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Orgenization: Z08th Engincer Combat Battalion :

From: 0CC1, 1 July 1944
Period of Feport:
Tor 2400, 31 July 1944

Date of Submissiont 6 August 1944

For the first three days of July this Battalion practised assault river erossings
with the three Infantry Regiments, near CARENTAN, Platoons not partiecipating in this
training continued their reconnaissance of mine fields to our front and maintsined
supply roads in the division area. On the afternoon and evening of 3 July one U,S,
truck demolished by an enemy mine and several friendly road blocks were removed in
front of the LR to permit the use of roads for the attack,

On the morning of 4 July at 0445 hours the division attacked, with this Battelion
supporting and continued wtil the division was relieved ofi 29 July to zo into Corps
Reserve, .

Duéing the early part of the operatien the Fngineer Companies were in close support

of the Infaniry Regiments. They constructed hasty bridges, meintained defensive posi-

tions at night, and blew hedgerows for the advance of tenks., On the & July the Eattalion

was assembled and took up a defensive position aprroximately 500 yards South of CARRE-
FOUR DES CHEMPINS. Thie position was held until 1400 hours 7 July when Battalion vas
relieved, ' '

The advance of the division continued wntil 18 July when the division went into
the defensive. A% that time extensive wire obstscles were installed and hasty mine
fields and blocks were laid generelly slong a line RPAIDS (352€766) to LE CANAL (352745)
to AUXIAS (258749), An attempt wes made to secwre the tip of the LE VARDE peninsuls
in order to improve the defensive position, The three bridges along the causeway bet-
ween LE MOULIN and LE VARDE had been destroyed by the enemy. On the 18 July a 50 foot
Bailey Bridge was constructed at LE MOULIN. Co_the night of 20 July the two remaining
Zens. were.spanned Dy two ¥0 foot tresdway bridges wunder fire, During the next day two
treads were damaged by enemy action, These wWers Teplaced one at 1200 hours and the
other at 1800 hours, At 1800 hours the Bailey Bridge was destroyed by enemy artillery
fire. The Infantry wifhdrew from LE VARDE snd no Furihor atvempt was made to construct

_.-‘_1".‘

bridges wntil the night of 27 July, at which time a 45 foot treadway bridge was installed :

&t & by-pass near Bailey Bridge and two more, thirty foot spens were installed where
previous bridges had been destroyed, On the LE VARPE peninsula the enemy had laid &
conglderable nuber of AP ¥ines which were removed or blown in place,

B Company which was supporting the 330%h Infantry in the 9th Division Area crossed

the LOZON River neer TFMILLY~SUR-LOZON on the night 20 July with a treadvway bridge,
This crossing was made under heavy enemy fire but was successful, T
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: During the entire operation the following work wes accomplished:

9 Treadwey bridges were installed
10 Light footbridges were constiructed

£ Vehiculer bridges were constructed

e gtrips were built for ertillery observaticn pleanes

41 iﬂZes of main highway were swept for mines & posted with signs
o9 miles of secondary roads and trails vere swept end posted

% miles of new roadwsy was built taru fields

7 miles of existing roadway wes repaired

o¢ Fnemy tenks and trucks were rewoved from roeds

16 Large craters were filled

1200 Mines were lald
%000 Yards of triple concertina wire obstacles were installed

1000 Yards of iriple concertine wire cbstecles were Teroved
120 Hedgerows were blom with explosives
11 CP's and 2 - 155mm gun bettery positions were dug in
2 Pater points were operated, each furnishing approximetely £C,000 gallons
per day.
120,000 Sheets of maps were distributed
. 2 Shower points were operated
285 Dead animels were buried

'GéIJSé' Five (5) Officers replzcements received.
Twenty-cne (21) Enlisted Mem replacements received

. LOSSES: BATTLE LOSSES

Xilled In Actiop ~ One (1) Officer; Fight (8) Enlisted Men.
Tounded In Action - Two (2) Officers; Thirty-nine (2¢) Inlisted HKen.

¥issing In Action - Cne (1) Enlisted Man.

NON-BATTLE LOSSES

Transferred -~ Two (2) Cfficers

Disease - Four (4) Enlisted Men

Exhaustion - Seven (7) Enlisted Hen

Tniured - One (1) Officer; Two (2) Enlisted Hem.

MORALE: The morale of the troops was Excellent,
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: Unit Jowrnal, 1 July 1944 thru 31 July 1944.
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POI T. DODGE,
Lt. Col., CE
Coumending.
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ACTION AGAINST? ENEMY, REPORTS AFTER/AFIER ACTION REPORT
Organizetion: Z08th Engineer Combat Battalion

From: 0001, 1 June 1944

Period of Reports
To: 2400, 30 June 1944

Date of Submission: 20 July 1844

The 508th Engineer Combat Battalion wes not engaged in action against the enemy
during the period 1 June 1944 to 27 June 1944, This period was spent in receiving
Specialized Training.at assigned camps in Shropshire County, England, preparation
for Cross Chamnel Movement and re-essembling of organizetion on the Buropsan continent.

o On the 28 Jupe 1944, organization moved forward 1/2 mile North of St, Come-Du-Mont,
¢ France and relieved the 326th Alr-Borme Engineer Battelion. Headquarters & Service
Company established and commenced operatioms of Division Water Points, Company "A",
less lat Platoon, was held in reserve, Company "B® and Compeny "C" swpported the 3350th
and 331lst Infantry Regiments respectively. :
COMPAMY "4®, 1st Squad, 1st Platoom prepared bridge Fast of Carenten (T405844) for
demolitions and remained on gumrd, to destroy bridge om orders of VII Corps, 2nd

Squed and 3rd Squed, lst Platoon, gumsrding hridge West of Carentan (T575845) and bridge
Northwest of Carentan (T379853), respectively., Remainder of Company in reserve,

COMPANY "BY and COMPARY "éﬂ made Engineer Recommaiscance of their respective
regimental sectors and studied the defenses that had been occupied,

GAINS: One (1) Officer assigned from Hesdquarters VIII Corps, 4 June 1944,
Ten (10) Enlisted Men assigned, 2 Jume 1944, .

LOSSES: COme (1) Officer transferred to ?9'&: Infantry Division, 2 Jume 1944, Therel
was no losses of Officers or Enlisted Men during period of report as '
results of combat.

MORALE: The morale of the troops wae Excellent, with the men adjusting themselves
to combet conditions,

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS: Unit Journsl, 1 Jume 1944 thru 30 June 1944.
ROY T, DODGE,

Lt, Col,; CE
Commanding,
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HEADQUARTERS 83D INFA'TEY DIVISION " A

{,_ (=5-21 Jan 45 =)

SUBJICT: Historieml Records and Histories of Orgenization.
TOs cO, 308th Engineer Battaliom, APO 83, U. S« ATTY.
3 b ]

‘ 1. Attention is directed to peragreph 1llb, (1), AR 245-105, deted 18 Nov-
ember 1929, which directs that histories of units be forwarded to The Adjutant
Gereral after the elose of the calendar year. '

2. The form prescribed in peragreph 13, sbove quoted regulations will be
followed. b

3, These histories will be subritited to this heedquerters not later than
31 January 1945.

By cormend of Nejor Ceneral FACCH:

i

/s/N.F. Cowden
/t/%.Pe COUDEN,
yajor, AGD,
Asst Adj General.

1st Ird.
HZADGUAITERS 308TH EZNGINEER CCLBAT BATTALION, APO 83, U.S. Arry, 30 Januery 1945.
T0: Copmending Genersl, 83¢ Infentry Division, APO 83, U. 5. Army. -

1. Pasic communicetion complied with snd History of this organization for
period 1 Jenuery 1944 to 21 December 1944 inclusive, attached hereto.

For the Commending Officer:

lst Lt., Cik,
AdJutant.

incl - 1 B T
1 nistory of 208th Ingineer Combat Eattalion. /ﬁsﬂ?;;ijré\\\
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fistory of the 2MEth _»odireer Combat fetitalion, 57d I-frnirs givisien, for
*Fre period 1 Jerusry 1744 to (1 Decerber 19044, Iwelusive.
le UIIGINaw UNIT:
<o Uesigroted = completed.
be Dote of orcenizstion - completec.
c. Flece of orgrrizstion - corvoleted.
de Authority for orcenization - corpleted.
e« Cources from which personnel wrs cbteined - completed.

Ze CHANGES IV CREAYIZATION:
Settelion wee reorgenized under T/0 & I 5-15, 12 Lerch 1944, rnd Chenges
thereto, ocer letter, Fecdquarters, First United Stetes Arry, APC 232, 320 (C), 15
November 1944, cubject: Reorgarizetion, and letter, Eesdruerters, $3¢ Infentry
Division, .FO 82, U. S. Arry, 220 (C), 20 Novermber 1944, subject: Heorgrnizetion,
¢cenies of which sre sttached hereto.

3, STRLFGTH, COMICSIAND AMD ENLISTED

Strength Gein Loss

. Cfficers: 1 Jenusry 1944 28
31 Jenuery 1544 28 1 1
28 Februery 1944 29 ¥ 6
31 VYerch 1944 29 1 1
20 April 1944 29 8] 0
21 uey 1944 29 0 0
30 June 1944 . 28 1 2
21 July 1944 27 & 6
21 August 1944 26 e 1
30 September 1944 27 1 0]
21 October 1944 28 1 0
30 November 1944 29 i ¢ 0
31 December 1944 28 i 2
Werrent Officerst: 1 Jenuary 1944 3 o o]
31 Jenuary 1944 2 ¢ 0
28 Pebruery 1944 3 i 0
31 March 1944 2 § ¢
30 April 1944 3 0 0]
31 dNay 1944 3 0 0
20 June 1944 2 0 0
21 July 1944 3 0 0
31 August 1944 3 0 0
30 September 1944 2 0 0
21 October 1944 3 0 0
20 Novermber 1944 3 C (8]
31 December 1944 3 0 0

(1)
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Str ~th Gein Loss
“nlisted lens _ Jamuery 1944 5.

31 Jeruary 1944 S&7 0 6
28 Februery 1944 Gt 102 3
2] lzreh 1944 623 0 33
30 april 1944 632 10 11
21 Vay 1944 626 0 6
20 June 1944 622 10 4
21 July 1944 563 21 60
31 August 1944 580 14 27
30 September 1944 590 21 11
31 October 1944 &8 4 5
30 Movember 1944 600 2Q 9
31 December 1944 579 21 42

4, STATION:

The 308th Zngineer Corbst Bettelion wes stationed =t Camp Breckinridge,
Kentueky until 25 parch 1944, wes temporary at Cemp Shenks, New York, New York,
until 5 April 1944, when the battelion proceeded to en oversess station. ;

sfations oecupied by the battelion in the Zuropeen Theater of Operaztions
heve beens FHeadquarters, Feadquarters snd Service Compeny and the Vedical Detach-
ment,. stationed 2t Shavington Haell, Shropshire County, Irnglend, Mep Coordinatess
v(k) 097596, kep references Ordnance Survey of Englend, end Weles, Scele 1/63360,
Sheet 52, Stoke-on-Trent, Popular Edition, Wer Revision 1940, from 20 April 1944
to 17 June 1944.

Company A wes stetioned Nerringtom Green, Shropshire County, England, Map
Coordinetess V(k) 922421; lep references Ordnance Survey of England =nd ¥eles;
Serle 1/63360, Sheet 60, Shrewsbury=-Telshpool, Popular Zdition, Wer Revision 1944,
from 18 April 1944 to 2 Ley 1944 and at Shevirgton Hall, Shrovshire County, Englend,
from 2 Lay 1244 to 15 June 1%44.

Company C wes stetioned at Keele Hell, Steffordshire-County, Englend, Lap
reference: Ordnance Survey of Ingland end Weles, Scale 1/63360, Sheet 52, Stoke-on=
Tremt, Poouler @ditiom, ¥Wer Revision 1940, frorm 20 April 1944 to 30 April 1944 and
at Styche Hall, Shropskire County, #nglend, ¥ep reference: Ordnence Survey of Eng-
land wnd Weles, Scale 1/63360, Sheet 52, Stoke-on-Tremt, Popular Fdition, War
Revision 1940, from 1 ey 1944 to 17 June 1944.

5. WVARGHES:
g. Camo Breckinridge, Kentucky to Camp Shenks, Tew York, Yew York.

(1) Purpose: To move the battalion to & Pert of Imbarketion Station
for preperation for movement to an overseas station.

(2) Length of Deily Wercht Approximately 150 miles the first dey -
300 riles the second and third deys -, and fifty miles the fourth
d&y .

(3) Points between which merched: Deperted from Cemp Ereckinridge,
Kemtucky, 25 lerch 1944 #nd oroceeded to Camp Shanks, New York,
New York, erriving, 28 Merch 1944.

(4) Condition of Rords and Weether: Traveled by rail. Weether wes
¢leer end cool, with occesionsl snow.



(5)

be Camp

(1)

(2)

(3)

Remarks The bettulion wes divided int. wo (2) detachments,
Yumber 1, urcer ccmmend of Lt. Col. ROY T. DODGE, Cl2468, was
compesed of Hesdausrters, Hesdcuarters end. Service Company, and
one (1) Plstoon of Gempeny A, and eight (8) enlisted men of the
Vedieal Detechment. Cecptein AUCUST F. CLCOSE, DC, 0318961, was
Train Surgeon. Number 2, under commsnd of lMajor . B. ROBBINS,
0326621, wes composed of Corpeny A, less one (1) platoon, Company
B, Company C end 7 enlisted men of the ledieal Detachment.
Qeptain TEEQDORE W, COOMTY, MC, 0418304, wes Train Surgeon.

Trip wes completed without any accidents.

Shenks, New York, New York to Shropshire County, inglend.

Purposes To move the Battalion from e Port of Emherkstion
Station to an overseas stztion in the Eurcpean Theater of Oper-
ations.

Length of Daily lMarch: From Camp Shanks, New York, New York, %fo
the New York Port of Sribarketion, epproximately forty-five (45)
miles. (&) Company A and Company B was at sea for twelve (12)
deys, arriving and debarking on the thirteenth (13th) day, at the
Port of Liverpool, England. Distance traveled from Liverpool to
gesigned station at Verrington Green, Shropshire County, Englend,
approxirately sixty (60) miles. (b) Headquarters, Headquarters
and Service Compeny, and I‘edical Detachment was at sea for
thirteen (13) days, leying st enchor for one (1) day, deberking
on the fifteenth (15th) day. Distance traveled from Liverpoel to
assigned station at Shevington Hall, Shropshire Counvy, England,
approximetely sixty (60) miles. (¢} Company C was &t sea for
thirteen {13) daye, laying st snchor forone (1) day, deberking

on the fifteenth (15th) day. Distance treveled from Liverpool

to assigned stetion st Keele Hall, Staffordshire County, Zngland,
approximetely seventy~five (75) miles.

Foints between which marcheds Deperted from Cemp Shanks, New
York, New York, 5 April 1944, and proceeded by foot, rail ard
ferry to the New York Fort of Embarkation, New York. Departed
from the New York Port of Embarkation, on the morning, 6 April
1944 end proceeded oversees, by troep transport, to the Fort of
ILiverpool, England. (a) Company A and Company B, debarking on
the night of, 18 April 1944 end proceeded by reil and truck to
Verrington-Green, Shropshire County, England, erriving the
morning, 19 April 1944. (b) Heamdgquarters, Hesdquerters and
Service Compeny and Medicel Detachment, arriving on 18 April
1944 end debarking on worning, 20 April 1844, and proceeded by
rail end truck to Shavington Hall, Shropshire County, England,
arriving seme dote. (c) Company C, srriving on 18 April 1944
erd deberking on morning, 20 April 1944, snd proceeded by rail
enéd truck te XKeele Hall, Steffordshire County, England, erriving
same date.

Condition of Romds and Weether: Rosds srd reils were in gcod
condition. Ses was very celm, with the exception of a few days
of rough sea. Weather wes fair and warm with occasional showers
and cool spells. .






