dortmund-Ems Canal at 0330 and moving to a point
three miles east of TLudinghausen (A798526), thence to
Ascheberg (A920548) and on to Beckum (B210510% for the
night. There, while the remainder of the regiment stayed
in Beckumj the 24 Battalion was committed on the north
side of the Lippe Canal, in the regiment's zone, The
I & R Platoon was with the 2d Battelion, and it hed}l&ttle
difficulty in Company F's area with some Germans on the
south side of the canal, but no crossing was made by
either side.
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