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IOLITARY MONOGRAPH

TI7LE: Hedgerow Fighting Near Carentan

S5CO0PS: .\ detailed study of one of the many methods of hedge-

rov oper=tion, with rorticulzsr at+ention paid to the teamvork

&

necessary betfween the assault units - infantry and tanks.

A study is m;de of the assault squad and platocn, and the -
tank platocon wof@ing in conjunction with the infantry along the
front-line secured hedgerow. A method of breaching the hedge-
rov is described, and control measures and comrmunications are
explained. The c&operative assault action of the riflemen and
tanks, in their advuince from one hedgerow to the next, is

described. Sketches showing deployment of infaniry end tanks

2nd method of asszult are included.
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ACKHCTLuDGELTNT

L groteful aclmowledgement is hereby given for the use )
of an unnumbered memorandum published by Headquorters, 3Cth /-"
Infontry Division, doted 2 July 1944, entitled Infantirv-Tank

Organization.

This memor-ndum has been of great sistance in portray-
> the sequence followed in infantry-tank operation in the
gerow country of lormandy, and the training sketches have
; served as a basis for +he sketches in this monograph.
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In June, 1944, the 83rd Division began its combat cureer
with the relief of the 10lst Airborne Division in the Carentan

sector of the Normandy beachhead. Like many other divisions,

including those with combnt experience, we found ourselves

confronted with o problem that we had never before encountered.
The vigorous training which we had undergone ip North Jales in
the preceding months had not taken the hedgerows into consider-

ation. Here, in Normandy, we saw nothing but hedgerows, a few

svomps, smell villages and more hedgerows.

These hard earthen benks, with their matted headdress of
stumpy trees and hedges, have been standing for centuries, as
of

boundaries vetvieen tracts of land parceled out in the days
feudalism, As *time went on, the land had been sub-divided in

order to give each son a plot which he could call his owvm, until
now the fields and orchkards bordered by these hedgerows are so
small +thot further sub-division would render most of them use-—

less for zny form of farming of grazing. These hedgerows are

fifty to one hundred rardsspart, on the average, and made very
forridable bzrriers to our advance, for the eartien portions
renge from three to eight feet in height and anywhere from tnree

to ten feet in thickness at the base. From the tops of these

banks grow the trees and hedges, thickened by the indiscriminate

pruning cerried on by the Normen farmers, who use the faggots

as a principal source of fire kindling woode



My regiment, the 329+h Infantry, landed in this hedgerow
coun*ry =fter two long days aboard'ship off Omaha Beach, and
went into an assembly area in the vicinity of Bricqueville,
severzal kilometers from the beach and not too far from the city
of Carentan.

Aafter several days in this assembly area, we marched through
Carentan to relieve the elements of the 10lst Airborne which
were on an established line about five kilometers southwest of
the city, and there we received our hedgerow beptism.

The 329th was first in division reserve, less one battalion
in the city proper. It was in this reserve area that —we received
most of our training in hedgerow reduction, and we borrowed from
the experience of tle older units in the beachhead. Particular
emphasis was placed upon infantry-tank teamvork, for our train-
ing with tank units to this time had been very limited. Demon-
strations and instruction, under the sponsorship of division,

were given to each unit., These units-worked on a cycle arrange-

ment with the available tanks, apd squads and individual men
were given the most thorough orientation possible in the tactics
of hedgerow fighting. /e were fortunate in having the assist-
ance of experienced tank outfits such as units of the 2d Armored

Division, which had worked with +he 1Clst Airborne in their

operations arcund Carentan and tlhrough *the closed-in farmlands

in the vicinity.




































