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INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the cperations of the 5315t Infantry,
B83rd Infantry Divieion in the battle of Gey, Germany 10 Dacembar.
15 Degember LB44.

The 4llied srmies, alfter meklng rapld edvances during
August and oeptember, bhug besn Igrced to bhelt by lack of
supplies. By £1 October sulficient supplies huad bean moved
forward to permlt the planning of further attecks., With the
fall of Aschen, Germeny on thls date, preperatlons were besgun
for the Allled winter offeansive. (1) (2)

The general plan called for an advance to the Rhlne
Aiver toward the Huhr and caar industrial areas. (3) (4)

The main objectlives ol the oftemsive wWare:

1. To maintain the meximum pressurs agalnst the
eneny foress delending the Ruhr end the caar
areas in an effort to Torce the employment of
the Germen general reserve east of the Ehine. (&)
2, To destroy the gensral resesrve. [B)
%. To clear westorn Germeny of the enemy to the
banka of the Bhine. (7]

IT suecesaful Lo attaloing thess objectives the allies
woule then be im position ©o lsunch u rinal ofrensive ilnto
the hearts of Germeny for the destructicn ol the remainplog
anemy foroes. (8]

At this time the front lines of the Flrst and Nloth Armies

{L)A-5,p.66: (8)A-1,p.67; (S)a-2,7.65,8663 (4)}A-3,p.72;
(5,6,7,8)A=-E,n.064.
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wWere geperally slong the Luxembourg, Eelgian, Dutéh and Germean
borders. Thera ware minor penetrations into Germany west of
Prum and at Meonsechau. The deepest penctration into Germany
proper, which had breached the Siegfried Line, had been made
by the Firet Army in the vicinity of fachen. This penetration
inocluded Schevenhutte, approximately ten (L0) miles from the
Eelgian-Gernman border. (See Map 4

0n £l Oectober Twelfth Army Group f=ssued an order for an
abttack in which First Army was to selzZe the esst benk of the
Ehlne miver in the vieinity of Cologne &and Bonn, and attempt
to seize a bridgehead over the FEhine. In the event the bridge-
hesd wes not seized First Army was to elear the enemy from
an ares bounded by Colegne, on the north, and the Moselle
River cn the south. (%)

The NHinth Army was to ettack in its zone and protect
the left flank of the First Army. (10)

The Third srmy wes to continue its attack In the Metz
area, [(11)

Impedistely upon recelpt of the Twelfth Army Group order,
First Army izszued a lettar of instructions in which it directed
that VII Coxps would stteck in the direction Duren-Cologne to
the Rhine. ¥V Corps, upon the breaching ot the muin dersnses by
VII Corps and upon Arymy Order, was to a&tteck toward Bonn. The
VIII Corps was to conduct & vigorous defense and be preparad
to attock on order. (1E)

The Sth of lovember or later was tantatively set as the.
date for the attack, depending upon the avellability of
ammunitlon and weather suitable for air operaticns., To support
the ettack, Operation "Q", the largest, eloase-support, air

attack ever used, was planned. Operstion "g" was supposed to
[9,1G|lljlﬂji—l ,P.E?
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