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LTLIT.nY IiONOGRAPE

TIIT,Et i{edgerov Fighting i,lear Carentan

SCOijf: -, detailed study of one of the manlr rnethods of hedge-

rov oper:tion, vith ytrrticulr lt-ention paid to tho teentzorl;

necess3ry betrzeen the assault rrnits - infantr]' end tau:ks.

i stud;r is ncde of the assault squad e:rd platocn, and the'

ta:rk plr*oolt yorkiirg in conjunction vith the infentr:' r:1or,t *n"

froi:t-line secured hedgerow. A nethod of breaching the hedge-

ror',' is described, ar1d control measures ald conrunications ere

expid.ned. The cJoperati.ve assault action of the riflenen and

tarks, in their adv:"nce from one hedgerov to the nelct, is

described. Sketches sjroving depIo1'nent of infantrir and *,,a-rtks

rnC netl:od of asss:ult ere included.
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.'. gr:teful- nclmor:ledgenent is irerebi,r given for the use
of ur unnumbered remorandum published b',r lie:.dqu::'ters, 30th -/'Infvrtrl' Dj.vision, dc.ted 2 July I?U" entitled fnf,rrtrrr-Tenk
Orgn-ni 4:!ion.

nrj.s nmor:trdnrn has been of great assistrnce in portray-
in6 the sequence folloved in infnntry-texk operation in the
hecigerov countr',r of i,lorr:,rrndye a::d the training sketches have
served as a ba-sis for the sketc::es in tl:is notrograpir.
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In June, 1944, the B3rd Division began its combat c:reer

i:iih the relief of the l-C1st Airborne Division in the Carentan

sector of the i,iormandy beachhead. Like nany other divisionsl

includinE those with conbrt experiencer i.?e found ourselves

ccnfronted vith a problem that sre had never before encountered.

The vigorous training vhich ve had undergone in North ial.es in

tiie preceding nonths had not taken the hedgerovrs into consider-

ation. I{ere, in iVornandy, ve san nothing but hedgorons, a fer.'

sr.'rq)sr sma1I villages and more hedgerons,

These hard eertl:en bar:ksr vrith their retted headdress of

str"lmpy trees and hedges, have been standing for centuriesr as

bouncieries betrieen tracts of land pa.rceJ-ed out in the days of

fetrdalisn. ,ls tir,e nent on, the land had been sub-divided in

order to give each son a plot vhich he could call- his olrn, until

nor: the fields and orch:rds bordered by tirese hedgerorrs are so

snalI thlt fnrther sr-rb-division r;ould render mos-t of tlrem use-

less for any forn of fnrming of grazing. These hedgerovs are

fifty to one hundred 1..ercis4art, on the aver:lger and made ver;'

fornidable b;rriers to our advance, for the eartl-en portions

rrxge frora three to eight feet in height and anlmhere fron tirree

to ten feet in thict<ness at tlie base. From the tops of tllese

banks grou the trees and l:edgesl thickened by the indiscriminate

pruning carried on b1r the Norman farrnersr Who use the faggots

as a princ:-pal source of fire lcindling vood.
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It$ regiment, the 329th fnfantrl'1 landed in this hedgerov

coun'rr/ :'fter tvo long d:ys aboard ship off Onaha Beach, a:ad

veirt into a:: assernbly aree in the vicinity of Bricqueville,

sever:1 kilorneters from the beach and not too fer fron the city

of Carentan.

.ifter several days in this assenbly area, we marched through

Carenta:r to reiieve the elements of the lO1st Airborne crhich

r,'ere on an established line about five kil-oneters southvest of

the city, and tl:ere ve received our hecigerov baptisn.

Tlhe 329ih rras first in division reserve, less one battalion

in tire city proper. ft vas in this reserve area that .,','e received

roost of our training in hedgerorz reductionr and lre borroned from

the experience of tl:e oLder units in the beachhead. Particular

enrphasis vas placed upon infantri'-tank tea:rizorkl for our train-

ing v"ith tank units to this tine had been very limited. Demon-

stre*ions anci instruction; under the sponsorship of divisiont

vere given to each unit. These units.worked on a cycle arrarge-

nont with the available talrksr and sguads and individual men

vere given the most thoror-rgh orientation possib3-e in the tactics

of hecigerov fighting. 'Je rrere fortunate in having the assist-

ance of experienced iurk outfits such as units of the 2d Arr:ored

Dirisione vhich had vori:ed r.rith rhe lOlst Airborne in their

operations arcund Carnntan and tlrough ihe closed-in farnlands

in the vicinity,



Tlie nroblen of a<iva:rcing through the hedgerot?s \yas solved

on the ground, so to speake and here f intend to present one

nethod. used. bv an inf::rtry regiment in successfull-y reducin6 a

difficult obstacle, nith emphasis on assault tea-rwork.

The genereil prsn for opero-tion, finally adopted by practice

i',nd from the experience of older unitse \7as comparatively simple.

ft vasl hovrever, a plan requiring a hi.gh degree of coordination,

rzhici: ni1l become apparen+ upon inspection.

Iiornal-i-y, a rifle conpa-i1i'1 in usuaa attack formationl vas

responsible for a zone four fields in vidth. (See sketch 1.)

l'his, of coursel varieci in sone insterces lrirere a field rvr-s

triangUlar in shape or '.liiere ihe fields together 1?ere too ',ride

for corpa:ry enploynent. This latter instance, in our a-rea, r,ES

very rare. ?he assa::lt platoons rrere assigned two fields eacht

and the fornation furtl:er broken do'rn by the assignment of one

fjeld to each assault squad. llne support squ:'d in each platoon

follosed the assault ecirelon neax the center of the zone and

tvo or three hedgerovrs to the rear.

For the purpose of clarity, I slrall confine the najority

of this v'riting to assault squad and platoon erryloyrnent vith

ta:rl:sr md only rinor reference shal-l be given to artillery and

organic veapons support. The tactics of the company and hi5her

units vere bssed upon these snaller key units, and a larger

perspective cafl be had by visualj-zing nore zones to be cleared.
(






















